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About This Report
 
The Kankakee River Area Assessment examines an area situated along the Kankakee 
River in eastern llIinois. Because significant natural community and species diversity is 
found in the area, it has been designated a state Resource Rich Area. 1 
This report is part ofa series ofreports on areas ofTIlinois where a public-private partnership 
has been formed. These assessments provide information on the natural and human resources 
ofthe areas as a basis for managing and improving their ecosystems. The determination of 
resource rich areas and development of ecosystem-based information and management 
programs in Illinois are the result of three processes -- the Critical Trends Assessment 
Program, the Conservation Congress, and the Water Resources and Land Use Priorities Task 
Force. 
Background 
The Critical Trends Assessment Program (CTAP) documents changes in ecological 
conditions. In 1994, using existing information, the program provided a baseline of 
ecological conditions? Three conclusions were drawn from the baseline investigation: 
1.	 the emission and discharge of regulated pollutants over the past 20 years has declined, in 
some cases dramatically, 
2.	 existing data suggest that the condition ofnatural ecosystems in Illinois is rapidly 
declining as a result offragmentation and continued stress, and 
3.	 data designed to monitor compliance with environmental regulations or the status of 
individual species are not sufficient to assess ecosystem health statewide. 
Based on these findings, CTAP has begun to develop methods to systematically monitor 
ecological conditions and provide information for ecosystem-based management. Five 
components make up this effort: 
1. identify resource rich areas, 
2. conduct regional assessments, 
3. publish an atlas and inventory ofIllinois landcover, 
4. train volunteers to collect ecological indicator data, and 
5. develop an educational science curriculum which incorporates data collection 
At the same time that CTAP was publishing its baseline findings, the Illinois Conservation 
Congress and the Water Resources and Land Use Priorities Task Force were presenting their 
1 See Inventory ofResource Rich Areas in Illinois: An Evaluation ofEcological Resources. 
2 See The Changing Illinois Environment: Critical Trends, summary report and volumes 1-7. 
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respective findings. These groups agreed with the CTAP conclusion that the state's 
ecosystems were declining. Better stewardship was needed, and they determined that a 
voluntary, incentive-based, grassroots approach would be the most appropriate, one that 
recognized the inter-relatedness of economic development and natural resource protection 
and enhancement. 
From the three initiatives was born Conservation 2000, a six-year program to begin reversing 
ecosystem degradation, primarily through the Ecosystems Program, a cooperative process of 
public-private partnerships that are intended to merge natural resource stewardship with 
economic and recreational development. To achieve this goal, the program will provide 
financial incentives and technical assistance to private landowners. The Rock River and 
Cache River were designated as the first Ecosystem Partnership areas. 
At the same time, CTAP identified 30 Resource Rich Areas (RRAs) throughout the state. In 
RRAs where Ecosystem Partnerships have been formed, CTAP is providing an assessment of 
the area, drawing from ecological and socio-economic databases to give an overview of the 
region's resources -- geologic, edaphic, hydrologic, biotic, and socio-economic. Although 
several of the analyses are somewhat restricted by spatial and/or temporal limitations of the 
data, they help to identify information gaps and additional opportunities and constraints to 
establishing long-term monitoring programs in the partnership areas. 
The Kankakee River Area Assessment 
The Kankakee River Area Assessment covers an area of approximately 2,019 mile2 
(1,292,230 acres) spanning parts offive counties in eastern Illinois, including most of 
Kankakee and Iroquois counties and parts ofWill, Ford, and Vermilion counties. The 
Kankakee River originates three miles southwest ofSouth Bend, Indiana, enters lllinois 
six miles east ofMomence, and flows 62 miles before its confluence with the Des Plaines 
River to form the Illinois River. The Iroquois River, originating in Jasper County, Indiana, 
is the largest tributary of the Kankakee River. Once the Iroquois enters lllinois it flows 55 
miles until it joins the Kankakee River just below Aroma Park. The boundary ofthis 
assessment report encompasses 25 subbasins within the Illinois portion of the Kankakee 
and Iroquois River drainage basins. Over 90% of this area occurs in the "Grand Prairie" 
division of the state. Two ofthe 25 subbasins in this area, the Kankakee River (upper) 
and Kankakee River (lower), totaling 231,005 acres, have been designated as a "Resource 
Rich Area" because they contain significant natural community diversity. The Kankakee 
Ecosystem Partnership was subsequently formed around this core area of high quality 
ecological resources. 
This assessment is comprised offive volumes. In Volume 1, Geology discusses the 
geology, soils, and minerals in the assessment area. Volume 2, Water Resources, 
discusses the surface and groundwater resources and Volume 3, Living Resources, 
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describes the natural vegetation communities and the fauna of the region. Volume 4 
contains three parts: Part I, Socio-Economic Profile, discusses the demographics, 
infrastructure, and economy of the area, focusing on the two counties with the greatest 
amount ofland in the area -- Kankakee and Iroquois counties; Part II, Environmental 
Quality, discusses air and water quality, and hazardous and toxic waste generation and 
management in the area; and Part III, ArchaeologicalResources, identifies and assesses 
the archaeological sites, ranging from the Paleoindian Prehistoric (B.C. 10,000) to the 
Postwar (AD. 1946), known in the assessment watershed. Volume 5, Early Accounts of 
the Ecology ofthe Kankakee Area, describes the ecology of the area as recorded by 
historical writings of explorers, pioneers, early visitors and early historians. 
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a league and a half distant from that of the Miamis, • and thus we transported all 
our equipage and our canoes by a road which we marked for the benefit of those 
who might come after us .... 
The river Seignelay is navigable for canoes to within a hundred paces of its source, 
and it increases to such an extent in a short time, that it is almost as broad and 
deeper than the Marne. It takes its course through vast marshes, where it winds 
about so, though its current is pretty strong, that after sailing on it for a whole 
day, we sometimes found that we had not advanced more than two leagues in a 
straight line. As far as the eye could reach nothing was to be seen but marshes full 
of flags and alders. For more than forty leagues of the way, we could not have 
found a camping ground, except for some hummocks of frozen earth on which we 
slept and lit our fire. Our provisions ran out and we could find no game after 
passing these marshes, as we hoped to do, because there are only great open 
plains, where nothing grows except tall grass, which is dry at this season, and 
which the Miamis had burned while hunting buffalo, and with all the address we 
employed to kill some deer, our hunters took nothing; for more than sixty leagues 
journey, they killed only a lean stag, a small deer, some swans, and two wild geese 
for the subsistance of thirty-two men. If our canoe men had found a chance, they 
would infallibly have all abandoned us, to strike inland and join the Indians whom 
we discerned by the flames of the prairies to which they had set fire in order to kill 
the buffalo more easily. 
These animals are ordinarily in great numbers there, as it is easy to judge by the 
bones, the horns and skulls that we saw on all sides. 136 
Hennepin's book continues with a discourse about buffaloes and buffalo hunting, beginning 
with the statement, "The Miamis hunt them at the end of autumn . . . ," and ending with, "In 
the season you see herds of two and even four hundred." After this six-page discussion 
about bison, Hennepin offered an overview of the general region known as Louisiana: 
Many other kinds of animals are foundin these vastplains. of Louisiana, stags, 
deer, beaver and otter are common there, geese, swans, turtles, poules d'inde, 
parrots, partridges, and many other birds swarm there, the fishery is very abun­
• River of the Miamis = St. Joseph River. 
13 
dant, and the fertility of the soil is extraordinary. There are boundless prairies 
interspersed with forests of tall trees ....• 136 
Louis Hennepin's narrative continues down the Kankakee River and upper Illinois River to 
the Illinois village near Starved Rock, about 40 miles below the mouth of the Kankakee: 
. . . We continued our route on the river Seigne1ay t during the rest of the month 
of December; and at last after having sailed for a hundred and twenty or a hundred 
and thirty leaguesfrom Lake Dauphin I on the river Seignelay, we arrived at the 
village of the Islinois towards the close of the month of December, 1679. We 
killed on the river bank only a single buffalo, and some poules d'inde, ~ because 
the Indians having set fire to the dry grass of all the prairies on our route, the deer 
had taken fright, and with all the skill adopted in hunting, we subsisted only by a 
pure Providence of God, who gives strength at one time that he does not at 
another, and by the greatest happiness in the world, when we had nothing any 
more to eat, we found an enormous buffalo mired on the bank of the river, that 
twelve of our men had difficulty in dragging to solid ground with a cable. 136 
• Note the similarity between this paragraph from Louis He1ll1epin's book and a paragraph 
from the official accoWlt of the expedition (page 8). 
He1ll1epin's listing of "stags" might be a reference either to elk or male deer, or both. "Pollies d'inde" 
(chickens of India, or Indian chickens) are wild tnrkeys. "Parrots" are Carolina parakeets (paroquets). 
"Partridges" might refer to prairie-chickens, bobwhites, or ruffed grouse. 
"Turtles" in this list of birds is a reference to members of the family Columbidae (doves and pigeons). 
John Gihnary Shea, who translated Father He1ll1epin's book from French to English, noted at this point 
in the manuscript, "The French has tortues, evidently 'tourtres' wild pigeons." Shea supposed that 
tortues in the French edition was meant for tourtres, or "wild pigeons." Yet Shea rendered the word as 
"turtles" in his translation. "Turtle" is an archaic synonym for "turtle dove." 
The description of the region's faWla in the official account of La Salle's expedition employs the name 
tourtre (see a footnote on page 9). The Glossary ofMississippi Valley French spells the word tourte 
and defines it as "wild pigeon." 190 Most likely He1ll1epin was recalling flocks of passenger pigeons 
when he wrote of tortues, but he might have also been including mourning doves. Presumably feral 
rock doves (domestic pigeons) did not yet occur in the Illinois Country at the time of He1ll1epin's visit. 
Compare this list of animals from He1ll1epin's Description ofLouisiana with the enumeration in his 
subsequent book, A New Discovery (pagel7). His.secondbook was originally published in English 
rather than French, and it gives the name as "tortoises" rather than "turtles" or "turtle-doves." 
t River Seignelay = Kankakee and Illinois Rivers. 
I Lake Dauphin = Lake Michigan. 
~ Pollie d'inde = wild tnrkey. 
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1698: A New Discovery ofa Vast Country in America 
Louis Hennepin wrote a second book about his exploits, titled A New Discovery ofa Vast 
Country inAmerica. An English-language edition of this book was published in 1698.• The 
text is similar to his 1683 book, Description de la Louisiane (A Description ofLouisiana), 
but there are enough differences to invite examination of both. 
As in A Description of Louisiana, Father Hennepin described the opossums that La Salle 
killed while he was lost at the source of the Kankakee River: "He brought along with him 
two Beasts as big asMusk'd Rats, whose Skins was very fine, and like Ermins. He had kill'd 
them with a Stick, as they hung by their Tails to the Boughs of Trees." 137 
Hennepin went on to describe the portage between the St. Joseph and Kankakee Rivers: 
... we joyn'd our Men at the Place of Portage, where Father Gabriel had made 
the Day before several Crosses upon the Trees, that we might not miss it another 
time. We found there a great quantity of Horns and Bones of wild Bulls, t as also 
some Canou's the Savages had made with the skins of Beasts, to cross the River 
with their Provisions. This Portage lies at the farther End of a large Champion 
piece of Ground; and at the other End, to the West, lies a Village of the Savages 
Miami 's, Mascouteins, and Oiatinon, j who live together. The River of the 
Illinois' has its Source near that Village, and springs out of some marshy Lands, 
which are as so many Quagmires, that one can scarcely walk over them. The Head 
of the River is only a League and a half from that ofMiamis, § and so our Portage 
was not long. We mark'd the way from Place to Place with some Trees for the 
convenience of those we expected after us .... 137 
... and their descent of the Kankakee and the upper Illinois River: 
This River is navigable within a hundred Paces from its Source; I mean for Canou's 
of Bark of Trees, and not for others; but it increases so much a little way from 
thence, that it is as deep and broad as the Meuse and the Sambre joyn'd together. 
It runs through vast Marshes, and though it be rappid enough, it makes so many 
• The edition quoted here was published in London in 1698. It was edited and reissued by 
Reuben Gold Thwaites in 1903. 
t Wild bull = bison. 
j Miami 's,Mascouteins, and Oiatinon = Miami, Mascoutin, and Wea. 
, River of the Illinois = Kankakee and Illinois Rivers. 
§ River of the Miamis = St. Joseph River. 
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Turnings and Windings, that after a whole Day's Journey, we found we were 
hardly two Leagues from the Place we left in the Morning. That Country is 
nothing but Marshes full of Alder-Trees and Rushes; and we could have hardly 
found for forty Leagues together, any Place to plant our Cabins, had it not been 
for the Frost, which made the Earth more firm and solid. 
Having past through great Marshes, we found a vast Plain, on which nothing 
grows but only some Herbs, which were dry at that time, and burnt, because the 
Miami's set them on fire every Year, in their hunting wild Bulls .... We found 
no manner of Game, which was a great Disappointment to us, our Provisions 
beginning to fail. Our men travell'd about sixty Miles without killing any thing 
else but a lean Stag, a small wild Goat, • some few Swans, and two Bustards, 
which was no sufficient Maintenance for two and thirty Men. Most of them were 
so weary of this laborious Life, that they would have run away, if possible, and 
gone to the Savages, who were not very far from us, as we judg'd by the great 
Fires we saw in the Plain. 
. . . Though these Bulls are taller and bigger than those of Europe, they are how­
ever so swift, that no Savage can overtake them: They are so timorous, that they 
run away from any Man, except when they are wounded; for then they are danger­
ous, and often kill the Savage who pursues them. 'Tis a diverting Prospect to see 
near the Banks of the Rivers, several Droves of those Bulls of about four or five 
hundred together, grazing in those green Meadows. There must be an innumerable 
quantity of wild Bulls in that Country, since the Earth is cover'd with their Horns. 
The Miami's hunt them towards the latter end ofAutumn. 
We continu'd our Course upon this River very near the whole Month of Decem­
ber; but toward the latter end of the said Month, 1679, we arriv'd at the Village 
of the Illinois, which lies near one hundred and thirty Leagues from Fort Miamis, t 
• Father Hennepin often used the term "wild Goat" to refer to white-tailed deer-but he seems 
to have sometimes made a distinction between deer and wild goats, as in "Deers, wild Goats, and other 
Beasts." Most often it seems as though he referred to does or young deer as "wild goats," reserving 
"stags" for antlered deer and perhaps for elk-as in "Stags, Wild-Goats, and Bears" and "Staggs and 
wild Goats." Sometimes Hennepin appears to have distinguished between elk and deer, as in "Stags 
and Deers" and "the Elk and the Goat." 
t Fort Miamis was on Lake Michigan at the mouth of the St. Joseph River. 
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on the Lake of the Illinois. • We suffer'd ve!)' much in this Passage, for the 
Savages having set the Herbs of the Plain on Fire, the wild Bulls were fled away, 
and so we could kill but one, and some Turkey-Cocks. God's Providence 
supported us all the while; and when we thought that the Extremities we were 
reduc'd to, were past all hopes of Remedy, we found a prodigious big wild Bull 
lying fast in the Mud of the River. We kill'd him and had much ado to get him 
out of the Mud. 
. . . There are several other Beasts in that Count!)', as I observ'd in my Account 
of Louisiana, r as Stags, wild Goats, Beavers, and Otters; there are also Bustards, I 
which have an excellent Taste; Swans, Tortoises, Turkey-Cocks, Parrots, and 
Partridges. There are also an incredible quantity of Pelicans, ~ whose Bills are of 
a prodigeous Size; and a great many other sorts of Birds, and other Beasts. 
The Rivers are plentifully stock'd with Fish, and the Soil is very fertile. The 
Forests afford all manner of Timber fit for Building, and especially Oak; which 
is there much better than in Canada . ... 137 
1698: "Letter of M. Jean Frs. Buisson de St. Cosme, 
Priest of the Seminary of Quebec" 
Father St. Cosme traveled by water from the upper Great Lakes to Arkansas in the latter part 
of 1698. His route took him down the Des Plaines River and past the mouth of the Kanka­
kee River. He made note of the Kankakee on the 11th day of November: 
• Lake of the Illinois = Lake Michigan. 
r Hennepin was referring to his earlier book, A Description ofLouisiana. 
I These bustards are geese. The identity of other animals in this paragraph is discussed in a 
footnote on page 14. 
Compare this paragraph framA New Discovery with its counterpart in Hennepin's earlier book, A 
Description ofLouisiana (page 13) and in the official account of the expedition (page 8). Generations 
of scholars have debated the sources and authenticity of some of the writings attributed to Hennepin 
and his contemporaries. 
~ Pelicans were occasionally reported by early travelers on lIIinois rivers. 
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On the eleventh, ... we came to the river Teatiki, • which is the true river of the 
Illinois, that which we descended being only a distant branch. t We put all our 
baggage in the canoe, which two men paddled, ... the remainder ... walking all 
the time through fine prairies. We came to the village of the Peangichias ~ .... 
There was no one in the village, for all had gone hunting. That day we slept near 
Massane, ~ a small river which falls into the River of the Illinois. On that day we 
began to see oxen, § and on the morrow two of our men killed four .... 166 
1711: "Letter from Father Gabriel Marest" 
In the spring of 1711, Gabriel Marest journeyed by foot and by boat from Kaskaskia in far 
southern Illinois to the Straits of Mackinac at the north end ofLake Michigan. He returned 
to Illinois during the summer of the same year. In a letter to a fellow Jesuit missionary, 
Father Marest described his return, including his portage from the St. Joseph River to the 
head of the Kankakee: 
... we ascended the river Saint Joseph, in order to make a portage at 30 leagues 
from its mouth. . .. We first transported all that was in the canoe to the source of 
the Illinois river, which is called Huakiki; •• then we carried our canoe thither, and, 
after having loaded it, we embarked to continue our way. We were only two days 
in making this portage, which was a league and a half long. The copious rains 
which fell at that season had swollen our little rivers, tt and delivered us from the 
rapids that we dreaded. ~~ At last we perceived our own welcome Country; the 
wild oxen and the herds of deer were roving along the bank of the river, and from 
the canoe we shot some, now and then, which served for our repasts. 295 
• River Teatiki = Kankakee River. 
t Father St. Cosme was pointing ont that the Des Plaines River is a relatively minor stream 
("only a distant branch") in comparison to the Kankakee River. Today we say that the Des Plaines and 
Kankakee merge to form the Illinois River, but the early French often considered the Kankakee River 
to be the upper part of the Illinois River-rather than a separate stream with its own name. 
~ Peangichias = Piankeshaw. 
~ Massane = Mazon River, which empties into the Illinois River about 10 miles below the 
Kankakee River. 
§ Ox = bison. 
•• Huakiki = Kankakee River. 
tt Marest's wording is petites rivieres-a French way to say "creeks." 
H The first of the dread rapids were on the Kankakee River east of present-day Momence. 
Downstream from that point lay an intermittent series of rapids all the way to Starved Rock. 
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1721: Letters to the Dutchess ofLesdiguieres 
Father Pierre Franyois Xavier Charlevoix traveled down the Kankakee River in September 
of 172I. In a book published in London in 1763, Father Charlevoix told of portaging from 
the St. Joseph River to the Kankakee. The missionary described the interval between the 
two rivers as "a vast Meadow, interspersed allover with little Clusters of Trees, that have a 
very fine Effect." Near the end of the portage Charlevoix camped "in a very fine place," 
formerly a fortified village of the Mesquakie. • Reporting the events of September 17, 
Charlevoix wrote, 
This Morning I walked a League further in the Meadow, having almost all the 
Way my Feet in Water. Then I met with a little Pool, which communicates with 
several others of different Bigness, the largest of which is not one hundred Paces 
in Compass. These are the Sources of a River called Theakiki, and which our 
Canadians by Corruption call Kiakiki. Theak signifies a Wolf, I forget in what 
Language; but this River is so call'd, because the Mahingans, t which are also 
called the Wolves, formerly took Refuge here. 
We put our Canoe, which was brought hither by two Men, into the second of 
these Springs, or Pools, and we embarked; but we found scarce Water enough 
to keep it afloat: Ten Men, in two Days, might make a strait and navigable Canal, 
which would save much Trouble, and ten or twelve Leagues Way; for the River, 
at the first coming out from its Spring, is so narrow, and we are continually 
obliged to tum so short, that every Moment one is in Danger of breaking the 
Canoe, as it has just now happened to us. 88 
Charlevoix's entourage labored for 10 days to descend the length of the Kankakee River: 
The following Days we went forward from Morning to Night, favoured by the 
Current, which is pretty strong, and sometimes by the Wind: In Fact, we made a 
great deal of Way, but we advanced very little on our Journey: After having gone 
10 or 12 Leagues, we found ourselves so near our last Encampment, that Persons 
in both Places might have seen each other, and even have talked together, at least 
• The Mesquakie have been known as the Fox, the Renards, and the Outagami. 
t Mahingans = Mahican.
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with a Speaking-Trumpet. But it was some Consolation to us, the River and its 
Borders were covered with Wild-Fowl, fattened with wild Oats, which were then 
ripe. I also gathered some ripe Grapes, which were of the Shape and Bigness of a 
Musket-Ball, and soft enough, but of a bad Taste. This is probably the same that 
they call in Louisiana Raisin Prune (the Plumb Grape). The River by Degrees 
grows less winding; but its Borders are not pleasant till we are fifty Leagues from 
its Source. It is also for all this Space very narrow, and as it is bordered with 
Trees, whose Roots are in the Water, when one falls it bars up the whole River, 
and it takes a great deal of Time to clear a Passage for a Canoe. 
Having got over these Difficulties, the River, about fifty Leagues from its Source, 
forms a small Lake, and afterwards grows considerably wider. The Country begins 
to be fine: The Meadows here extend beyond the Sight, in which the Buffaloes go 
in Herds of 2 or 3 hundred: But one must keep a good Lookout, not to be sur­
prised by the Parties of Sioux' and Outagamis t . . .. The Misfortune is, that the 
Theakiki loses its Depth as it grows wider, so that we are often obliged to unlade 
the Canoes and walk, which is always attended with some Danger .... 
What surprised me at seeing so little Water in the Theakiki was, that from Time to 
Time it receives some pretty Rivers. I saw one among the rest, above sixty Yards 
wide as it's Mouth, which they have named the Iroquois River, because these 
gallant Men suffered themselves to be surprised here by the Illinois, who killed a 
great Number of them. 
. . . The 27th of September we arrived la Fourche (at the Fork;) this is the Name 
the Canadians give the Place where the Theakiki and the River of the Illinois t 
join.... the Theakiki, besides bringing it's Waters a hundred Leagues, is a fine 
• The people once called the Sioux include the Lakota and Dakota. 
t Outagamis = Mesquakie. 
t River of the Illinois = Des Plaines River and its continuation as the Illinois River. 
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River. Nevertheless it loses it's Name here, without doubt because the Illinois 
being settled in many Places of the other have given it their Name.• 88 
1722: A Description ofthe English Province ofCarolana, by the Spaniards 
call'd Florida, and by the French La Louisiane 
This book by Englishman Daniel Coxe describes how the Illinois River is formed by the 
merging of two branches, now known as the Des Plaines and the Kankakee. Writing of the 
Illinois River-which he called "the River Checagou or the River of the Alinouecks," I Mr. 
Coxe stated, 
This is a large Pleasant River; And about 250 Miles above its Entrance into the 
Meschacebe, I it is divided into two Branches; the lesser' comes from North and 
by East, and its Head is within 4 or 5 Miles of the great Lake of the Alinouecks § 
on its West-side; the other" comes almost directly from the East, and proceeds 
from a Morasse within 2 Miles of the River Miamiha, II which empties itself into 
the same Lake. On the South-East-side, there is an easy Communication between 
• Charlevoix thought that the Illiuois people had giveu their name to the Illiuois River because 
they lived iu many places along the stream. 
I Today these names would be rendered "the Chicago River or the River of the Illiniwek." 
The Illiuois Indians have sometimes been called the Illiniwek. From time to time duriug the early 
historic period, the Illiuois River and several other streams iu the Mississippi valley-iucludiug the 
Ohio River-were called the Chicago River (with various spelliugs). 
IMeschacebe =Mississippi River. 
, The lesser branch is the Des Plaiues River. 
§ Great Lake of the Alinouecks = Lake Michigan. 
•• The other branch is the Kankakee River, which Coxe called "the great Easterly Branch of 
the River of the Allinouecks." 
It River Miamiha = St. Joseph River. 
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these two Rivers, by a Land-Carriage of 2 Leagues, about 50 Miles to the South­
East of the foremention'd Lake.• 99 
1788-90: William Burnett 
William Burnett operated a fur-trading station at the mouth of the St. Joseph River on Lake 
Michigan. He had an outpost situated five or six days' travel down the Kankakee-as 
revealed by a remark he wrote in February of 1790: 
I must now give you an account of my departure from this to the Kinkeki. I left 
the source the 11th December, and with a good deal of trouble breaking the ice 
now and then, (as the river is very narrow) got down to my wintering quarters the 
16th of the same month. 149 
In April of 1788 Burnett had written to a merchant in Detroit, "The peltries here, in general, 
are all very good, and in particular the raccoon and otter, and of course deserves a better 
price than those that comes from any other country." 149 
1817: "Report of Major Stephen H. Long" 
In the final week of 1819, John C. Calhoun, Secretary of War, transmitted a letter to Henry 
Clay, Speaker of the House of Representatives, containing "topographical reports, made 
with a view to ascertain the practicability of uniting the waters of Illinois River, with those 
of Lake Michigan." Calhoun's submittal included a report that Stephen H. Long had pre­
pared in March of 1817 after examining the territory at the south end of Lake Michigan. 
Among Major Long's remarks are the following statements: 
The Illinois is formed by the union of three considerable Rivers, the Des Planes, 
the De Page, t and the Kankakee; the last of which is nearly double the size of 
either of the two former. 
. . . The rivers De Page and Kankakee bear nearly the same character, in regard to 
their bluffs, valleys, &c. that has been given to the Desplanes.: ... The latter ~ 
• Coxe was describing the portage between the Kankakee and 81. Joseph Rivers, not an over­
land route between the Kankakee and Des Plaines. 
t De Page = Du Page River. 
: Earlier in his report, Major Long described the lower Des Plaines: "The valley of this river 
has an average width of about one mile, and is terminated on both sides by regular banks, nearly paral­
lel to each other, extending along the river about 30 miles from the head of the Illinois. In ascending 
this river, also, the banks or bluffs gradually decrease in height, being, as before mentioned, about 100 
feet high at the mouth, and ouly 20 or 25 at the distance of 30 miles higher up the river ...." l7S 
~ That is, the Kankakee River. 
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rises in a flat marshy country in the neighborhood of the St. Joseph of the Lake, • 
and runs a meandering course westwardly, passing the southern extremity of Lake 
Michigan, at the distance of 20 or 30 miles from it. Near the head of this river is a 
small creek falling into St. Joseph, through which boats have passed in time of 
high water, from the St. Joseph to the Kankakee. The country through which the 
Desplanes, the De Page, and the Kankakee rivers take their course, appears to be 
underlaid with a vast bed of limestone, which occasionally makes its appearance in 
the valleys of those rivers, covered with a soil too thin to support vegetation. t 175 
Long's report goes on to describe how Lake Michigan could be united with the Illinois River 
by means of a canal linking the Chicago River with the Des Plaines. Major Long further 
concluded that another water route could be created between Lake Michigan and the Illinois 
River by digging a canal between the St. Joseph River and the Kankakee: "A canal uniting 
the St. Joseph of the lake with the Illinois, by way of the Kankakee, may be constructed also 
in a similar manner, and with great facility, except that the distance by this route is consider­
ably greater." I 175 
1821: The John Tipton Papers 
John Tipton helped survey the boundary between Illinois and Indiana in June of 1821. Gen­
eral Tipton recorded notes for each mile of the boundary line. He reported the location of 
streams, ponds, prairies, and groves in terms ofthe distance north from the beginning ofeach 
mile. The survey crew erected a mound of earth to mark the end of every mile that ended 
in prairie. If the mile ended in a timbered area, the men set a post in the ground, and Tipton 
recorded the distance and direction from the post to two nearby witness trees. 
Distances were recorded in chains and links. ' Tipton often abbreviated "chains" as "C." 
For instance in his notes for mile 107, Tipton wrote "at 5 C pond 1 C 50 wide," which means 
that the surveyors encountered a pond at a point that was 5 chains north of the beginning of 
mile 107, and the pond was 1 chain and 50 links wide. As in this example, Tipton sometimes 
failed to record the unit of measurement (chains or links). Unless links are stated or the 
• There are two St. Joseph Rivers in the region. Major Long was referring to the one that 
flows to Lake Michigan. 
t Stephen Long led one of the first scientific investigations into the region. His observation 
abont bedrock lying close to the snrface along these rivers was widely repeated in subsequent gazetteers 
and guidebooks about Illinois. 
I A navigation canal was never built between the St. Joseph and Kankakee Rivers, although 
the federal government investigated the possibility (page 131). 
, A chain is 66 feet: 80 chains comprise a mile. A chain has 100 links; a link is 7.92 inches 
(0.66 foot). 
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context indicates links instead of chains, it usually is correct to assume that distances are in 
chains.• 
John Tipton employed standard abbreviations for north, east, south, and west. He used the 
following other abbreviations: 
B bears 
Boak black oak (See the discussion about black oak, burr oak, and post oak on 
page 25.) 
BO Same as "B oak." 
C chains 
D diameter 
Do ditto (usually employed to indicate the same kind of tree as the previous 
tree) 
hicky hickory 
I inches 
kt knight (Tipton's spelling for "night") 
L links 
m mile (often spelled "mil") 
o oak 
p pond, or post; or occasionally "past" as in "y, p 4" (half past 4 o'clock) 
R runs (flows) 
w white (or infrequently, "which," as in "from w") 
General Tipton wrote the letter B as shorthand for "bears" in his notes for the compass 
direction or bearing from a milepost to a bearing tree (witness tree). For instance at the end 
of mile 88, Tipton wrote, 
Set cherry post from which a hicky 15 I D B S65W 40 L & Do 10 I D B S37W 65 
L 225 
This can be written fully as . . . 
Set a cherry post from which a hickory 15 inches in diameter bears South 65 
degrees West at a distance of 40 links (26.4 feet), and a hickory ["ditto"] 10 
• Many points along this survey cannot be correlated withpresent-day landmarks. The land­
scape has changed substantially in the past 177 years, which helps explain why it is sometimes impos­
sible tofind a correspondence between modem features and the locations that Tipton noted. The survey 
also appears to be inaccurate in several places. For instance, the survey crew measured the distance 
along the state line between Sugar Creek and the Iroquois River as being a little short of 12 miles. Now 
the distance is about 11.4 miles, and this big difference cannot be explained by any possible shifting of 
the stream channels since the 1821 survey was done. The results of this survey were not accepted, and 
the state line was later resurveyed. 
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inches in diameter bears South 37 degrees West at a distance of 65 links (42.9 
feet). 
Where the state line crossed a stream, Tipton recorded the stream's width and direction of 
flow (e.g., "32 chain a Branch 20 L runs SW,"-in other words, "at 32 chains from the 
beginning of the mile, the state line crosses a branch that is 20 links wide and runs south­
west"). 
Tipton occasionally wrote of encountering post oaks along the state line in the Kankakee 
River watershed. The species now known as post oak (Quercus stellata) almost certainly did 
not occur in this region. Perhaps Tipton was referring to the burr oak (or bur oak, Q. 
macrocarpa) when he wrote "post oak." Tipton never referred to the burr oak by name, 
though he often recorded "B oak." Midwestern land surveyors of this era commonly 
recorded "B oak" or ("B 0") as an abbreviation for either burr oak or black oak (Q. velu­
tina). The editors of Tipton's journal concluded that Tipton's "B oak" represents burr oak, 
and they annotated each such reference to "B oak" as "bur oak"-but this conclusion must 
be largely in error. 
Sandy soil characteristically supports an abundance of black oaks and does not usually 
provide habitat for burr oaks. Because there is so much sandy soil along the course of 
Tipton's survey across the Kankakee lowland, he must have encountered many black oaks 
that he recorded as "B oak." It seems likely that Tipton would have reserved this abbrevia­
tion for black oaks and would not have also recorded burr oaks as "B oak." If this is the 
case, Tipton may have applied the name "post oak" to Quercus macrocarpa, which is now 
almost universally called bur oak (or burr oak). Tipton spent much of his early life in 
southern Indiana where post oak is common, so he must have been familiar with the spe­
cies-although perhaps he did not distinguish it from white oak (Q. alba). 
With this introduction, we begin reading John Tipton's narrative as the surveyors set out 
northward along the state line on Sunday, the 17th ofJune 1821-a cool and clear day, free 
of mosquitoes. Tipton wrote that the survey party erected an earthen mound to mark the 
end of mile 76. The land that they crossed in this mile was level, rich, and wet: 
Sunday the 17. cool & clier no muscheeters set out 
76 m mound in prairie land levil Rich & wet 225 
Sixty-five chains north·ofthebeginning of mile 77, they crossed the boundary ofland ceded 
by Indians to the United States by a treaty in 1818. This boundary intersects the state line in 
Prairie Green Township, north and east of Hoopeston: 
77 m mound in prairie 65 chain crossed the Boundary line between the US & 
Indians according to the Treaty of St mary of 1818 the land levil and Rich with 
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some small ponds post n° 65 mile' 
78 m mound in Prairie the land low wet prairie turned off the line 2 miles to E 
to a small grove of about ten acres mostly white hicky with some cherry and white 
thorn t the soil in the timber of the best quality a creek rises in the prairie runs 
round the NW side then turns E we think a Branch of pine creek ~ encamped abt 
10 oclock staid to take variation' hard rain had to dig for water & found good 
in 4 feet 
Monday 18 hard rain could not assertain the variation to our satisfaction staid 
in camp one of our men killed a deer 
Tuesday 19 
hard rain and clouds prevented our assertaining the variation & caused us to 
remain in our camp this day from this grove no timber is to be seen except a small 
grove NE to every point of the compass the cloud seems to close on the prairie 
which is levi! Beautifull and of best soil and from the grove which rises a few feet 
above the common levil of the prairie the view is extensive and very pleasant 
which added to the pleasant gale of wind from W & S is cool and comfortable 
the day clier with a fresh Breeze from SW 
Wednesday 20 
A fine clier & cool morning having took the variation find it to be 6.42 m § early 
in the morning a prairie woolf" came near our camp which I shot he was in size 
that of a small Dog between the size of a grey fox a woolf its colour grey on 
yallow like that of a grey Fox set out to our line 
79 m mound in prairie 51 chain pond 2 C wide land low wet prairie Soil 
good 225 
• The state line intersected the treaty line at milepost number 65 along the treaty line. 
t White hicky = Carya ovata (shagbark hickory) and perhaps C. tomentosa (mockernut 
hickory); cherry = Prunus serofina (wild black cherry); white thorn =? Crataegus (hawthorn) or 
?Malus (crab). 
t Pine Creek is a tributary of the Wabash River. 
, The compass man, John McDonald, frequently checked the magnetic variation of his instru­
ment. He sighted on the North Star to determine the difference between true north and magnetic north. 
By knowing this variation (declination), he was able to adjust the compass to set a course due north. 
§ McDonald determined that there was a difference of 6 degrees 42 minutes between true north 
and magnetic north. 
•• Prairie woolf = coyote. 
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Between the end ofmile 80 and the end ofmile 81, they crossed the crest of the moraine that 
divides the Vermilion River system from the Kankakee River valley. Prairie Green Township 
lay to the west in Illinois: 
80 m mound in prairie Soil Beautifully Rolling dry and very good 
81 m mound in prairie the land rises 30 or 40 feet above the levil of the country 
from which we can see several small groves of Timber to the NE & W, the first 
we have seen for some days 
. . . on our north line soil good and Dry 225 
They continued north across the watershed of Mud Creek, a small stream that joins Sugar 
Creek near Milford: 
82 m mound should have been 25 L in a pond 3 chain wide made a mound on 
the S side' call the pond Elk as we saw 2 near it the land again low and wet 
83 m mound in prairie land low & wet 
84 m mound prairie levil & wet land 
85 mound land levil & wet 
86 m mound in prairie 32 chain a Branch 20 L runs SW t levil wet land 
87 m mound in prairie land as above 
88 at 79 C 50 L intersect a smal grove of 7 hickory Trees. Set cherry post from 
which a hicky 15 I D B S65WAO L & Do 10 I D B S37W 65 L soillevil and 
rather wet 225 
• Standard procedure called for the crew to raise a mound of earth at the end of the mile, but 
this point fell 25 links into a pond that was 3 chains wide. They elected to make the mound on the 
south side of the pond. 
t The branch is Mud Creek, which generally flows to the northwest rather than southwest. 
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The crew stopped for the evening of June 20 at Sugar Creek, a stream that joins the Iroquois 
River at Watseka. They named the creek after their surveyor, John McDonald: 
encamped on a creek which we call Macdonalds creek which is a Branch of 
vermillion Sangaman & Illinois Rs • in a pleasant grove of Timber consisting of a 
about 30 low trees hicky & post oak find the small groves of Timber seen this 
morning ware no more than some Trees and Brushwood growing on the Bank of 
Macdonalds creek and verry Beautifully shows the Serpentine course of that 
pleasant stream through this extensive prairie no timber to be seen E W nor N 
Thursday 21 June 1821 the last knight & this morning cool & pleasant tryed the 
variation & find it to continue at 6.42 225 
They continued north across undulating prairie on the east side of Stockland and Sheldon 
Townships: 
89 m mound in prairie 14 chain Macdonalds creek Runs west 100 L wide the 
land on its Bank good 
90 m mound in prairie the prairies on the N side of M"donalds creek for the 2 
first miles rises gradually as we run north Dry good Soil 
m 91 mound in prairie timber in view W & N the land good somewhat rolling 
92 m mound in prairie land good & Dry. Timber in view to E N & west 
93 m mound the prairie Dry Soil Best quality 
94 m mound in prairie land good Saw 3 Elk in prairie 
95 m mound in prairie land good rather Rolling 
96 m mound in prairie land levil Dry Best quality 225 
At mile 97 they were east of present-day Sheldon: 
97 m mound in prairie land as above 
98 m mound in prairie land levil & good 
• Tipton referred to MacDonald's Creek (Sugar Creek) as a branch of the Vennilion, Sanga­
mon, and Illinois Rivers. Sugar Creek is a tributary of the Iroquois River, which flows to the Kankakee 
River. The Kankakee, Sangamon, and Vermilion Rivers are tributary to the Illinois River. Tipton was 
referring to the Vertnilion River that joins the Illinois River near La Salle-rather than Illinois' other 
Vennilion River, which joins the Wabash below Danville. 
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99 m mound in prairie 5 C a Branch 10 L R NW. 25 Branch 10 L NE land as 
above 225 
In mile 100 they crossed a small stream and soon came to the Iroquois River: 
100 mile 10 chain intersectd Timber 28 chain 50 L Branch 5 L NW 30 chain a 
stream supposed to be the South fork of Illinois River Indians call it Pickemink • 
Runs W 175 L wide at presant this stream is uncommonly high from appearance 
when much low would afford water sufficient for Boats of considerable Burthen 
S side the Bank high and good north side rather low the Banks sandy the Bed 
gravly good timber on Booth sides encamped on the south Bank 
Friday 22d 
having took the variation find it to be 6.57 made a raft took over our Baggage 
swam our horses got all safe over at 8 oclock 61 chain intersected a small wet 
Prairie 6 chain wide 67 intersected timber set walnut post from which a w oak 
12 I D B N65 W 12 L & hicky 10 I D B S7E 40 L the land levil and good Timber 
w & B oak hicky &c 
101 mile 8 C intersectd prairie of Best quality 49 C passed a small grove of 
Timber 1 C wide made mound in prairie 225 
Mile 102 ended in a lowland that is now bisected by a major drainage conduit, Whaley Ditch: 
m 102 mound should have been in a pond 30 C from S side but could not make 
one got some horses mired & one of mine badly hurt 
m 103 40 chain came to Dry land having passed through a pond 70 chain wide 
79 C intersected a small pond 2 C wide this mile eanded in the pond made 
mound on the north side of the pond 75 Links N of the eand of the mile Some 
small groves of Timber to be seen to the E none to N 
104 I C intersectd Dry land the prairie became more rolling seems to be 2d rate 
land some ponds of water at I C small p at 61 Copen p 2 C wide 75 C 
Do t 225 
• Pickemink = Iroquois River. Elsewhere in his journal, Tipton jotted a note: "Pecamink 
the name the creek that we cal surveyor macdonalds creek." 225 Tipton appears to have been confused. 
MacDonald's Creek is the name that Tipton's crew gave to Sugar Creek, a major tributary to the 
Iroquois River. They had aIready crossed Sugar Creek about 11 miles to the south, before reaching 
the Iroquois River. 
t Tipton's journal states that the north end of mile 103 was in the middle of a pond that was 
two chains wide (the south side of the pond was at 79 chains, and the mile ended at 80 chains). The 
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In the next mile they crossed the divide between water flowing southward directly into the 
Iroquois River, and drainage northward to Beaver Creek, a tributary of the Iroquois. 
Although this watershed divide is high, its surface is pitted with poorly drained depressions: 
m 105 mound in prairie Soil rolling with ponds 
mile 106 eanded in a pond 2 chain wide made mound on the South side of the 
pond one chain from the proper place the prairie here Rolling poor on the hils 
ponds between them & Rocks scatterd through them 
107 at 5 C pond 1 C 50 wide mound land rolling & not good 
108 m 3 chain a pond 2 C wide at 9 C an open pond 2 C 50 L wide at 21 C 
passed within 50 L of W eand of small grove of B oak Timber 2 C wide no 
Timber can be seen W some groves N & E. 59 chain a pond 2 C wide 62 C 50 
L intersect a small grove timber 67 a low wet prairie mileeand in a pond in 
which we set B oak p from which aBO 15 I DB N39E 2 C 73 L the land that 
is Dry is poor sandy soil thinly coverd with low B oak Timbers the small prairie 
low & wet 225 
In mile 109 the crew crossed the swale that carries the water ofBeaver Creek. Tipton noted 
"low wet prairie" and "low marshy prairie," but he did not make note of a creek. The survey 
was required to record the streams that the state line crossed-but either Tipton overlooked 
Beaver Creek, or it did not have a recognizable channel at that point: 
109 m 19 C intersect small grove B oak Timber 22 C 50 L a low wet prairie 
37 C 50 L small grove B oak timber 40 chain low wet prairie 45 C grove B oak 
Timber 50 L wide saw some huckleberry Bushes' 48 C low marshy prairie 
74 C grove small oak timber & poor land white oak 6 I D for post 
survey crew erected a mound at a point 75 links north of the end of mile 103. They came to dry land 25 
links farther north, at a point one chain north of the beginning (south end) of mile 104. The narrative 
further states, "at 1 C small p." The editors of Tipton's journal annotated this to read "at 1 C small 
post," meaning that the survey crew set a small post on the north side of the pond. The men had already 
marked the mile by raising a mound. Procedures required them to set a post only where the end of a 
mile fell in a timbered area. It seems likely that the "small p" was a "small pond" rather than a "small 
post." If so, the pond must not have been one chain north of the beginning of mile 104, for this was the 
point where the surveyors reached dry land. The "1 C" (I chain) in the edited transcript may be the 
resnlt of a transcription error: perhaps the surveyors encountered a small pond at seven chains rather 
than one chain (perhaps Tipton wrote "7 C" rather than "I C"). In any event, Tipton noted an open 
pond two chains wide ("open p 2 C wide") at 61 chains north of the beginning of mile 104, and another 
one ("Do," or ditto) at 75 chains. 
• The huckleberries are any of a number of species of Vaccinium. 
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110 m Barrens interspersed with low scruby oak Timber· 75 C low wet prairie 
made mound this prairie good soil but wet 225 
In the last part of mile III and the first part of mile 112, they surveyed along the east line of 
section 19, Township 29 North, Range 10 West. This line is less than a mile east ofIroquois 
County State Wildlife Area in Illinois, and it forms the west boundary of Willow Slough 
State Fish and Game Area in Indiana: 
III m 40 chain small grove of B oak Timber 50 chain wet prairie 60 C Tim­
ber 78 prairie 2 chain in prairie set p w 0 t in a pond from which a B oak 18 I D 
B S13E 198 L & Do 15 I D B S18W 190 L 225 
The men surveyed 30 chains farther until they reached an oak grove. They stayed for the 
night on a dune very near the southeast comer of Kankakee County: 
112 25 Chain Dry prairie 30 chain grove B & w oak Timber encamped for the 
kt took variation found it to be 7.00 Digres 
Satureday 23 a pleasant morn set out. 48 50 L low wet prairie 72 C grove B 
oak Timber in all the Timberd land under groth huckleberry Bushes-prairie low 
& wet set w 0 post; from which a w 018 I D B N33E 83 L & spanish oak ~ 15 I 
DB N38W 54L 
m 113 2 C 50 L a wet prairie 24 C grove of B & w oak Timber 37 C 50 L low 
wet prairie in which we made mound prairie N12W S12E more than 7 mil in 
length & one half in width § 
• Many of John Tipton's contemporaries referred to low, scrubby oak timber as "barrens." 312 
However, this passage can be interpreted to indicate that General Tipton made some sort of a distinction 
between "Barrens" and "low scruby oak Timber." Or perhaps he meant that the interspersed patches of 
low, scrubby oak timber were part of the barrens. 
t That is, "set a post of white oak." 
; That is, "set a white oak post." 
~ The identity of Spanish oak has long confounded readers of the U.S. Public Land Survey's 
records and other writings such as John Tipton's account. The name "Spanish oak" has been applied to 
a number of oaks whose leaves have pointed, bristle-tipped lobes. lu this instance "Spanish oak" may 
refer to Quercus palus/ris (pin oak), but it might possibly have been applied to a form of Q. velutina 
(black oak) with distinctive leaves. 
§ This prairie occupied a lowland between two dune fields. To the east are the sand ridges in 
Willow Slough State Fish and Wildlife Area. To the west is the highland where Leesville now stands. 
As Tipton noted, the front of this western ridge trends from uorth by north-northwest to south by south­
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114 m 24 C grove ofw oak under groth huckleberry Bushes 32 chain 50 L dry 
sandy prairie 2d rate soil 62 C low wet prairie .70 C small grove of low scrubby 
B oak Timber undergroth huckleberry Bushes soil poor & sandy 72 C 50 L 
low wet prairie 1 mil to E side & Y, to west of prairie 73 C pond in which mile 
eanded no mound could be made 
115 m 35 of this mil in a pond then wet prairie (through which we had to wade 
near a mil and lead our horses) 43 small grove of about 50 low scrubby B oak 
Trees few of them sufficient for one rail cut' under growth hucklebery bushes 
soil poor yallow sand prairie in Bredth 40 C W & 30 E 45 C low wet prairie in 
which mil eanded made mound 225 . 
In the 116th mile they passed east of the future site of Hopkins Park: 
116 m 78 C 50 L through wet mirie prairie then intersected grove of w & B oak 
timber set wop from which a w oak 24 I D B S65W 33 L & Do 18 I D B 
N55W 39 L Prairie here 2 wide W & 15 C E land poor yallow sand soil in the 
timber 
117 m 10 chain low wet mirie covered with water mile eand in it could not 
make mound 225 
By the end of mile 118 they were out of the broad, low prairie and were crossing a series of 
wooded dunes: 
118 m 25 chain grove w & B oake timber soil poor & sandy under growth 
huckleberry Bushes mile eanded in Timbered land Set w oak p from which a B 
o 18 I D B N75W 29 L & Do 20 I D B N28E 15 L. land in the Timberyallow 
sand soil under growth huckleberry Bushes 
ml19 Bopfromaw024IDBS15W121L&B024IDN85W98L land 
Rolling Timber w & B 0 top of soil nothing yallow sand 225 
Fifty-five chains into the 120th mile-at the southeast comer of Momence Township-John 
Tipton looked out across a grassy lowland that stretched more than two miles north to the 
Kankakee River: 
m 120 mound in prairie at 55 C intersectd a levil prairie rather wet soil Black 
1 foot then yallowsand then Blue sand ..this.prairie seems to lie some 2 or 3 feet 
southeast (North 12 degrees West to South 12 degrees East). 
• Few of the trees were tall and straight enough to be cut into one section of fence railing 
(usually at least 10 feet long). 
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lower than the surrounding country Runs south west no timber to be seen 
except some small groves & extends about 3 miles NE with 2 small groves in that 
part had to Dig in the prairie for water 
m 121 made mound in prairie 
m 122 made mound in prairie the prairie quiet sandy & verry poor 225 
Nearly half a mile north of the beginning of mile 123, the surveyors came to the south bank 
of the Kankakee River: 
123 m 10 chain Timber 20 chain prairie 38 chain a stream called by the French 
Kankakee River Prairie intersect the River for about 3 mile NE and on the South 
W about 5 C at this time it is uncommonly high and from appearance when low 
will afford safe navigation for Boats of considerable Burthen (encamped for the 
kt took the variation find it continues at 6.57 The River here to measure strait 
across is abt 283 L 225 
The survey crew labored for the next three days to cross three miles of wet land that lay on 
the north side of the Kankakee River: 
(Sunday the 24 early in the morning made Raft and at 11 got safe over) contin­
ued our line find the River here Runing SW 300 Links wide at 50 chain intersect 
the River Runing SE 300 L wide at 64 chain intersect the River Running SW 300 
L wide' Varlation found at 7 D 67 intersect prairie on the NW Bank of the 
River the prairie Rises gradually to the N from the Bank high Dry good soil 
intersects the River on the SW side for about 10 chain NE & about 10 chain SW 
continues west for about half mile one of the most Beautifull we have seen made 
mound in Prairie mr McClintoc and myself attempted to cross the prairie on the 
direction of the line it commences from this mound a low wet prairie & continues 
1 mil then a most dreadfull swamp we tryed to gain high land which we could see 
plain to N then north E directed our packhorse men to head the swamp to E t 
after wadeing in this swamp four hours & half many time to our waist and having 
allmost killd our horses and Drowned ourselve we made good our way Back to the 
plaice where we first entered the swamp. we took the trail of our pack horses 
men who found it imposible to cross to E or N had turned to the W and after 
miring & allmost Drowning most of the pack horses we met them Returning to the 
mound on the south side of the swamp we returnd to a small grove of timber Yz 
• The survey line crossed the Kankakee River three times because it intersected the stream at an 
S-shaped bend. Such a double bend currently exists in the river at the state line. 
t The men were told to go east around the head of the swamp. This proved to be an impossible 
mission. 
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mile east of the line & made a large fire hoping our surveyor 2 chainmen & 2 
markers that had crosst on the line would se it and return to camp knowing they 
had neither provision to eat nor Blankits to shelter them from the merciless attack 
of the muscheeter who allmost Darken the air with their nos. between 11 & 10 
oclock A L Davis and SarnI Littell waded the swamp and arrive safe in camp 
worn Down by feteague we slept 
Monday the 25 
Littell & Gemill ware Dispactchd with provision for our surveyor & with directions 
for him to run the line 4 mi Mr Mclintoc Davis Le plant & William & myself set 
out to effect our passage to E but found it impassible for horses I then walked 
throug on foot found the grass here as in all other parts of the swamp higher than 
my head and when I gaind the timber the swamp grew much worse Returnd to 
our former grove of Timber and encamped Mr Le plant was dispached for the 
surveor & I walked across the swamp to the hig land on the line 3 m and the swamp 
allmost impossible on foot Returnd to camp much feteagued we resolved on 
Return of the surveor & hands to attempt causwaying with grass' & taking our 
horses on it and our baggage on our Backs Rain to knight 
Tuesday 26 A L Davis went Down the swamp to find a passage the Surveyor & 
hand arrive about 9 Barefootd & allmost naked having been absent 2 days without 
blankits and but little to eat nor nothing to shelter them from weather & muschee­
ters at 10 A L Davis returned & reported that at 8 mile the swamp became a deep 
creek which he had crossed and found high land north of it this was welcome 
kenws all hands set to mending moccasons in good spirits we hav plenty of 
Baken flour & coffee but no sugar from the surveyors field Book we find he had 
run the following no of M t to wit, 
124 mound in wet prairie 
125 eand in our. swamp .nomound could be made 
• The men intended to cut grass and lay it on the miry surface of the marsh to build up a cause­
way that would be firm enough to support them and their horses. 
t That is, "he had run the following number of miles." 
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126 eand on Dry ground & mound a few chain from pond These 3 wet prairie 
and pond 
127 m mound in prairie 2d rate sandy soil levil & Dry we left our camp at 11 
to our grate Joy reached the hig land at 2 oclock on our way to the line we found 
an Indian hut the appeared very frendly presented us a fine kettle of straw­
berries in Return for a kettle of flour our Indian tell us no place the pond can be 
crossed the surveyor and some of the hands went on to a Branch and stoped the 
Indian man & some squaws went with us Mr Mcclintoc & Mjr D Bell·A L Davis 
and myself to the camp from the man we learnt they Puttowotomies call our the 
River on which we campd 23d Tioakakee the French Kankakee' that it is a 
Branch of the Illinois puts into it in about 15 mile or half days ride & the creek 
that we called South fork ofIllinois they call Pecamink but can tell nothing of 
what River it is a Branch. that the Puttowotomies have a large Town on the 
Illinois River below the mouth of Tioakakee. we arrive on the line north of the 
pond in a high Rolling prairie and examined it as follows, m 128 mound in Prarie 
10 the top of a hill which encircles the N & west margin of the pond and Rises 
about 20 feet above pond its tops Rolling sandy prairie with some few groves of 
Timber the passed through a gap in the timber immediately on the top of the hill 
about y., of a mile wide some Timber on the NE & a small grove NW & W 
mile 129 mound in Rolling sandy prairie 2d rate soil 
130 mound in Rolling prairie 2d rate soil 225 
They camped for the night of June 26 in woods bordering West Creek at the northeast 
corner of Kankakee County: 
131 eanded in a small grove ofw 0 Timber set wop from w a w 0 t 30 I D B 
S50E 50 L & Do 18 B snw 120 L land quiet hilly & poor with some under 
Brush good water the first we have seen for 2 or 3 weeks except we dug for it 
encamped for the Kt some small groves of Timber E this camp is 8 & Y:z mile in 
front of our camp of the 23d 225 
On the next morning the survey crew continued northward along the west side of the West 
Creek valley: 
• On another page of his notebook, Tipton wrote, "Tioakakee puttowatomie Indian name of 
the River on which we encamped on the 23d JIDle Kankakee in French and is a Branch of the Illinois 
puts into the Illinois in about 15 of the line the above information obtained of an Indian we saw on 
26 &c." 225 
t That is, "set a white oak post from which a white oak ...." 
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Wednesday 27 a fine cool morning Took variation last kt & find it at 6.22 Set 
out on m 132 first half Rolling poor Barrens covered with shrubbery 2d half 
Rolling prairie made mound timber 1 mile E none W 
m 133 mound in prairie soil 2d rate sandy very uneaven (grove Timber low 
scrubby w 0 1 mile E) 
m 134 mound in prairie land Rolling poor and stony grove of low w 0 Timber 
continues to Run something E of N 1liz miles E of line· Crosst one small pond of 
bad water 
m 135 mound in Rolling or Rather hilly prairie soil 2d quality grove continues 
1 & liz mile E of line 
m 136 mound in prairie which is verry Rolling soil2d quality. grove still 
continues 1 mile east of line & small thin grove half mile west 
m 137 mound in prairie soil Rolling 2d quality grove continues 1& V. mile E 
small thin grove 40 C W 
m 138 mound in prairie soil 2d rate 5 chain pond 1 C 225 
Mile 139 stretched across a broad, indistinct divide between the waters of the Kankakee 
River and those of Lake Michigan. To the east the men could see trees along West Creek, 
which flows to the Kankakee. To the west they saw a thin grove in the headwaters of Plum 
Creek, which drains to the Calumet River and then into Lake Michigan: 
m 139 mound in prairie soil as above Timber still continues 1 mile E small 
thin grove of Low timber half mile W 
m 140 3 chain 50 L intersectd small grove B & w 0 Timber Low scrubby Trees 
runs SW & NE (encamped to cook dinner had to strain the water before it 
could be used) set out at 30 chain intersectd Prairie NW & SE at 57 C 50 L 
passed a small grove of post oak & hicky Timber 58 chain a low wet prairie in 
which mile eanded could not make mound soil 2d rate 
m 141 mound in prairie soillevil and poor 
142 10 cintersectd Barrens thinly covered with B & post oak & huck bushes t 
set wop from which a w 06 I DB N65W 183 L & Do 8 I D B S45E 175 L 
• The timber was along West Creek. 
t Huck bush = Vaccinium (hucklebeny or bluebeny). 
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m 143 20 chain intersected grove ofw 0 & hicky Timber 35 chain low wet 
prairie 47 chain Barrens 60 C low wet prairie 74 C Barrens set wop from w 
a w 0 IS I D B N32E 29 L & Do 12 I D B S75E 120 L Soil poor 
m 144 70 chain intersect low wet prairie mound land 2d rate 
m 145 45 chain a creek & some timber on it 50 L wide Runs E ofN supposed 
to be waters of Lake Michigan with some small timber growing on its Banks 
encamped for the kt 225 
When the surveyors camped for the night ofJune 27, 1821, they stopped along a branch of 
Plum Creek in the southeast corner of Crete Township. At this point they had ventured 
about five miles north of the Kankakee valley. 
Mter continuing to Chicago and surveying along the south shore of Lake Michigan, the sur­
veyors headed back to the Kankakee River on July 3. Mter about 30 miles of travel, they 
came to "a large village ofPuttawotomie Indians" on the north side ofthe Kankakee valley: 
their chief, a fine looking man, gave us a verry pressing invitation to encamp in 
one of his houses which we declined he then piloted us to a creek where we 
found plenty of grass and every thing nessciery for an encampment he with others 
staid and smoked with us untilliate had come 30 m 225 
The site of their encampment on the night of July 3 appears to have been at or near the 
village of Wanatah, along a small tributary of the Kankakee River in southwestern La Porte 
County. For the 4th of July, General Tipton wrote in his journal, 
we cellebrated the day of our Indipendance only in contemplating that we are free 
& in wishing those hapy whose situation give them leisure and oppertunity for 
festivity our Indian path on which we travled from the Lake to this village 
seemed to eand here our intention was to steer for Tippicarmoe could here of 
no path the allmost impassible swamp of Kankikee which gave us so much 
Trouble on the 24th 25th & 26th aulto extending east to near this village got a young 
Indian to pilot us to a camp on the Kankikee River whare we are tolld the have a 
cannoe set out early travld west of south about 9 mile' about one half the Dis­
tance wet marshy Prairie and the other Timbered land Soil Sandy 2d quality 
Timber mostly low B oak some w 0 & hicky under growth some t with some 
huckleberry Bushes (the village at which we encamped last kt is SE of Chicago 
about 60 mile situate in the midst of the Kankakee ponds about 30 m E of State 
Line & 15 .south of L M lat 1 I stop. at the N side of the swamp or pond to let our 
• The men appear to have headed toward the Potawatomi Ford, later the site of Baum's Bridge. 
t Perhaps this "some" should be read as "same." 
I L M = Lake Michigan. 
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horses rest &c 20 past 4 set out and after waiding 3 h & 20 minuts we arrive safe 
on the south side of the swamp north Bank of the Kankikee river where it appears 
to be running with a smart currant alltho it is spread out to the Bredth of 120 yds 
having waided about 5 miles in Travling 8 here we found some Indians on a hunt­
ing Tour with 2 cannoes they ware encampd at Y:, p 4 got over the creek I 
swapped A L Daviss horse saddle and Bridle to an Indian for his horse saddle & 
Bridle paid our Indian gide $1 & some powder and Lead. Set out at 5 travled 4 
mile south most of the way wet prairie some groves of B oak Timber under 
growth huckleberry Bushes encamped rnr • killed a Turkey after a good 
supper the kt cool slept well 225 
Tipton and his companions set out near dawn on July 5th, "a fine cool morning"-
Set out at Y:, p 5 travld till 15 P 9 the country part wet prairie part Timber 
low B 0 except 2 small groves of large wand Spanish oak land poor & sandy 
Travling south on a path which an Indian told us leads to Ft Harrison have 
Travled about 12 mile Set out about 5 mile came to Pekarnink t a creek the 
state line crosses some distance west of this an Indian overtook us & after taking 
dinner with us he put us on a path he said would take to Tippecannoe (saw some 
huts ofPuttomies I) Travled about 14 mile SE through a poor country Saw one 
small Dry Rich prairie the most of the country wet prairie all swampy and levil 
never can admit of cultivation lost our path in a swamp & encamped for the kt 
had come about 14 m my horse tierd I had to walk muscheeter very plenty 225 
Some time during the 5th or 6th of July, Tipton's party crossed the divide between the Kan­
kakee and Wabash valleys. Late in the morning of July 6, they reached the Tippecanoe 
River, a tributary of the Wabash: 
Friday the 6th a fin morning Set out at 6 at 7 crosst a small creek run NE at 9 
crosst a Larg creek Runing SE having Travled about 10 miles. Set Y:, p 9 at 10 
came to Tippecannoe River 2 mile on a fine high Bank where we saw sine of 
having Been an oald Indian village 225 
1823: A Gazetteer ofthe States ofIllinois andMissouri 
Perusal of Lewis C. Beck's guidebook reveals the prevailing state of knowledge about the 
Kankakee River five years after Illinois became a state: 
• The manuscript has a blank in place of the h1l1lter's name. 
t Pekamink = Iroquois River. Tipton was on the upper reaches of the Iroquois River in Jasper 
C01l1lly. 
1Puttomies = Potawatomi. 
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Theakiki river, a large navigable stream, rises in the northwestern part of Indiana, 
and ... runs a northwesterly course through the northeastern part of Illinois. 
Mter receiving Yellow river, Iroquois river, and several other tributaries, it unites 
with the Des Plaines, and forms the Illinois, 30 miles above the mouth of Fox 
river. Navigation can be effected through the Theakiki and St. Joseph of the 
Lakes, when it cannot through Chicago creek and the Des Plaines. • Boats of 
ordinary size may ascend as high as British lake, at which place is a trading house, 
60 miles due south of Chicago. t From this lake the river loses itself in a cranberry 
marsh, extending 50 miles east, and rising at the big spring, near the state line 
between Illinois and Indiana. ~ To this spring it is navigable, at all seasons of the 
year, for small boats. From this to the St. Joseph's is a portage of nine miles, 
across a sandy ridge. 
The Theakiki was discovered by the French at a very early period, and was one of 
the principal routes to the Illinois. 
. . . The junction of this stream with the River des Plaines or the Illinois, is called 
by the Canadians the Forks. It is here a beautiful stream, while the Illinois is very 
shallow. From the Forks to Cowpens, ~ on the St. Joseph of the Lakes, by water, 
is 180 miles; by land 80. § 
• It was possible to use the Kankakee River-St. Joseph River portage when water was too 
low to use the Chicago River-Des Plaines River route. 
t The point on the Kankakee River due south of Chicago was known as the Upper Rapids. 
British Lake (more often known as English Lake) was a widening in the river more than 40 miles to 
the east of the Upper Rapids. 
~ The construction .of this sentence is confused. Beck meantto say that the cranberry marsh 
begins at the state line and extends 50 miles east, where it arises at the big spring. The actual distance 
from the west end of the marsh to its source is closer to 80 miles than 50 miles. 
~ The prairie at the portage was known as Ie Pare aux Vaehes, or the Cowpens. 
§ The actual distance from the mouth of the Kankakee River to its source was approximately 
310 miles by water (before the channel was straightened), or 110 miles by land in a straight line. 
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· .. The Theakiki crosses the eastern boundary line of the state, 180 miles north of 
Vincennes, and 35 miles south of Lake Michigan. At this place its width is 300 
links. 41 
1823-27: The Autobiography of Gurdon Saltonstall Hubbard 
At the end of summer in 1823, Gurdon S. Hubbard headed south by boat from the Straits of 
Mackinac to the Kankakee River valley. He and his companions chose to follow the portage 
route up the St. Joseph River from Lake Michigan, then down the Kankakee to the mouth 
of the Iroquois River. Mr. Hubbard recalled in his autobiography, 
We found the Kankakee narrow and crooked, with sufficient water to float our 
boats, but with very little current. 
Our progress under oars was at the rate of fifty or sixty miles a day, and we met 
with no obstacles until we reached the upper rapids or shoals, where the village of 
Momence is now located. 
From that point, shallow water continued at intervals until we reached the mouth 
of the Iroquois River, which river we ascended to a trading house, located a short 
distance below the present village of Watseka, which was our destination. 148 
During this trip to the Iroquois River valley in 1823, Gurdon Hubbard worked at a winter 
fur-trading post at present-day Watseka. By the winter of 1824-25 he had moved his out­
post upstream to Bunkum, where the village of Iroquois now stands on the Iroquois River 
(Figure 2). He later said of the spring of 1825, "We were in a state of semi-starvation this 
spring, being compelled to live almost entirely on corn. . .. Meat was much desired, but 
hard to procure." 148 
Mr. Hubbard wrote of an excursion to Beaver Lake two years later: 
One cold day in March, 1827, I went to Beaver Creek Lake for a hunt.• This 
was a part of the great Kankakee marsh, and geese, ducks, and swan were very 
abundant. The fall previous I had hidden a canoe in the vicinity of the lake and 
about thirteen miles from my trading house, and this I found with little difficulty. 
I hunted until nearly dark, when, thinking it too late to return home, I camped for 
the night on a small island in the lake. There were no trees, but I made a fire with 
driftwood, and having cooked some game for my supper, lay down and soon fell 
asleep. Some time in the night I awoke in great pain .... 
· .. I had a severe attack of inflammatory rheumatism .... from which I did not 
fully recover for eighteen months. I doctored myself with poultices of elm and 
decoctions of various herbs. 148 
• According to Judge Elmore Barce, "Beaver Lake and its swamp-lands were then the principal 
snpport" of Gurdon Hubbard's business for the American Fur Company. 21 
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The summer of 1827 brought events of the Winnebago War to Fort Dearborn. Residents of 
Chicago feared an attack. Gurdon Hubbard sped south on a horse to muster reinforcements. 
He arrived at his trading house on the Iroquois River within seven or eight hours after 
leaving Chicago, but he was hampered by wet conditions south of that point. Sugar Creek 
was "swollen out of its banks."· Regarding the march back to Chicago with soldiers from 
the Danville area, Colonel Hubbard recalled, "It rained continually, the trail was very muddy, 
and we were obliged to swim most of the streams and many of the large sloughs ...." t '48 
1826: Treaty at Mississinewa 
During the autumn of 1826, three representatives of the United States government met with 
the Potawatomi and Miami at Mississinewa or Paradise Spring, on the Wabash River at 
present-dayWabash, Indiana. The objective of the three federal commissioners was "to treat 
with the Indians owning lands in the State of Indiana." Most of the land in question was in 
the headwaters of the Wabash River, but the treaty also included a strip of land along the 
northern Indiana border that embraces the upper reaches of the Kankakee. Deliberations 
lasted 19 days. 
One of the negotiators, Governor Lewis Cass of Michigan, opened the council . . . 
My children, Pottawattamies and Miamies. 
. . . Your Great Father, the President of the United States has sent me, together 
with the two' gentlemen who sit with me, to meet you here upon business higWy 
important to you .... 
When the Great Spirit first placed you upon this Island, he gave you plenty of 
game for food and clothing, and bows and arrows, with which to kill it.- After 
some time, it became difficult to kill the game, and the Great Spirit sent the white 
men here, who supplied you with guns, powder and ball, and with blankets and 
• Hiram Beckwith's accoWlt of Colonel Hubbard's ride states, "He pushed on to Sugar Creek, 
which he fOWld swollen beyoud its banks, which obliged him to wait Wltil daylight." 43 
t Hezekiah Cunningham's story of this march is excerpted on page 44. 
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clothes.- We were then a very small people, but we have since greatly increased, 
and we are now spread over the whole face of the country.- You have decreased, 
and your numbers are now much reduced. You have but little game, and it is 
difficult for you to support your women and children by hunting. 
Your Great Father, whose eyes survey the whole country, sees, that you have a 
large tract of land here, which is of no service to you.- You do not cultivate it, 
and there is but little game upon it.- The Buffalo has long since left it, and the 
deer are going. There are no beaver, and there will soon be no other animals 
worth hunting upon it. . .. Your Great Father is willing to give for this land much 
more than it is worth to you.- He is willing to give you more, than all the game 
upon it would sell for. He will make you a considerable present now, and he will 
allow you an annuity hereafter.- You know well, that all he promises, he will 
perform.­
... Your Great Father is not only anxious to purchase the country of you, but he 
is desirous, that you should remove far from his white children. . .. The game too 
flies before our improvements, and when that goes you must follow it.- ... Your 
Father owns a large country west of the Mississipi.- He is anxious, that all his red 
children should remove there, and set down in peace together.- Then they can 
hunt, and provide well for their women and children, and once more become a 
happy people.- ... You will then have a country abounding in game, and you will 
also have the value of the country you leave.- 'You will be beyond the reach of 
whiskey, for it cannot reach you there.- Your Great Father will never suffer any 
of his white children to reside there, for it is reserved for the red people.- It will 
be yours, as long as the sun shines, and the rain falls.-
You must go before long.- You cannot remain here.- You must remove or 
perish.- Now is the time for you to make a good bargain for yourselves, which 
will make you rich and comfortable.- 225 
Six days later on October 11, the council reconvened. A chiefnamed Au,ba, nau,bee rose to 
respond for the Potawatomi: 
You have often asked us for land, which we have sold you. The foolish have sold 
you more than they ought. You now ask us for more land.- The land on which 
we now live, we require for our subsistence, and our conclusion is of our young 
men, our chiefs, our warriors and all, not to sell you any more.- 225 
Chief Le Gros spoke for the Miami: 
You speak to us with deceitful lips, and not from your hearts. It seems so to 
me.- You make mention of the game. You say the game is going away, and we 
must follow it; who drove it away- You trampled on our soil, and drove it away. 
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Before you came, the game was plenty, but you have drove it away.- ... You 
point to a country for us in the west, where there is game.- We own there is 
game there, • but the Great Spirit has made and put men there, who have a right to 
that game, and it is not ours-. 225 
James Ray, Governor of Indiana, addressed the Miami: 
Your talk is ingenious, but will not bear the test.- The Great Spirit placed the 
white man on this island, as well as the red man.- It was also his will, that the red 
men should diminish in numbers, but that the white men should greatly increase-. 
This is the natural result of things, and not the fault of the white men.­
... We will give you blankets, and cloth, and silver and guns and lead, and make 
you richer than if you had every musk-rat caught between the Wabash and Lake 
Michigan-. 225 
Discussions resumed on the following day. Au,ba,nau,bee conceded for the Potawatomi: 
We have listened to your voice, and we have considered what you have said to us, 
and we have agreed to your request in part. 225 
Le Gros, the Miami chief, did not agree: 
Father, the request you have made of us, we never can agree to-it is impossible.­
If you was to give us as many dollars, as would cover our land, we would not sell 
it you.- We never can sell it.- 225 
On October 16 a draft treaty was read to the Potawatomi. Metea, a Potawatomi chief, 
replied in part, 
The land which we sell you will never be rotten, but will get better, but the goods 
you give us will not last long-in two years they will all be gone. We want you to 
give each one of us one hundred dollars a year for support- We want you to 
make the annuity longer. 225 
The Potawatomi accepted the terms of the treaty, and the commissioners immediately met 
with the Miami. Governor Cass told them, "We do not come here to be trifled with by 
Lagro' s t senseless speeches -" A week later the treaty was signed by "the chiefs, principal 
men, and warriors of the Miami tribe." 225 
• In other words, "We own up to the fact that there is game present there." 
t Lagro = Le Gras. 
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1827: Hezekiah Cunningham 
Hezekiah Cunningham was a soldier in the Vermilion County Battalion during the Winne­
bago War. Mr. Cunningham marched from Danville to Chicago under the command of 
Colonel Gurdon Hubbard. Decades later Cunningham recalled their journey across the Kan­
kakee River valley and beyond: 
It had been raining for some days before we left home, and it rained almost every 
day on the route. The streams and sloughs were full of water. We swam the 
former and traveled through the latter, sometimes almost by the hour. Many of 
the ponds were so deep that our men dipped up the water to drink as they sat in 
their saddles. 43 
The soldiers encountered an unusual source ofwater along their route between Danville and 
Chicago: 
The only good water we got going out or coming back was at a remarkable spring 
bursting out of the top of a little mound in the midst of a slough, a few miles south 
of the Kankakee. I shall never forget this spring; it was a curiosity, found in the 
situation I have described.* 43 
1827: Ramsay Potts 
In January of 1827, Ramsay Potts reported to the Governor ofIndiana, "... the Indians on 
the Kankakee are in a deplorable condition. Game is so scarce that few (if any) are inabled 
to kill a sufficiency for their support. They are literally in a starving condition ...." 225 
1829: A Traveler 
The January 7, 1829,edition of the Madison, Indiana, Republican carries a letter from a man 
who called himself "A Traveler." 
Mr. Editor: The writer of this has spent some days of the last month examining 
the country on the St. Joseph of Lake Michigan, the Wabash and Kankikee. 
. . . We traveled from Lake Michigan a southeasterly course, and descended a hill 
of more than one hundred feet, and soon found ourselves in the. neighborhood of 
these celebrated Kankikee ponds. The river of that name rises near the center of 
Indiana, from east to west, and flows west through a low valley, which is from 
four to eleven miles wide, and in the spring is covered with water. After the sum­
• Such a spriug-issuing from the summit of a mound amid a wetland-is indeed a remarkable 
curiosity. The mound appears to have been a raised fen, built up by the gradual accumulation of peat at 
a point where highly mineralized groundwater discharged onto the surface. 
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mer season sets in the quantity of water decreases, but there remains a marsh or 
swamp which is said to be sixty miles in length from east to west, and impossible 
at most places for man or horse to pass. . .. The ponds above mentioned extend 
along the north side of the river beyond the State line. Most of the land on this 
river within Indiana is exceedingly poor. We crossed the Kankikee, which from its 
appearance we believed sufficiently large for boats to pass down it, from a point 
thirty or forty miles within the State of Indiana, part of the year. The trace on 
which we traveled led us southeast to Yellow river, a large branch of the Kanki­
kee, within the country now owned by the Pottawatamies, and the whole distance 
between these rivers we saw no land suitable for farming, it being mostly wet 
prairie, or if timbered, with low black oak, and the soil of the most inferior quality. 
Mter crossing Yellow river and traveling about four miles, we passed a beautiful 
lake, from seven to ten miles in circumference, called by the Pottawatamie Indians 
Mix-in-kuk-kee.• It is surrounded with rolling land of good quality and is formed 
from springs, and seems to occupy the highest summit between the Tippecanoe 
and Kankikee rivers. 1 
1829: Jesse and David Green 
The Green brothers came to Illinois with a large group from Ohio in November of 1829. 
Soon after entering Illinois, they stopped at Gurdon Hubbard's trading post on the Iroquois 
River at Iroquois. There they bought a perogue (canoe), and three of the men took the boat 
with 3,000 pounds of goods down the Iroquois River to the mouth of the Kankakee. The 
rest of the Ohioans continued overland across the Iroquois valley to meet the perogue. 
According to the Greens' narrative of their journey, 
Our teams crossed a prairie which had no bottom-at least, we did not find any. 
The second day, found a stream too deep to cross; felled trees from either side till 
they formed a temporary bridge, over which we conveyed our goods and people, 
which was barely accomplished when the accumulated waters swept our bridge 
away. The teams were made to swim, one horse barely escaping drowning. 
. . . It took us over three days to reach the mouth of the Kankakee, a distance 
of thirty miles, t while the perogue had to go seventy miles by water ... We 
ferried most of our goods over the Illinois on the perogue, when a friendly Indian 
showed us a ford where we took our team over without difficulty. Our com being 
• Lake Maxinkuckee is immediately south of the Kankakee River watershed in southwestern 
Marshall County. 
t The straight-line distance from the village of Iroquois to the mouth of the Kankakee River is 
about 55 miles. The actual route of the migrants-either overland or by river-must have been much 
longer. 
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exhausted, our teams had nothing to eat but browse, or dry prairie grass, and very 
little of that, as the prairie had nearly all been burned over. 16 
1831: Amasa Washburn 
In company with six other emigrants, Amasa Washburn embarked for Illinois in the spring of 
1831. Mr. Washburn had been a schoolmaster in Vermont, and his writing skills were 
unusually well developed for a pioneer. His diary' describes the group's descent of the Kan­
kakee River, beginning at the portage between the St. Joseph and the Kankakee. There they 
launched their "two spacious dug-out canoes" into the source of the Kankakee on June 2. 
In putting our boats in, we found it to be at first very small, shallow, and crooked; 
sometimes so narrow an active person could jump across. By two 0'clock in the 
afternoon we were all ready to sail again, and soon made our way winding and 
turning toward every point of the compass. When night approached we were 
hardly out of sight of the starting point, and as by this time there was no place to 
land. We continued all night. 
June 3. As we continued the stream became much wider and much deeper. We 
were surrounded by a desolate marshy country and frequently saw on the bank 
rattle snakes when we put our poles on the shore to push. Towards the middle of 
the day, we began to suffer with thirst as all the water we had was tepid and ill 
tasting marsh water, which was bitter from all its reptiles, animals, and decayed 
vegitation. 
In the afternoon it became very warm with a good deal of thunder and lighting and 
some little rain. Towards night we came to a little piece of dry land at a big bank 
on a neck of land between two lakes. t We landed and went in search of water but 
without suc~ess. There were a few old Indian camps, but the well was worse than 
the river, in consequence of standing considerable time without cleaning. We 
searched about for some time, returning disconsolate and weary. So we got into 
our boats and proceeded. 
In a little time we were really out of sight of dry land. We learned that we would 
be obliged to again stay on the water all night. It was at dusk when we saw a 
widening of the water, but thought it oflittle consequence. We thought we could 
• Amasa Washburn's account is from Marion Isaacs' book, The Kankakee. Mr. Washburn 
settled in McLean County; an abridged story of his trip appears in Professor E. Duis' Good Old Times 
in McLean County. 110 
t The high ground may have been at the lower end of a former wideuing of the Kankakee River 
known as Mud Lake. This point on the river is now a railroad crossing southeast of La Porte. 
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make our way over it before dark, but as we proceeded we found the dimly lit 
shore ahead seemed to recede from us. 
Clouds arose and we soon found ourselves in almost impenetrable darkness. In a 
little while, we were utterly lost on a great expanse of water and knew not which 
way to tum.• At this time great hordes of mosquitoes and other insects descend­
ed upon us, but being provided with a little dry wood we built fires on the bow of 
each boat where we had built a clay and rock surface for just this purpose. The 
destruction which we made of the insects was something beyond description. The 
fire soon dispersed them and they fell in great multitudes all around us. Although 
our fires kept us from being virtually carried off by these insects, they made a 
great deepening of the gloom around us. 
The doleful sounds of bull frogs on every side, occasionally punctuated by the 
honk of a wild goose alarmed by our fire, made the night positively noisy. We 
were sailing or paddling furiously about, unaware of where we were going until it 
was proposed that we let the two boats drift, only keeping them in line. Thus we 
obtained and took the direction of the current. Although the water moved very 
sluggishly, we were able to ascertain the direction of the current. With the help of 
our oars we were soon out of this horrible place, but we went into one more 
dangerous. 
We entered into a deep and wide stream of fast moving water. t We rowed from 
side to side searching for a landing place, but found the water was bounded on 
either side by a sort of thatch-grass that grew to enormous heights and seemed at a 
little distance to be high banks. As we sought a landing, the wind came up, blow­
ing hard, and there was a great appearance of rain. The waves began running so 
high as to be dangerous, and we wished for a new day. Fortunately for us, the 
wind blew off into the distance and the rain stopped-it was only a trickle-so we 
. proceeded carefully along in the dark. Our little Ark-for such it now seemed to 
us-moved slowly, until before long the long-wished-for sun arose. 
With the rising of the sun there came also a rising of the winds again and waves 
ran so high they seemed about to swamp the boat. Frequently they washed into 
our canoes. By exerting all our strength and all our skill, we were able to keep 
afloat and were soon driven westward with great velocity until we found ourselves 
in another narrow channel with high banks. About noon there arose a heavy thun­
• The immigrants had entered the upper end of English Lake, which stretched for more than 10 
miles aloug the Kankakee River. The lake has been drained. 
t This point may have been a constrictiou between the upper and lower parts of English Lake. 
The railroad between Valparaiso and Knox crosses the Kankakee River here. 
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der shower, furiously raining and hailing. We, of course, had no shelter but our 
umbrellas, which were of little consequence in such a storm. 
Near sunset, as we were about to enter a piece of woods, we discovered we were 
coming into a still larger lake far exceeding anything we had yet seen-with waves 
foaming and running furiously.• 
The first proposal was to tie up to a tree and remain where we were until the 
storm should cease. But not knowing our distance from any civilization and being 
very short of provisions, we concluded to put out a little ways with the hope of 
proceeding, but being always prepared to hurry back into the wood-lined banks if 
such was unwise. We soon discovered that with some hard labor we could attain 
the leaward side and could sail along the bul-rushes without being endangered by 
the high waves. In this way we effected the needed passage and a little before 
dark on June 4, we found ourselves in a stretch of smooth water. 
There being no chance of building a shore fire and not knowing to what specie of 
wild beast we might be exposed, and by now being somewhat familiar with sailing 
in the night, we concluded to go on-but before long we entered into a most 
singular place. I cannot fully describe it but at night it seemed to be a vast area of 
water to which we could discover no bounds, out of which grew numerous groves 
or bunches of trees f-thus we were lost again, and once more had to let the 
tandem boats drift with the current. We eventually got through this place and 
found ourselves in a rapid stream formed by a narrowing of the river. + We ran 
against breakers which we assumed were caused by some sort of massed fallen 
trees and vegetation, and 'perhaps stones, ahead in the water. We, of course, 
became alarmed for there was a definite danger there, but happily we discovered a 
shore which we made up to-only to discover it to be a wet prairie. As we edged 
along we were escorted by wolf howls following us along the banks. They 
seemed to come from different directions. None of us were accustomed to such 
and we were uncertain. As for me, I was much fatigued and slept quietly in the 
boat all through the night, while most of the others remained awake in fear. 
June 5. This day we still sailed along the big expanse of water into a wilderness 
and a marsh country, seldom seeing any dry land, and having again to drink brack­
• This place probably was the lower or main body of English Lake. The downstream end of 
this fonner lake is marked by the village of English Lake in Starke County. 
t As one descended the Kankakee River, the first extensive tracts of riparian forest began 
downstream from the lower end of English Lake. 
+The canoeists found that the current was swift whenever the Kankakee's channel was con­
stricted. Perhaps the stream had an unusually high rate of discharge because it was still draining the 
heavy precipitation that had accumulated during the notoriously snowy winter of 1830 -31. 
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ish river water all the day as our containers of water obtained up the river were 
now empty. At nightfall we ran out of the main channel and right among the 
trees. Here we were fortunate enough to find a little island or grove on which, 
though very wet, we succeeded in building a fire to keep off any wild animals, 
and we lay down in our boats to sleep.• 
On June 6, we started our journey with sad countenances and heavy hearts for 
there was no sign of us coming to a civilized country, and we were destitute of 
provisions. Only by accident did one of our party discover a small deer asleep 
along the grassy banks. We drifted silently by until one man stepped ashore, 
returned to the location, and killed the animal. 
This was on dry land, the first we had seen for some time, and much was now 
turning in our favor. Here we camped, dressed the deer, made some bread, and 
had a delicious feast. We took what we thought we could eat before it spoiled 
and once more got into our boats, sailing onward. 
· .. In the afternoon we discovered some Indians on the bank . . .. . .. We had 
passed a fording place but they did not turn back but kept up with us from over 
the river. The place was at the northernmost bend in the Kankakee River .... t 
· .. Night soon approached, and we had indications that several Indians occupied 
sites in the locality, and still feared we might be molested so we remained within 
our boats and continued onward during the night. 
On this particular night it became my regular turn to pilot the boat again. There 
was a moon at first but it soon went down-and then came a most odd and extra­
ordinary light. The clouds were thick and dark all around except a little streak in 
the west-which was frequently directly before us, as our general direction was 
west. The odd light gave sufficient illumination so I could see a considerable 
distance ahead. We were not much surprised at the first showing of the light, 
thinking it was a sunset glow, but it continued on until after midnight when it 
finally began to grow dim. j About this time we ran against several rocks ~ that 
• Marion Isaacs located this high gronnd "on the range line of Four West." 157 This point along 
the river is at the connnon corner of Porter, La Porte, Starke, and Jasper Connties. 
t The so-called northernmost bend of the Kankakee River is sonth of Aylesworth, between 
Porter and Jasper Connties. 
j What was the light in the western sky? Early Jnne is not a likely time for a prairie fire. Mr. 
Washburn wrote, 
When I was piloting the boats last evening, gnided as it were by the light mentioned, I thought 
of the Light that led the Children of Israel through the wilderness to their stops to camp and 
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the light no longer pointed out, so we turned to the shore, fastened our boats 
under some overhanging, partly submerged trees, and went to sleep. 
This is the Sabbath, June 7. . .. we thought it best to proceed until evening, we 
could again find a place to land. We almost ran into rapids again where it was 
difficult to pass. . .. After crossing these new rapids, we again found dry land, 
went ashore, and spread out our buffalo robes and great coats to dry for they had 
been drenched. 
Next morning-that is this Sunday morning-we ... rested quietly until mid­
afternoon. . .. In the evening we entered into a woods where it was very dark. 
The stream was very crooked, with many logs fallen into it and all were almost 
swept off. Not wishing to go on under such conditions, we tied the boats to a 
tree and built a fire on the fire-platforms in the boats. We were afraid of animals 
again; therefore, those fires on the bows must be watched all night long for they 
could easily bum everything up. Here we remained until daylight and were not 
molested at all. I hardly think any animals except those who live in the water or 
in the tree tops, would exist here. 
. . . June 8. On the now broadened river we made very little headway because of 
perverse head-winds. We had the consolation of seeing all dry land' and some 
horses feeding, which we assumed belonged to Indians for we were manifestly in 
an Indian country again. 
About the middle of the day the wind blew very high and there were big waves. 
We had to keep close to the shore.... some went ashore and walked along for 
now we were in prairie country. . .. before I hardly knew it, we were driven from 
the shore by the wind. With the two boats still well lashed together we were in 
trouble for a falls stood just ahead. . .. If we were driven into the current and 
over the small falls broadside, we were sure to be wrecked for the storm was 
violent. We decided to regain our close-to-shore position, which we did after 
much hard effort. In an hour or two the others came back, having found no game 
nor catch any fish. Our food was now almost gone. We chewed some slippery 
elm bark for supper. We tied up there for the night. 
rest. If it would not be thought ill of me, I should say this light of last night was so intended 
} 
for us; for without it, we should not have been able to steer the boat at all. If, as before, we 
had let the pair of boats follow the current again, we should surely have gone over the falls. 
I called it a dangerous task even with the light. 1S7 
~ Rocks in the river indicate that the men had reached the shoals and rapids that commence 
about a mile upstream from Momence. 
• By this point they were downstream from the Momence Wetlands, out of the Grand Kanka­
kee Marsh. 
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June 9. All the provisions we now have on hand is a little wheat flour.... we 
decided ... to mix it with water and drink it. . .. Beside this we had nothing but 
some grape vines, some roots we dug which someone among us knew, and some 
berries. 
It was very warm all day and twice we came to rapids over which we had to go. 
Once rocks forced us to turn broadside with the rapids but after much struggle 
we went over a considerable high falls end-wise. . .. Once we found a fast run­
ning surface that seemed to fall away from us like an inclined plane. It seemed to 
be underlaid with a flat rock. We went onward about 100 rods' and found we 
were at the Des Plains River, which comes down in a trough from the north. We 
acquired much velocity in descending our slope and had to turn into a sort of short 
cut to avoid trouble. By so doing we were in another river. [57 
In eight days Amasa Washburn and his companions had traversed the entire length of the 
Kankakee River, and they were ready to embark down the Illinois River. 
1832: Black Hawk War 
Captain Joseph Orr commanded a company ofIndiana Mounted Volunteers during the Black 
Hawk War. His headquarters in the summer of 1832 was along Hickory Creek, a few miles 
east of Joliet and about 10 miles north of the Kankakee River Area. On July 14 Captain Orr 
wrote to Major General Winfield Scott, the U.S. Army commander. Orr's letter mentions 
that noncombatant Indians had retired eastward into the Kankakee wilderness to avoid war: 
We have no information on which to rely of there being any scouting parties of 
Indians in this part of the country Yet the people believe themselves in danger 
here as well as the frontiers on the Iroquois t & Door Prarie. ; Most of their fears 
grow out of the circumstance of the friendly Indians late removel up the Kankakee 
and such other places of shelter near our frontiers as would serene them from the 
eye of armed forces marching to the seat of War, and in part from their want of 
confidence in the professions of the friendly Indianans 314 
• A rod is 16.5 feet. 
t On May 23 an Anny officer at Danville wrote to Governor John Reynolds, "1 have recieved 
authenticated intelligence from the uorth that the Hostile Indians are committing dipredations upou the 
settlements on the Fox Dupage-Kankikee and du plaine Rivers. News arrived yesterday of one family 
having been destroyed on the Kankikee and the inhabitants are reaching our settlements hourly from 
that vicinity in the greatest distress, leaving their property behind them to the mercy of the Indians." 313 
This report of warring along the Kankakee proved untrue. 
; Door Prairie was north of the Kankakee River in La Porte County. 
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Five days later Captain Orr wrote a follow-up to General Scott. A scouting party had 
returned after examining the Door Prairie settlements, then crossing the Kankakee River to 
inspect the frontier along the upper Wabash and Iroquois Rivers. According to the intelli­
gence thus received, Indians who had taken refuge in the Kankakee valley were starving: 
The Indians are said to be in a distressing condition, for the want of provisions­
their number increasing in that quarter in consequence of many who have removed 
there to seek shelter from armed forces in the field, and whose usual residence 
have been westward. These circumstances have induced many of them to hover 
around our frontier settlements with a view to barter, or to beg for 
subsistence . . . . 
· .. There is a band of Kickapoo Indians (say 3 or 400) ... near the southern 
tributaries of the Iroquoise, and near the state line of Indiana & Ill., ... who 
appear to be in a more distressed situation at this time than any other which have 
come under our observation. 314 
Soon after the scouts returned from the Kankakee and Iroquois River country, a company 
of Indiana Mounted Rangers marched into Illinois at the point where the Iroquois River 
enters the state. Their route would take them across the breadth of the Kankakee River 
Area. On August 3 the soldiers arrived at the trading post of Bunkum (Iroquois), on the 
bank of the Iroquois River in Iroquois County. One of the men, James C. Steele, recorded 
their progress in his daybook: 
. • h k 314The 3rd. we marched ... to Roc k-Wise, ... we campt on t at cree ... 
On August 4th the soldiers continued north across the Iroquois valley: 
· .. we took up the line of march and went on to Bever Creek, t took dinner, then 
went on to Cancakee River, t and campt. the river is about 200 years wide, runs 
swift and clear, affords the best of gravel and sand. 314 
• Rock-wise = Iroquois River. 
t James Steele and his companions crossed Beaver Creek near Papineau or Beaverville. 
t This Kankakee River crossing appears to have been near Aroma Park. Most likely the 
soldiers' route approximated the present-day alignment of the railroad between Iroquois and Aroma 
Park. 
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And the next day ... 
The 5th. we marched to Mud Creek and refreshed ourselves and horses in a beau­
tiful Sugar Tree Grove, • then went to Ricker Creek t and in-campt. 3[4 
John S. Tilford was with the same company of Indiana soldiers as James Steele. According 
to Tilford's diary, they arrived at Bunkum on August 3: 
3rd. . .. to Iroquois or Rockaway t Campt 
... 4th to Bever creek 12 miles to kankakee 8. crost campt fine river for fish 
broad shelow clear in parie ~ 
5th. to mud creek 4 miles. § come to Rickry creek Campt here 314 
• Mud Creek is an old name for Prairie Creek, which the troops crossed when they had com­
pleted about three-fourths of their day's march. Steele's statement is not clear because there was no 
grove where their road crossed Prairie Creek. Five-Mile Grove was about three miles farther north 
along the road (on Jackson Creek), but this does not appear to have been the "beautiful Sugar Tree 
Grove" where the soldiers refreshed themselves. Five-Mile Grove was rather small, and the Public 
Land Survey of 1834 did not make note of sugar maples there (only "Oak, Walnut &c," plus a cherry 
tree that was intersected by the section line). 301 
Most likely the soldiers stopped at Twelve-Mile Grove, which was on Forked Creek about three miles 
south of Prairie Creek (Mud Creek). Twelve-Mile Grove was a popular stopping place along the 
Bourbonnais-Hickory Creek Road because it was a pleasant source of shelter and water, and it was at 
a convenient location for resting. One of the grove's Indian names is said to have been Na-be-ne-ka­
nong, which translates as "Twelve miles from any other place." 322 Records from the U.S. 'Public Land 
Survey, made two years after Steele's visit, confirm that Twelve-Mile Grove had the sugar maples that 
Steele mentioned: along a section line that cut through the grove, the surveyor recorded, "timber 
sugartree Lynn Black Walnut Burr oak some hickory undergrowth Lyn Oak and black walnut." 302 
Lynn or Lyn is eastern basswood, a common associate of sugar maple. 
t Hickory Creek flows into the Des Plaines River at Joliet. 
t Rockaway = Iroquois River. 
~ In other words, the Kankakee was "a fine river for fish-broad, shallow, and clear, in 
prairie." 
§ Tilford's entry, "to mud creek 4 miles," is confusing. A four-mile march from his beginning 
point on August 5would have taken him to the vicinity of Soldier Creek, at the future site of Kankakee. 
Even as early as 1832 this stream was already well known as Soldier Creek. Tilford's companion, 
James Steele, also mentioned Mud Creek. Although Mud Creek is an old name for Prairie Creek, it 
appears that both men were referring to Forked Creek, which was roughly 24 miles down the road from 
their camp on the Kankakee River. Perhaps Tilford's entry should read "to mud creek 24 miles," rather 
than 4 miles. 
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The destination of Steele and Tilford was the Army camp on Hickory Creek where Joseph 
Orr was stationed. On his first and third days at camp, Tilford was occupied "hunting horses 
all day" (searching for strays), but he managed to kill a prairie-chicken, passenger pigeons, 
and so forth: "I cild parie hen pigeons &C." 314 
1834: Jane Frame Kenoyer 
Jane Frame came to the Kankakee River valley as a young member of a family of ten in 
1834. Sixty-seven years later her recollections were published at Sheldon; they were repub­
lished in 1985. Here is part of her story-
We landed at the head of Spring Creek, Iroquois County, Illinois on the 20th 
day of May, 1834 .... We arrived at our claim after dark, and found myriads 
of mosquitoes already in possession, which made music for us; they claimed 
blood relationship and called us cousin. We soon had a cheerful fire burning, 
cooked supper, made a big smudge to drive the mosquitoes away, lay down 
contentedly .... 
The wolves were very plentiful around our camp, which was an old camping place 
of the Indians, and but eight days vacated by them when we arrived. The next 
morning found us astir .... My youngest brother drove the oxen, Father held the 
plow, while I dropped the corn in every third furrow. . .. we lived six weeks in 
our wagons. . . . By this time the corn was up, ... but the season was so wet and 
having early frost that fall, we raised but little corn, hardly enough for bread, but 
we had a good crop of potatoes and buckwheat .... It was very sickly that fall; 
fever and ague was everywhere prevalent. 156 
1834-35: U.S. Public Land Survey 
Jeremiah Smith surveyed much of the Kankakee River valley for the U.S. General Land 
Office. On April 22, 1834, he formulated a word-picture of Township 34 North, Range 1 
West (Oregon Township in Starke County). This township is bisected by a small tributary 
in the headwaters of the Kankakee: 
The general appearance of the township is rather uninviting to the capitalist and 
land speculator, but to the poor man and him who wishes to act the "squatter" it 
holds out some inducements. The soil is generally sandy, on the rolling parts loose 
and white with but little soil or vegetation; on the lower and more level parts the 
land is more compact and of a darker color and generally pretty good sod or coat 
of roots, matted or near the surface. In the wet prairies the sods are from 6 to 18 
inches in height and about the same dimensions as to length and breadth. Their 
distances asunder, include every change of space from zero or 0 to 12 inches and 
of all the places ever a poor wight had to walk over with "heads up" and "eyes 
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front," they are the worst. • The marshes or marsh prairies are more smooth to 
walk over, but not a bit more pleasant to walk over than the prairies, for though 
we have not the stubby sods to be stumbling over continually we have water and a 
marshy substance to wade through and the whole placed upon a yielding elastic 
sod; all of which combined makes the labour of traversing them almost worthy to 
be laid along side and considered a parallel with the labour in the retreat of Heno­
phen with his ten thousand Greeks. 
On sections 10 and 15 and a part of section 16 is some pretty good land which 
would pay a man for cultivation. The balance of the town is either too wet to 
cultivate or so poor as not to justify cultivation, but a great part of it is very good 
for grazing, and that is why I think squatters may be induced to come here, as they 
need not be in fear of being bought out. 318 
In January 1835 Jeremiah Smith laid out Township 34 North, Range 3 West, which spans the 
Kankakee River between La Porte and Starke Counties. Smith wrote in his notebook, 
There is such an endless sameness of marsh, interspersed with a few groves of 
timber that there is nothing upon which to digress from the monotony of lamen­
tation. 318 . 
Township 33 North, Range 1 West (Washington Township in Starke County) embraces part 
of the lower Yellow River, a major tributary of the Kankakee. Jeremiah Smith reported in 
his survey book, 
The upland rolling parts of this township have a loose white sandy soil, in some 
places so loose that a person will sink an inch or two in walking over it. But little 
vegetation or undergrowth or shrubbery here. On the parts lower or more level 
the soil though still sandy assumes a more yellowish and in some places very near a 
black clay. The prairies are either dry, by which I mean such as can be cultivated, 
or they are wet, or they are wet and marshy. The soil of the prairie is generally 
black, but the dry spots are so few and far between that tilling is out of the ques­
tion, yet a good part of them are excellent for grazing. South of Yellow river in 
sections 19, 20 and 29 is as rich a pasturage as is to be found anywhere. The grass 
is thickly set and looks like an oat-field just before it heads. In it were a few 
Indian ponies keeping fat and wallowing in nature's choicest luxuries. Some of 
• Smith's depiction fits that of a meadow dominated by blne-joint grass (Calamagrostis 
canadensis) or tussock sedge (Carex stricta). Pioneers sometimes called the individual tussocks 
"bogs." For instance, recalling an experience from his childhood days, Timothy Ball wrote of hunting 
at a wetland near his home north of the Kankakee River: "The ground near this marsh was rendered 
quite uneven by small bogs or bunches of earth and grass, formed, no one knows how, and now frozen 
quite hard." The hunting party approached a flock of geese while seated in a horse-drawn wagon. A 
shotgun report scared the horses-which "started on a keenjump"-and "the wagon bounded from bog 
to bog." 19 
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the prairies are too marshy for grazing, and what use they can be put to, I can't 
tell. The river is very crooked and full of timber. Its bottoms on its right bank are 
from one-fourth to three-fourths of a mile wide, which is very thickly set with a 
tall heavy growth of timber in which is to be found nearly all the varieties of the 
continent. The soil is black and rich and would be valuable were it not that it over­
flows, has bayous through it, or stink-holes ftIled with stagnant water, or a black 
alder and rose-brier pond, or marsh. Some or all of these things are so perpetually 
occurring as to render the land of little or no value, only for the timber. South of 
the river or on its left bank is prairie, irregular in its width and generally wet. 
Sometimes the timber gets over onto the south side, or rather the river runs north­
ward into the timber, but it soon returns. • Eagle creek runs through a marshy 
prairie, the whole way, though it sometimes is very narrow and always wet. 318 
William Clark was another federal land surveyor. As he finished laying out Township 36 
North, Range I West (La Porte County), in June of 1834, Mr. Clark remarked, 
The Kankakee river and its branches present the appearance of ponds or lakes 
rather than running streams, and are inaccessible in almost every place. There are 
many places near the shores where the weight of a man will shake the marshes for 
acres together. t 318 
In January of 1835 Uriah Briggs surveyed Township 33 North, Range 6 West (which spans 
the Kankakee south of Valparaiso). He made the following observations: 
This township is generally unsusceptible of cultivation. A small portion of the 
north part only, can be cultivated. The Kankakee river is rather a sluggish stream, 
its banks very low and lined on each side with a heavy growth of timber, mostly 
• Woodland often was absent from the southern and western sides of streams in prairie 
regions. If trees were present on the south or west side, they often occupied only a narrow strip fring­
ing the stream channel. This vegetation pattern is explained by the fact that the prevailing winds were 
from the south and west during the autumnal fire season. Fires were blown to the north and east until 
they encountered a firebreak such as a stream. Watercourses stopped the fires and protected trees 
from burning on the eastern and northern sides of streams. 
t The land surface along some sections of the Kankakee River consisted of a floating mat of 
peat, which could be set in motion by jumping on it. 
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ash, some elm, maple, oak and birch, which grow very tall, and is undergrown with 
swamp alder and wild rose, etc., making an interminable forest which is covered 
with water during the season. The soil in this forest or swamp is loose yellow 
sand which renders it almost impracticable to approach the river, only when the 
swamp is frozen. In the marshes on the north part of the township there are large 
beds of rich iron ore.• 318 
Samuel Goodnow surveyed Township 31 North, Range 9 West (now the home of Lake 
Village in Newton County). He wrote the following on March 3, 1835: 
A great portion of this township is not prairie, or in other words entirely a marsh. 
There is a small portion of timber growing along the margin of the Kankakee 
river; the whole township bears the aspect of that of the surrounding country, 
alike interspersed with sand ridges which are dry, and denotes a country destitute 
of any inducement to invite the emigrant to locate there. The marshes are princi­
pally covered with alder and wild rice. The timber upon the sand ridge before 
mentioned is black and white oak, and some under bush; that along the river, birch, 
maple, swamp ash and some willow. In many places it is difficult to tell where the 
bed of the Kankakee river is placed. Such is the unfavorable aspect of the country 
that I cannot in justice give a more flattering character and keep within bounds of 
all matters pertaining to facts. 318 
1834-49: Solon Robinson 
When Solon Robinson and his family moved to Lake County in the autumn of 1834, they 
were among the very first white residents of the region. The Robinson home was in section 
8, Township 34 North, Range 8 West-about eight miles east of the state line and 16 miles 
north of the Kankakee River. SolonRobinson's holdings were on the crest of the Valparaiso 
Moraine, on the divide between the Kankakee River basin and the Calumet River drainage. 
The town of Crown Point was later founded on the farm. As Robinson described his new 
homeland ... 
It is the territory which forms the North West comer of Indiana-lying west of 
Laporte county and between the Kankakee river and Lake Michigan. Being one of 
the first settlers, I have named it "Oakland county," t as descriptive of most of the 
timber in it. 165 
During his tenure in Indiana, Solon Robinson generated volumes of correspondence and 
published a multitude of articles about farming methods and the agricultural potential of the 
• This iron ore is a form of limonite (page 271). 
t Robinson's name for the connty was ephemeral. It soon became known as Lake Connty. 
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region.• He loved to write about his frontier home and pioneer farming. He submitted long 
letters to Eastern agricultural journals, often opening with phrases such as, "Will it interest 
your readers to hear how we 'do up' things in the prairie region of the west?" 245 
Robinson's depictions of the natural environment are especially valuable because he dwelled 
on the prairie uplands. Most other early observers focused on the Kankakee River and 
adjacent lowlands. There is relatively little contemporaneous eyewitness documentation of 
the rolling plains that comprise such a large part of the Kankakee watershed. 
Before moving to the north edge of the Kankakee valley, Robinson lived at Madison in far 
southern Indiana. Six weeks after arriving at his new northern home, he wrote to the 
Madison Republican and Banner, 
I cannot give you an adequate idea of this country. To say it is rich and beautiful, 
is not sufficient. . .. Description gives you no idea of the real splendor of the 
green when it first breaks upon the view. I had seen many Prairies before; but 
never such an one. . .. Knowing that it was only 2 or 3 years since it began to 
settle, I expected to find much vacant land. Instead of that it is nearly all claimed 
and already wears the appearance of an old settled country. . .. The influx of 
"new comers" is beyond calculation. Land is rising in value most wonderfully, 
and yet when compared with some other countries it never can reach a value suffi­
ciently high to compare with its real worth. 
. . . This is an arm of the "Grand Prairie," and is most beautifully interspersed with 
groves of timber, which consist of white, black, yellow, t red and bur oak, and 
great quantities of shell bark hickory I and some other timber. Lakes, streams and 
springs are also plenty. In the grove where I have built there is an abundance of 
crab-apple, plum and cherry trees-and above all, there are great number of 
"Honey trees" ~ in the country. The soil on this Prairie, is composed of twelve to 
eighteen inches of dry black vegetable matter on top, then from one to two feet 
loose clayey loam, under which is a hard pan of limestone pebbly clay. Stone is 
not plenty, though enough for the most necessary purposes can be obtained easily. 
Soft timber is scarce-rail and other timber abundant and excellent, and fuel the 
best I ever saw-particularly oak, which when perfectly green, will ignite as easy 
• Herbert Kellar, an authority on agricultural history, declared that Solon Robinson was the 
most important agricultural writer in the North during the decades following the Civil War. 165 
t The identity of Robinson's "yellow oak" is not clear. Itmight be a form of black oak 
(Quercus velutina) or a closely related species. 
I Shell bark hickory = Carya ovata (shagbark hickory)-not C. laciniosa, which is now 
commonly known as shellbark hickory. 
~ That is, trees with hives of honey bees. 
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and bum as well as I ever saw seasoned hickory or sugar tree' do in the south part 
of this state. As to the healthiness of the country I can only say that every body 
says it is so, and every body's personal appearance warrants the belief thatthe say 
so is true. The badness of my own health was my inducement for leaving the Ohio 
river, as then there seemed no prospect of my ever recovering it-here, I have 
become as hearty as I ever was in my life-completely restored. I most earnestly 
wish that many of my friends could partake of the benefits of this country. The 
north end of Indiana will most certainly become the garden spot of the state. A 
very erroneous impression has been long impressed upon the public in regard to 
the country purchased of the Potawatamies in 1832, lying within this state. It has 
ever been represented upon the map of the state as one immense swamp-But 
instead of that being the fact, it is directly the contrary. Ten thousand acres of 
fine high dry Prairie, to one of swamp, is more correct. t Nearly all the streams 
are bordered with marsh, on which grows the most luxurient crop of grass, which 
affords the greatest abundance of good hay to the new settlers. So that instead 
of being a detriment to the settlement of the country, it is the greatest advan­
tage-and as the water of these marshes is generally pure spring water and no 
decaying timber on them they are in no way unhealthy. In fact there is no decay­
ing timber here (the great source of miasma) I even in the timbered land. It is all 
burnt up annually, as the Indians make it a point to fire the Prairies every fall, and 
all of the timber here is so combustible that it bums so entirely as to leave no trace 
even of the stumps. - Perhaps this is the way that the Prairies are first made. 
There appears to be but few Indians now in the country. There are three wig­
wams on the bank of a most beautiful lake ~ abounding in fish, geese, ducks and 
muskrats, about four miles from my house. The wigwams are built of sticks, and 
covered with long grass and flag matting, and are about ten or twelve feet in 
diamiter .... 
. . . They are frequently at my house to "swap" Suc-se-we-oss [Venison] for 
Buck-we-an and Quass-gun, [flour and bread] or Po-ke-min [Cranberries] and 
Musquas § skins, for Sum-rna [Tobacco] and Daw-mien [com.] .. 
• Sugar tree = Acer saccharum (sugar maple), iucludingA. nigrum (black maple). 
t Robiuson's estimated 10,000: I ratio of dry prairie to swamp is implausible-even on the 
high, rolliug, well draiued moraine where he lived. 
I Vapors arisiug from decaying vegetation were thought to cause malaria. 
~ This is Cedar Lake, iu the Kaokakee valley southwest of Crown Poiut (Figure 2). 
§ Musquas = muskrat. 
.. Io 1837 Solon Robiuson and his brother opened a store and traded with the local Potawa­
torni. Teu years later he recalled, "The best of our customers were the Pottawattimies who then dwelt 
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· .. Although this is a very level country, there are an abundance of mill privi­
leges, • on never failing streams, which possess the singular feature of never 
rising or falling, except a mere trifle. 165 
Robinson followed with a second letter to the editors of the Madison Republican andBan­
ner on February 25, 1835: 
Though there are but few, and probably none of the Prairies in Indiana so exten­
sive or scarce of timber but that they will be densely settled in a short space of 
time. But in Illinois, they become so immense that it carmot be expected that the 
central portions of them can ever be settled until timber has been cultivated, which 
no doubt could be very profitably done. Hedging will in time become a common 
and cheap method of fencing,-but now it is far cheaper and easier to haul rails 
five or six miles (which is the greatest distance necessary,) than it is to clear off 
heavy timbered land to make a farm. 
On a Prairie, no preparation of the ground is necessary before ploughing. The 
first breaking requires a strong team-from three to five yoke of oxen. Mter that 
one horse will plough it, as the land is as mellow as a garden. The first, or "sod 
crop" is light-averaging of com about 20 bushels-oats 30, wheat 25. An "old 
ground crop" will be double, and some assert threble. . .. The soil is too rich for 
fruit trees,-they outgrow themselves. t I fear orchards will never do well. ~ But 
we have an abundant supply of a good substitute: cranberries, plumbs, crab 
apples, some grapes, and plenty of wild strawberries of rich flavor,-all kinds of 
tame grass so far as tried appear to do well .... 
· .. the first crop will pay for breaking, fencing, sowing harvesting, &c., and leave 
a surplus to pay for the land. 
here in considerable numbers. . .. Of them we obtained great quantities of furs & cranberries, in pay 
for goods ...." 165 
• A mill privilege is a site where someone has claimed the right to dam a stream to provide 
water power for a mill. 
t Fruit trees grew vigorously in the fertile soil, but they bore relatively little fruit. 
~ Twelve years later Robinson concluded, " ... certainly no country can show a finer growth of 
fruit trees." 165 
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· .. Cedar Lake ... is a beautiful sheet of water three miles long and one or one 
and a half wide. . .. On the outlet of this lake' are many very fine mill seats, 1 
and an abundance of the richest quality of 'bog' Iron ore. 
· .. The Kankakee ... is more like a lake than river, and is navigable for steam 
boats drawing 3 feet water at all seasons. 
· .. From the mouth of the Ouplane j the Kankakee is a fine rapid stream, with 
high banks, limestone bottom; high Prairie, but little timber, up to the Indiana line. 
From thence up to near its source it has no banks; but little current; and in many 
places where it is 50 to 100 rods wide, and 3 to 6 feet deep, it grows entirely over 
with grass, so as to check its current during the summer season, and cause it to be 
the highest at times when all other streams are the lowest. On each side it is bor­
dered with marsh and timber with but one or two places where the dry land comes 
in on both sides opposite, so as to allow a road to cross. 
One of the largest tributaries of the Kankakee, is Yellow river' . . .. This is a 
fine mill stream-is bordered by excellent land, most of which is heavy 
timbered .... 
The country south of the Kankakee does not compare in fertility, or facility of 
market with that north, yet a great portion of it will be densely settled. Some of it 
will be valuable on account of timber. Iroquois river, ... which empties into the 
Kankakee 15 miles west of the State line, is bordered with walnut and other valu­
able timber east of the State line, and affords excellent mill seats and sufficient 
water to take the lumber to a good market-the rich Prairies below. 
· .. I know from experience and observation, that a great many persons have a 
very incorrect idea of the formation of a Prairie country. I will correct them: 
• Cedar Lake drains to the Kankakee River via Cedar Creek. The lake is 13 miles north of the 
Kankakee River and five miles east of the state line. 
1A mill seat is a site suited for construction of a water mill. In 1847 Solon Robinson enumer­
ated five sawmills operating in Lake County, including "McCarty's on Cedar Creek & Foley's on a 
branch of Cedar Creek." McCarty's mill (originally known as Taylor's mill) was built in 1837, It was 
a grist mill as well as a sawmill. Solon Robinson remarked in 1847, "Taylors is about half the time 
without water, and the other half without a dam." 165 Timothy Ball said that this mill "was never very 
profitable." 19 The Taylor family quit relying on waterpower and built a large steam mill at the outlet of 
Cedar Lake in 1854. 18 
j Ouplane = Des Plaines River. 
~ The Yellow River has been called the East Branch of the Kankakee River. ltjoins the 
Kankakee in Starke County. 
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- The prevailing impression is, I believe, that it is a perfect level tract of land, 
destitute of timber; and that unless the soil is so loose and sandy as to render it 
invaluable, it consequently must be very wet. But such is not the case. Although 
there is level wet Prairie as well as timbered land, yet the general face of the 
country in this part of the State is more undulating than the heavy timbered land 
south of the Wabash. Not many miles from my residence, there is a tract of entire 
open Prairie that is really too hilly for pleasant cultivation. In the vallies run clear 
streams of water, over pebbly bottoms, often in channels more deep than wide, 
which are so overhung with the luxuriant foliage of the rich banks, as entirely to 
conceal the stream from view; and its presence is only known on approaching it, 
by the differance in the appearance of the grass. All of these streams abound in 
fish, corresponding in size to the size of the stream; and in some of the small 
lakes, (even those having neither inlet nor outlet,) they are very large. Muskrats 
are also exceedingly abundant, and afford one of the principal sources of suste­
nance for the Indians. They eat the flesh and "swap" the skins to the traders for 
some of the necessaries and some of the unnecessaries of life. It is not to be won­
dered at that the Indians dislike to leave a country so well adapted to their wants, 
and withal so pleasant to reside in. . .. The Indians of this section of country have 
no fixed residence. . .. In winter they generally select some romantically sheltered 
spot near a lake or stream; and in a very short space of time, a few poles ... 
covered with long marsh grass, furnish the family with as good a residence as they 
ever need or desire. In summer they reverse the order, camping upon the highest 
knobs and most airy points of groves; sometimes, though rarely, planting a "small 
patch" of com. In the spring season a great portion of them engage in making 
sugar. Adjoining the Door Prairie' on the north, is a very large body of Sugar 
tree timber. The Indians have many excellent Sugar Camps there. t 
... When the Prairies become clothed with the verdant green and fragrant flowers, 
and the groves still more full than now of the spring birds, I will endeavor to sketch 
you a view of the picture. 165 
Solon Robinson acted as a fur trader during the early part of his residence north of the 
Kankakee River-while the Potawatomi were still resident, and furbearer stocks had not yet 
been depleted. A note from 1836 or perhaps 1837 survives to document his dealing in furs: 
I send by Mr. Wells, the bearer seven bundles of furs-containing each 50, except 
one bundle of Coon which has 29 Coon-13 Muskrat & 1 Mink which with the 7 
Mink delivered makes up the bundle- The 3 bundles delivered, with them make 
• Door Prairie was north of the Kankakee River in La Porte COWlty. 
t A sugar camp is a place where maple sap is gathered, to be boiled down to make sugar. 
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up 500-100 of which are fall skins-79 Coon-8 Mink & the ballance I think first 
rate winter & spring Muskrat - • 
I have some more on hand yet to pack & a hundred or two that I shall get if I ever 
find time to go to the Wigwams after them_ 165 
In 1837-three years after he had laid claim to his land-Solon Robinson was engaged in a 
dispute about the right to claim the property. In a deposition before the local Justice of the 
Peace, Robinson swore that there was no Indian village on the land when he arrived: 
... the only signs that Indians had ever resided there, consisted in three small 
patches of ground, in all not more than one acre, that had the appearance of 
having been planted in corn many years before, 1 and were now much grown up 
with bushes & briars- : 165 
Beginning in 1837, Robinson produced a series of letters to the editors of the Cultivator, a 
widely read agricultural journal published in Albany, New York. In one of his first submit­
tals to the Cultivator, he detailed his experience with straw in his garden: 
I have tried the experiment this season on my garden, with most convincing suc­
cess. Having a very retentive subsoil, I tried the plan of burying coarse dry straw 
under my beds of beets, carrots, parsnips, peas, beans, vines, and almost every 
• It is not known whether these hides were all obtained from the Kankakee valley. They might 
have also come from the Calumet valley or some other area. 
1In his 1884 history of Crown Point, long-time resident T.H. Ball recalled this patch: "An old 
Indian garden furnished a garden spot where all the families could raise a few vegetables." 18 
: Early historical narratives about the Kankakee River valley include other descriptions of 
formerly disturbed areas that grew up in brush during the pioneer era. Henry Bloom, an early white 
resident of Kankakee County, described abandoned Potawatomi fields: "The old com hills were still 
visible, and extended for two miles along the grove, though the fields were overgrown with plum brush 
and timber." A nearby earthen plaza was bordered by "a heavy plum brush growth." 207 
The first whites came to live on the east side of Cedar Lake in Lake County in 1836, but they began to 
abandon the area within six years. According to an 1884 chronicle of the exodus, "... soon a mile and 
a half of the eastern side of the lake became almost a wilderness again. The neighborhood roads were 
untravelled, a thick undergrowth came up; and 'West Point' remains tenantless unto this time, a pasture 
ground ouly, covered with trees, shrubs, and blackberry 'bushes.' ... Fifty years from a wilderness to 
a wilderness again." 18 
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kind of vegetable that I planted, to serve as an underdrain • as well as manure. 
The effect has fully convinced one sceptic. 227 
In December 1839 he offered readers of the Cultivator some observations about native for­
age grasses: 
The space between the wet and dry land affords the best grass for hay. In this 
country in particular, the quality is excellent, and if well put up, cattle and sheep 
will eat it in preference to timothy or red top. The dry prairie also affords. good 
hay, but very tedious gathering. The common marsh hay is no better than the 
"bog meadow hay" of the east. For a grazing country, none can be superior to 
this. Prairie grass beef, butter and cheese, is equal to any other for sweetness and 
richness; sheep are ever fat. Hogs, I cannot tell what they would do, for there are 
no animals here but would disgrace the name. Horses do not do well upon prairie 
feed, summer or winter; but the way we can raise oats and wheat upon our prairie 
land, is more wonderful than all the great fires that I have ever seen. 
. . . The sod of the prairie grass is very tough, and sometimes full of the roots of a 
diminutive bush called "red root," t that are exceeding strong, and which require a 
sharp plow and strong team. A great fault, in my opinion, in breaking prairie, is 
not plowing deep enough. I have seen thousands of acres plowed only from two 
to three inches deep. If the season is wet, the sods will rot, but if dry, they 
become hard, and are in the way for years. I 231 
Robinson produced a series of articles for the Cultivator under the continuing title, "To 
Western Emigrants." His first missive, dated August 1840, addresses the realities of raising 
sheep among coyotes: 
Here is a vast country of the richest soil, not one-tenth part cultivated, forming a 
pasture for stock equal to your eastern clover fields, and susceptible of supporting 
immense herds. . .. . .. I never saw sheep do better in any place than in this 
prairie country. But with a good breed, we also need a good breed of shepherd's 
• Prairie fanners were acutely interested in methods for underdraining, or removing subsurface 
water. Crops did not grow well where clayey subsoil retained an overabundance of moisture. Effec­
tive systems of underground drainage tiles had not yet come into wide use, so fanners experimented 
with a variety of other ways to remove water from the soil. 
t Red root = Ceanothus arnericanus (New Jersey teal-not c. herbaceus, which is now com­
monly known as redroot. 
I In an article titled "Cost of a Fann and Raising Products on the Western Prairies" (1843), 
Robinson addressed the topic of sod-busting in this way: "The second crop will be some better, though 
the sods will yet be in the way of cnltivation. Mter this you have a deep, loose, rich black soil, which 
as you do unto it, so it will do unto you." 244 
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dogs, for the prairie wolves are very troublesome. These are a species between 
the wolf and fox. They are somewhat larger than the largest kind of fox, and 
"bold as the devil." At this season of the year, the sheep need constant watching 
in the day time, and close yard at night. • There are none or very few big wolves, t 
or other troublesome animals. 233 
Two months later in his second communication "To Western Emigrants," Robinson admon­
ished, " ... although it is easy to bring dry prairie land into cultivation, it requires a persever­
ing industry on the part of the settler, sometimes accompanied with great privations and 
hardships for himself and family ...." 234 
In "To Western Emigrants-No.3," Solon Robinson told his readership, "It was the last day 
of October 1834, when I first entered this 'arm of the Grand Prairie.'" 
It was about noon of a clear delightful day when we emerged from the wood, 
and for miles around, stretched forth one broad expanse of clear, open land. At 
that time the whole of this country scarcely showed a sign that the white man 
had yet been here, except those of my own household. I stood alone, wrapt up in 
that peculiar sensation that man only feels when beholding a broad rolling prairie 
for the first time-it is an indescribable delightful feeling. Oh what a rich mine 
of wealth lay outstretched before me. Some ten miles away to the south-west, 
the tops of a grove were visible-toward that, onward rolled the wagons, with 
nothing to impede them-the road was broad-the grass (which some think 
grows so high as to impede travel,) only a few inches long, except in creeks and 
wet places. Just before sundown we reached the grove and pitched our tent by 
the side of a spring. What could exceed the beauty of this spot! ... In a few 
hours the grove resounded with the blows of the axe, and in four days we moved 
into our "new house." 
... "No neighbors-so lonely"-do you say. No, I assure you, we were not 
lonely-never less so than that winter. In the first place, there is a dozen "honey­
trees" to be cut and taken care of, and as there is no fruit nor vegetables, the 
deficiency is to be made up with cranberries. Then there is the venison, geese, 
ducks, grouse, I quails, and squirrels, &c., to dress and eat .... 237 
Robinson continued his reminiscences in a subsequent issue of the Cultivator. His story of 
the first weeks on the prairie affords a few more glimpses of the ecology of the area: 
• In an 1842 article about raising sheep, Robinson advised that "a fence, ten rails high" around 
a 40-acre pasture "will keep out prairie wolves." 239 
t The big wolves are gray wolves, as distinguished from prairie wolves (coyotes). 
I Grouse = greater prairie-chicken. 
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The first month had been spent in the numerous duties of preparation for winter, 
and the beautiful sunny days of November had given place to cold and snowy 
December. . .. . .. The weather again was mild and pleasant, and our spirits all 
buoyant and bright as the winter sunshine, as the cheerful cheering notes of the 
departing teamster's joyous morning song floated away upon the breeze, that 
swept unobstructed over miles of prairie, now blackened by the annual fires, to a 
somber hue, and cheerless winter aspect. 
Never were such appetites seen before, as those which daily diminished the fast 
failing stock of provisions of our little family in the wilderness. 
· .. Bran cakes and cranberries, sweetened with honey, then were sweet diet. 
Although the owner of a gun that rarely failed to perform good service, it seemed 
that every living thing in the shape of game had hid up in winter quarters. 
· .. Those who have seen a real log cabin fire of hickory logs, may picture to 
themselves a scene in the first cabin of the first settler, in the first winter on the 
• • 238 prame .... 
Henry Ellsworth, head of the U.S. Patent Office, posed a series of questions to Solon Rob­
inson about farming on the prairie frontier. Robinson wrote back to Ellsworth in September 
of1841: 
The quality of prairie grass is as various as of domestic grasses. Of the section 
of country where I live, ... I will say that no grass in the world is better adapted 
for summer keeping of cattle and sheep. Grass in immense abundance, can be 
selected for winter feed, which if well put up, is as good as timothy or red top. 
In fact, there is a kind of grass which I deem the original red top, • growing wild, 
and affording two or three tons per acre. 
· .. I must say, that the soil upon the prairies of the West is as diversified as in 
any other section of the country; but that generally speaking it is adapted to the 
culture of all the true grasses. Whether timothy and blue grass will grow upon 
the unploughed ground, may be best answered by assuring you, that whenever 
you find an old Indian village or much used encampment, you will find the 
ground covered with blue grass, growing most luxuriantly, and in some places 
white clover; and wherever timothy seed is scattered along roads, or in pastures, 
it grows readily. 
· .. The blue grass will flourish by cultivation, and afford excellent pasturage long 
after the winter sets in, even in the latitude where I live .... 
• The identity of Robinson's "original red top" is not known. With a yield of two or three tons 
per acre, it might be big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii). 
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· .. The wild grass springs remarkably early in the spring, but it fails early in the 
fall. 
· .. I know that pasturing prairie land improves the value of it amazingly for all 
other kind of cultivation. 
· .. There is no difficulty in procuring water for stock. It is found existing natu­
rally in great abundance, in streams, springs, ponds and lakes; and when those are 
not sufficient, it can always be procured by easy digging wells, or artificial ponds 
can be made very cheap in clay soils .... 
· .. "what would I advise a person owning a large tract of land in Indiana to do 
with it?" ... I would advise him to ... fence his land, if prairie, or if timbered 
land, "make a deadening," • and stock it with cattle, and as fast as they tramped 
the soil, sow it with cultivated grasses. 165 
In April of 1842 the New York magazine American Agriculturalist published Solon Robin­
son's "Something about Western Prairies": 
In the first place then, my dear reader, I ... wish you could see a prairie. You 
would feel as you never felt before. You would feel as I once did, when for the 
first time I stood upon the edge of the prairie upon which I now reside. "It was 
about noon of a beautiful October day, when we emerged from the wood, and for 
miles around stretched forth one broad expanse of clear, open land. I stood alone, 
wrapt up in that peculiar sensation that man only feels when beholding a broad 
rolling prairie for the first time-an indescribable delightful feeling. Oh, what a 
rich mine of wealth lay outstretched before me." r 
And although that was seven years ago, yet almost the whole of that mine of 
wealth still holds its hidden and unsought for treasures. No plough or spade has 
broken the sod of ages; no magician has appeared with the husbandman's magic 
wand and said to the coarse and useless grass that has grown for centuries, 
"Presto, be gone" .... 
· .. But suppose that the reader fancies the country with which he is best acquaint­
ed in an old settled country, entirely destitute of buildings or fences, or in fact 
any mark of civilization, with all the hills reduced so as to make a gently rolling 
surface, the woodland to remain as it is, and the entire surface of cleared land 
• Trees were not felled to. create a deadening. They were killed by girdling and were left 
standing. 
r In this paragraph, Robinson was quoting from recollections that had already been published 
by the Cultivator in January 1841 (page 65). 
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covered with grass-that upon the upland thick and short, and in the low lands one 
or two feet high, and in the swamps four or five feet, and he may have a very faint 
idea how a prairie looks. 
· .. a general characteristic in this region is destituteness of stone, except a few 
boulders of granite, that have come from parts unknown. 
The streams are most generally muddy bottoms. The timber in the groves or 
islands that abound throughout this sea of grass, is most commonly short, and 
grows thin upon the ground, without underbrush, except at the edges, where the 
hazel bush seems to be the advanced guard, and is constantly encroaching upon the 
prairie. There are large tracts of timber land called "barrens," which are about half 
way between prairie and timber land-the tree standing apart like an orchard, and 
the ground covered with grass, the sad of which is much less tough than that on 
the prairie. 
One very prominent feature of a prairie, I should mention, and that is the constant 
and ever varying succession of flowers from spring till fall. 
A singular and false notion prevails about the height of the grass, and that it must 
be difficult getting about. It is not even difficult for a sheep, as the grass never 
grows high enough upon the dry land to impede or hide them. Near the banks of 
streams, or in marshes, it is like going through a field of oats or wheat. And it is 
in such places that grass is cut for hay-some very good-some good-and some 
that the less said about, the smaller the sin committed. 
But as for pasturage, no country can excel this. The milk, butter, cheese and beef 
attestthe rich juiciness of the feed. • But we lack the beautiful blue grass pastures 
of Kentucky, for fall feed. 
· .. The next wonder is about ploughing. 
· .. Fancy upon a level smooth piece of ground, free from sticks, stumps and 
stones, a team of four, five, or even six yoke of oxen, hitched to a pair of cart 
wheels, and to them hitched a plough with a beam fourteen feet long, and the 
share, &c. of which weigh from sixty to one hundred and twenty-five pounds, 
of wrought iron and steel, and which cuts a furrow from sixteen to twenty-four 
• In the Prairie Farmer for Februmy 1843, Mr. Robinson asserted, "I believe you are advised 
that no finer beef was ever eaten than that made upon prairie grass." '" 
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inches wide, and you will figure the appearance of a "breaking team" in 
. .
operatiOn. 
· .. It is true that the sod is more tough than can be believed by those who have 
never ploughed it. It requires the plough to be kept very sharp .... 
Such a team ploughs from one to two acres a day, usually about four inches deep, 
which is not near down to the bottom of the roots, so that the sod turned up 
affords but a scanty covering for grain that is sowed upon it at first. . .. . .. It 
takes two or three years for these sods to become thorougWy decomposed, and 
then the soil is of a light, loose, black vegetable mould, t very easily stirred by the 
plough, but of a nature that it adheres to the plough in a troublesome manner. 
· .. By far the greatest portion is based upon a sub-soil of clay, though in many 
places the sub-soil is sand or gravel, and there are large tracts of which the surface 
is of this material. The streams are often broad and nearly covered with vegetable 
growth, in some instances to that degree that sheets of water many rods wide 
actually bum over during the autumnal fires. 
· .. The settlements already made are upon the smaller prairies, the centre of 
which are not more than four or five miles from timber, or along the border of 
"the Grand Prairie," taking care not to extend out beyond the reach of convenient 
woodland. But there are many places where the groves are barely sufficient to 
furnish the land most contiguous, and vast tracts of prairie are to be found ten or 
fifteen miles from timber. That these tracts will forever remain uncultivated, 
cannot for a moment be thought of. 
· .. At present, however, there is an abundance of unoccupied land so convenient 
to timber as to be easily fenced in the common way, with Virginia or worm 
fence, I and the oak timber of this region is very durable. 241 
• In March of 1843 Robinson provided these statistics about breaking virgin prairie: "The sod 
is very tough, and is generally broken from 3 to 6 inches deep, and 16 to 24 wide, turned over flat by a 
plow drawn by 4 or 5 yoke of oxen, IY, to 2 acres a day." 248 
t Solon Robinson and many of his contemporaries referred to black, humus-rich topsoil as 
"vegetable mould" or "vegetable mold." 
I The Virginia or worm fence is the classic split-rail fence, with a zigzag ("worm") alignment. 
Robinson preferred this crooked design rather than astraight post-and-rail fence: "It will be much 
more durable, and the loss of land in the fence comers is a small item where land is so plenty and cheap 
as it is in the West." 165 He admitted, though, that uncultivated soil alongside fences served as a nettle­
some refuge for Canada thistle and other weeds: 
Weeds in fence comers, is another of the evils of our wretched system of fencing, which has 
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The subject of "Sheep on the Western Prairies" was addressed in a communication which 
Solon Robinson sent to theAmericanAgriculturalist in September 1842. Robinson critiqued 
an article about James Murray's method of sheep farming in La Salle County: 
The natural grass of the prairie it is no wonder that Mr. Murray prefers, because it 
is, either green or dry, better for sheep than the best of timothy, and the sheep also 
prefer it. There are a great many weeds' which they are very fond of. His plan of 
seeding prairies is a good one. t 
... If I was breaking sod in June and July for wheat, I would plow five inches 
deep and no matter how wide, say 20 or 24 inches, and be careful to lay every 
furrow flat over; this gives a good quantity of loose earth to harrow in the wheat 
upon, and by the next spring after the wheat comes off, it will plow up tolerably 
easy, though not mellow; it will take two years to rot. 
If I was plowing in August to plant in the spring on the sod with corn, 2 I-2 or 3 
inches would do well; the sod will rot sooner than when plowed deeper. If I was 
plowing in the spring to sow oats on the sod, I would plow 3 1-2 or 4 inches deep. 
The furrow slice should always be turned completely bottom up, and lay until 
rotten enough to harrow to pieces when plowed again, let that be longer or 
shorter, which will depend a good deal on the time of year it was broken. You 
must understand that a "sod crop of corn" is planted by dropping the seed in the 
furrow or by cutting holes in the sod to drop the seed in, and that it cannot be 
cultivated, as the top of the sod is as dry and hard as a side of sole leather. 239 
In December of 1842, Robinson prepared a long dispatch to the editors of the Albany 
Cultivator. His purpose was to respond to questions from Easterners who were interested 
in the prospects of emigrating to the West: "Enquiries have become so numerous that I 
propose to answer publicly, the following questions ...." 
not been sufficiently adverted to by the advocates of cultivating land without fence. And until 
that day of wisdom arrives, I, for one, despair of ridding the land of this troublesome weed, 
as well as many other of the evils of the system of compelling one man to fence against every­
body else's cattle. Be assured, "old farmer," that although you may "chisel" out tl,e thistle, a 
thousand others will not; and "faith without works" will never rid the country of the Canada 
thistle . . .. 256 
• Broad-leaf prairie plants were generally called weeds-regardless of whether they were 
weedy or otherwise undesirable. James Murray noted of his sheep, "The milk weed, Asclepias, they 
are very fond of, and fatten remarkably fast upon it.'" 
t James Murray's approach was to burn the native grasses beginning in June-then to broad­
cast clover, redtop, timothy, and bluegrass seed over the area. Sheep were then let into the field after a 
rain to trample the seed into the soil. ' Close grazing and trampling were commouly used to kill wild 
grass and prepare a seedbed for tame grass. 
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"What is the price of land; can it be bought at government price?" The price of 
government land is $1,25, payable in specie or treasury notes In this 
section of the state, there is much prairie land now subject to entry, and some 
timber land, though the best timber is generally taken up, and is held from $2 to 
$10 an acre. 
· .. "Is it generally healthy?" 
· .. I do sincerely think the prairie country, generally, is a very healthy one; yet all 
new countries are subject to fever and ague, and portions of the west, particularly 
near large streams, have been severely afflicted.• 
Where I live myself, it is high rolling prairie, and groves, clayey soil, and pure well 
water, and is decidedly healthy. I believe that all similar situations are equally so. 
"Can the dairy be made profitable?" 
· .. Cost of summer feed nothing but salt. . .. The prairie grass produces the best 
of milk, for butter and cheese. 
· .. "Is the land stony, if so, what kind of stone?" 
No, not generally. There are scattered boulders of granite all over the 
prames .... 
"What kind of wood is most prevalent?" 
Oak of various kinds; next hickory. In some places beech, t poplar, I ash, walnut, 
sugar maple, &c. &c. abound. 
· .. "Can good prairie lots be got, and wood handy?" 
• Although the cause of malaria had not yet been discovered, pioneers found an association 
between the disease and lowlands. Accordingly Mr. Robinson counseled prospective residents in 1840, 
" ... here let me caution the emigrant always to beware locating upon the banks of streams." 237 
t American beech (Fagus grandifolia) grows on high ground near the Kankakee River and in 
the region adj acent to Lake Michigan. It is not known to occur naturally in the Kankakee River valley 
of Illinois. 
I Eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoides) was commonly called "poplar" during the 1800s. 
But in this instance, Robinson probably was referring to the yellow poplar or tulip poplar (tulip tree, 
Liriodendron tulipifera), which often grows with the other species that he listed in this sentence. The 
tulip tree has a geographic range similar to beech, and it has not been found growing in the wild in the 
Illinois portion of the Kankakee valley. 
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Yes. There is as good prairie as any man need ask for, now lying in sight of my
 
window as I write, subject to entry at $1,25, and good oak timber within two
 
miles, for $5 an acre.
 
· .. "I suppose the prairies are generally level and the land inclined to wet. Of
 
course the streams are sluggish?"
 
I suppose no such thing, and of course you are greatly mistaken in each and all of 
your suppositions. The land is generally gently undulating; sometimes hilly and 
not inclined to wet, and the streams afford an abundance of excellent mill sites. 
· .. "Does your country abound in fish and game7" 
I am sorry to say it does; because where it is abundant there is always a class of 
inhabitants that are too lazy to work, who perform twice as much labor in treeing 
a coon in a hollow stump, or following a tad pole through a swamp, under the idea 
of catching a fish, as they would in earning a good living off the land, instead of 
letting their families suffer for food, while they are eternally "out hunting." 
In all my hunting and fishing, the greatest game I ever caught was the fever and
 
ague, which if I had kept on dry ground, would never made game of me.
 
If you ask the question, with an idea of coming here to follow it as a business, I
 
beg you will stay away.
 
For occasional recreation, I have no objection, and the opportunity for that is
 
good here. Deer, geese, ducks, prairie hens (grouse) and some other kinds are
 
abundant; fish of the best quality, and some very large size, abound in lakes and
 
streams.
 
· .. "Is your land clay, sand, or black loam?" 
Each and all in different places, sometimes on the same farm. The latter is the
 
most prevalent.
 
"I wish you to state the advantages and disadvantages of your country?" 
· .. But the greatest disadvantage of all, is the extreme fertility of the soil. And if 
. you have energy of character enough to overcome this, you will overcome all 
others, and find more advantages than disadvantages. But don't forget, that in all 
countries, the ease of procuring subsistence is apt to beget indolence. This is the 
great and almost only danger in the west. 
· .. "Is it necessary to clear up your wood land of under growth for pasture?" 
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In some groves when the country is first settled, there is little or no under growth; 
but by keeping out the fires, it soon springs up very thick, so that it would be 
necessary to grub out the under growth. Generally speaking, however, the growth 
of timber should be constantly and carefully promoted, and then in fifty years 
there would be more timber in the prairie region than now. 
"Is your county well watered?" "Can you get wells easy?" 
Yes, to both questions. Where I live, wells are from 15 to 60 feet. The first 5 
easily spaded, then a very hard compact bed of clay to within 10 or 12 feet of the 
bottom, then fine beach sand. Stock water is obtained in creeks, ponds and 
springs; but as the country becomes thickly settled, a great many farms will have 
to form basins in the clay after the manner much practiced in Kentucky, or obtain 
stock water from wells. The water in wells is pure, that is, clear, and very durable. 
It is generally what is termed hard. 
Throughout nearly all the prairie region, good water is easily obtained by digging; 
90 feet is the greatest depth I know of. 247 
The Transactions of the New York State Agricultural Society for 1842 carries an essay by 
Solon Robinson, titled "Agriculture of Indiana": 
This is the prairie region. The word prairie is French. The general impression, at 
least in the eastern States, is, that it means meadow; and that meadow means 
"level, wet, grass land." This impression is wrong; prairie means a country bare of 
trees; and in my opinion, it is the natural state of the land as left when the "great 
waters" receded from it. For instance, if the Falls of Niagara were swept away, 
the bed of Lake Erie would be a prairie. In time it would grass over-the timber 
would encroach upon the edges-the seeds of some trees would be wafted by the 
wind to the center, and others carried by animals, and by and by groves would 
spring up here and there, dotting the sea of grass like islands in the sea of water. 
None will suppose the bottom of the lake level, neither are the prairies; they are as 
commonly undulating as any other land; neither are they generally wet. In this 
particular the soil varies as much as it does in any part of the State of New-York. 
That is, from the extreme of deep morass, covered with a growth of coarse grass 
and weeds, twelve or fifteen feet high, to the gravelly or sandy barren knoll-and 
here the word "barren," suggests an .idea. 
Large tracts of land in the prairie region are covered with a growth of scattering 
timber, void of undergrowth, and frequently not unlike an orchard or artificial 
park, the ground covered with grass; and these tracts are called "barrens;" but 
why so called, when the soil is of the best quality, I cannot explain. 
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Between the above extremes of quality of prairie land, there is of course almost 
every variety of soil suited to the wants of the husbandman. There is one universal 
characteristic-that is a deep, strong, grass sod, and a mellow, loose, black 
vegetable mold. This has a depth varying from five inches to five feet, and a 
substratum varying from loose sand and gravel, of unknown depth, to that of the 
stiffest yellowish clay, slightly mixed with slate and sand gravel, or rather scales, 
and some few of lime, which is of uniform compactness after leaving the surface 
four or five feet, and requires to be dug up with a mattock. This bed of clay 
uniformly rests upon beach sand or gravel; it varies in thickness from one to sixty 
feet; such is the character of the greatest portion of prairie land. This clay land 
being almost impervious to water, requires deep plowing and surface draining, and 
will then grow wheat with the least labor or cost of any other land in the world. 
Of course the same description of land will produce all the other small grains and 
grasses (excepting a few that flourish best in sand,) in untold quantities. 
· .. The natural grass of the prairie makes the best beef ever eaten, and remark­
ably fine butter and cheese; it is also good for hay. There is no description ofland 
upon which sheep do better. • 
· .. I will ... ask you, what we can afford to raise wool for in a country where 
the summer pasturage costs nothing, and in a climate where the sheep will winter 
nine-tenths of the time upon rye and blue grass pasture. t 165 
In the midsummer of 1843, Solon Robinson again sent a communication to the Cultivator. 
His description of prairie soil is under the heading "Western Farming": 
The surface of the prairie is composed of the fibres of the grass roots, 6 or 8 
inches deep, which when rotted by two or three years cultivation, is so soft and 
• Robinson had earlier asserted, "Sheep and cattle are easily wintered on native grass .... 
. . . For dairy farms, a prairie country is remarkably fine; the native grass producing the richest kind of 
milk, and the fattest and richest beef I ever saw on grass alone." 233 Furthermore, "As an illustration of 
the virtue of prairie grass for making beef, allow me to state that I killed a cow the past fall, entirely 
grass fed upon the prairie, the quarters of which weighed about 140 Ibs. each, hide 72 Ibs., and she 
made 110 Ibs. of clean tried tallow." '" 
t From the Cultivator, October 1843: "The prairie region possesses such cheap facilities 
for wool growing .. " Here, sununer pasturage will cost the attendance of the shepherd and salt 
used-nothing more ...." 249 From the Prairie Farmer, February 1844: "... I have come to the 
conclusion that ... there is a great deal of grass burnt up, that might just as well be eat up, and if 
eaten by the right kind of animals, it would exhibit to us one of the wonders of nature-pratrie grass 
turned into Wool. '" And another remarkable wonder will in time be discovered here; and that is, 
that water in this country is just as good to turn a wheel to spin wool and weave cloth, as it is in New 
England ...." 250 
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friable, that when wet, it much resembles in consistence, wet leached ashes; being 
as easily displaced when you set your foot upon it, and of course when dry, unless 
baked together, as it sometimes is in dry weather, it is very easily plowed. When 
well cultivated it is exceedingly fertile; but how long it will remain so under the 
"skinning" system, • is a problem yet to be solved. 249 
Robinson revisitedthe subject of sheep and coyotes-plus rattlesnakes-in the January 1845 
edition of the American Agriculturalist: 
· .. the flock must be in the constant care of one hand and the dogs. . .. They 
must also be put up at night as near the house as possible, and even then a little 
sneaking prairie wolf will sometimes creep in and make a little mutton,-though 
a good dog will keep them off, and they are fast growing few and far between. 
They are easily destroyed by poison, the best for that purpose being strychnine, 
which is the concentrated poison nux vomica. One grain is sufficient to produce 
death in any of the canine race, or other noxious "varmint." It may be adminis­
tered by putting it in pieces of meat just large enough for a mouthful; or otherwise 
it is a very good way to put lumps of lard upon chips, t and put the poison in the 
centre, and then place the bait around the sheep-fold fence, or in any other place 
likely to be visited by wolves. The big wolves are not prairie settlers. Sometimes, 
though very rarely, a sheep is bitten by the massasauger, a small black rattlesnake, 
and then, for aught I know, you will soon have a dead sheep. 252 
From "Sheep on the Prairies" (1846): 
In my last communication I had brought the flock into winter quarters. Whoever 
has had any experience in the matter, knows how difficult it is to bring them in, in 
good condition, from the prairie grass. It is a fact that never must be lost sight of, 
that luxuriant as the grass is in the summer, and good as is the hay made from it, 
the fall feed upon the prairie is as poor as poor need be. And it is this that pro­
duces death among the new flocks, more than every other cause. 
· .. One of the first objects with the shepherd upon the prairie, should be to get a 
good stock of domestic grass for fall feed. A good substitute may be found in rye 
sown very early-say in August certain. I believe that blue grass will be found to 
be the most permanent pasture that can be made for sheep, and that it may be 
worked in upon the prairie by fencing small lots and yarding sheep, which will 
• If a man did not maintain the fertility of his fields by manuring, he was accused of "skinning 
the soil." 
t Solon Robinson was not recommending that coyotes be lured by putting a dollop of lard on a 
com chip. In those days when an axe was an everyday tool, Robinson's readership knew that a "chip" 
was a fragment from chopping wood. 
76 
soon kill the wild grass, and then, by sowing the blue grass seed, it will take well 
without plowing. 25' 
In 1847 Solon Robinson prepared "ALecture upon the Early History of Lake Co., Ind." A 
few insights about the ecology of the region can be obtained from his chronicle of arriving 
settlers: 
I arrived upon this spot with my family the last day of October, 1834; Childres a 
day or two before. 
On the next day, Henry Wells and Luman A. Fowler, came along on foot in search 
of locations. They left their horses back on 20 mile prairie. • Cedar Lake was 
then the center of attraction for land lookers. . .. They found a lodging in a leafy 
tree top, and the leg of a 'coon for supper. 
· .. Next after Wells came, William Clark & family & William Holton and mother, 
and sister, about the middle of February, and in a few days after came Warner 
Holton & wife & child. 
· .. in February came on the most severe weather that I have ever seen since I 
have lived upon this prairie, and as we had reason to believe they were on the road, 
we naturally felt considerable anxiety for them, as they were to come by the way 
of the upper rapids of the Kankakee, t at that time a much more desolate and 
unsettled region than it is now. 
Some of the perils they endured may be aptly attended to .. " The marshes 
south of the Kankakee were covered with ice, upon which night overtook them 
endeavoring to force their ox teams across. There was no house, and they were 
unprepared for camping out, and one of the most severe cold nights about closing 
in upon them, surrounded by a wide field of ice, upon which the already frightened 
& tired oxen refused to go farther; and not a tree or stick of fire wood near them. 
• The south end of Twenty-Mile Prairie was about 13 miles northeast of Cedar Lake. 
t The "upper rapids of the Kankakee" was at Momence and immediately upstream. There 
were two fording places on the Upper Rapids: an Upper·Crossing,and a Lower Crossing. The Upper 
Crossing was about a mile upriver from the present-day bridge for Illinois Route I in Momence. The 
Lower Crossing consisted of two fords in Momence. As explained inMemories ofMomence Town­
ship, "The finest and most practical ford of the river was a spot about a mile above the present bridge 
at Momence. The river was shallow, the bed of the river consisted of large flat stones making a fairly 
smooth road. It became known as the Upper Crossing because there were two other fords some five 
hundred yards apart about a mile downstream called the Lower Crossing." 201 
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· .. These families upon this night might have perished, had they not providentially 
discovered a set of logs that some one had hauld out upon a little knoll near by to 
build a cabin with. . .. The next day, by diverging ten miles out of their course, • 
they reached a little miserable hut of an old Frenchman, who lived with his half 
Indian family on the Kankakee. . .. they had to make a road for the oxen across 
the river by spreading hay upon the ice and freezing it down by pouring on water. 
They then had near 40 miles to drive to reach my house .... 
· .. While our friends are made comfortable around the cabin hearth, ... let us 
enquire how fare the cattle, when there is not a lock of hay or straw within 20 
miles. So far I had wintered a horse, or rather an Indian poney, and yoke of oxen 
upon hazel-brush & a scanty supply of corn; for that as well as every other supply 
for man or beast, hasel brush excepted, had to be obtained from La Porte, by 
hauling it through marshes & bridgeless streams, and through almost a trackless 
wilderness- 165 
Continuing with his lecture, Solon Robinson related how Lyman Wells had become lost and 
stranded on the prairie, nearly dying of exposure. His family waited anxiously for his return: 
"At a time previous to this, his family got out of provisions & made a supper of a big owl, 
and were on the point of roasting a wolf, when a supply arrived." 165 
Robinson's lecture then turned to a description of Crown Point and its general environs, 
including the Kankakee Marsh: 
The town is located upon a piece of gently modulating prairie along the eastern 
border of a grove of oak & hickory, which together with the growing shade trees 
that have been planted & a goodly number of fruit trees, gives the town in summer 
a cool and pleasant appearance. And when seen in a clear morning as you approach 
from the North East, where the view extends six or seven miles across the prairie 
the view is such as I have never seen exceeded. 
· .. Then upon a line running South in Range 8, between the Crown Point timber 
& school grove, t we should pass over continuous prairie where an unbroken 
furrow when I came here could have been plowed more than 15 miles to the 
Kankakee marsh; which embraces all the South part of the county and contains 
about 75 sections; though not that much of marsh, for there are many islands & 
large tracts of swamp timber that is very valuable, though it can only be obtained 
in the winter. There are also many spots of excellant dry land that might be culti­
vated if they could be got at. Indeed the time may come when the entire marsh 
• The group labored 10 miles farther down the river rather than attempting to cross at 
Momence. 
t Indiana Route 55 is on this north-south line. 
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may be put under cultivation; for it is a fact that the government of Holland are 
now engaged in pumping by steam, the water out of a Lake that is 13 feet deep on 
an average and nearly as large as half of Lake County, for the purpose of cultivat­
ing its bed. How much less work it would be to bring the whole Kankakee marsh 
into cultivation, than it is to pump dry such a Lake and keep continually pumping 
afterwards to keep it dry. 
The great quantity of marshy land in the North & South parts of the county are not 
certainly what we would desire, but the central part contains besides the marshy 
extremities that I have described, between 3 & 400 sections of most excellant 
arable land-about three quarters of which is prairie, mostly of a soil of black 
clayey loam with a trace of beach sand, lying upon a sub-structure of exceedingly 
compact hard yellow clay, from 4 to 40 feet deep; under which we get clear sweet 
water. 
The timber is mostly white oak, with black oak, burr oak & hickory and the land 
more clayey than the prairie-Much of the timber near the Kankakee is swamp 
ash-There is one island of very fine sugar maple near the S.W. comer.• The 
timber upon the islands in the marsh grows tall & straight, but upon the upland, it 
is generally short & scattering; the annual burning prevents undergrowth. 
The soil in its native state produces first rate wheat, but it is probably more liable 
to winter kill, than upon more sandy land; though it seems now that the last winter 
has killed the crop upon all kinds of land. In fact it is a very uncertain in this 
county. It also produces well in oats, spring wheat, com, buckwheat, potatoes, 
turnips & all kinds of garden vines & vegetables; and certainly no country can 
show a finer growth of fruit trees. 
Of wild fruits, there is a most abundant supply of cranberries and many of the sand 
ridges north of turkey creek t are covered with whortleberries, j strawberries, 
blackberries, plums & crab apples also abound. 
• That is, near the southwest comer of Lake County, where the Kankakee River courses across 
the state line. 
t Turkey Creek is in the Calumet River watershed, innnediately north of the Kankakee valley. 
j A wortleberry is a kind of blueberry-in this instance, perhaps Vaccinium angustifolium 
(early low blueberry) or V. pallidum (late low blueberry). 
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Of wild game, deer are tolerably plenty; but the feathered tribe, such as geese, 
brant, • ducks, swans, sand hill cranes & prairie hens, must be seen to believe what 
quantities exist here. 
The only noxous animals are prairie wolves, which were so abundent and bold 
when I first settled here that they would almost steal a fellow's supper from his 
plate. In fact I knew one instance where some men were camping just where Mr. 
Eddy's house now stands, & while they were lying with their feet to the fire, one 
of the varmints crept up & stole a quarter of venison that was roasting upon a 
stick stuck in the ground; but before he could get off with his hot supper, one of 
the men raised up in his bed & his rifle being within reach he shot him dead. 
But they have now got well learnt that white folks do not hold a wolf's life sacred, 
as the Indians used to. There has been one bear seen and killed in the county since 
its first settlement. t 
Of reptiles, the massasaugas rattle snake is the only very troublesome one, and 
I don't know of but one death occasioned by the bite of one of them, since the 
settlement of the county, this was a son of Elias Bryant. It is also said that a snake 
bite was the remote cause of the death of Mrs. Van Volkenburgh. 
Of troublesome insects, the flies that torment our horses & cattle this summer are 
enough to make any reasonable man thankful he was not born a horse. 
Although I have never found the place in the county where mosquitoes are very 
plenty I am often reminded by the few that I do find here & there, of the anecdote 
of the man on the bank of the Mississippi river who seemed to be very busy with 
both hands, brushing away for life, was enquired of by a traveler if mosquitoes 
were not troublesome there; who replied no-brushing them off his face at the 
same time with both hands-no, not very, but just down below they are thick as 
hell. It is much the case here, although nobody owns the spot where they are, they 
are very thick just down below. 165 
In "A Rambling Letter upon Geology and Some Other Matters," published by the Daily 
Cincinnati Gazette on June 14, 1847, Mr. Robinson described the landscape around his 
home: 
• The name "brant" was formerly applied to goose species other than the Canada goose-that 
is, the snow goose (and its dark phase, the blue goose) as well as the greater white-fronted goose. 
Modem field guides list yet another species of goose as the brant, but this species has rarely been 
sighted in Illinois or Indiana. 
t In November of 1842, Robinson confessed, "Not that there is much danger of being 'taken 
by a bear,' as the only one that ever ventured into 'these diggings,' fell a victim to my rifle." 244 
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The surface is black, vegetable mold, with a trace of beach sand, lying upon a bed 
varying from one to fifty feet of very hard yellowish brown clay, that breaks out in 
cubes, and is intermixed with flat gravel in small quantitie~, and sometimes boul­
ders, which are very frequent on the surface. Under the clay lies clean beach sand, 
just as it was deposited by the waves. A few feet into this sand clear water is 
always found. In some places the sand comes to the surface without any interven­
ing clay. There are no rocks either primitive or secondary' in this part of Indiana. 
But within a few miles of the State line over in Illinois, the limestone crosses 
out t ...• 165 
Responding to a remark in the Chicago-based Prairie Farmer, Robinson wrote to the maga­
zine to have the final word: 
"There are no toads here." That means Chicago exclusively, I suppose; because 
I have some of the "biggest and best" I ever saw. One famous old fellow has 
been a pet of ours these ten years: Every child about the place knows "father's 
old toad," and under no circumstances must the innocent and useful creatures be 
injured. 259 
Solon Robinson was fascinated with burr oaks. In a letter to the American Agriculturalist, 
Robinson referred fondly to "those beautiful Bur-oak groves which are only to be found in 
this country of groves and prairies." 245 In 1837 he wrote to folks back east at the Albany 
Cultivator, "Do you know what is meant by 'Burr Oak?' The shell of the acorn being 
fringed or burred, and higWy prized as feed for hogs." 228 Two years later he told the editors 
of the Cultivator, 
I shall send a box or bunch of the Bur oak acorns to you for your own use and 
distribution, at the first opening of navigation in the spring. . .. The tree requires 
a very strong soil. I am now using in my family, pork fatted upon the Bur oak 
acorns, which is to all appearance as good as corn fed, except it is more dry and 
less inclined to fry out much fat. ~The timber, too, when seasoned, is the most 
solid and strong of all oaks. The tree, when in foliage, is one of the most beautiful 
in the forest, though it does not grow commonly in "thick timber;" but it is found 
covering very large tracts ofland called "barrens," an intermedium between prairie 
and timber; after growing so isolated as to have the appearance of a scattering 
orchard and having a strong resemblance to the work of man. You may travel 
miles before the country is settled, through these "barrens" with a carriage, with­
• Primitive rocks are igneous or metamorphic. Secondary rocks are sedimentary. 
t That is, bedrock crops out at the surface. 
~ Robinson fouud that pork "fatted upon white oak acorns" proved to be "about as dry & hard 
as what it was fed upon." 165 An early Rockville Township resident recalled, " ... you could go into the 
timber and shoot all the hogs you wanted. They were not very fat but would fry." 317 
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out any obstruction. In these barrens the trees never grow large-the soil being 
deep, the roots are situate so far below the surface that they offer no obstruction 
to the plough, and these batrens are often ploughed without removing the 
timber. 229 
Solon Robinson detested the ill-bred, free-ranging swine common to the prairie frontier: "In 
fact, hereabouts is the worst breed of hogs I ever saw in any country." 233 ••• "I am a most 
sincere hater of alligators and landpikes." 232 ••• "Hogs, Landpike variety, are so cheap that 
stealing them is no longer petit larceny ...." 247 Mr. Robinson's story: 
When I settled in this new country a few years ago, I determined that I never 
would be the owner of any of that vile race of animals which infest the country, 
and which, before the discovery of the name of "land sharks," used to be known 
by the name of hogs. But being unable to procure any thing worthy of the name, 
the force of circumstances made me the owner of several breeding sows in the 
winter of 1837, then running in the woods. With a force of dogs, men and guns, I 
caught and brought them home, and confined them in a lot, where I kept my cattle 
upon prairie hay. I found no difficulty in wintering these wild animals which I had 
bought for hogs upon the same. In the spring, they "multiplied and replenished" 
the woods. In the fall there was not sufficient "mast" [i.e. acorns and nuts] to 
fatten them; and I was not so green as to undertake making pork of them with 
corn, and they lived to multiply another season. 
The next fall, mast was plenty, and "wood hogs" were fat. • I now had "from fifty 
to one hundred head," but fat hogs in the woods will die; and when killing time 
came, I could only lay violent hands on eighteen. Only one-half of them were fit 
to be called pork. I still had a large "claim" upon hogs in the woods; but last fall I 
could only muster some ten or a dozen "fit to fatten;" and these I let a neighbor, 
not so well experienced in hogology as I was, have to "fat at the halves." t 232 
Solon Robinson characterized himself "a strong advocate of the system of cultivating the 
prairie without fence." He felt that the cost of fencing the open grassland was too great a 
burden. More farmers would settle on the prairie if they were not obliged to contain their 
livestock within enclosed pastures, and if they did not have to put fences around their crop 
fields as protection against free-ranging stock: 
• Robinson later explained, "... as often as every other year, hogs will get fat upon the mast, 
which our oak and hickory groves produce abundantly." "4 An alternative source of food: "No doubt 
about the hogs destroying the snakes-if they do not eat them, as some doubt, they certainly eat the 
eggs." 239 With this remark, Robinson was responding to advice from the editors of the American 
Agriculturalist: "We would suggest, if hogs were allowed to run with the sheep, they would destroy 
the snakes without injuring themselves ...." , 
t Robinson gave the hogs to his neighbor to fatten until they were ready to slaughter, on the 
agreement that the two men would share equally in the carcasses ("at the halves"). 
82 
It is passing strange that ... men ... do not become completely disgusted 
with our whole system of fencing, and have their eyes opened to the enormous 
and unjust tax annually levied upon industry in fencing against "other folks' 
cattle" .... 255 
Robinson quoted a fellow champion of the "non-enclosure system": 
Fencing of any kind is a needless and useless expense, and a most onerous and 
enormous tax upon the industry of the country, and no doubt is the great stum­
bling block that deters thousands of poor men, who would make the best of 
citizens, from settling on the rich prairies of the West. 246 
He further declared, 
The present generation may 'maul and haul' rails' to their heart's content, and 
perhaps the next generation will follow in the footsteps of their fathers; but the 
time will come when the grand prairie of Illinois will be brought under the dom­
ination of the husbandman, without the aid of fence. 240 
Robinson was skeptical of hedges as a substitute for traditional fences, concluding in 1841 
that "the experiments that have as yet been made in the United States to enclose land with 
hedges have generally proved failures." Specifically ... 
As to hedges, I shall believe that neither the English nor native thorn will succeed 
in making a good and durable fence, till I see it proved. t But I like to see the 
subject agitated about fencing in all possible and impossible ways; for to one 
certain result will it lead at last, and that is-no fence at all. But not till a few 
hundred millions of dollars have been spent on the present miserable system. 254 
His prediction: 
For however those that are now settled around the groves, with plenty of timber 
and other "fixens" upon the present plan, may honestly (self-interestedly) differ 
with us in opinion, the time will come when the majority will be able to see that 
our system will produce the greatest good to the greatest number . . . . 242 
• To "maul and haul" rails was to split logs into rails with a maul, then haul the rails out to the 
prairie to build a fence. 
t Over the years, Solon Robinson appraised various trials with potential hedge plants. Regard­
ing the one species that ultimately proved to be most successful, he opined, "Mr. O.... is about to try 
the bois d'arc (Osage orange). I have no faith in his success, as it naturally grows to a tree." 263 And, 
"That plant, ... in a hedgerow does not afford sufficient thorns on the lower part of the stems." 261 
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As an alternative to fencing, farmers would need to manage their herds with dogs to ensure 
that they did not damage crops-including the neighbors' fields. As Robinson explained, 
If I rightly understand the creed of all those who advocate this system, it is this: 
That every man take care a!his own animals-and not compel his neighbor who 
keeps none, to build miles of costly fence to guard his crops from the depredations 
of his neighbors' cattle and hogs, which he turns out to roam at large without a 
keeper, or care where they forage their feed. 260 
Robinson summed up the advantages of the "non-enclosure system": 
It would of course decrease the amount of that individual's stock; but who will 
doubt but that there would be a far larger amount of stock, and that too of a better 
quality, in the State when all the vacant land was improved. And the owners of 
timber land need not fear a decrease in the value of their property. Every stick 
would be needed for fuel and building-far more than it is now for fencing. There 
would not be so much complaint about the low price of grain if it could be raised 
without the expense of fencing. There is another heavy tax that begins to be 
seriously felt, and will be more and more so, as our fencing gets old and more 
easily ignited, and that is our annual fires, which will continue to bring destruction 
upon us as long as there is such a vast amount of prairie that must and will remain 
uncultivated until we are willing to adopt a more "benevolent and patriotic" course 
towards ... thousands of emigrants .... 242 
Solon Robinson mentioned the height of vegetation in the region's prairies and marshes on 
several occasions. A review of his statements is instructive. He said that the grasses grow 
"in the low lands one or two feet high, and in the swamps four or five feet" (page 68). He 
said that some of the great marshes have "a very rank growth of vegetation, six or eight feet 
high in places, but generally about equal to a very good piece of mowing meadow" (page 
382). Robinson portrayed the "deep morass" as being "covered with a growth of coarse 
grass and weeds, twelve or fifteen feet high" (page 74).
, 
In contrast to the lowlands, Mr. Robinson stated that the vegetation of the high, dry prairie 
is much shorter: "only a few inches long, except in creeks and wet places" (page 65). He 
said that the dry prairie is "covered with a thick short grass" (page 382), and he described the 
upland prairie grass as "thick and short" (page 68). He asserted that the "dry grass which 
covers the land ... will not average more than six inches high" (page 382). 
Statements by other pioneers generally agree with Robinson's testimony about the tall, rank 
growth of grasses in the prairie region. The classic description of prairie grass is, "as high 
as a man's head while riding on horseback." 110 A few observers supported Solon Robin­
son's statements about low-growing grass on well drained prairies. For instance Chester 
Loomis, who toured east-central Illinois in 1825, wrote, "This wild grass in the dry prairie 
grows thick at the bottom, but not more than two feet high ...." [76 Hiram Beckwith, the 
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son of east-central Illinois pioneers, recalled, "On the high rolling prairies the vegetation was 
very much shorter, though thick and compact; its average height being about two feet." 43 
These depictions by Loomis and Beckwith-of thick grass, two feet high-bring to mind 
prairie dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis, also known as northern dropseed). Today this 
species is often considered to be a good indicator ofvirgin prairie remnants. Although much 
of the original prairie must have been covered with the taller species, • perhaps large areas 
were dominated by prairie dropseed. This species fits Robinson's description ofgrass being 
"thick and short"-but it is difficult to imagine prairie dropseed only "a few inches long" or 
averaging "not ... more than six inches high." Perhaps Robinson was referring to areas on 
the highest slopes of the Kankakee valley that were so dry that they were clothed with 
diminutive grasses and sedges. t 
Mr. Robinson's descriptions of open woodlands merit recapitulation. He reported that tim­
ber in the prairie groves is "most commonly short, and grows thin upon the ground, without 
underbrush, except at the edges" (page 68). Such areas-"covered with a growth of 
scattering timber, void of undergrowth, and frequently not unlike an orchard or artificial 
park, the ground covered with grass"-were called "barrens" (page 74). Robinson portrayed 
them as "about half way between prairie and timber land-the tree standing apart like an 
orchard, and the ground covered with grass" (page 68), and "an intermedium between prairie 
and timber" with burr oaks "growing so isolated as to have the appearance of a scattering 
orchard and having a strong resemblance to the work of man" (page 81). Furthermore, 
"You may travel miles before the country is settled, through these 'barrens' with a carriage, 
without any obstruction. In these barrens the trees never grow large ..." (page 81). I 
• Among the most common: big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii), Indian grass (Sorghasirum 
nutans), prairie cord grass (Spartina pectinata), and (of lesser stature) switch grass (Panicum virga­
tum), little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium), and blue-joint grass (Calamagrostis canadensis). 
t Exceptionally well drained or shallow prairie soils support low vegetation even in the tall­
grass prairie region. In 1867 John Muir conducted what appears to be the first roughly quantitative 
analysis of an lIlinois prairie. 204 In a sample of grasses and sedges along a hundred-yard transect, Muir 
found the following: Koeleria cristata (June grass, in 49% of the samples), Agrostis scabra (a tickle 
grass, 26% of the samples), Panicum clandestinum (a panic grass, 6%), P. depauperatum (a panic 
grass, 1%), Stipa spartea (porcupine grass, 6%), Poa alsodes (a bluegrass, 6%), P. pratensis 
(Kentucky bluegrass, 1%), Carex panicea (a sedge, 4%), and C. Novae-Angliae (a sedge, 1%).204 
The nomenclature of these plants is outdated, and some of Muir's identifications may be incorrect; but 
all of these species appear to be relatively low-growing (generally one or two feet tall). The tallest is 
porcupine grass, which sends up a flowering stalk about three feet. Muir's transect was in an area of 
shallow soil over calcareous bedrock near Pecatonica. This enviromnent is similar to excessively well 
drained, calcareous soils on the Valparaiso Moraine where Solon Robinson lived. 
I Many of Robinson's contemporaries applied the term oak opening to the kind of areas that 
he termed barrens. The two terms were often used interchangeably, but brushy areas were most often 
called barrens. Oak openings were often described as grassy and open, with scattered trees. 312 
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Robinson credited fires for the lack of a woody understory in woodlands: "... the annual 
burning prevents undergrowth" (page 79). Fires even kept the woods free of dead wood: 
"In fact there is no decaying timber here ... even in the timbered land. It is all burnt up 
annually ..." (page 59). When newcomers halted wildfires to protect their farms, a dense 
woody undergrowth quickly grew up: "In some groves when the country is first settled, 
there is little or no under growth; but by keeping out the fires, it soon springs up very 
thick ..." (page 74). Advising how to keep a flock of sheep during the winter, Robinson 
said, "I would prefer a location ofprairie land adjoining timber, having the timber with plenty 
of brush on the north and west side as a wind-breaker." 252 
1836: "Information Respecting the Survey of a Road from Maumee Bay 
to the Rapids of the Illinois River, and Thence to the Mississippi River" 
The projected alignment for a federal highway from Toledo to Rock Island is spelled out in 
this report by the War Department's Topographical Bureau. The route was planned to cross 
the Des Plaines River six miles above its junction with the Kankakee; in this way, the road 
would serve both river valleys-"either having the finest quality of lands, and also affording 
any amount of water power." The topographers further noted, "It might not be impractical 
to carry a canal across from the Illinois canal' to the Wabash canal t by way of the Kanka­
kee, and this would be an additional reason for passing the mouth of that river." 13 
1837: A Gazetteer ofIllinois 
J.M. Peck's Gazetteer says of the Kankakee River, 
Kankakee, one of the principal streams that form the Illinois river. It ... forms a 
junction with the Des Plaines .... Here is a large body of fine timber, but along 
the Kankakee there is very little timber. It runs swiftly, and has a lime stone bed. 
At the ford of the Vincennes and Chicago road I it is two-hundred yards wide. 209 
And its largest tributary . . . 
Iroquois . .. a considerable river which rises in the northwestern part of Indiana, 
and taking a northwest course, flows into the Kankakee river, and thus forms one 
of the heads of the Illinois. . .. It crosses the boundary line in township twenty­
• The "Illinois canal" is the Illinois and Michigan Canal, which had not yet been completed. 
This canal wonld pass the mouth of the Kankakee River along its course from the npper Illinois and Des 
Plaines Rivers to Lake Michigan. 
t The Wabash and Erie Canal connected the Wabash River with Lake Erie. 
I The ford was abont a mile upstream from Momence. 
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seven north, where its width is 175 links.• The country through which it passes 
will soon be covered with settlements, the surface being fine and undulating, the 
soil rather inclined to sand, dry and rich, and the timber abundant. Sugar creek is 
a principal branch. 209 
In 1837 the boundaries of Iroquois County encompassed the territory now covered by both 
Iroquois and Kankakee Counties. The Gazetteer's entry for Iroquois County reads in part, 
Kankakee, Iroquois, Sugar, Spring and Beaver creeks are its water courses. A 
large proportion of this county is. prairie; the timber is in groves, and strips along 
the streams. 
Settlements have been formed to some extent on Iroquois and Sugar creeks. 
There are many sand ridges and plains in this region, but considerable portions of 
prairie are very rich. 209 
An early incarnation of the city of Kankakee was far downstream from its current location: 
Kankakee, a town site in the forks of the Kankakee and Des Plaines rivers .... 
Near the point the land is overflowed at high water. Further back is fine bottom 
and rolling prairie. 209 
1837: Indiana Legislature 
The Grand Kankakee Marsh was a barrier to travel between central Indiana and commercial 
centers on Lake Michigan such as Michigan City and Chicago. The Kankakee swampland 
was federally owned in 1837, when the Indiana Legislature petitioned the U. S. Congress to 
support construction of a bridge "across the said Kankakee river, at or near Shearwood's 
ferry, in said counties of Porter and Newton." Indiana's Congressional delegation was 
"respectfully requested to use their best endeavors to procure a grant of ten sections of land, 
to aid in the construction of said bridge, and turnpiking the marsh bordering on said river, as 
may be necessary." 270 
• This distance is 115 feet. 
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1838: Illinois in 1837 & 8 
This emigrants' guide says ofthe Kankakee River, "The Kankakee has a course of about 150 
miles, and is upwards of 200 yards wide at its mouth. The prairie country through which it 
passes is generally of good soil." 196 
1841: "Fencing the Prairies" 
A.W. Bowen of rural Juliet (now Joliet) wrote this article for the Union Agriculturalist and 
Western Prairie Farmer. Bowen described a system for enclosing fields that consists of a 
ditch paralleled by an earthen wall and a rail fence, with one side of the wall planted with 
"thorns, locust, or other hedge." He advised where to obtain locust seed: 
Honey locust grows abundantly on the island inthe Kankakee river, at Wilmington 
... ; and farmers sending their wool there to card can obtain seed by picking it 
up. • It is a beautiful shade tree, if it does not succeed in hedge, which I can 
hardly doubt. 67 
1842: Jacob Spawr 
In November of 1842 Jacob Spawr and his neighbors drove livestock from McLean County 
to Chicago. "On the return of the party from Chicago they crossed the Kankakee on the ice 
at the rapids, where the water runs as swiftly as a mill race." t no 
• The town of Wilmington was laid out five years before Mr. Bowen wrote to the Prairie 
Farmer. The town's founder, Thomas Cox, built a mill on the Kankakee to card wool. The island at 
Wilmington had long been frequented by people before Cox arrived, so perhaps honey locust had been 
planted there. This stand of honey locust was about 15 miles from Bowen's home, so the species 
appears to have been scarce in the region. Or perhaps Bowen was simply pointing out a place where 
honey locust was abundant and readily accessible to the public. 
t Spawr's Kankakee River crossing may have been at Wilmington, where U.S. Route 66 later 
bridged the river to link central Illinois with Chicago. The river could be forded at other places down­
stream from Wilmington. According to I.H. Battle in the 1882 History ofGrundy County, livestock 
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1843: John Davis 
Late in 1843 John Davis traveled from Massachusetts to inspect the Illinois and Michigan 
Canal while it was being built. On December 18 he reached the Kankakee rapids at Wilming­
ton, where he found a woolen factory and a grist mill. He wrote in his diary, 
We found the stream, which rises in Indiana, several hundred feet broad, and at 
this time affording a large volume of water. We viewed it up and down the length 
of the rapids, and some. above them, and were favorably impressed with its appear­
ance, and capacity. It is undoubtedly a much more reliable stream than the Des­
plaines.• 172 
Three days later Mr. Davis headed across the Kankakee valley toward the Calumet River: 
From Wilmington, we took an easterly course, and found no running water till we 
had traveled 13 miles when we came to a small creek, called twelve mile run. t It 
is a small brook with a soft bottom, and in attempting to water the horses, they 
both sunk to their backs in the mud, and we came very near being swamped after a 
pretty severe struggle, however, the poor animals reached the opposite bank in 
safety, covered with mud. 172 
1844: "Agricultural Paper-Roads-Sheep" 
Charles Starr pioneered at Starr's Grove on Prairie Creek in Will County. In December of 
1843 he wrote his first letter to the editors of the Prairie Farmer. His opinions saw print 
two months later. 
Our sheep are improving wonderfully; the prairie grass is excellent for them-and 
since the frost they have been on the blue grass, where they have done well. 
drovers began crossing the Kankakee about a mile and a half above its mouth around the year 1833: 
"About this time the Bloomington and Chicago road began to be outlined by the droves of live stock 
going to market, and the return teams hauling salt and supplies." This crossing was called "Cousin John 
Beard's ford." Another trail ran along the south side of the Illinois River and crossed the Kankakee 
one-half mile above its mouth. 30 
• John Davis was concerned about the reliability of the Kankakee River as a source of water 
for the Illinois and Michigan Canal. A week earlier he had written in his diary, "Having conversed 
with the engineers, and the resident inhabitants, I learn, that the Des Plaines river ... in season of 
drought drys almost entirely up. . .. The same persons, however, concur in opinion, that the DuPage & 
the Kankakee are much more steady and uniform in their flow of water, and may be much more safely 
relied upon." 172 
t Twelve mile run = Forked Creek. 
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... I would recommend to every farmer having sheep, to provide poison and do 
their best with it this winter; they will probably save more than ten times the cost 
of it in sheep next summer. Those voracious animals, the wolves, have been 
unusually troublesome this season; they have taken over fifty sheep from me, and 
many more from others in this region of country.• 2'2 
1844: "Editorial Rambles-Indiana" 
In the April issue of the Prairie Farmer, editor John S. Wright recounted a recent tour of the 
countryside. Within his commentary is a remark about the uplands north of the Kankakee 
River. 
The central and southern parts ofLake and Porter counties ... are altogether 
different from what one would judge from traveling the usual stage route to 
Chicago. t Instead of the marshes and sand ridges of the lake shore, you find 
rich prairies and barrens, a very little rolling. 159 
1845: "For Sale, 8,000 Acres of Land, All Indian Reservation by the 
Pota~atamie Treaty of 1832" 
In the spring of 1845, Hiram Todd distributed a sale billlMPoRTANT TO WESTERN EMIGRANTS, 
advertising more than 13 square miles ofland that had been reserved for the Potawatomi 13 
years earlier. The principal tract was at the old Shaw-waw-nas-see village, where Rock 
Creek meets the Kankakee River: 
This tract has never failed to elicit the admiration of all (perhaps the envy of some) 
who have visited this country. Its situation is elevated, dry, and gently sloping to 
the River and Creek which runs through it. The soil is unsurpassed in fertility by 
any between the Green Mountain and the Mississippi River. It embraces about 
1200 Acres of Timber; plenty of Limestone, of superior quality for building, and is 
well watered by Springs and small Branches for the convenience of Stock raising. 
The River for twenty miles above and below is generally rapid, its bed and bank of 
Limestone and Marble, is susceptible of easy improvement at this place, and is 
considered by good judges, equal, if not superior, for hydraulic purposes, to that 
of Rochester, in the State of New York. 76 
• Five months later, Solon Robinson added his voice: "Another much neglected thing about 
keeping sheep must be attended to-that is, poisoning the wolves. A drachm of strychnine (the extract 
of nux vomica or 'dog butter') costs $1.75 and will make 175 doses. No matter if it kills a few dogs 
too-they have killed more sheep for me than ever wolves did." 251 A further observation by Robinson 
about the use of strychnine to kill coyotes is on page 76. 
t The usual route crossed the sandy plain close to Lake Michigan. 
90 
Mr. Todd was also selling land that Potawatomis had selected as reservations in 1835 at 
Momence: 
Here also is water power equal to any in the West. A Dam and Saw Mill is 
erected on the premises, and a Flour Mill in course of erection for three run of 
stone, will be completed by the 1st of October next. From this point upwards, the 
River has no obstruction to the passage of light-draught steamboats, for 80 or 90 
miles, to within a short distance of the St. Joseph River. 
. . . P.S.-It is well known by those acquainted with Indian Reserves, that they 
are the choice of the whole surrounding country, both as regards health, and 
beauty of locality and quality of the land, whilst every one knows the partiality 
of the Aborigines of our country for the best forest land.• 76 
1848-50: Indiana Legislature 
On February 16, 1848, the Indiana Senate and House of Representatives passed the follow­
ing joint resolution: 
Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the State ofIndiana, That our Senators 
in Congress be instructed, and our Representatives requested, to use their best 
exertion to procure the passage of a law, by the present Congress, granting every 
alternate section of land belonging to the United States along the Iroquois and 
Kankakee rivers, in the State of Indiana, for two miles in width on each side 
thereof, for the purpose of improving the slack-water navigation of said rivers. t 
Resolvedfurther, That his excellency the governor be requested to transmit a 
copy of the foregoing resolution to each of our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress. 217 
Eleven months later the Indiana General Assembly passed a follow-up resolution. The law­
makers broadened their request by including the Illinois reaches of the Kankakee and 
Iroquois Rivers, and expanding the objective to include drainage of wetlands: 
Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the State ofIndiana, That our senators 
in Congress be instructed, and our representatives requested, to vote for and use 
their best endeavors to procure the passage of a law by the present Congress, 
granting every alternate section of land belonging to the United States, along the 
• Eighty-four acres in section 34 of Rockville Township ("part of the Indian reservation") 
which sold in 1847 was "almost entirely covered with a heavy growth of timber." 169 
t The State of Indiana intended to sell these public lands into private ownership, to raise money 
for building navigation dams and locks on the Kankakee and Iroquois Rivers. 
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Kankakee and Iraquois rivers, in the States ofIndiana and Illinois, for two miles in 
width on each side thereof, for the purpose of improving the slack-water naviga­
tion of said rivers, and draining the wet lands bordering thereon. 85 
In April of 1850 the Indiana legislature repeated this petition to Congress, with one change: 
the legislators limited their request to land bordering the Iroquois River. 84 
1851: R.B. Mason 
Roscoe B. Mason was the engineer in charge ofbuilding the Illinois Central Railroad. In the 
spring of 1851 Mason's contingent set out to examine the proposed alignment of the tracks 
between Urbana and Chicago. The route traversed the Iroquois River valley and crossed the 
Kankakee River at Kankakee. In a letter written 32 years later, Colonel Mason recounted 
their trip: "Going north from Urbana, we traveled over an unbroken prairie, almost the 
entire distance to Chicago, with no settlement in view on the whole one hundred and twenty­
eight miles except at Spring Creek and Baurbonia • until you came near Chicago ...." 9 
Spring Creek is a tributary of the Iroquois River; the Illinois Central parallels the creek 
between Loda and Danforth. The only settlements that Mason encountered were along 
Spring Creek and at Bourbonnais t on the Kankakee River because these were the only tim­
bered areas on the Grand Prairie along the railroad's route. As Mr. Mason remarked, 
" ... from ... a point a little south of Mattoon, ... from there to Chicago, it was entirely 
prairie, except for a short distance at Spring Creek and Kankakee." I 9 
• Baurbonia = Bourbonnais. 
t At the time of R.B. Mason's initial excursion in 1851, the city of Kankakee had not yet been 
founded. Before the lllinois Central Railroad bridged the Kankakee River at the future site of Kanka­
kee, the neighboring village of Bourbonnais was the main settlement along this reach of the river. 
I In 1851 the lllinois Central Railroad was given more than 2.5 million acres of public land 
along its planned route across lllinois. Charles Holden managed real estate for the lllinois Central 
while the tracks were being laid. He described the distribution of settlements before the railroad was 
constructed across the Grand Prairie: 
When the land grant was made, from a few miles south of Chicago to the south line of Coles 
County, below Mattoon, the country was one bleak wilderness, save small settlements along the 
timber belts, which were off from the line of railroad; from the Bourbornais settlement to the 
timber southwest of Paxton, inside the fifteen-mile limits on the west side of the railroad, there 
were but two families living at the time. . .. Along the timber belts and water-ways there 
were meagre settlements, while, in the great open prairie, settlements had not begun. 9 
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1852: Western Portraiture, and Emigrants' Guide 
Daniel Curtiss' handbook for prospective immigrants to the Midwest provides a little infor­
mation about Iroquois County': "... it is watered by Iroquois river, and several creeks; the 
land is mostly good prairie, with some timber and sand ridges. Population, 4,149; dwellings, 
718; farms, 387." 101 
1855: America by River and Rail 
By 1854 the Illinois Central Railroad had been extended from Chicago as far south as 
Urbana. On June 4 of the following year, William Ferguson rode the Illinois Central across 
the Kankakee valley. In America byRiver andRail, Mr. Ferguson told British readers about 
what he saw: 
Until this railway was made, this part of the state was quite inaccessible; and still 
tracks, miles in extent, are without a house. Stations are put down every ten miles 
or so . . .. . .. Reaching the Iroquois river, t we find on its banks, a mile and 
three-quarters from the station, the old French settlement of Bourbonnais. '" At 
the station, a new town, called Kankakee, is springing up. . .. The situation is 
very favourable for a town, there being a flat meadow bottom along the Iroquois 
river, and a rising ground beyond, well timbered. 
. . . The eighth station is Ashkum. '" There is not a house as yet, nor is there any 
object to be seen along this portion of the line, but the expanse of waving grass, 
with hazy-looking belts of wood, just visible on the extreme east and west, indicat­
ing the course of the Iroquois river and its tributary creeks. 
Onarga, another station, has the nucleus of a village,-some dozen houses, two of 
them stores. Already, though quite new, it is a growing place. Near this, over a 
wide stretch of prairie, we saw a party of emigrants moving westward, with their 
covered carts and cattle, in a long line. At this station, I got upon the roof of one 
of the cars. Nothing was to be seen all around but prairie, with faint lines of wood 
in the distance, marking the course of streams. Between these and the nearer 
prairie, there was the appearance of water, a kind of mirage. It would be difficult 
to fancy anything exceeding the richness of these rolling-lands. At Loda, we saw 
a farmer breaking up a large tract of prairie, himself meanwhile abiding in two 
• When this book was published in 1852, the boundaries of Iroquois County included present­
day Kankakee County. 
t Ferguson was at the Kankakee River, not the Iroquois. 
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white tents, pitched on a slight eminence; 'not having had time, as yet, to build 
even the quickly-erected house of boards. 119 
1857: Illinois As ItIs 
The full title of Frederick Gerhard's guidebook is Illinois As It Is; Its History, Geography, 
Statistics, Constitution, Laws, Government, Finances, Climate, Soil, Plants, Animals, State 
ofHealth, Prairies, Agriculture, Cattle-Breeding, Orcharding, Cultivation of the Grape, 
Timber-Growing, Market-Prices, Lands and Land-Prices, Geology, Mining, Commerce, 
Banks, Railroads, Public Institutions, Newspapers, Etc., Etc. Page 413 of this compendium 
presents a resume of stations along the llIinois Central Railroad in the Kankakee River 
valley: 
Monee, Manteno. - Splendid rolling-prairie; rich, deep, black soil. Extremely 
valuable, owing to its vicinity to the Chicago market. A sulphur spring in town­
ship 32, range 10, east. t 
Bourbonnais, Kankakee, Chebanse.-Beautiful prairie-country; well watered and 
timbered. 
Ashkum, Onarga. - Rich, gently rolling prairie; well adapted to grazing. Streams 
fringed with ash, oak, elm, &c. Fine living springs pouring into the Iroquois river. 
Loda.-Beautiful rolling-prairie, thinly interspersed with timber. Well adapted to 
grazing and tillage. Watered by a number of streams. 127 
1858: Prairie Farming in America 
In the autumn of 1858 British author James Caird toured llIinois by way of the llIinois 
Central Railroad. Embarking from Chicago, Mr. Caird noted that "the prairie ... for the 
first twenty miles, is low and wet, better suited for pasture and dairying than the cultivation 
of corn." As he continued south toward the Kankakee River ... 
The country then begins to rise, and in the next twenty miles the surface becomes 
dry and undulating; the soil a black mould, varying in depth from twelve to thirty 
inches, and resting on clay, or a mixture of clay and gravel. From this point to 
the Kankakee River, the first large stream we cross, the prairie is a series of long 
and gentle undulations, less abrupt than the chalk down of England, but otherwise 
, Perhaps the sod-buster pitched his tents on the eminence that later becaIlle known as Pine 
Ridge, the site of Pine Ridge Cemetery Prairie Natnre Preserve. 
t This township lies on either side of the Kankakee River immediately downstreaIll from the 
Kankakee-Will County line. 
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resembling them in general form and sweep. The character of the soil is very 
uniform, and the face of the wide open country is sparsely dotted with farm­
houses. Where the prairie is unbroken, it is covered with long coarse waving 
grass, from three to four feet high; and in the hollows the grass is so high as to 
hide completely any cattle that may be grazing there. 
· .. The town of Kankakee is finely situated on the river, fifty-six miles south of 
Chicago. . .. The land behind it is a fertile, black, sandy loam, lying on limestone, 
excellent for oats and potatoes, and productive of rich grass. 
Crossing the river, which is a broad clear stream, as wide as the Thames at Rich­
mond, running between limestone cliffs clothed with timber, the road traverses a 
continuous prairie, more or less dotted with houses and farms for the next seventy 
miles. 81 
Mr. Caird rode the rails all across Illinois. On his way back to Chicago, he again traversed 
the Kankakee River Area on the Illinois Central: 
Taking the railway at Urbana I again proceeded about forty miles farther north to 
the station of Onarga, a rising town on a fine prairie. . .. I visited a good many 
recent settlers in this neighbourhood. . . . These persons were all disheartened by 
the failure of the wheat crop. 
· .. The prairie in this district frequently rises to rounded hills, which though more 
picturesque than the long gentle sweep of what is termed a "handsome" prairie, is 
not so fertile. The soil is much more sandy. There are several artesian wells here. 
· .. The last station at which I stopped to examine the country was thirty miles 
farther north, at Kankakee, which is fifty-six miles south of Chicago. From this 
thriving town I drove for about twelve miles up the north bank of the river to a 
town called Momence, and thence struck right through the prairie for upwards of 
twenty miles to Monee, a station within thirty-four miles of Chicago. The first 
part of the ride as far as Momence was through a very fine dry rolling prairie, 
which comes down to the bank of the Kankakee river, a broad clear stream 
running over a limestone bed, the banks of which are wooded and picturesque. 
· .. From Momence to Monee we passed through the same description of dry 
black rolling prairie. . .. this year oats proved a total failure. White clover and 
blue grass everywhere make their appearance' among the prairie-grass, where that 
is closely pastured. Cattle thrive well on these prairies, and the natural hay cut in 
August or September, on the upland prairie, makes excellent fodder for both 
horses and cattle. But horses do not thrive so well in the summer on the prairie, 
they are so tormented by the horse-fly, which seems unable to make any impres­
sion on the thicker hides of the cattle. 81 
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1860: The Prairies ofthe Western States 
In the SUinmer of 1859, Charles Lindsey traveled from Canada to examine Illinois and parts 
of bordering prairie states. His purpose was "to contrast fairly the advantages and draw­
backs which they present to emigrants with those offered by other countries." He intended 
to "correct some of the exaggerated statements, which have obtained a wide distribution, 
regarding the prairies of the West, and especially those of Illinois." • 174 
During the middle of August Mr. Lindsey found himself exploring the Kankakee-Iroquois 
valley. In a book published the next year in Toronto, Lindsey told prospective emigrants, 
Kankakee ... is pleasantly situated on a gentle declivity which rises from the 
banks of the Kankakee river. . .. The river sweeps past the city in a semi circle; 
the points of which tend to embrace it. Between the river, which is skirted by a 
fringe of trees, and our stand point-the top of the court house-lies the town, 
among the white houses of which ... is an agreeable sprinkling of native trees, 
which causes it sometimes to get the not inapt designation of "Grove City." On 
the opposite side, which we must suppose to 'cover the other half of the circle, is 
an unbroken prairie. . . . The city lies to the north; the open prairie-dotted here 
and there with a speck of trees-on the opposite side. 
. . . There are no less than five French Canadian settlements in this neighborhood: 
Kankakee, Bourbonnais, Ste. Anne, St. Mary's, situated beyond St. Anne, on 
Beaver River, and Iroquois. A portion of these settlers planted themselves in the 
woods that fringe the border of the Kankakee; but the majority of them are upon 
prairie land. The farms vary in size from a few acres to some of the largest to be 
found in the country; and while some are doing well others are in the condition 
• Two years prior to Charles Lindsey's trip, Frederick Gerhard had issued an emigrant's guide 
titled Illinois As II Is. 127 Lindsey complained of "the most extravagant eulogiums of Illinois" contained 
in Gerhard's book. 
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described.• A large number of them have forty acre lots. t Some of them cannot 
get a bit of wood for fuel short of nine miles; and in the cold weather of last win­
ter they burned corn cobs as a substitute for more substantial fuel. Some who live 
at St. Anne, eke out an existance by cutting wood in an unoccupied swamp, four 
of five miles from that place, and selling it at Kankakee. 
· .. Kankakee, though probably making no great advance, is not declining in 
population. The river which bathes its feet, and the grove by which it is sheltered, 
are both pretty. The river has a limestone bed and ought to be free from ague 
poison, while the grove adds much to the beauty of the landscape. 
· .. No fruit can be grown in the neighboring prairies. It is necessary to go 200 
miles south of Kankakee before any large quantity of fruit can be raised. ~ 
I visited Bourbonnais. . .. On my questioning them about the health of the place, 
they said the ague was less frequent than formerly; that there was no marsh or 
anything else about the river to produce it. One of them said he had taken the 
ague on the open prairie. 
· .. Corn is the principal crop in Illinois. In travelling through the State, you are 
struck with the extent to which it predominates over every other crop. 
· .. On the prairies there is little hydraulic power; it might almost be said there is 
none; for wherever rivers occur they are invariably fringed with wood. 
• In his discussion of St. Anne, Lindsey had earlier remarked, "This is the third year that the 
crops have failed at that settlement." Lindsey later explained, 
The failure of the wheat crop is attributable to several causes: winter killing-a good deal was 
ploughed up in the Spring-the excessive wet Spring and dry Summer, and the chinch bug. 
· .. The unbroken winds drift the snow, on the prairies; and expose the winter wheat to the 
frost. Frequent thaws occur during the winter; and the frosts which follow do inunense dam­
age to the growing of wheat. It is this exposure of the crop, together with the frequent alterna­
tions of frosts and thaws that cause the Winter killing, which makes Winter wheat so precari­
ous a crop. .., In Illinois, Spring wheat is sometimes difficult to get into the ground owing to 
the wetness of the weather in the Spring. But the uncertainty attending Winter wheat causes 
Spring wheat to be far more.generally sown. 174 
t Lindsey was referring to woodlots. Timber land bordering the prairies was often subdivided 
into relatively small parcels so that the prairie farmers could have a share of the adjacent woods. 
~ Mr. Lindsey later elaborated: "The open prairies do not afford the requisite shelter for fruit 
trees; and it is necessary to go a long distance from the northern frontier to find apples or other co=on 
fruits cultivated with even the most moderate success." 174 
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... Whenever the new settler is inconsiderate enough to slake his thirst by the 
impure water found in the sloughs-which invariably dry up in the latter part of 
the summer-he is pretty sure to pay dearly for his temerity in sucking in disease 
with the water intended to nourish him. 174 
The last sentence in Lindsey's book concludes, "... the advantages which Canada offers ... 
must ... be sufficient to decide ... in favor of the wood-lands of that Province, ... where 
the certainty of health, and the chances of life are far greater than they are in the flat and 
sickly prairies of Illinois.". 174 
1861: Notes ofa Tour in Nortlt America in 1861 
In September of 1861 James Fergusson left Chicago and "went forty miles to a place called 
Peotone, on the Illinois Central Railway, for shooting." Upon arriving he took note of the 
scene: 
The place was a little station on the great prairie. For miles away on every side, 
only bounded by the horizon, stretched the great waste. It is not a desert, for it is 
covered with rich long grass, sometimes as high as a man, always as high as one's 
knees; but it has the same strange silence and solitude. . .. For some miles on 
each side of the railway, the land is being brought under cultivation. . .. . .. It is 
very rich, and great crops of com are raised. . .. The fields of stately Indian com 
are higher than one's head. The richest crops grow where the land is merely 
scratched with the plough. . .. herds of cattle, costing nothing for their feeding, 
seem almost wild. The very gifts of the soil come so easily, that the farming is 
coarse and careless and unscientific. . .. Every one has fine horses, which they 
drive about in light waggons very fast over the flat plain. You may go straight in 
any direction, only now and then avoiding the swamps, for nature has not forgot­
ten water, and these come at every mile. 
. . . we got fifteen brace on Thursday, of "Prairie chickens" . . .. Yesterday we 
did not do much, but got also some quail, plovers, and snipe. • There are heaps 
of splendid duck in the swamps (or sloughs, as they call them), but we could not 
get at them; and there are red deer, some of whose marks we saw in the corn­
fields. 120 
1867: James Worrall 
In the summer of 1867 the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers conducted field investigations to 
. examine the feasibility of military and commercial navigation on the Kankakee River. James 
Worrall, the civil engineer who headed the project, reported to his superiors, 
• The identity of plovers and snipes is discussed on pages 3 and 4. 
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A regular survey was made ... from Momence to the junction of the Kankakee 
and the Des Plaines, where the Illinois river is formed. A reconnoissance was 
made of the upper Kankakee, from Momence in a northerly direction' along the 
river well into the State of Indiana, say about 30 miles, among the Kankakee 
marshes, where boats had to be used, there being no foot-holding for the instru­
ments. 
· .. It is very certain that a navigation of respectable size can be made ... at or 
near the mouth of Kankakee to Momence, 1 thus developing a rich and productive 
section of the country for a distance of nearly 50 miles, and it is not at all certain 
but that this navigation can be extended and produced among those Kankakee 
marshes for a hundred or more miles further, until, indeed, a junction can be 
effected with the Wabash and Erie Canal, thus producing a smaller canal, but one 
capable of transporting say a million or more tons per annum to Lake Erie. 
· .. A clearing out and unification of channels, and an occasional cut-off will give 
a small steamer navigation on a minimum depth of, say, 2 feet for a hundred miles 
northward of Momence, even as it is. A judicious expenditure of say a quarter of 
a million would no doubt effect this, and at the same time assist materially in drain­
ing that noble body of land; and I hint at the possibility of a four-foot navigation 
being constructed through that region, which, as has been stated, may be attached 
to the Maumee work, I thus connecting the Mississippi by water with Lake Erie, in 
a direction favorable to cheap transportation .... 
· .. The fall from Momence to the Kankakee feeder ~ is 105 feet, and a gauge of 
the stream at its mouth on the 9th of September, 1867, an extraordinarily dry 
period, gave 27,377 cubic feet per minute, including the amount passing through 
the feeder to the Illinois and Michigan canal. It is proper to say here that the 
limestone, much pervaded by fissures, over which the Kankakee flows near its 
mouth, may considerably reduce the visible quantity of water flowing over it; that 
therefore its contribution to the Illinois may be larger than appears from the gauge, 
• James Worrall twice referred to the general direction of the river upstream from Momence as 
north-which is surprising because his crews had completed several traverses across the region with 
surveying instrmnents. The upstream course of the Kankakee River for many miles from Momence is 
decidedly eastward rather than northward. 
1Worrall envisioned improvements as far upstream as Momence to provide "slack-water 
navigation, with locks 100 x17 x 5 feet deep, capable of passing boats of, say, 125 tons." 325 
I The Maumee work is the Wabash and Erie Canal, which linked the Wabash River with Lake 
Erie by way of the Maumee River. 
~ Pages 136 and 320 discuss the Kankakee River feeder for the Illinois and Michigan Canal. 
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and 30,000 feet per minute may fairly be taken as the minimum of the past 
season. 325 
1867: "Report upon the Survey of the Illinois River" 
James H. Wilson and William Gooding directed an effort to prepare plans for improving 
navigation between the Mississippi River and Lake Michigan. The Illinois and Michigan 
Canal was already part ofthis waterway. Wilson and Gooding discussed the Kankakee River 
in relationship to the Des Plaines River and the I & M Canal: 
This canal ... follows the valley of the Des Plaines ... until it forms a junction 
with the Kankakee river ... , below which the river is known upon the map as the 
Illinois. The latter name would have been most appropriate for the Kankakee 
above that point, as it is the main river, and Des Plaines, in low water, contributes 
a comparatively insignificant quantity to its volume.• 
The Kankakee supplies water sufficient to make a good slack-water navigation; 
the Des Plaines of itself does not, and although the direction of the former was 
such that it was not probable that a favorable connection with Lake Michigan 
could be made through its channe~ yet it was deemed advisable to determine that 
fact beyond cavil. We, therefore, caused a survey of the river to be made from its 
mouth to near the east line of the State of Illinois, where it has but little current 
and drains by numerous crooked channels a large extent of country called the 
Kankakee marshes, but embracing much valuable land, portions of which are well 
timbered. 319 
1869: Prospectus andArticles ofAssociation 
ofthe Kankakee Valley Draining Co. 
The prospectus of the newly formed Kankakee Valley Draining Company states, 
It will be seen, on reference to the appended Articles, that the general plan pro­
posed for the work is to clear out and straighten the main channel of the river in 
such manner as shall seem best, after a thorough survey; and also to open up the 
tributaries, so that the water will flow out of the valley freely and rapidly, and thus 
avoid overflowing and saturating the lands. It is believed that this plan, well 
executed, will have the desired effect, and will result in reclaiming the lands and 
making them the most valuable and productive agricultural lands in this country. 163 
The company's articles of association spell out the primary objective of the endeavor: 
• Father St. Cosme had come to the same conclusion 156 years earlier (page 18). 
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To reclaim or improve the lands of the valleys of the Kankakee River and its tribu­
taries, by clearing out and deepening the present channel of said river in some 
places, and by excavating and opening new and more direct channels or drains 
therefor in other places, accordingly as the same may seem best adapted to eco­
nomically and effectually drain said valley and reclaim and improve said lands; and 
also by cutting and opening such lateral ditches, and in such manner clearing out, 
deepening, and straightening the channels of such tributaries as may be necessary 
to convey all the waters of the tributaries thereof, and of such adjacent lakes, 
ponds, swamps, and marshes as the Association shall think it practicable and best 
to drain, and to permit the same to flow freely into such new or improved channel 
of said river, so as that the lands of said valley which are now injured or rendered 
valueless by the waters of said river, or any tributary thereof, or by any such lake, 
pond, swamp, or marsh adjacent thereto, may be reclaimed or improved, the health 
of the country promoted, and the owners of the lands and the public generally 
benefited .... 163 
1870: Geological Survey ofIllinois 
In Volume IV of the Geological Survey, Frank Bradley wrote about the Kankakee River and 
its valley in Kankakee County: 
The Kankakee is fordable at numerous points below Momence; but above the dam 
at that place, it is deep, and nearly level for some miles beyond the State line, 
having a fall of from four to six inches to the mile. From Momence to Rockville, • 
its fall is one hundred and twenty-seven feet, or above five feet to the mile. 
Throughout this latter part of its course, it has a rock bottom, affording good 
foundations for dams, whether for utilizing the water power, or for purposes of 
navigation. With this latter point in view, the United States Government has 
caused surveys to be made, which have shown that, by the construction of a few 
dams and locks, this stream can, at comparatively small expense, be made naviga­
ble from St. Joseph's county, Indiana, to its junction with the Illinois. The 
Iroquois is rocky and shallow through all of its course within the limits of this 
county, but, from the county line, t it is deep and still, and is navigable for flat­
boats, nearly or quite to the Indiana line. 
. . . The peninsula between old Lake Kankakee I and Lake Michigan varies from 
ten to twenty-five miles in width, and is seventy or eighty miles long. The lowest 
• Rockville was at the mouth of Rock Creek, which empties into the Kankakee River about 
eight miles downstream from Kankakee. 
t That is, upstream from the Kankakee-Iroquois County line, in Iroquois County. 
I Old Lake Kankakee was an ancient lake of glacial meltwater in the Kankakee River lowland. 
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measured point is near Eagle lake, • in Will county, Illinois, where Col. Worrall's 
surveying party found an elevation of one hundred and seventy-three feet above 
the established "datum" of "six feet below the lowest registered water of Lake 
Michigan." ... It is probable that a much lower point exists upon the "divide," 
somewhere near Deep river or Salt creek, in Lake county, Indiana. A large sand 
ridge forms the north shore of Eagle lake, at an elevation of one hundred and 
forty-eight feet above "datum;" but this is probably local, and not directly con­
nected with the ridges of the river valley. 
· .. The sloughs which lie between the sand ridges of the old valley are filled with 
soft black muck, which is just the material needed to make these sandy portions 
exceedingly productive; when drained of the surplus water, they are themselves 
unsurpassed as corn-land. In their present condition, they would appear to be just 
the places for the culture of cranberries for the Chicago market. 
Upon the bottom ofBeaver lake, just east of the State line, since it has been par­
tially drained, skeletons ofMastodon and Bootherium t have been found by Dr. 
H.M. Keyzer, of Momence, and others; and it is not improbable that remains of 
these animals will also be found within the limits of Kankakee county. 
· .. Aside from the sandy ridges of its river bottoms, its soil is fertile and already 
produces large crops. But much of the surface is yet uncultivated, and, as else­
where in fertile countries, the abundance of rich land leads to wasteful farming, 
which, before many years, must inevitably lead to the production of "old fields," 
the characteristic result of such farming in the older States. The remedy, of 
course, lies in thorough manuring, which is, and always will be neglected by those 
who are ambitious to have the largest farms, without regard to the rate of produc­
tion. The abundant marshes or sloughs, often underlaid by deposits of shell marl, 
furnish the best of material for rendering the sand ridges fertile. 
The water power of the Kankakee is partially utilized by four or five dams and 
mills; but not a tithe of it is thus employed, though it might be made the source of 
immense wealth. 
· .. Bog ore is known to exist in small quantities in some of the sloughs near the 
State line. If larger beds can be found within easy reach of the new railroad, there 
seems to be no reason why Momence should not speedily have an iron furnace, 
supplied with bog ore from its own neighborhood *.... If this be undertaken, it 
• Eagle Lake was in the headwaters of Trim Creek, north and east of Beecher. 
1Bootherium = musk ox. 
I Iron ore is found in association with some peat deposits. 
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would be well to examine more thorougWy the beds ofpeat, which are known to 
exist near that place, though now supposed to be of small extent. 70 
Frank Bradley's discussion of Iroquois County in the Geological Survey ofIllinois has the 
following treatment about the land and waters of the Kankakee basin: 
The northeastern quarter is separated from the rest of the county by the Iroquois 
river. . .. This stream is quite sluggish, and navigable for flat-boats from the 
northern county-line up to Middleport; • above this point, it is smaller and more 
broken. . .. All along this valley, and for considerable distances from the present 
river bottoms, we find the extensive accumulations of sand which mark the bottom 
and shores of the old river valley. 
· .. The sands of these old river or estuary bottoms, are mostly quite pure silex, 
and blown about by the winds. . .. They ... have little fertility, except what is 
due to the small quantity of river-silt deposited with them, and the debris of the 
small amount of vegetation which has thus far grown upon them. They are in 
some places entirely barren; in others, they are covered by a thin growth of oaks 
and hickories. The present river bottoms are of course well covered with a great 
variety of timber, being very fertile. 
The remainder of the county is rich, rolling prairie, covered with the characteristic 
deep, black, mucky soil which produces such heavy growths of all sorts of vegeta­
bles. 
· .. Limestone for building, though not of the most durable variety, can be obtain­
ed in any quantity along the lower course of the Iroquois, in Kankakee county, and 
can be brought in flat-boats to the center of the county. 
· .. The river bottoms are, of course, well supplied with water; and the prairie 
portions of the southern half of the county, besides getting moderate supplies by 
the shallOW wells in the subsoil, also obtain unlimited quantities of flowing water 
by forcing "drive wells," or sinking borings from thirty to sixty feet into the sand 
or gravel beds which occur in the top of the boulder clay. t The occurrence of 
artesian water at so small a depth, and especially in unconsolidated deposits, is 
very uncommon, though not unknown elsewhere. 
· .. Many persons have been inclined to suppose this to be "mineral water," or 
"poisonous," becausewhere the surplus overflow has been allowed to run through 
orchards, it has killed the trees. But this was only in consequence of their being 
• Middleport has lost its identity as a town and has become part of Watseka. 
t Boulder clay is glacial till. 
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suffocated, by the water preventing the access of air to their roots. Care should 
be taken, in sinking these wells, to select points where the -surplus water can 
escape directly to the channels of natural drainage. 
The area within which these wells have been successfully sunk is about fifteen 
miles from north to south, and about thirty-seven from east to west, including a 
small part of Ford county. . . . At many points outside of this area, the water 
comes within a few feet of the.surface, so as to be pumped out with the utmost 
ease. 70 
In his report about Kankakee County, Mr. Bradley made a further note about Iroquois 
County: 
Through the eastern part of Iroquois county, Illinois, and the central part of 
Benton county, Indiana, there is said to be a stream of boulders, two miles wide, 
having a general northwest and southeast direction. . .. these must have been 
dropped from floating ice, at a time when all this country was under water .... 70 
The following text is from Frank Bradley's discussion of the geology of Will County: 
The southwestern comer of the county, below the Kankakee, is a level prairie, 
being the northern extremity of Grand Prairie, and possesses the usual heavy, rich, 
black muck, which produces such immense crops of com. Considerable portions 
of this, however, are occupied by coal miners, this being the nearest source of 
supply for the Chicago coal market.• 
Throughout the valley of the DesPlaines, DuPage and Kankakee rivers, the alluvial 
deposits constantly remind the observer that this county once bordered the lower 
end and the outlets of Lake Michigan. . .. the sandy ridges of the Kankakee 
valley, apparently identical in structure and in timber overgrowth with those now 
formed and forming on the shores of the present lake, tell us of the former exis­
tence of either an eastern outlet, by the way of either Deep creek or Salt creek, (in 
Indiana,) and the Kankakee, or, perhaps more probably, a lake-like expansion of 
the Kankakee .... 
. . . we may here refer to the large boulders, which are so abundantly distributed 
over the broad levels which cap the first terrace, in the southwestern part of the 
county. The majority of them are composed of "green-stone," or "trap," probably 
from the Lake Superior-region, while the remainder furnish -representatives of 
nearly all the varieties of metamorphic rocks. From their position above the black 
soil, it is evident that they floated to their present position on fields of ice, not 
long before the river retired to its present lower level. They are especially abun­
• This is a reference to the coal field aroWld Braidwood. 
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dant at points where the surface configuration shows that eddies would be likely 
to form, which would retain the ice-floes until they had time to melt and drop the 
burdens of rock which they had brought from more northern regions. 
· .. Peat has been found in small patches, in some of the swampy land near the 
east line of the county, but no beds of any importance have yet been reported. 
· .. A few springs reach the surface in the timber, and some of the prairie ponds 
retain their water through the year; but, in a dry season, there is often much 
suffering among cattle. . .. The three river valleys' are mostly well watered by 
springs flowing from the outcropping edges of the rock strata. Allover the 
DesPlaines bottoms, wells are readily obtained at a small depth in the rock, the 
water of the river finding ready passage through the numerous crevices and worn 
passages which are so characteristic of limestones exposed, in any degree, to water 
action. The triangle between the DesPlaines and the Kankakee, below the bluffs 
of the second terrace, which run from opposite Channahon directly toward 
Wilmington, has comparatively little soil upon the rock, and much of it is entirely 
destitute of surface water. 71 
1871: Prospectus ofthe Kankakee Valley Draining Co., ofIndiana 
The Prospectus begins, "The attention of capitalists is solicited to the rare opportunity now 
offered to them for profitable investment ...." 
The notorious Kankakee Swamp, which embraces several hundred thousand acres 
of the swamp lands ceded by the U.S. Government to the State of Indiana, t 
extends from near South Bend, on the St. Joseph river, in St. Joseph county, Indi­
ana, in a general south"western direction, to Momence, in Kankakee county, Illi­
nois, a distance of a little more than eighty miles, and varies in width from three to 
• That is, the valleys of the Kankakee, Des Plaines, and Du Page Rivers. 
t The Swamp Land Act of 1850 is discussed on page 147. In his Master's thesis about the 
Kankakee valley, Thomas Conway elaborated: 
An Act of September 28,1850, by Congress donated to the states the swamp and overflowed 
lands contained within them. Illinois, on her part, donated her swamp lands to the counties 
that contained them. The stated intention of Congress in making the grant was that the sale of 
these lands would provide the funds needed to reclaim them. The only restraint on the counties 
was the proviso that the swamp and overflowed lands not be sold for less than ten cents an 
acre. Actually, this method of distributing the lands helped very little to accomplish its pur­
poses. The costs of drainage with the then available means was far beyond the value of the 
lands once redeemed. The expense of draining one acre of swamp land wonld buy two acres 
of good, dry land elsewhere. 91 
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twenty-five miles. It is chiefly low, nearly level, wet prairie or marsh, with groves 
of timber (generally on more elevated land) skirting it, and interspersed through it. 
The soil is a deep and exceedingly rich black, sandy loam, yielding annually a 
heavy growth of valuable native grasses. . .. The Kankakee river, which is the 
main source of the Illinois, rises in this swamp, about three miles from South 
Bend, and flows south westerly through the swamp into the State of Illinois. 
From the source of the river, on the most direct practicable line for a new channel, 
to the west line of Indiana, is a little more than seventy-one miles, and thence to 
the head of the rapids at Momence is nearly seven miles; but by the present chan­
nel of the river, which no where departs more than four miles from that line, the 
distance is over two hundred and forty miles, there being in Indiana, as shown by 
careful survey, over 2,000 bends! During the summer months, this crooked chan­
nel is, in many places, obstructed almost to choking, with a dense growth of wild 
rice and other vegetable matter. At frequent intervals, on both sides of the river, 
tributary streams from the adjacent high lands flow into the river. Some of these 
tributary streams are of considerable volume, and are, for some miles from their 
confluence with the river, similar in character to the Kankakee. A1~ with but two 
or three exceptions, lose themselves in the marsh, some distance, usually miles, 
from their natural intersection with this river. The present channel having less than 
four inches fall to the mile, being obstructed and choked with a dense growth of 
vegetable matter, and having over 2,000 bends, many of them abrupt and each of 
them acting as a dam checking the current, is incapable of carrying away the 
accumulating waters, even at their ordinary stage: and when the floods come, as 
they frequently do in June, July and August, and swell the numerous tributaries, 
the water which they pour into the main channel, finding no adequate outlet, 
necessarily causes inundations of the adjacent lands, which are but little elevated 
above the river at its lowest stage, as in 1869, when some partially reclaimed lands, 
upon which good crops had been before grown, and which in 1870 yielded about 
one hundred bushels of com to the acre, were covered with water from six inches 
to three feet deep, from June until September, utterly destroying crops that until 
the flood came, promised an abundant yield, and also destroying much of the 
pasturage and hay. 164 
1872: "Report of Mr. Ensign Bennett, Civil Engineer, 
to the Kankakee Valley Drainage Company" 
Ensign Bennett's report reads in part, 
Gentlemen: Agreeably to your request, I have made some examinations of that 
portion of the Kankakee River extending from the State line of Indiana to the 
village ofMomence, in the State of Illinois, a distance of about 7 miles. 
. . . We commenced our levels about 1,000 linear feet below the lower dam at 
Momence, and found a rise of 2 feet in the surface of the water in the river 
immediately below the dam. 
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The crest of the lower dam in the center was found to be 5.8 feet above the sur­
face of the water at its foot. The surface of the water on the upper side of the 
dam was 8 inches below the crest, caused, probably, by the mills being in operation 
at the time. Continuing our levels to the State line, we found a total rise of 3 feet 
and 6 inches in the surface of the water from the upper side of the lower dam. 
These levels were taken on the 12th and 13th of December, when the water in the 
river was probably at its ordinary low stage. Comparing the ordinary high-water 
mark at the State line, as distinctly marked by discoloration on a white-ash tree, we 
found the elevation to be 5 feet and 10 inches above the surface of the water in 
the river. 
Returning to Momence, an observation above the lower dam showed the ordinary 
high-water mark to be about 10 inches above the crest of the dam, or 1 foot and 6 
inches above the surface of the water at that date; thereby giving at the ordinary 
high stage of water a surface fall between the State line and the lower dam of . 
about 7 feet and 10 inches (actual 7.83 feet). 
At the foot of the dam the ordinary high-water mark was found to be about 5 feet 
below the ordinary high-water mark above the dam. 
. . . Further examinations were prosecuted by Messrs. Richards and Stephan .... 
These engineers ... extended the line of levels one-half of a mile above the State 
line, and found a rise in that distance of 5% inches in the surface of the water in 
the river. They also took a cross-section of the river at the State line, which has a 
sectional area of 543 feet, with a hydraulic mean depth of 4Yz feet. This giving 
the water a velocity of nearly 2.35 feet per second, with a flow of about 1,271 
cubic feet per second. 
Their next cross-section was taken about 1 mile above Momence, where it is 
supposed the greatest rock obstruction exists. This section had a wetted perimeter 
of 420 feet, with a sectional area of 1,026 feet, and the water a velocity of 1.4244 
feet, thereby passing 1,457 cubic feet per second. 
. . . Messrs. Richards and Stephan give the width of the present channel at the 
State line as being 180 feet .... 47 
1872: "Report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
Relative to the Drainage of Beaver Lake, Indiana" 
The west shore ofBeaver Lake once lay less than a mile east of the Illinois-Indiana state line 
(Figure 2), east of present-day Iroquois County State Wildlife Area. Early in 1872 the U.S. 
Senate directed the Secretary of the Interior to provide "all information in his possession 
relative to the draining of Beaver Lake, in Newton County, Indiana." Willis Drummond, 
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Commissioner of the General Land Office in the Department of the Interior, replied, "... I 
have the honor to .state as follows": 
First interrogatory. "When, by
 
whom, at what cost, and under
 
what authority the lake was
 
drained?"
 
Answer. It appears . . . that in 
1854 and 1855 the State of Indiana, by her commissioner, John Darrah, excavated 
a number of ditches for the purpose of draining the said lake; that in 1859 and 
1860 Isaac Hitchcock, under contract with the State, extended the main ditch 
about one mile into the bed of the lake; and that in 1861 other ditching was done 
by private individuals. 
· .. Second interrogatory. "How much land not included in the original public 
surveys has been laid bare and made dry in consequence of such drainage?" 
Answer. The. official plats on file in this office show that the waters of Beaver 
Lake originally covered about twenty-three sections, or about 14,700 acres. Affi­
davits are herewith transmitted setting forth that from 10,000 to 13,000 acres are 
now dry. 
· .. Seventh interrogatory. "How much of the original bed of the lake still remains 
covered with water, and the practicability of draining the same?" 
Answer. Between one and five thousand acres. From the evidence I have I regard 
it as practicable to drain the lake, so as to make the bed thereof dry and valuable 
lands. 
· .. Ninth interrogatory. "What further legislation, in the opinion of the Commis­
sioner of the General Land Office, is necessary to enable him to dispose of said 
land and adjust the conflicting claims thereto, provided the United States have any 
title to the bed of the lake under the principles announced by the Supreme Court of 
the United States in Pollard's Lessee vs. Hagan et al.... ?" 
Answer. The said premises might have been surveyed under the existing 
rules .... 
· .. I have to state that the decision of the United States Supreme Court in the 
case of Pollard's Lessee vs. Hagan et aI., had reference to navigable waters. 
·Beaver Lake never was navigable in fact, and was left out of the public surveys, 
because at the time the surveys were made it was not practicable to extend the 
lines over what is now the bed of the lake, and for no other reason. 106 
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After answering the interrogatories, Commissioner Drummond appended a series of state­
ments by various parties regarding the drainage of Beaver Lake and subsequent disputes 
about ownership of the lakebed. The first set of briefs and arguments pertains to the extent 
and depth of the water, the condition of the lakebed, and the prospect of surveying the land 
if Beaver Lake were completely drained. 
First is a deposition by Adam Shidler, sworn before the Newton County Circuit Court on 
September 16,1871: 
Adam W. Shidler, being duly sworn, deposes ... that he has acted in the capacity 
of county surveyor and deputy surveyor of this county from its organization to the 
present time; that he first saw Beaver Lake ... in the year 1851; that at that time 
it was a clear smooth sheet ofwater, about seven and a half miles long and five 
miles wide, and the water was from two to nine feet in depth, and was only 
resorted to by sportsmen for the purpose of hunting and fishing; at this time there 
was only one residence on or near the margin of said lake, from the fact that the 
land for many miles in all directions was too wet for cultivation; that in the years 
1854 and 1855 the State oflndiana ... excavated a number of ditches for the 
purpose of draining said lake, one of which commenced at the margin of said lake, 
near the comer of sections 33, 34, 27, and 28, township 31 north, range 9 west; 
and extended to the Kankakee River, in section 5, of said town, a distance of 
about five and one-half miles in length, and was excavated to the depth of from 
three to seventeen feet; soon after this the water in the lake began to subside until 
the year 1859, when it had subsided about two and one-halffeet; at this time one 
Isaac Hitchcock took a contract of deepening, widening, and extending said ditch 
into the bed of the lake, and in the years 1859 and 1860 extended said ditch about 
one mile into the bed of the lake, by which the depth and width of said ditch were 
very much increased, but it was not as yet sufficient capacity to carry all the 
waters from said lake as fast as they accumulated from the rain-fall. About the 
year 1861 one Aigy Dean and William Burton conceived the idea of locating 
permanently on the lake and extending this ditch still further into the bed of the 
lake, and to improve the lands so as to bring them into cultivation. About this time 
a number of other persons came to the lake and became the owners of the land. 
These persons, in conjunction with said Aigy Dean ... have extended said ditch 
about two miles into the bed of the lake, and have excavated numerous other 
ditches, and built fences, and dwelling-houses, and bams, and have cultivated said 
land and sowed large amounts of the bed of said lake in clover and timothy, and 
otherwise improving the· same; and have now increased the capacity of said ditch 
so as to convey all the rain-fall from the same, and so as to render the northwest­
ern part good for cultivation. 
. . . I find by actual measurement that the main outlet ditch is six miles and sixty­
five chains in length, and from 45 to 70 feet in width, and from 2 to 24.20 in 
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depth, containing 509,327 cubic yards of excavation, ... and that the laterals and 
other outlet ditches, all of which are necessary for the present reclamation of the 
lands now in cultivation, contain 65,100 cubic yards of excavation; ... and that 
there are at present over thirty-seven miles of fencing, which are used to inclose 
the lands of said lake ... ; that there are at present twenty dwelling-houses on and 
around said lake, which are occupied by families who are cultivating some of the 
lands of said lake, or have some of the lands under fence. . .. there are fruit-trees 
now in bearing where the water was deep enough to draw a seine and catch fish 
that are worth $500; that the north end of said outlet ditch is at present obstructed 
by a deposit of sand which has been accumulating for the last five or six years, and 
that the said accumulation of sand has now obstructed the mouth or outlet of said 
ditch for the distance of one mile; ... that said obstruction has within the last year 
filled up sixty rods of said ditch, and that a contact has been let ... for excavating 
said deposit, ... and that there has been let ... a contract for extending the afore­
said outlet ditch to the deepest water in the lake, so as to let all the water flow 
freely down the said outlet ditch, and thus reclaim the lands which are now cov­
ered with water, and to keep the spring floods, which last spring covered a large 
portion of the southeast part of said lake, from again overflowing said lands. 106 
Mr. Shidler's statement is followed by one from Elijah Whitson, who became the county's 
swamp land commissioner in 1855, shortly after drainage efforts began at Beaver Lake. Mr. 
Whitson's affidavit concludes, 
A large portion of the bed of said lake is nothing but sand, devoid of fertility, and 
worthless or nearly so for settlement or cultivation. The present value of the lands 
in the bed of the lake are entirely owing to their being drained; that before said 
lake was drained the lands in the bed thereof were considered worthless and had 
no intrinsic or market value. 106 
Seventeen Newton County officials and other local residents petitioned Willis Drummond, 
Commissioner of the U.S. General Land Office, asserting that all of the bed ofBeaver Lake 
would be dry enough to survey within five years. In support of their claim, they appended 
the following sworn statements, made in Newton County during the month of June 1871: 
... Andrew W. Shidler ... upon his oath says that he is a deputy surveyor of said 
county; that some time in the month of July, in the year 1870, he was called upon 
to make a survey of a portion of the lands in the bed of Beaver Lake ... ; that the 
water was lower then than it had ever been before, and lower than it has been at 
any time since; that by"great effort he succeeded in making his way to the water's 
edge, and that it was with the greatest difficulty that he succeeded in getting back 
to dry land again, on account of the nature of the land, it being soft, mucky, and 
full of quicksands and sink-holes, sloughs and marshes, from three feet deep to 
five feet deep; that it was on the line between sections 2 and 3, 10 and 11, 14 and 
15,22 and 23, in township 30 north, range 9 west, of second principal meridian, 
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and this was the most practicable line that could be found, the other lines east of 
this being so much worse that it was perfectly impossible to run them, or make any 
survey of them all; and he says that, from the causes stated, it would be impossible 
to run the range line between ranges 8 and 9, township 30 north, and also the 
section line between sections 1 and 2, 11 and 12, 13 and 14, 23 and 24, in said 
township 30. Also the east and west line between section 11 and 14, and 12 and 
13; also the section line between sections 13 and 24, township 30, range 9, 18 and 
19 township north, range 8 west, so that there is at present at least six sections of 
land that it is impossible to make an actual survey of at this time; that the water is 
from one to three feet, and the muck is from three to ten feet deep over said tract 
of land; that if the ditches and drains now in process of construction be complet­
ed, the whole tract of said land will be susceptible of actual survey, and there will 
be no necessity of any meander' in the survey thereof, and he verily believes that 
said land will be so susceptible of survey within five years. 
· .. Barnett Hawkins ... upon his oath says that he is the county surveyor of ... 
Newton County, and has been for more than seven years last passed; that he is 
well acquainted with Beaver Lake, in said county of Newton, and also with all the 
lands formerly covered by the water of said lake, having been frequently called 
upon to survey lands in that immediate vicinity; that there yet remains a large tract 
of land entirely covered with water, so that it would be impossible to make an 
actual survey of it at the present time; that there is a large tract of land surround­
ing and adjoining the water of said Beaver Lake that is so mucky, marshy, and full 
of quicksands and sink-holes that he believes it would be very difficult to make an 
actual survey of it; he believes there is not less than an area of four square miles 
that are entirely covered with water from six inches to twenty-four inches in 
depth; that he believes if the drains and ditches now in process of construction in 
and upon said lands, and in the vicinity thereof, should be completed, that all of 
the land now covered with the water of Beaver Lake would be susceptible of 
actual survey within the period of five years, and that said lands would then be 
dry, and there would be no necessity for any meander. 
· .. Alexander Ekey ... upon his oath says that he is ... personally acquainted 
with the land formerly and now covered with the water ofBeaver Lake ... , 
having frequently been over and upon the same; that there is a large portion of 
said land that is not susceptible of actual survey, from the fact that it is so marshy, 
muck, and full of quicksands and sink-holes, which in many places are from three 
to ten feet deep; that there is still a large portion ofland, not less than six sections, 
entirely covered"with,water, ofthe, said lake to the depth of from one to six feet; 
that the bottom, under said water, is very soft and mucky to the depth of from 
three to ten feet; that there are a great number of ditches and drains now in and 
upon said land, and in and upon the land adjacent thereto, and he believes that 
• When a body of water is meandered, a survey line is run along its border instead of across it. 
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when said ditches and drains are completed, that said land, both that which was 
covered with the water of said lake, and that which is now covered with said 
water, will be susceptible of actual survey, and he believes that said ditches and 
drains will be so completed, and said land so susceptible of survey, within the 
period of the next five years. 106 
The "Report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office Relative to the Drainage of 
Beaver Lake" contains much more testimony. Various parties contested the issue of owner­
ship of the lakebed, and they often did not agree about the condition of the land and water. 
Despite their disagreements and their biased viewpoints, some information about the charac­
ter of the area can be gleaned from their testimonies, which follow. 
Isaac Myer and Clark Otis swore statements in Chicago on May 18, 1871: 
... Isaac Myer and Clark Otis ... upon oath say that they are acquainted with the 
lands in Newton County, in the State of Indiana, situated within the rim of what 
was originally known as Beaver Lake, in said county, as they are informed, occu­
pied parts of townships 30 and 31 north, in ranges 8, 9, and 10 west, in second 
principal meridian of Indiana; that they passed over and carefully observed said 
lands within the last two days, and know that the water has receded from the bed 
of said lake until there is now only a shallow pond, or slough, of water remaining, 
about one-fourth of a mile wide and about two miles in length, which would not 
materially interfere with the survey and establishment of corners of said lands; that 
about 1,000 acres of said lands are in cultivation at the present time; that between 
10,000 and 12,000 more of said lands are equally dry and capable of cultivation; 
that a good county road has been located and constructed about six miles over said 
land, near what was the center of said lake .... 106 
On September 15, 1871, Nathaniel West testified in the Newton County Circuit Court: 
... NathanielWest ... -deposes and says that he removed to said county ofNew­
ton in the year 1860, and has resided in said county ever since, and is now a citizen 
thereof; that he is well acquainted with Beaver Lake ... ; that he has been in the 
frequent habit of hunting and fishing on said lake and the banks thereof; that in the 
year 1860, when he first saw said lake, the waters thereof covered an area of 
about two miles in width by about five miles in length; that the average depth of 
the water in 1860 was about two feet and a half; that the water in the deepest 
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places was about five or six feet; that when he first saw said lake it had been 
partially drained into the Kankakee River by means of a ditch excavated from said 
lake to said river, which said ditch from said river to the rim or edge of said lake is 
about five or six miles in length and from three to twenty feet in depth and about 
sixty feet wide; that the water in said lake has been constantly receding from the 
year 1860 to the present time; that the area or surface of the land in the bed of 
said lake now covered with water is about two or three square miles. 106 
Samuel McCullough submitted an affidavit to the Circuit Court on the following day: 
... Samuel E. McCullough ... deposes and says ... that he is well acquainted 
with Beaver Lake ... , and lived on the bank thereof for about four years; that he 
came to the ... county about the time said lake was ditched; that when he first 
saw said lake it was full of water, and covered a large area; that in consequence of 
the ditches constructed, leading from said lake to the Kankakee River, the waters 
have subsided, until now there is but a small portion thereof covered with water; 
... that the lands in the bed of said lake vary in value very much; some of the 
better portion being worth about $10 per acre, others again being comparatively 
wortWess, being nothing but sand; that about one-fourth of the lands in the bed of 
said lake are of the latter description, being composed of white sand, and having 
no fertility whatever. 106 
Thirty-eight farmers who had begun to set up homes on the drained bed ofBeaver Lake peti­
tioned the General Land Office in September 1871, pleading that the remainder of the lake 
bed ("near 17,500 acres") be surveyed and transferred to private ownership "as speedily as 
possible." In May of that year, most of these men had been driven off their claims by 
"menaces and threats of violence from persons possessing the riparian title to the Beaver 
Lake lands." On the evening of September 26, a body of 54 claimants had gone out all at 
once to build houses on the lakebed, but they were removed by an armed posse and were 
threatened with "violence and bloodshed, and perhaps death" if they dared repeat their 
attempt. 106 
Lemuel Milk, Michael G. Bright, and the State ofIndiana opposed the men who attempted 
to set up claims at Beaver Lake. Indiana's Attorney General and Messrs. Milk and Bright 
insisted that the former lakebed was no longer in federal ownership. They claimed that the 
land was owned by Milk, Bright, and the State of Indiana, and therefore the land could not 
be sold by the United States to the would-be farmers. They stated their case in a letter to the 
U.S. General Land Officein August of 1871-describing Beaver Lake as formerly "a useless 
and noxious body of water" and "a lake of considerable depth, the bed of which was wholly 
covered with water, except a few inconsiderable islands." Their letter includes extracts from 
a brief that was submitted in a previous dispute about ownership of the largest island in 
Beaver Lake. Among the "agreed facts" in this earlier case are the following points: 
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... there is a shallow body of fresh water ... , known by the name of "Beaver 
Lake," which covers some fourteen thousand acres of land. 
The Government officials, in making the surveys of the adjacent lands, meandered 
this water, forming thereby fractional lots and sections all around it. The bed of 
the lake was not surveyed, neither were the islands therein, of which there are 
several, one of them called "Bogus Island," containing some seventy-five or eighty 
acres. The Government surveys extended nowhere into the lake, but only to the 
margin of water; or only, it will perhaps be contended, to stakes (by which the 
surveys must be bounded) set in or near the margin .... 106 
Most of the text of this 41-page letter by Milk, Bright, and the State of Indiana involves 
legal matters and does not shed additional light on the ecological condition of the Beaver 
Lake area. 
In a letter dated October 20, 1871, Isaac Myer disputed the arguments set forth by Milk, 
Bright, and the Attorney General of Indiana. He spoke for himself and 107 other men who 
laid claim to some part of the former bed of Beaver Lake. Some of these men had been 
made homeless by the great Chicago fire less than two weeks earlier. Mr. Myer's response 
provides some information about land use at Beaver Lake: 
... I am fully borne out in replying that ... comparatively all the value these lands 
now possess has been derived from the natural drainage by the washing out and 
gradual deepening of the ditch, made, in the first place, at small expense, and paid 
for out of the swamp-land fund, derived by the State from the sale of lands donat­
ed to her by the act of September 28, 1850. As shown by the statement of Mr. 
Condit, the contract price of that ditch was $13,000, but that the contractor, by 
cutting a ditch a few feet in depth and width, and of less than two miles in length, 
through the sand ridge around the lake, at a cost of about $1,100, started the 
water through the ditch to the Kankakee River, four and a half miles distant, in 
which distance there was 42 feet fall. The ditch washed out and drained off the 
waters of the lake so rapidly during the next ten years that the "present holders 
now opposing the survey, who had commenced," purchasing lands in the lake-bed 
as the waters receded, and its value was discovered, permitted and consented to 
the erection of a mill-dam on the ditch for some years, till they could absorb the 
land at a nominal price before its value became too apparent. The mill-dam not 
proving a sufficient barrier to prevent the drainage and conceal the value of the 
lake lands from the public, the "present holders" of these lands had, as I am 
credibly informed; a large amount· ofhay placed in the then head of the growing 
ditch to retard the receding of the waters till they had secured what lands they 
wanted without competition, after which the hay was removed, the dam ordered to 
be taken down, and the natural growth of the ditch in length and depth allowed to 
go on unobstructed. It was not the intention to drain off all the waters of the lake 
and uncover its bed at the time the ditch was cut through the sand-ridge as before 
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stated, but simply to lower the waters of the lake a few feet for the purpose of 
draining and facilitating the drainage of some 30,000 acres of swamp-land in the 
vicinity of the lake; but when the water was started through the original small 
ditch, as before stated, it continued to wash out and deepen till it has cut a great 
ditch of from fifty to a hundred feet in width, and from ten to thirty feet in depth. 
· .. M.G. Bright was largely concerned in the great swamp land swindle .... 
Having his appetite for land whetted by that great land-grab from the State of 
Indiana, he is making an effort ... to filch from the United States the 16,000­
acre bed of Beaver Lake. 
· .. Lemuel Milk ... is a man of wealth to the amount of half a million dollars, 
obtained by grinding the face of the poor. . . . He owns vast herds of cattle and 
counts his acres by the ten thousands in both Indiana and Illinois. 
· .. he and his partner Dean ... hold and keep possession of the Beaver Lake 
lands by violence. . .. . .. Milk and Dean have a fenced pasture or cattle-ranch 
twenty-seven miles in circumference, and inclosing the greater part of these 
Beaver Lake lands, affording these best grazing lands in the State. 
· .. Milk & Dean had ... in their said pasture 1,700 head of cattle belonging to 
others, for the pasturage of which they charged and received $3 per head for the 
season, thus giving them a fine cash income from these lands, beside the pasturage 
of their own cattle and a large amount of corn raised on the same. 106 
Charles Test, acting as an attorney for Lemuel Milk and others, wrote to the Committee on 
Public Lands on January 29, 1872. His letter begins, "Beaver Lake was a body of water 
covering about 16,000 acres of land, averaging in depth about five feet. The lands bounding 
its entire margin were deeded to the State by the General Government as swamp lands." Mr. 
Test reviewed the past drainage efforts and land transfers at Beaver Lake. He said that the 
initial series ofditches exposed "some ten thousand acres of land, ... leaving the residue yet 
covered with water, and wholly unfitted for agricultural purposes." He further attested, 
That we may not be supposed to exaggerate the condition of the Beaver Lake 
lands, we will refer to the report of Judges Elliott and Otto, and Norman Eddy, the 
present secretary of state, who were appointed commissioners by the Indiana 
legislature to settle and adjust claims due that State, which report was made more 
than forty years after the Government had closed her surveys in Indiana. In this 
report they say: "We have examined these lands, and, as already stated, we find 
about half of them covered with the waters of the lake. Those drained or reclaim­
ed on the eastern side of the lake seem to be a barren bank or sand, of little or no 
value, while a portion on the north and west margin we believe will be productive 
and valuable." 
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· .. The lands are yet of little value, remote from any city or railroad; in fact, a 
bed of sand, wholly unfitted for agricultural purposes, and must ever remain such, 
except occasional patches, which may produce reasonable crops. 106 
More than 200 citizens of Illinois and Indiana petitioned the U.S. House ofRepresentatives 
and Senate, "asking that the title to lands in the bed ofBeaver Lake, in the State of Indiana, 
may be quieted." Their memorial begins, "The undersigned ... respectfully represent-" 
That, at the time of the surveys of the public lands in Northern Indiana, there was 
a permanent body of water in township 30, north of range 9 west ... ; that said 
body of water was known as Beaver Lake, and covered an area of about fourteen 
thousand acres. In accordance with the laws, the lines of the surveys were not 
extended over or into the lake, but the shores thereof were meandered. The lake 
remained an undisturbed and permanent body of water until after the United States 
had disposed of all the adjoining and surrounding lands. .., Subsequently the 
State, with the assent and assistance of the adjoining proprietors, caused the lake 
to be partially drained into the Kankakee River. By the flow of the water, the 
ditch was widened and deepened, but the lake is not yet entirely drained; a portion 
of the bed is still covered with water. 106 
A letter from Conrad Baker, Governor of Indiana, accompanied this memorial to Congress. 
Baker's letter of January 13, 1871, mentions that Beaver Lake "originally covered about 
16,000 acres ofland" and was about 40 feet higher than the Kankakee River. 106 
Parker Dresser wrote to Willis Drummond of the General Land Office on November 12, 
1871. The first point ofMr. Dresser's letter: "The bed ofBeaver Lake embraces in its area 
some 16,000 acres. The waters have disappeared, or so nearly so that every section corner 
on the entire tract of land can be easily established ...." 106 
The final item submitted by Commissioner Drummond to the Senate is an affidavit by 
Nathaniel West, sworn on January 17,1872. Mr. West stated that he is well acquainted with 
the exposed bed of Beaver Lake, and that "large bodies of the bed are beds of sand, and of 
but little, if any, value." 106 
1873: Combination Atlas Map of Will County, Illinois 
This atlas extols the commercial waterpower of the Kankakee River at Wilmington: 
The Kankakee river, which is one of the principal tributaries of the Illinois river, 
furnishes the water power ofWilmington, and to the "Kankakee Company" belong 
the credit of perfecting and utilizing this vast power, which for its permanency and 
extent will compare favorably with the most extensive water powers of the land. 
The river bed is of solid rock, and dams once safely anchored are considered ever­
lasting. The "Kankakee Company" have constructed two dams ten and twelve 
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feet in height respectively, and have under contract the third dam, which is 950 
feet long and 16 feet in height, with raceway 100 feet wide and three-fifths of a 
mile long, (nearly completed) and a mill pond or reservoir ten (10) miles in length, 
massing a vast power of over 12,000 horse power. For general manufacturing 
purposes it would seem that Wilmington has no equal in the Western 
States .... 294 
1873: Lake County, Indiana, from 1834 to 1872 
In his history ofLake County, the Reverend Timothy H. Ball portrayed the Kankakee River 
lowland that lay within the first several miles of the Illinois-Indiana line: 
South of the prairie proper, extending across the county, lies a belt of marsh or 
meadow land five or six miles in breadth, interspersed with islands of timber, and 
bordering the channel of the Kankakee River. A part is dry, a part is wet marsh.• 
This marsh region makes that river remarkable. A river is known to be there. The 
blue line of trees marking its course can be discerned from the prairie heights; but 
only occasionally, in mid winter or in a time of great drouth, can one come near its 
water channel. So far as any ordinary access to it from this county is concerned it 
is like a fabulous river, t or one the existence of which we take on trust. The 
fowlers, the trappers, and the woodmen have looked upon its sluggish waters. 17 
Mr. Ball provided a list of wooded islands in the marshland bordering the Kankakee River 
in Lake County. The list gives an idea of the former character of the islands: Little Beech 
Ridge, Walnut Knob, Honey Locust, Big Beech Ridge, Warner's Island, Fuller's Island, Red 
Oak Island, Brownell's Island, and White Oak Island (also known as Big White Oak Island, 
"one of the largest in the region, extending for some three miles"), Sugar Grove, Ash 
• Timothy Ball used the term "dry marsh" on several occasions. He did not define this oxy­
moron. Most likely a wet marsh is relatively deep and more or less permanently inundated, and a dry 
marsh is shallow and intermittently flooded. Perhaps dry marshes were distinguished as wetland areas 
where hay conld be harvested. 
In the spring and summer of 1840, William Ewing, a federal land surveyor working in Du Page County, 
made a distinction between wet marshes and dry marshes. Public Land Survey procedures called for 
Ewing's crew to raise a mound of earth to mark a section corner if the corner was in a prairie. If the 
section corner fell in a marsh, the surveyors erected a mound nearby as a witness point for the section 
corner. In such a sitnation, Ewing wrote, "The ground being too wet and marshy to make a corner I 
therefore selected the most snitable plot of ground in the vicinity ... and ... raised a mound in which 
set a post as a witness point ...." In some places Ewing found that the section corner was in a marsh, 
but it was dry enough to erect a mound. Ewing explained in his field book, "Several corners in the 
foregoing survey were made in marshes, but always dry enough at the time to permit the raising of the 
sod for that purpose." 304 
t In other words, a river of fable. 
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Swamp, River Ridge, Stave Shanty, Wheeler's Island, South Island, Bolivar Island, Long 
Willow or Crab Apple Grove, and School Grove Island. As Mr. Ball pointed out, 
These ridges and islands are all sandy. The timber is white and black oak, ash, 
cotton-wood, soft maple, sycamore, and swamp burr oak. • . .. Some of these 
varieties, especially the ash, will grow in the water, and thus they make a regular 
swamp. Getting this timber out in the winter is called "swamping." 17 
In addition to the island groves, two others-Orchard Grove and Plum Grove-were on the 
morainic upland at the edge of the Kankakee lowland. Mr. Ball said of Plum Grove, "It is 
small, is near the marsh, and now contains more crab apple than wild plum trees." 17 
The Reverend Mr. Ball recounted the experiences of William Clark's family as they immi­
grated to the future site ofCrown Point. In February 1835 these pioneers headed northward 
from the Wabash River, but they had to veer far to the west to avoid the Grand Kankakee 
Marsh. Waypoints along their route down the Iroquois River valley included the trader's 
station at "Bunkum" and the settlement at "Sugar." t According to their story, "... having 
crossed the bleak open prairie north of Sugar they came to the Kankakee marsh." Mr. Ball 
retold the rest of the Clark family's story as it first appeared in Solon Robinson's "Lecture 
upon the Early History of Lake Co., Ind." (page 77). 
The Potawatomi had crop fields and gardens at some of the islands and upland groves along 
the Kankakee River in Lake County, and they lived there as late as the winter of 1837-38. 
According to Mr. Ball, these residents "cultivated grapes and some com" on the islands, and, 
"Just across the river they had quite a vineyard." The Potawatomi at a nearby village "lost 
some eighty ponies for want of sufficient food" during the winter of·1837-38, but ... 
Those at Orchard Grove wintered very well. During the winter the men were busy 
trapping. Three Indians caught, in one season, thirteen hundred raccoons. They 
sold the skins for one dollar and a quarter each, thus making on raccoon fur alone 
$1625. Other fur was very abundant and brought a high price in market. They 
trapped economically until they were about to leave forever the hunting-grounds 
of their forefathers. They then seemed to care little for the fur interests of those 
who had purchased their lands, and were destroying as well as trapping, when 
some of the settlers interfered. 17 
A white man went to the trapping ground, and "told the Indians they must cease to destroy 
the homes of the fur-bearers." 17 
Timothy Ball's chronicle continues: 
• Swamp burr oak = ? Qllercus bicolor (swamp white oak). Mr. Ball noted that this kind of 
oak is "said to be the best timber in the region for fencing purposes." 11 
t The village of Iroquois ("BW1kum") and Sugar Island ("Sugar") are in Fignre 2. 
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· .. when I first looked over the county as a boy, the large prairie region, of some 
two hundred and fifty square miles, was almost unbroken by fence or furrow. 
· .. But now, in the very centre of our largest prairies are farm houses, and gar­
dens, and orchards, and the large pasture grounds of twenty years ago are all 
enclosed by fence or hedge. The droves of cattle first pressed outward over the 
green savannahs' and man followed. The cattle destroyed the polar plants, t and 
the prairie dock, and the immense beds of flowers, and cropped to the earth the 
grass that once grew so tall. The wild prairie beauty long since departed. Time 
was when we could roam these wilds along many and many a mile; the grass tall, 
waving, and trackless; the pWox of different colors, as elegant and as luxuriant as 
in Eastern cultivated garden beds, in almost boundless profusion; the other bright­
colored native flowers abundant in July, and August, and September; the tall polar 
plant, with its sunflower stalk from five to seven feet in height, and its clusters of 
yellow blossoms, and its bottom leaves two and three feet in height, forming a 
continuous succession of rich forest-like herbage of bright yellow and green; every 
now and then scaring up the grouse, the quick, thundering sound of whose wings 
would startle both horse and rider; occasionally coming near to a wolf and sending 
him away on a low and not rapid lope; and again seeing at a distance the tall sand­
hill cranes, and sometimes even a herd of bounding deer. But now all is changed 
except the contour of the ground. 
· .. The appearance of the prairie of 1872 is vastly unlike that of 1834. Farms and 
neat residences dot it allover now. It was in its native wildness and beauty then. 
A sweeping prairie fire can be seen no more.. The prairie hens find few places in 
which to make their nests, and are almost destroyed; the wolves have few mounds 
left in whose sides to make their dens. The timid deer has become a stranger to its 
old haunts and would not know its once safe retreats. The wild fowls in the spring 
and fall still darken our waters, but they rear their young amid the surroundings of 
other regions now. . .. on the Kankakee islands and in the marsh itself settle­
ments are now made; and soon the engines will be running and drawing th~ir 
ponderous burdens through that once almost impenetrable morass that skirts our 
southern border. No wonder the wild geese and swan seek other summer haunts 
where they may rest in solitude and hear no screams except their own. 
• At the time Mr. Ball wrote his book, the word savannah (or savanna) was used as a synonym 
for prairie. Savannah was not employed as it is currently defined in the Midwest, as a term specific to 
grassland with ·scattered trees. 312 
t The polar plant is now called compass plant (Silphium laciniatum). In the pioneer era, this 
species was most often called "resin-weed" (or rosin weed, rosinweed, etc.). Mr. Ball took the name 
"polar plant" from one of his references, Alphonso Wood's Class-Book ofBotany. 320 Cattle relish the 
compass plant even though its sap is resinous and it has long, stiff hairs on its leaves and stems. 
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· .. In later years, during that wet summer of 1869, the Kankakee River being 
unusually high and affording great facilities for rafting off the timber, a number 
of men were said to be trespassing upon those wooded islands which were miles 
away from the abodes of civilized men. The high water seemed to secure these 
timber stealers from the observation of the owners of the islands. The trees were 
cut in water some four feet in depth, and floated down to Momence, out of the 
jurisdiction of the State. Hearing of these depredations, a party of land-owners 
went out in boats to ascertain the facts and bring the culprits to justice. A number 
of rafts had gone into Illinois, but they found nine then in the river, of choice tim­
ber, from fifty to one hundred feet in length. 
· .. The great excitement of the year 1871 was the action of the Kankakee Valley 
Draining Company.• A bill passed the State Legislature in the winter of 1869 and 
1870, t known as the Kankakee Drainage Law. A company was formed under this 
law. . .. . .. When the map of their proposed work and amount of assessments 
were filed in the recorder's office a strong spirit of opposition to the movement 
was manifested in this and the adjoining counties. . .. I quote from a publication 
in 1871 the following: 
"This company cannot drain the Kankakee without destroying a great natural dam 
of stone, some sixteen miles in extent, I at Momence, Illinois, eight miles from the 
Indiana line, and as it is a valuable water-power, whose proprietors have a perpet­
ual charter from the State of Illinois, and a paid-up capital of $1,250,000, it is not 
likely that the waters of the Kankakee will be reduced one inch by this company. 
The whole thing is a stupendous fraud upon the public ...." 
Meetings of the citizens were held at different places; a strong, wide current of 
popular sentiment set full against the operations of the Kankakee Valley Draining 
Company; and the probability seems to be that the benefit assessment will never be 
collected. ' 
• The ambitions of the Kankakee ValIey Draining Company are spelIed ont on pages 100 
and 105. 
t This law was enacted immediately after the extraordinarily wet growing season of 1869, 
which resulted in very heavy crop losses in the Kankakee lowland. 
I Sixteen miles is an overstatement. Jolm CampbelI wrote in 1882 that the obstrnction in the 
river is "about one and a half miles in width." 82 Jared Smith concluded in 1882 that the channel would 
need to be deepened for two and one-third miles to bypass the blockage. 273 A 1915 report by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers states that the rock ledge and adjoining riffles extend for about 9,100 feet, or 
one and three-fourths miles. 62 
, Sentiment in favor of the Kankakee ValIey Draining Company was expressed by a Mr. 
Coker (page 132). 
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Some more large ditches, judiciously cut, might be a benefit to the dry marsh, but 
this is gradually becoming sufficiently dry not only for pasturage and grass but for 
cultivation. 
The Kankakee region in our bounds may well be called wild, strange, and magni­
ficent. A river is its southern limit, a singular, lonely river, yet a river abounding 
with wild life. Between the river and the prairie are about seventy-five square 
miles of wet and dry marsh and of wooded islands. 17 
T.H. Ball's remarks about the fauna of the region: 
· .. 1871 ... In June the locusts' came in immense swarms, keeping themselves 
mostly upon the forest trees. . .. These locusts stung the timber, but no serious 
results followed. 
· .. For many years the prairie wolves were abundant and annoying. 
· .. a true wild-cat or lynx t was caught in 1837 or 1838, in an alder thicket, then 
almost impenetrable, at the head of Cedar Lake. I 
· .. In 1857 a bald eagle was shot on the west side of Cedar Lake. . .. This is 
supposed to have been the last one killed around that lake. 
· .. In 1869, Herbert S. Ball ... met a magnificent water-fowl which he captured 
and killed. . .. When examined at Crown Point this majestic bird was unhesitat­
ingly pronounced to be an American Wild Swan I . . .. This is supposed to have 
• Locust = seventeen-year cicada. 
t Mr. Ball referred to the "true wild-cat or lynx." The nomenclature and identity of native 
Midwestern cats are confusing and ambiguous in the early literature. As Walter Hahn pointed out in 
his "Mammals of Indiana" (1909), the Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis, or Felis lynx) was sometimes 
called the "wild cat"; the bobcat (Lynx rufus, or Felis rufus) was known as the "bay lynx," "wild cat," 
"catamount," or "bob cat." Mr. Hahn further stated regarding the Canada lynx, 
In Indiana the records are greatly confused with those of the smaller bay lynx, and to some 
extent, with accounts of the cougar. The differences between these three species are well 
known to hunters and trappers where all are found, but they are all called "catamounts" and 
"wild cats" by the later settlers, who heard of them now and then, but seldom saw them. 133 
I Cedar Lake is 18 miles northeast of Momence. 
~ The trumpeter swan nested in the Kankakee valley. The other "American Wild Swan," the 
tundra swan, might have been present during migration. 
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been the last swan killed in this county, only a few flocks ever having been seen by 
the earliest settlers at Cedar Lake. 
· .. Of the fur-bearing tribes there originally were musk-rats, mink, otter, and 
beaver. The latter disappeared before the white men came. Of other quadrupeds 
there were deer, and wolves, and wild-cats, fox squirrels, and rabbits. On one 
island in the marsh, black squirrels' are found. Chipmunks, gophers, and ground 
squirrels t abounded. There was found in Cedar Lake a pair of large horns, 
supposed to be elk, indicating that they were once in this region. 
The wolves were very abundant here, as were most of the other animals, when the 
settlers came. Two boys out from home one day saw as many as a dozen .... 
· .. Men would chase them sometimes with horses, and, among the grubs, ! the 
wolf has been known to look saucily up at the rider, as much as to say, "Catch me 
if you can." 
· .. A few large gray wolves have occasionally visited our prairies, even as lately 
as this present year; but they are not considered to be native. 
Of feathered animals, the grouse, or prairie chickens, were those that gave charac­
ter to the prairies; ... the usual varieties of little birds were in the groves; and the 
crow, the hawk, and the eagle, were native inhabitants. 
Of wild life, without ferocious animals, there was no lack. The waters swarmed 
with fish; and the groves, and the prairies, and the marshes were alive with their 
appropriate inhabitants. The larger marshes, and even small ones, in the midst of 
the drye'st prairie, contained some fish, and multitudes of small shell-bearing ani­
mals, called snails or periwinkles. The prairie crawfish abounded. The rattle­
• Both gray squirrels and fox squirrels have melanistic or black iudividuals or populations. In 
his 1898 discussion of Lake and Porter Counties, W.S. Blatchley made note of occasional jet-black fox 
squirrels. 63 
t Mr. Ball referred to both gophers and ground squirrels. Two species of ground squirrel 
occurred in Lake County during pioneer days: the thirteen-lined ground squirrel, and Franklin's ground 
squirrel. Both were commouly called gophers. A third species, the plains pocket gopher, has not been 
scientifically documented north of the Kankakee River, so it is not likely to have occurred in Lake 
County. 
! In this context, a "grub" describes the growth form of a tree, usually an oak. A grub is a 
clump of young sprouts growing from an old mass of roots. Where wildfires are frequent (recurring 
annually or nearly so), some fire-tolerant tree species are maintained as grubs because their roots 
survive and continue to eularge from year to year even though the above-ground stems are repeatedly 
killed back by fire. Mter each fire, the roots send up another set of sprouts. A group of grubs forms 
a thicket-hence this reference to coyotes "among the grubs." 
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snakes and other venomous and harmless serpents were on almost every rood of 
land; and ox flies and horse flies seemed to drive the domestic cattle nearly to 
distraction. 
But these smaller animals, and the venomous serpents, and many of the other deni­
zens of the region, have already disappeared; and few comparatively remain amid 
our present civilization. It is ever so, that the children of nature retire before the 
cultivated races. A few more years and we may scarcely have anything that comes 
under the name of game. 
· .. To this year, of 1872, may be accredited the beginning of Cumberland Lodge 
Farm, on School Grove Island, • in the Kankakee Region. 
· .. Heath and Milligan, of Chicago, ... bought land on the island. They, with 
eight other Chicago gentlemen, built in the grove in the fall of 1869, and estab­
lished a hunter's home. . .. . .. Hunting parties come from Chicago and other 
cities. . .. . .. The game is mostly ducks, geese, and brants. . .. Eight gentle­
men, in a few days, shot sixty-six snipes and five hundred and thirteen ducks. 
Another says, four gentlemen shot fifty snipes and five hundred and fifteen ducks. 
. . . G.M. Shaver alone killed four years ago eleven hundred ducks, besides other 
water fowls. 17 
1873-85: E.J. Hill 
E.J. Hill was a teacher in Kankakee during the 1870s. He botanized in his spare time and 
became an authority on the flora of the Kankakee River valley and the Chicago region. 
While prospecting for plants on a Kankakee River island opposite Altorf t (eight miles 
downstream from Kankakee), Hill discovered a small colony of the leafy prairie clover 
(Petalostemum joliosum). ; This prairie plant was recognized as exceedingly rare-even at 
that early date, when tall-grass prairie habitat was far from rare. 
• School Grove Island was three miles north of the Kankakee River and three miles east of the 
state line. It was also known as Oak Grove Island. Another School Grove was 12 miles to the north 
and east, near Crown Point. Each of these groves was in section 16 of its respective township. During 
the era when federal land was being sold into private ownership, section 16 of each township was 
known as the "school section." As a general rule, money from the sale of land in section 16 was allot­
ted for the support of public schools. 
t The island was known as Altorf Island or Langham Island. The U.S. Public Land Survey 
described it in 1834 as a "beautiful timbered island that does not overflow." 267 
; The currently accepted name of Petalostemum foliosum is Dalea foliosa. E.J. Hill consist­
ently referred to the plant as Petalostemonfoliosus. 
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For many years E.J. Hill maintained a correspondence with Harry N. Patterson, a plant 
collector from Oquawka. On November 29, 1873, he shipped Patterson a specimen of this 
prairie clover, explaining ... 
Petalostemon foliosus is without roots. It branches widely just at the root, gener­
ally far too large for a specimen, so I have divided them to go farther. In fact, I 
found but five plants after thorough search. I doubt if one escaped, for the condi­
tions were favorable to see all. Four of these I dug up, sending two of the roots 
to Dr. Gray, • to cultivate, fearing I might exterminate; the other was left. I hope 
to find more another season. The root is tuberous, bearing a good many little 
seedlings about the size of pin-heads. 168 
Mr. Hill included another rare plant in the same shipment to Harry Patterson: 
Another specimen I send is new to the Flora east of the Miss. It is one of the 
Malvaceae, Sphaeralcea. t Its species I have not yet determined, but am inclined 
to think it the S. acerifolia .... Perhaps it will turn out to be new... , It grows 
on the same island with Pet. foliosus. 1 168 
On the following January 31st, Hill again wrote to Patterson about this unusual mallow, 
which looks like a hollyhock: 
I sent the Sphaeralcea to Dr. Gray, being quite sure it was not a new species, 
though not positive enough to rest on my own conclusion, having nothing to com­
pare it with, I thought it S. acerifolia, Nutt. and the Dr. says it is "S. rivularis" no 
doubt, of which S. acerifolia is a form." 168 
On March 19, 1874, Hill promised Patterson, "... I will get a good supply of the Sphaer­
alcea, more ofPetalosternon if I can find it ...." And on October 18 he wrote to Patterson, 
I will spare you a specimen of Petalostemon foliosus which I will forward in due 
time. They are very scarce here, and I collected all I could find last summer, 5 in 
all, though it being a branching plant, they can be considerably divided. 
Dr. Gray wrote for roots to cultivate in the Botanical Gardens of Cambridge, 
which I sent him. Should he succeed, specimens may possibly be had of him. I 
• Asa Gray, a Harvard botanist, had described Pelaloslemum Joliosum as a new species 
in 1868. 
t That is, a member of the genus Sphaeralcea, in the Malvaceae (mallow family). 
1 Pet. foliosus ~ Pelaloslemum Joliosum (leafy prairie clover). 
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may be able to find it more abundantly hereafter. It grows in the gravelly banks of 
the Rein.• 168 
In the December 1879 issue of the Botanical Gazette, EJ. Hill published a note titled, "The 
Geographical Range of Petalostemon foliosus, Gray, in Illinois": 
The note of Mr. Boltwood, in the Gazette for October, announcing the discovery 
of this rather rare plant at Ottawa, raises some questions as to localities where it 
may yet be looked for. . .. I found it in 1872 on an island in the Kankakee river, 
at Altorf, Ill., about eight miles below Kankakee. . .. . .. Though I was often 
during several years along the banks of the Kankakee from Rock creek, below 
Altorf, to Momence, near the Indiana line, I saw no further indications of the 
plant, though from some remains, found late one season, it might be looked for 
lower down the stream. Two years after finding it, I searched long and carefully 
in the first locality for more, but in vain, though the ground was such that they 
could scarcely have been concealed. On getting some roots for Dr. Gray, to plant 
in the Botanical Gardens at Cambridge, and for my own collection, I was uninten­
tionally too good a collector, and probably extinguished the plant, t though think­
ing enough had been left for seed. Dr. Gray, on requesting the plants, said they 
were difficult to raise from the seed, which may account for those left disappear­
ing the year after the first and second crop of specimens was reaped, there being 
but few at the best. It grew on the gravelly banks of the river, and it would be 
well for collectors to look for it in similar situations within the range above indi­
cated, at least, with the precaution, if found, of not cropping too closely, unless 
there is an "abundance" at Ottawa for all who may seek it personally or by 
exchange. 141 
The leafy prairie clover is now so rare that it is officially listed as an endangered species­
both in Illinois and nationally. It has never again been found on Altorf Island or elsewhere 
along the Kankakee River. 
The identity ofE.I. Hill's unusual mallow(-supposedly a kind ofSphaeralcea-) remained 
uncertain for more than three decades. By 1906 a specialist had determined that it was a 
species unknown to science. Furthermore the plant was so distinct that it merited assignment 
• E.J. Hill's letters were handwritten, and some are difficult to read. Alice Kibbe, who edited 
Hill's correspondence, rendered this word as "Rein," but it is likely to be "River" or perhaps a scrib­
bled contraction of "Kankakee." 
t In November 1873 E.J. Hill wrote that he had found five Petalostemum foliosum plants on 
Altorf Island and had dug up four. He was afraid that he might exterminate the colony, so he shipped 
two Petalostemum roots to Harvard to be cultivated. In March 1874 he stated that he had collected all 
of the Petalostemum that he could find, "5 in all." It appears that he dug up four of the plants and 
collected the above-ground parts of the fifth plant. 
125 
to a new genus, Iliamna. The Kankakee mallow, Iliamna remota, still grows on Altorf 
Island in the Kankakee River, but it has never been found growing naturally in the wild 
anywhere else in the world. 
Mr. Hill collected another rare plant from Altorf Island: the buffalo clover (Trifolium 
reflexum). 267 This species is listed as endangered in Illinois. Yet another endangered 
species, the plains violet (Viola viarum) has been cited from Altorf Island on the basis of a 
collection by E.J. Hill, but this report is based on a misidentification. 68 
In his correspondence with Harry Patterson, E.J. Hill occasionally discussed other plants that 
he had collected in the Kankakee valley of Illinois. November 29, 1873: "Panicum autum­
nale' I found on our sand hills last summer ...." January 31, 1874: "Conobea multifida, r 
from Gilman." December 24, 1875: "Clematis Pitcheri j is a common plant along the 
Kankakee River, and streams entering it." 168 
On March 29, 1875, Hill discussed a few species growing on rock outcrops along the river 
in the general vicinity of Kankakee: 
Sedum ternatum ~ has no appearance of being introduced. I have seen it in several 
ravines cut in the limestone by streams running into the river quite remote from 
houses. I should pronounce it indigenous. Gray's Botany gives it to Illinois. § 
• Panicum autumnale =Leptoloma cognatum (fall witch grass). 
r Conobea multifida = Leucospora multifida. Few botanical manuals list a common name for 
this species; Swink and Wilhelm"have suggested "Obe.wan.conobea." 289 
j Clematis Pitcheri = leatherflower. 
~ Sedum tematum = three-leaved stonecrop. 
§ That is, Asa Gray's Manual ofthe Botany ofthe Northern United States says that the species 
occurs in Illinois. 131 
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· .. The two species of Fedia I have seen at 4 localities on the river, from the 
mouth of the Iroquois, three miles above Kankakee, to Altorf 8 below. The radi­
ata' in one spot, abundant, at the mouth of Gav. Creek, r one mile above the city. 
My most pronounced form ofF. Umbilicata t are from the river banks near the 
city, on the opposite side of the river from the locality for F. radiata. Those from 
the Iroquois Riv. and Altorf are intermediate, but more like F. umbilicata than F. 
radiata. The two places most remote have the same development, those in less 
than a mile apart on opposite sides of the stream are most unlike and the most 
marked form ofF. umbilicata very rare. I send you a specimen from Altorf. 168 
Hill wrote to Patterson on November 29, 1876, to comment on Patterson's newly issued 
Catalogue of the Phaenogamous and Vascular Cryptogamous Plants ofIllinois: . 
The only mistakes I have noticed in your Catalogue, is in crediting. Adlumia 
cirrhosa, , is given for Kankakee. I have not seen it in the state. . .. Comptonia 
Asplenifolia § ••• should be credited to Thornton, Cook Co. Not found in Kanka­
kee by me. 168 
Hill's letter of April 3, 1878, focuses on a mint and a diminutive member of the sedge 
family: 
· .. Fimbristylis capillaris, .. common in the sands here. The variety of Lycopus 
Europaeus tt I found growing in similar situations at Kankakee in 1871, the only 
place in which I have seen it, tho Gray puts it down as a common western form. 168 
Pinweeds are the subject of an April 30, 1885, postal: 
• Fedia radiata = Valerianella radiata (a kind of corn salad). 
r "Gav. Creek" io the text is the result of the editor misreadiog "Gar Creek." 
t F. Umbilicata = Valerianella umbilicata (a kind of corn salad). E.J. Hill's identification of 
these two species of corn salad along the Kankakee River might not be supported by current concepts of 
the genus. Swiok and Wilhelm asserted, "The genus Valerianella is extremely troublesome taxonomic­
ally" io Plants of the Chicago Region. 289 The reader is referred to their work for entry ioto the topic 
of classification and identification of the region's corn salads. 
, Adlumia cirrhosa = A. fungosa (climbiog fumitory). 
§ Comptonia Asplenifolia = C. peregrina (sweetfem). 
.. Fimbristylis capillaris = Bulbostylis capillaris (hair sedge). 
tt Lycopus Europaeus = L. americanus (common water horehound). 
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The L. Thymifolia, Mich.• is quite abundant in our barrens. I always find L. 
minor t growing among the low bushes, the var. stricta I in open ground, usually 
by the borders of woods, or open sand ridges. They are perfectly distinct in habit. 
. . . One of my gatherings at Kankakee Mr. Leggett pronounced L. Tenuifolia, 
Michx. ~ ... It is a low spreading form with pretty large capsules. 16' 
1874: Field, Cover, and Trap Shooting 
The author of this book, Adam H. Bogardus, was America's champion competitive wing­
shot in the 1870s. Captain Bogardus honed his skill as a professional market hunter in 
central Illinois. One day he went turkey hunting at Oliver's Grove near Chatsworth. Then 
he and his companion walked to the nearest railroad station, in the southern part of the Kan­
kakee River Area. They shot prairie-chickens along the way: 
On our way back to Onarga across country we had to walk fourteen miles. There 
were many buckwheat-stubble patches along the prairie in our way, and we took 
them on our road to walk up the grouse. We did not diverge to the right or left to 
follow those which went away, but, keeping right ahead, got about twenty brace 
by the time we reached Onarga. 64 
1874: Forty Years Ago! 
George Woodruff was one of the first white residents of Joliet. During the winter of 
1873-74, he gave two public lectures about the history the area. In one of his talks, he 
recalled the fate of the first town to be named Kankakee: 
But there was also another famous city ... of which a little Dutchman, Johnny 
Beard, was the proprietor. Johnny thought this was to be "one very great city." 
He made a splendid looking one on paper, with the great Kankakee coming down 
from the east, and the Des Plaine and Du Page united from the north, the"city of 
Kankakee" reposing in native beauty at the junction. . .. He built a dam across 
the Des Plaine, a little above its junction with the Kankakee, (which forms the 
Illinois), and commenced building a mill. But the next spring the Kankakee, which 
drains a great extent of country far to the east in Indiana, got on a rampage long 
before the Des Plaine, which rises much farther in the north, and coming down 
with its great volume of water and ice, dammed up the Des Plaines-turned its 
• L. Thymifolia = Lechea minor (small pinweed). 
t L. minor = Lechea minor (small pinweed). 
I L. minor var. stricta =Lechea stricta (bushy pinweed). 
~ L. Tenuifolia = Lechea tenuifolia (narrow-leaved pinweed). 
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current northward, and sent Johnny Beard's dam, city, milland all, a kiting up to 
Treat's Island, • where it deposited the fragments. This was the last we heard of 
"Kankakee city" t .... 321 
Another town named Kankakee City was later established many miles up the Kankakee 
River. This new town flourished and eventually was renamed Kankakee. 
Mr. Woodruffs recollection of another town along the Kankakee is more favorable: 
There is one name which ought to have honorable mention in a history of Will 
county. Peter Stewart was born in Scotland .... He ... purchased land near 
... Wilmington, and removed his family there in 1836. .., He laid out an addi­
tion to Wilmington on Forked Creek, and I believe built a saw mill thereon, and 
erected a fine mansion on the bluff overlooking that stream and the broad and 
beautiful Kankakee, into which it empties at this point. Wilmington had early 
attracted attention as a most desirable locality, on account of its water-power 
and the beautiful country by which it is surrounded. 321 
A "circle hunt" is the subject of one of George Woodruffs reminiscences. Recalling one 
splendid day more than four decades earlier, he told his audience, 
Suppose now, for variety, we take a "wolf hunt." This was one of the recreations 
of "Forty Years Ago," combining with it utility: for, in the early days, wolves 
were very numerous, and very destructive to sheep and poultry. So much of an 
object was it to get rid of them, that the state or county paid a bounty on each one 
killed. "Wolf scalps" thus became "legal tender." Besides the ordinary way of 
killing them by traps and poison, wolf hunts used to be organized. I attended one 
in the fall of 1842. By pre-concerted arrangement, on an appointed day, at an 
early hour, the settlers living all around the area which was to be hunted over­
well mounted-formed a circle, the diameter of which was from twenty to thirty 
miles, and the centre near "Twelve Mile Grove." j Each settlement formed that 
part of the line nearest to it, and stretching out, sparsely at first, each person riding 
over a considerable space to insure a thorough traverse of the ground, gradually 
worked toward the centre, scaring up any wolves or deer that might be found 
lurking in the sloughs. No one was allowed to fire, the sole aim being to turn 
• Treat's Island is about eight miles up the Des Plaines River from its jIDlction with the 
Kankakee. 
t The 1907 history of Will COIDlty says of "Kankakee Town" at thejuuction of the Kankakee 
and Des Plaines, "Sixty years ago it had some pretentions for a town, and boasted of several good 
dwellings. A large school house, a hotel, and a town hall." 284 
j Twelve-Mile Grove was along Forked Creek. Wilton Center is in what remains of the grove. 
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everything toward the centre, and thorougWy to canvas the territory. The shoot­
ing was to be done by chosen marksmen when the cordon had been drawn so close 
as to prevent an escape. Such was the "modus operandi" of a wolf hunt. 
I know of but few things which are so truly exhilerating, so full of physical enjoy­
ment, as a ride on horseback-if the health be vigorous, the day fine, and the horse 
spirited and easy. The excitement of the animal spirits, both of the horse and the 
rider, seems to create so strong a sympathy between them as almost to realize the 
old fable of the "Centaur." All these circumstances combined to make our first 
experience of a wolf hunt thorougWy enjoyable, at least at the outset. It was one 
of those beautiful days of the early November, to which the name of "Indian Sum­
mer" has been given-when the sun, mellowed by that peculiar smokey haze which 
then obtains, vouchsafes his blandest smiles. Summer seems to have come back to 
bid the earth one more good bye, and to linger, as if unwilling to go and leave the 
scenes she had warmed and beautified, to the cold embrace of winter. The woods 
have exchanged their summer greenness for their garniture of crimson and gold­
and the Blue Gentian, last of all the beauteous sisterhood of flowers, remains to 
grace the parting, and enlivens the otherwise sere and colorless prairie. It is a 
luxury to breathe the pure, crisp air, of the early morning, and to scour over the 
billowy prairie, still unvexed by the plow and unimpeded by fences-for the culti­
vation is still confined to the edges of the prairie near the timber, and once beyond 
this narrow limit, we may go wherewe will. We pity those who have stayed at 
home in the dull and sleepy village. We fancy ourselves Bryant's "Hunter of the 
Prairies," and shout as we course over the ground­
"Aye, this is freedom! these pure skies 
Were never stained with village smoke, 
The fragrant wind that 0'er them flies 
Is breathed from wastes by plow unbroke!" 
On, on we go, inhaling health and pleasure; the bounding pulse, the heaving lungs, 
and glowing skin, joyfully responding to nature's bracing tonic. We scare up now 
and then a graceful deer, or a sneaking wolf, from their lair in the sloughs, and 
grouse and quails at every step. But what is that pretty little black and white 
animal on yonder ridge? ... A fierce dog is already on his track. . .. It looks 
like a cat, but it cannot be-a cat would never venture so far from home; or, is it a 
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rabbit; yes, it must be . . .. We put spurs to our good horse and press on, when­
whew! Shade of Lubin! what is that? Odors from Araby! Balm of a thousand 
flowers! Sweet south wind over a bank of violets! The dog beats a hasty retreat, 
and we follow with hand on nose as fast as our good horse can go. We waste no 
more sympathy on pretty little black and white animals, on the prairie. . .. Not 
until we have got a good distance to the windward, do we philosophically admire 
that compensating provision of nature which furnishes every animal with some 
means of defense! 
Well, about three 0'clock the circle has become sufficiently contracted. Most of 
the area can now be seen. A halt is ordered, and the chosen marksmen step into 
the area and commence the work of destruction. We do not care to witness this. 
For the wolves we have no great sympathy-but it is not a pleasant sight to us to 
see a pretty deer fall before the rifle of the hunter, and when one breaks through 
the cordon and makes his escape we wish him god-speed. 321 
1875: "Examination for a Route for a Canal from Lake Michigan 
to the Wabash River, Indiana" 
G.L. Gillespie, an officer in the U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers, conducted extensive surveys 
in the Kankakee River valley during 1875. He investigated five possible routes for a canal 
to link Lake Michigan and the Wabash River. Colonel Gillespie's report emphasizes the 
potential for draining the Grand Kankakee Marsh in conjunction with building a canal across 
the Kankakee valley: 
Between Lake Michigan and the Wabash River is found the Kankakee River .... 
The head of navigation for small boats is at Momence. Above that point to its 
headwaters the stream may be defined as a marsh, through which the water passes 
with a sluggish current. 
. . . The Kankakee at its headwaters has no defined banks; in fact, it is but a 
continuous marsh, varying in width from 7 to 16 miles, with scarcely a fall of 5 
inches to the mile. .,. It is believed that the one great object of the call for this 
survey was to direct the attention of the General Government to these waste-lands, 
and thereby not only render them accessible by means of a commercial canal, but 
also redeem them by the drainage attending the construction of such a canal. 
... A great deal has been done already by private parties draining the Kankakee 
Valley, and the good results of such a work have been very apparent. Small lateral 
canals or ditches have been dug on both margins of the river, and sufficient falls 
have been gotten to create a perceptible flow of water, by which the area so cov­
ered has been freed from the surface-water and the ground rendered useful for 
agricultural purposes. 128 
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Gillespie quoted his assistant, Mr. Coker: 
In 1870 and 1871 the Kankakee Valley Draining Company was organized, made 
surveys, adopted a plan of drainage, and proceeded to make .assessments on lands 
to be improved by the scheme. 
While the non-residents, who were in the majority in point of area to be reclaimed, 
were in favor of the project, the actual residents who are mostly an illiterate class, 
commenced open war, which was not checked until they obtained an injunction, 
and finally a decision of the supreme court of the State in their favor .... Now, 
as to a plan of drainage, it is very simple, and the only question that can arise is the 
size of the proposed straightened channel. I would recommend that for such dis­
tance as the canal may pass through these lands, it be made practically straight, and 
120 feet wide, and deep enough to give 4 feet of water at lowest stage. This 
would take about 6 feet excavation on the average. Such a channel would form 
the main artery for drainage of about 5,000 acres of land per mile. 
The drainage of these lands would make them the greatest hay-producing section 
of the country, and the quality would be improved as the drainage became more 
perfect. This would naturally build up a trade which might be unpretentious in the 
beginning, but would promise good results in the future. 128 
1875: Benjamin F. Place 
Benjamin Place was an assiduous practitioner and unflagging advocate of efforts to convert 
the Grand Kankakee Marsh to farmland. He provided the following testimony to the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers: 
In reply to your favor, I will say that there is much of the land in the Kankakee 
Valley that, when made dry, will rate among the best lands in the State for all 
spring crops. This is demonstrated by the few past dry seasons, where many of 
the lands have been cultivated to com, oats, buckwheat, potatoes, &c., and large 
crops raised. The only question to be solved, then, is, can these lands be made 
practically dry? From my own observation and experience I am convinced that 
most or all of it in the line of the proposed canal can be made dry enough for most 
of the spring crops, much of it dry enough for wheat, and all dry enough for grass, 
and this at an expense of from $3 to $6 per acre, and grass only at a much less 
expense than this. When properly ditched it can be plowed and put, I would say, 
first crop to buckwheat, and raise from 15 to 20 bushels per acre, and two such 
crops can be raised by means of Wishwitz pulverizer with the one breaking. This 
will thoroughly subdue the sod, when it can be sown to the tame grasses or culti­
vated to the usual farm-crop. Some farmers have been successful in raising sod­
com on first breaking by planting with an ax, or to drop the com beneath the 
furrow. Indeed I have seen good crops of this kind, yielding 40 bushels per acre, 
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and have heard of much larger quantity being raised. I have reclaimed much of the 
marsh-land that was formerly as marshy as any of it, and is now practically dry and 
rated among our best lands, and yearly produces good crops. I have secured the 
fall by beginning at the river and cutting deep lateral and collateral ditches, from 3 
to 4 feet deep, which generally goes to the substratum or sand and permits the 
water to rise in the ditches, which, if the water is .higher in the marshes than bot­
tom of ditch, will boil up with considerable force in places and run off to the river. 
Thus it will continue to do until below a level of the bottom of the ditch. If an 
ordinary stage ofwater, I find I have sufficient fall, and I think much of the land 
would have on either side of the river. This fall I think could be secured by 
straightening the river and cutting a channel sufficiently large to permit the water 
to flow readily. The numerous bends in the river serve as so many dams, and 
cause the water to set back and rise, which is not at its highest until several days 
after a hard rain, and when once up requires many days to run down. 216 
1875: Joseph A. Stephan 
Father Joseph Stephan prepared the following letter for the Corps of Engineers: 
When chief engineer of the Kankakee Valley Draining Company, I traveled exten­
sively through the Kankakee Valley to make observations, from South Bend to the 
Indiana and Illinois State-line, taking notes and acquiring a general specific knowl­
edge of the run of the valley and stream. I found the Kankakee River in its pres­
ent state from the beginning, in Saint Joseph County, to the Illinois State-line, with 
its meanderings, 242 miles in length, while the actual straight line is only 72 
miles. • The fallon straight line would average 13 inches per mile. The valley is a 
very flat marsh, from 7 to 16 miles wide. The prevailing character of the soil is 
black muck, intermixed with loam, white sand, gravel, peat, and some clay in few 
places. In many localities iron-ore is found. The line of the canal being centrally 
located in the Kankakee marshes as to heights and distances, would most effectu­
ally drain them and reclaim over a million acres of land. There are now over 6,000 
acres of land, worth, if drained, $10 per acre, belonging to the United States, 
which is shown on the Government maps as 'English Lake' when the Kankakee 
Valley was sectionized, but in fact extends 5 miles from the now English Lake. 
What drainage does and what benefits may be derived therefrom may be seen at 
the farm of Messrs. P. & R. Hunchson, in section 15, township 33 north, range 4 
west, Dewey Township, La Porte County. Where water formerly stood the year 
round, and people in derision called it 'the water township,' grows now, since 
partial drainage, corn of an astonishing quality and quantity. In the year 1873 I 
measured an acre carefully, and found 105 bushels to the acre, equal to 70 bushels 
• The straight-line distance from the source of the Kankakee River to the point where the river 
crosses the state line is 72 miles. The distance between these two points following the gentle curves of 
the valley is 85 miles. 
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of shelled corn to the acre. Similar results were obtained on the farm of Isaac 
Drum, in section IS, township 32 north, range 5 west, in Jasper County. All these 
vast marshes would, by the construction of this canal, be equally improved, and 
consequently the State of Indiana and the United States be very materially bene­
fited in four to six fold revenues. The millions of tons of hay now annually going 
to waste would thus be saved, two crops of which would pay the entire cost of 
construction. 283 
Father Stephan originated two oft-repeated statistics about the Indiana segment of the old 
Kankakee: a 247-mile channel, and 2,000 bends. 
1878: The History of Will County 
The general overview of Will County in this volume is by George Woodruff. In his discus­
sion of the county's natural resources and environment, the Honorable Mr. Woodruffwrote, 
The county is largely prairie. . .. In the early settlement of the county, and of the 
Northwest generally, the settlers were very careful to select locations adjacent to 
some grove, and to secure a timber lot was deemed indispensable to settlement. It 
was then supposed that the prairie land two or three miles from timber would be 
always open to the range of cattle. The prairie is generally of the kind called high 
or rolling, and many of the low portions were called "sloughs," as they contained 
water except in the dry season. There is however, very little of actual swamp land 
... in the county, and at present scarcely an acre that is not inclosed. The system 
of drainage by tiles is coming largely into use, which is making the "sloughs" the 
most valuable portions of the land. 
The county is well watered, except in the eastern townships, which are the highest 
part of the county. '" the Du Page, the Des Planes and the Kankakee afford 
good water-powers, which have been more or less improved. . .. In the extreme 
eastern part of the county in the town of Washington (Township 33, Range IS), 
there is a small lake or pond called Eagle Lake, covering perhaps, a half quarter 
of land, and surrounded by a considerable tract of marsh. . .. The county ... , 
especially along the water-courses, abounds in springs of good water. 322 
Mr. Woodruff characterized Horse Creek (which joins the Kankakee River at Custer Park) 
and other small creeks in Will County as "considerable streams in times of high water, 
sometimes becoming impassable where not bridged," but which "in dry seasons become mere 
brooks or dry up altogether." Regarding the larger streams, he wrote that they "abound in 
fish of the kinds known in common language as pike, buffalo, red horse, bass, sunfish, etc., 
etc." Furthermore, 
In the times of Indian occupation they were favorite resorts of the natives for 
fishing and trapping, and abounded in muskrats, mink, otter, beaver, etc., some of 
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which still remain for the delectation of amateur trappers. . .. The various kinds 
of water-fowl are still abundant and furnish "sport" for those whose hearts and 
consciences will allow them ruthlessly to take the life of God's beautiful creatures. 
The prairies also abound in the native hens and quails, the destruction of which has 
been restrained by game laws. In the early settlement of the county, deer were 
very abundant and an occasional one is seen still, but they have mostly gone with 
the Indian. Prairie wolves were also very abundant in the early day, and a source 
of much vexation and damage, and are not yet extinct. Buffaloes, no doubt, once 
roamed in vast herds over Will County, but had disappeared before settlement. 
The timber which filled the native groves and bordered the streams consisted of 
the various varieties of oak, black walnut, hickory, elm, hard and soft maple, 
button-wood· and iron-wood. t Of these and others there was a large and vigor­
ous growth of fine trees on the first settlement of the county, most of which in a 
few years fell before the ax of the settler for the purpose of building log houses, 
rail fences, fire-wood, etc., and, as soon as saw-mills were built, for lumber. 
There were also numerous groves of the wild crab-apple, the fruit of which was 
tolerable for sauce, when we could get nothing better, and when in blossom the 
trees were a sight which cannot be excelled in beauty. Wild plums were also abun­
dant and good, and wild grapes festooned the trees and furnished a fruit which 
was fair in quality and made good wine. 
· .. Peat has been found in small patches in the eastern part of the county, but 
there are no extensive beds. 322 
Chapters about each township in The History ofWill County were prepared by W.H. Perrin 
and H.H. Hill. Their chapter about Wilmington Township states, 
The Kankakee River at this place is one of the finest streams in the State or in the 
whole West. The water, pure and clear, flows over a solid limestone bed, and this, 
with a rapid descent, tends to purify the stream and the air, and render the sur­
rounding country healthy in an eminent degree. 
· .. The surface is gently undulating, and is covered in the vicinity of the river with 
timber. Some of the timber along the bank is of a good quality and heavy growth, 
but at a distance from the stream it consists of small and seemingly stunted oak, 
unfit for much else than railroad ties and firewood. The township is crossed from 
southeast to northwest by the Kankakee, one of the most beautiful streams of 
water to be found in the State. The descent through this section, though not so 
rapid as to require a broken and barren district fOfits bed, as is the case with many 
• Button-wood = Platanus occidentalis (sycamore). 
t Iron-wood is most likely Ostrya virginiana (hop hornbeam)-although the name might also 
include Carpinus caroliniana (American hornbeam, musclewood, or blue beech). 
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streams affording water-power, has sufficient fall and sufficient volume of water 
to run more than a hundred mills. . .. In the southwestern part appear the crop­
pings of the great Wilmington coal-fields. The land in the neighborhood of the 
coal deposits is of an inferior quality. The soil is quite thin, and the subsoil, being 
of a kind of quicksand, renders successful cultivation rather uncertain. 
. . . The improvement of the river in some of its features dates back many years. 
In 1835-36, an act was passed by the Legislature of the State, authorizing the 
Illinois & Michigan Canal. ... the Canal ... was completed in 1848.... When 
the Canal was ready for use, it was found that at the lower end there was a lack of 
water, and that an extra feeder was necessary for its supply. It was therefore 
decided to construct a dam across the Kankakee at a point which, allowing for 
sufficient fall, would meet the extra demand. The dam was built at a point in the 
Kankakee River, near the center of Wilmington Township. 
From this point a canal was constructed, on the north bank of the river, crossing 
the Des Planes River by aqueduct near the northwest comer of the township. The 
dam alluded to created slack water to the city of Wilmington, and below the dam, 
to the mouth of the river, it was already navigable. . .. The original design was to 
extend the line of dams and locks to the Indiana line, to tap the bog-iron fields, 
and to construct a canal to the Braidwood coal fields, thus not only bringing the 
two materials in contact, but also making a water outlet for the vast fuel 
product. 211 
In 1836 Thomas Cox laid out the town ofWilmington and built a water-powered sawmill on 
the river. He soon added a "com-cracker" mill to his sawmill, and later built a grist mill and 
wool carding machine "near where Whitten's flour mill now stands." • 211 
Perrin and Hill's discussion of Reed Township notes, 
The land, for the most part, is a level plain or prairie. In some portions, more 
especially in the southern, it is covered with timber of a small growth. In this 
portion the surface is more broken, but cannot be considered hilly. '" Good 
water abounds at a depth of from twenty to forty feet. The land is of a poor 
quality for agricultural purposes, the soil being quite thin, with a species of 
quicksand underlying. 211 
Jackson Township: "It was not an uncommon thing to see from fifty to one hundred deer 
in a single drove. Turkeys; wolves and other game were so plenty as to make them almost 
a nuisance." 211 
• The 1883 "History of Kankakee County" notes, "The first milling was done in Wilmington, 
at Tommy Cox's mill, made of a pair of buhrs that he had constructed at his saw mill." 207 
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Florence Township: "It is watered by Prairie Creek ... and by Forked Creek and its 
branches. . .. These furnish excellent stock water to the farms lying adjacent." 211 
Wesley Township: "The land in the north and east parts of the township is first-class, being 
of rich, deep soil . . . . The south and west portions are broken by sand ridges, and these 
are, in a measure, barren." 211 
Custer Township: 
The woods swarmed with deer, turkeys and other game; and the hunter could, in 
one day, bring down enough to last his family for weeks. The skins of the deer 
and coon, and the scalps of wolves brought a small revenue' . . .. The river 
teemed with fish, and these could be caught at all seasons of the year. 211 
Peotone Township: 
There are no native groves of timber; but on many of the older farms are to be 
seen fine little groves of soft maple, elm and poplar, planted by the early settlers. 
· .. For some years, hay has been a reliable crop, and a large amount of both 
timothy and the native prairie hay has been cut and shipped. 211 
Manhattan Township: 
· .. in 1849, there was not ... a rod of fence in the town, t but a little in Five­
Mile Grove *.... Aside from that little bunch of timber, it was an unbroken 
prairie, well set in tall, waving grass, overtopped with wildflowers, and presenting 
a picture of beauty equal to the most extravagant ideas of the Western prairies to 
be obtained from the New York Ledger and kindred publications. . .. It is 
• A bOWlty was paid for the scalps of coyotes (prairie wolves) and gray wolves. The Past and 
Present of Will County explains the motivation: 
One of the very first acts of the legislature of the state, after its formation in 1818, was to 
place a bOWlty of one dollar upon every wolf's scalp taken or killed in the state. The ravages 
of these animals upon the poultry, sheep and pigs of the settlers was quite a loss each year, and 
the bOWlty was given as an incentive to the hWlter to kill all wolves that carne within reach of 
his rifle. 284 
t That is, in Manhattan Township. 
I Five-Mile Grove was in the headwaters of Jackson Creek, about two miles north of the 
Kankakee River Area. 
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irrigated by Jackson and Mud Creeks: two small brooklets that usually go dry in 
the summer season, but sometimes in long "rainy spells" get on the rampage and 
become rather boisterous streams. 211 
Washington Township: 
It is watered by the small stream which drains Eagle Lake, which also furnishes 
stock water for the northeastern, central and southwestern parts. Eagle Lake, 
formerly much larger than at present, covers an area of a quarter of Section 7 and 
the swamp adjacent, nearly all of this and Section 18. Before the work of draining 
the lake was begun, hundreds of bushels of cranberries were annually produced 
and gathered here, but now this industry is destroyed. 211 
Wilton Township: 
Of all the interesting little nooks in Will County, Twelve-Mile Grove is, without 
doubt, the most romantic. . .. The little grove is said to have been one of the 
finest tracts of timber in Northern Illinois, and was full of deer, wild turkeys and 
other game, at the time of the earliest settlement by the whites. The fine little 
stream, a branch of Forked Creek, dividing the township diagonally into two 
almost exactly equal parts, flows over a rocky bed, along which the grove on 
either side, lies. 
· .. In 1837, three families ... settled at the grove. These were Franklin 
Chamberlin, Oliver Chamberlin and James Adams. 
· .. At the time ... there were ... wolves in great numbers. Geese, chickens, 
sheep and pigs were their favorite repast; and it was almost impossible to protect 
them from the voracity of their natural enemy.... The younger Chamberlain was 
a skillful hunter of the wolf, killing from twenty to forty every Fall. For these, he 
received for the scalps $1 each, and for the pelts, 50 cents. t ... now, a wolf, 
should one be captured in the county, would be counted as a curiosity. 211 
George Woodruff provided further information about the big grove in Wilton Township: 
Twelve-Mile Grove ... attracted some squatters at an early day. . .. it was origi­
nally an Indian Reservation consisting of two sections of land ... and is generally 
known as the "Se-natch-wine Reservation." One section was reserved to Joseph 
• Jackson Creek is a tributary of the Des Plaines River. Mud Creek was another name for 
Prairie Creek, which is tributary to the Kankakee River. 
t The Past and Present of Will County repeats this account of Oliver Chamberlain's wolf­
hunting prowess, but says that he killed "from twenty-five to fifty each fall and winter." 284 
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Laughton, an Indian who seems to have borrowed a whiteman's name, and the 
other to Se-natch-e-wine, which is commonly corrupted to Snatchwine.. ,. We 
find that his name occurs often in the Indian history of this region. We find it also 
in the treaties of 1815-16 with Pottawatomies, spelled Sou-nou-che-wome.• 322 
1879: "Examination of the Kankakee River, Illinois and Indiana" 
In February of 1879 the following resolution was adopted by the U.S. House of Represen­
tatives: "Resolved, That the Secretary ofWar be requested to report to the House the result 
of the survey by the engineer of the United States Army of the Kankakee River, in the States 
of Illinois and Indiana, together with the estimates of the cost of the improvement of said 
river." I'. In response to this request from Congress, the Corps ofEngineers reported on an 
investigation that had been completed in 1878 under the direction of Jared A. Smith. Major 
Smith's report reads in part, 
During a period of extreme low-water, from the 19th to the 22d of September 
last, through the courtesy of citizens of Momence and Kankakee, Illinois, a small 
flat-bottomed steamer was obtained at Momence for the purpose of making a 
reconnaissance of the river above that place. The steamer had a stem wheel, and I 
give its dimensions from memory as about 75 feet long overall, 13 feet wide, and a 
draught of water not exceeding I Y, feet. A considerable party of citizens accom­
panied me up the river a distance of about 120 miles to a crossing known as 
Baum's bridge, r ... where the low roadway and absence of a draw prevented any 
further progress. The only obstacle worth a mention seen during the entire 
distance was a tree which had fallen into the channel in such a manner as to catch 
several snags, and thus form a barrier. A single ax soon made an opening, and the 
steamer passed on from that point to Baum's bridge, a distance of 15 miles, after 
it was so dark that the channel of the river could only be seen by throwing with 
reflectors a strong light upon the water ahead and the adjacent banks. Notwith­
standing this, and the fact that not a man on board had ever before been over that 
portion of the river and none of the party were boatmen, but simply citizens inter­
ested in showing the character of the river, no interruption occurred in the entire 
15 miles. 
• In the field notes of the U.S. Public Land Survey, the name is given as Senajawini. 302 On 
the Public Land Survey's township plat, the name is Ce-na-ge-wine. 303 The other reservation holder is 
identified on the township plat as Joseph Laughton, son of Wais-kee-shaw. 303 
r Baum's Bridge is ahnost due south of Valparaiso. The distance by water from Momence to 
Baum's Bridge was approximately 55 miles when Major Smith took his steamboat ride, before the 
length of the channel was reduced by ditching to about 33 miles. Smith's stated distance of 120 miles 
is frequently cited in subsequent Corps of Engineers reports and in other documents. 
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The river is very crooked, and the worst obstacles at present are the numerous 
sharp bends where snags generally add to the other difficulties of passing. 
These bends can be straightened at a comparatively small expense sufficiently to 
make boating easy and safe without diminishing the length of the river enough to 
add materially to its declivity and rapidity of flow. 
The current has a velocity, as nearly as the means at hand enabled me to judge, of 
about IYz miles per hour, and is sensibly uniform. There are no ripples or falls, 
and the only places where the velocity of flow is increased are where small bars, 
snags, or diminished width contract the cross-section. 
The water is very clear, so that the fish swimming about as the steamer passes, as 
well as minute objects on the bottom in a depth of 5 feet, can be seen distinctly. 
The greater portion of the distance of 120 miles which I thus went over had a 
depth of 5 or more feet, and I found no case where it was less than 2 feet deep in 
the channel, and but very few as small as 3 feet. 
Above the State line the river has a fall which is practically uniform for nearly 250 
miles, the average fall being a trifle less than 4 inches to the mile. From the 
vicinity of the State line to Momence the fall of the water-surface is somewhat 
greater. 
· . . The marshy lands bordering the Kankakee in Indiana are being rapidly 
reclaimed, and during the past season I have seen fine crops of com and other 
produce where 10 years ago I am credibly informed a man could scarcely wade 
through the swamp. 
· .. The rocky bed of the river at and near Momence has been considered a great 
obstacle to the drainage of the lands in Indiana. The fact that the fall above this 
place for several miles is considerably greater than the average, with a study of the 
general character of the river, leads me to believe that its removal would accom­
plish little or nothing for the drainage of lands so far above, while it could hardly 
fail to increase the expense of making that portion navigable. 
· .. Besides the examinations before mentioned, a small party in skiffs completed 
the examination. The river above Baum's bridge has a more crooked channel than 
the part I have described. 
· .. The system to be pursued in these improvements would have in view simply a 
deepening, and, to a small extent, straightening the channel. To deepen the chan­
nel will require: 1st. The removal of snags. 2d. The removal of bars. These will 
disappear to a considerable extent by the removal of snags around which they have 
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formed. Those then remaining can be readily cut away by increasing the velocity 
of the current, through the agency ofwing-dams and similar expedients. There 
being no perceptible amount of earthy matter held in suspension by the water at 
any stage, little or no difficulty need be anticipated in the removal of all bars with­
out the formation of new ones. 3d. The unification of the channel. In many 
places portions of the water leave the main river through sloughs or bayous, and in 
some places islands divide the channel. These evils can be readily remedied by the 
use of cheaply-constructed works of piles and brush. 
In straightening the bends two cases will arise: 
1st. Where a large bow exists, forming a peninsula with a narrow neck, it may be 
found desirable to shorten the channel by cutting across the neck of land. . .. In 
most cases the distance from side to side is very short, and a single cut of a dredge 
would be all the opening required for the water to perfect the work. 
2nd. '" In some places the action of the water is constantly cutting the banks, 
and besides otherwise injuring the channel is adding to its supply of snags. Any 
system of improvement looking to permanence should check this cutting by a 
proper protection of the exposed banks. 271 
1879: History of Vermilion County 
Almost all of the Kankakee River Area in Vermilion County is encompassed by Butler 
Township, which is in the northwest comer of the county. In his History of Vermilion 
County, Hiram Beckwith mused about Butler Township, 
The land was originally entirely prairie, and, although embracing some of the finest 
land in the county, did not come into cultivation till 1855, and as late as 1872 
broad strips of its rich prairie had not been vexed with the plow; indeed, as late as 
this present writing some of the beautiful high rolling prairie along the line separat­
ing towns 23 and 22 • is yet in prairie-grass, and scores of the farms south and 
southeast of Rankin are guiltless of either fence or hedge to mark their boundary 
lines. 43 
Mr. Beckwith portrayed the wildlife at the south edge of the Kankakee valley by relating the 
reminiscences of Mr. C. McCune, who moved to the prairie near present-day Rankin in 
1857: 
McCune says that as late as 1857 he has seen here on this prairie as many as 
twenty deer at a time, and at one time he saw on section 7 fifty-four in one lot 
• The line between Township 23 North and Township 22 North forms the north boundary of 
Butler Township and Vermilion County. 
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going in a northwesterly direction, and wolves were as thick as rabbits. As late as 
1858, of a flock of sheep, which had got away from a man living north of here, 
eighty were killed in a single night. Badgers were also plenty. They were as large 
as a dog and stronger, with a thick neck, and too strong for any dog to master. 
Rattlesnakes were so plenty that on a single farm a hundred were killed in a single 
season. It is a wonder that more people were not killed by them. Dogs that were 
bitten by them seemed to know how to cure themselves. Prairie mud was a very 
certain cure. They were really a dangerous neighbor, yet the children went bare­
footed to school or hunting strawberries as now. They seem as adverse to civiliza­
tion as any of their wild neighbors, and as the prairie-grass was killed out by being 
plowed and cultivated they disappeared. The last seen of them here was about 
1870. It is doubted whether any survived the shriek of the locomotive or the high 
taxes of modem civilization. We used to have squirrels here, red and gray, not 
unlike those in the timber but smaller, and with shorter tails. • Prairie chickens 
were of course very plenty, and the reverberating "boom" of their matins, ushering 
in an October morning, will never be forgotten by the old settlers, and probably 
never heard in its fullness by the new. Sand-hill cranes were very numerous, as 
they nested here in the ponds on this divide, and, if undisturbed, would make 
havoc of the com in the spring, taking two rows at a time, as clean as any man 
could root it up, and in the fall would congregate in great numbers if not driven 
away. 43 
1879: Iroquois Old Settlers' Reunion 
Pioneers gathered with their families and friends beside the Iroquois River at the village of 
Iroquois in the summer of 1879. Over a period ofthree days, old-timers reminisced about 
early life in the valley. 
Foster Moore settled near Iroquois in 1831. In his address to the crowd of seven or eight 
thousand, Mr. Moore recalled, 
I have helped to bridge the Kankakee river with hay. When the ice was not suffi­
ciently strong to bear us we would throw hay on it and run the water over it and 
let it freeze, and in that way make a bridge.... We now have beautiful farms 
where once all was ponds and lakes. I have traversed the Kankakee river from its 
source to where it ends; I have visited Beaver lake and caught fish where com is 
now growing. 
• The fox squirrel (Sciurus niger) is often called the red squirrel. The fox squirrel is the 
largest species of tree squirrel in Illinois. Mr. McCune described a different kind of red squirrel, the 
diminutive squirrel species of the North Woods, Tamiasciurus hudsonicus. This small red squirrel is 
regularly found in Illinois only in the Kankakee-Iroquois valley, where it is commonly known as the 
pine squirrel. 
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· .. I was ... living about five miles from the county seat of this county' and the 
water was very high; about a mile and a half north of my house was Sugar creek, 
and the water was backed up over the bridge. . . . At another time there. was a 
lawyer ... who came through there, and his horse was drowned, and the old law­
yer was the next thing to it. The next day they fished his papers out of the 
creek. 115 
In the fall of 1830, Micajah Stanley drove a wagon with a big team ofoxen from Milford to 
pick up some goods in Chicago: "We crossed the Kankakee river above Momence, where 
Robert Hill formerly kept hotel. The river was bank full, and we had to ride on the middle 
cattle and drive the head ones. The water ran into our wagon boxes." 115 
Thomas Barker, one of the first white men to settle at Beaver Lake, addressed the assembly: 
It is now forty-eight years since I came into these grand prairies. . .. '" As I 
rode out on my wagon, ... I thought I had never beheld a country so attractive to 
the eye. It was covered with the most delightful blossoms as far as one could see; 
the husbandman had not disturbed them, and they were allowed to grow in their 
native purity. Everywhere we beheld the works of God in nature. You could 
travel for forty miles in any direction without meeting a person or finding a dwell­
ing house. You could see the deer whipping out of the groves and the red men 
riding over the prairies. . .. I have been in France and in Germany, but I was 
raised in England; but I have never seen anything in those countries that equaled 
the beauty of this western prairie. It is true there were bad creeks and sloughs and 
no bridges, but we did not need many bridges. The people living along the Iro­
quois were courageous and did not fear wading streams any more than did Long 
John t when he pulled his horse out of Sugar creek. 
· .. I have seen men forty and fifty miles below here hauling flour and pork to 
Chicago, and when they got stuck in the Beaver sloughs ~ they would manage to 
pull out again; it seemed to make no difference to them. . .. I do not know a 
man-no, not one-that came to this country in that day and used any kind of 
industry, but made a good living, a good farm and had plenty. This proved that 
the land had something more to offer than flowers. There was something in the 
soil that a man could see. 
· .. when I came here I thought I had found the prettiest country I had ever 
seen .... 
• By the time of Foster Moore's speech, the seat of justice was at Watseka. 
t "Long John" Wentworth represented this district in the U.S. Congress. He gave the keynote 
speech at this old settlers' rewrion. 
~ The Beaver Sloughs were along the course of Beaver Creek, downstream from Beaver Lake. 
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· .. We had plenty of venison and fish, and most of the time plenty of pork and 
beef. We had a good soil and all we had to do was to work it. I thought this 
country was the garden spot of the world, and I still think so. 
· .. We had as fine a preacher as ever was. '" He would say, "I am going to 
preach next Sabbath, if it is not a good coon day." Now, you may think he was 
a coon-hunter; that was not the case, but he knew if it was a good coon day his 
congregation would be tolerably slim. 
· .. There are those here today who remember, when they settled on the river, how 
thick those mammoth trees were; the poplar, • oak, walnut, were growing in the 
thickest clusters, but they too have passed away. The husbandman's ax has felled 
a great many of them, and some of them have died, but there is a younger growth 
coming up to take their places. 115 
Hiram Vennum came to the "Iroquois Country" in 1834. "It was a new country then," Mr. 
Vennum recalled: 
I hauled pork to Chicago and sold it for one dollar a hundred t . . .. . .. We used 
to drive a good many hogs to Chicago. I have waded the Kankakee river, some 
five or six times, when the slush and ice were running. I have crossed those 
sloughs until ten 0'clock in the night before I stopped. You may think you could 
not do that, but you could if you had to. 115 
Judge S.R. Moore concluded his remarks by telling the crowd, 
If you will go to the Kankakee river you will fmd what is called Grape Island 
there, and you will find a quality of grapes that cannot be found anywhere else on 
the American continent. They sprang undoubtedly from seeds dropped there over 
two hundred years ago, and took root and grew, and hundreds of people go there 
and gather grapes in the proper season. 115 
1880: History ofIroquois County 
The general history and physical description of Iroquois County in this volume were pre­
pared by E.S. Ricker. In his introduction, Mr. Ricker informs the reader, 
Originally, Iroquois county was well wooded, and much valuable timber grew on 
the borders of the streams; but the woodman's ax with thoughtless care and 
• In this instance, "poplar" probably refers to Populus deltoides (eastern cottonwood). 
t Live hogs sold for a penny per pound. 
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speculative industry long ago thinned it out and consigned the choice growth to 
the uses of improvement far and near. 
· .. The principal streams are the Iroquois river, Sugar, Mud, Fountain, Spring, 
Prairie, Langham, Pike and Beaver creeks. The chief feeders to these, which have 
recognized names, are Rush, Coon and Pigeon branches; Miller's, or the west 
branch of Spring creek; Shave Tail, or Jefferson; and the Ashkum and Gilman 
ditches. These streams are generally sluggish and turbid. The Iroquois river, from 
Sugar Island Gust over the county line) to its mouth, is shallow and rocky. Along 
this whole distance silurian limestone abounds; but above the island the tide is deep 
and slack, and navigable for flatboats nearly to the state line. Fish are tolerably 
abundant in the river and larger creeks, but less so than a few years ago. Artificial 
obstructions interfere with their running. The most common kinds found are pike, 
catfish, bass, suckers, dogfish, • red-horse, some buffalo and a few eel. The 
River, Sugar, Mud, Spring, Langham and Beaver creeks are skirted by consid­
erable timber belts. Some of the others have woodlands near their mouths, and a 
few spontaneous groves in the vicinity of watercourses are seen. Planted ones are 
becoming numerous and meet the eye in every direction. The choicest part of the 
natural timber has been cut and sent to market. In some places the land has been 
entirely cleared to improve it for pasture, as well as to feed the saw-mills. The 
most common varieties of timber are red, white and burr oak, black walnut, butter­
nut, ironwood, t wild cherry, swamp beech, t ash, sugar maple, soft maple, 
hickory, elm and honey locust. Crab apple and plum bushes abound in certain 
localities. 
· .. The artesian water found in this region is an interesting feature of the geologi­
cal formation of this part of the country. Wells are obtained at a depth varying 
from twenty-five to 150 feet.... Until 1854 none but surface wells were made. 
These customarily failed in the summer season, and the deprivation suffered was 
always serious, especially as cattle had to drink from stagnant pools, and, swallow­
ing leeches, were attacked with what people called "bloody murrain," a disease 
which popularly covers a multitude of disorders. 223 
In 1830 Ben Butterfield trekked across the Kankakee River Area from his farm near Danville 
to choose a new homesite near Lockport. During the following April he went back to Ver­
milion County for his stock: 
• Dogfish = ? bowfin. 
t The identity of ironwood is discussed in a footnote ou page 135. 
t The identity of swamp beech is not clear. American beech (Fagus grandifolia) is not known 
to be native to Iroquois County. Perhaps Mr. Ricker was referring to American hornbeam or muscle­
wood (Carpinus caroliniana), which is sometimes called water beech or blue beech. 
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. ..... 
That part of the lllinois River above the Desplames is called the J(atikakee, which is a 
corruption oElts original Jndianname.. St. Cosme, .•. in 1699, .;.refersto has the 
The-a-li-ke .... Father Marest, in •.. 1712, ... says ofthelliinoisRiver:"We .. . . 
transported all there was in the canoe toward the soUrce oftheJllinois (Indian), Which· . 
:iii:~~;~
 
..... ~Inan;portmadeto the lateGovemorNinianEdwards,in.1812,~yJOlm~YS, ..... 
... interpreierand CoureurdeBois of the routes, rivers and Indian Villages in the then .. •.. 
~~t~nI~~2'~r:~:~~I~~~;d~~:~;i~~:;;:eih:~:~r:ablY. 
. .Pottawatoniiename ofthe Kankakee is Ky-an-ke-a-kee,meiuririg "the riverofthe· . 
·wonderl'uIorbeautifuI land,· .as it really is, westward ofthe marshes.. "A.kee/' .... 
. "Ah~ke" and "Aki:'in the Algonquin dialect; signifies earth orland. . . 
. . .. Hiram Beckwith's :'HistoricNoteson the ~orthwest" (1880)~ 44.·. . 
At Bourbonnais Grove he was advised by an old Indian that, as the Iroquois river 
"was a fool river that did not know enough to go down when it was once up," to 
go around it till he struck Spring creek, then to follow it until he could find a 
crossing.• 22.' 
In May of 1832 white families on Sugar Creek panicked at news of an Indian uprising, the 
beginning of the Black Hawk War. The pioneers headed east to the relative safety of settle­
ments on the Wabash River. At the outset one woman suggested that the group of 50 
should wait in a plum thicket until morning, but instead they hurried through the night. Their 
progress was slowed because "the sloughs were full ofwater, the ground wet, and the grass 
tall and tangled." 223 The families fled across Milford Township. During the rout one 
mother and child "nearly perished before they could be rescued from a sink-hole filled with 
water into which they had fallen." 45 
Iroquois County has a number of extinct towns-more than enough to confound efforts to 
pinpoint the location of past occurrences and early portrayals. E.S. Ricker provided some 
background about "paper towns" that were platted but never developed: 
• Streams in the region were exceptionally high in the spring of 1831 because of runoff from 
an extraordinarily deep accumulation of snow. Armstead Runyon drove swine along the same route as 
Mr. Butterfield during this spring, and he was delayed for six weeks by high water (page 410). 
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In 1836 the people lost their heads in the rage for speculation.... Paper towns 
were platted upon eligible sites, and the proprietors confidently wrote up immense 
fortunes. . .. Iroquois county did not escape a certain development of this lunacy. 
· .. During the year eight towns were laid out, and in the following spring one 
other. Two of these-Concord and Milford-had a prospect for settlement; for 
the latter, and perhaps the former, was actually begun. Plato, Savanna, Middle­
port, Point Pleasant and Iroquois City were laid out in season to receive the golden 
egg. '" Savanna was situated about two miles north of Milford, on the state 
road, "in the heart of a fine, rich country," and (as the term 'savanna' imports) "on 
beautiful, gently rolling, dry and rich prairie," so we are informed by the certificate 
attached to the plat by one of the owners, Hugh Newell. 223 
Ten years later, there was a big push to improve navigation on the Kankakee and Iroquois 
Rivers: 
In 1846 Micajah Stanley went to the legislature from this county. The navigation 
of the Kankakee and Iroquois rivers had excited much interest .. " .. , Mr. 
Stanley brought forward a bill chartering "The Kankakee and Iroquois Navigation 
and Manufacturing Company," which was passed and approved February 15, 
1847, granting this corporation full control of the improvement of the two rivers 
for navigation. . .. . .. Fifty thousand dollars were raised by stock subscriptions 
and expended on a dam and lock at Wilmington, which was swept away by high 
water the next spring after it was completed. '" The company made the Kanka­
kee navigable by slack-water to Wilmington, connecting that city with the Illinois 
and Michigan canal. ... Again, in the summer of 1862, fresh interest was aroused 
in the project. . .. . .. A.B. Condit ... was a practical engineer. . . . It is stated 
· .. that he explained, by diagrams and otherwise, the practicability, at a very small 
cost, of making the rivers navigable at the driest season of the year, by slack­
water, not only up to Middleport, • but to Rensselaer, Indiana, by making a 
reservoir of Beaver lake. He further advocated the feasibility of a navigable 
eastern outlet by way of the Pinkamink t and a seven-mile canal over a flat surface 
to the head of the Monon, and down that stream and the Tippecanoe river into the 
Wabash and Erie canal. But ... the absorbing and gigantic demands of the war 
· .. caused this local enterprise to be forgotten. 223 
In 1852 the Swamp Land Act was a center of attention: 
• The site of Middleport has become part of Watseka. 
t ill the 1800s the Iroquois River was sometimes known as the Pinkamink or Pickamink River. 
By the late 1800s the name Pinkamink was usually reserved for the upper reaches of the Iroquois River 
east of Reusselaer. These headwaters border the Monou Creek drainage, which is part of the Wabash 
River system. By digging a canal between the Pinkamink and the Monon, the waters of the Kankakee 
and the Wabash could have been joined for commercial navigation. 
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It will be necessary now to go back and trace up the history of the swamp land 
grant. By the provisions of an act of congress approved September 28, 1850, 
entitled"An act to enable the state of Arkansas and other states to reclaim the 
swamp lands within their limits," all the swamp and overflowed lands in the several 
states, unfit for cultivation at the date of the act, were granted to the states respec­
tively. Every legal subdivision of land, the greater part of which was "wet and 
unfit for cultivation," was to be considered of this class. The reader's attention is 
invited to the condition upon which the cession was made, ... viz: "That the 
proceeds of said lands, whether from sale or by direct appropriation in kind, 
should be applied exclusively, as far as necessary, to the purpose of reclaiming 
said lands by means of the levees and drains aforesaid." 
· .. At the December term of the county court in 1852 the surveying and selecting 
of the swamp lands was let .. " '" some of the work was done in the spring of 
the year, a season when it was not difficult to find swamp lands, and without any 
excuse at all some of the finest pieces were thus condemned, and so the result was 
that much was designated as swamp land which was not of that description. 
· .. There have been patented to the state, of swamp and overflowed lands, 
(about) 63,580 acres; and the number concerning which proofs are on file in the 
general land office, showing the character of the lands entered with cash and land 
warrants, and which are unadjusted, is 32,000, making a total of this class of lands 
in Iroquois county of 95,580 acres. 223 
The History of Iroquois County has extensive accounts of each township. First, from the 
chapter about Milford Township, we learn ... 
The first mill for grinding was constructed by William Pickerel. It was certainly a 
unique affair, consisting of two "hard-heads" • dressed in a circular form .... 
· .. The machine could be worked by two or four men. . .. Pickerel next built a 
horse-mill .. " ... The horse-mill was followed by a water-mill, built about 
1835. '" The dam was built somewhat above the present one t .... To this was 
added a frame saw-mill. In 1837, Pickerel sold out ... to Maj. John B. Strickler. 
The first dam failing, Mr. Strickler built another farther up the stream and cut a 
race to the mill. The property next passed into the hands of Jacob Wagner, who at 
once proceeded to build a new saw and grist-mill a few rods below the old one. 
· .. In 1852 the property passed into possession of William Clement and Aaron 
Thomas, who rebuilt the saw-mill and constructed the present dam. These owners 
remained in possession until 1859, when they sold to Barnabas Brown, who after­
ward built the mill now standing. 
• Hard-heads are igneous and metamorphic boulders that have been deposited by glaciers. 
t These dams and mills were on the Iroquois River. 
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· .. Broad belts of timber, consisting of white, burr and black oak, walnut, 
hickory, elm, ash, sassafras, and hard and soft maple, originally existed along all 
the streams; sometimes spreading into wide reaches, extending into the prairie for 
considerable distances. The timber covered more than one-fourth of the area of 
the township, but at least one-half of the original quantity has been removed. 4S 
Sheldon Township: 
Owing to the lay of the land, effectual drainage, that essential feature necessary 
for the more successful cultivation of the prairie, is easily secured. . .. There are 
no continuous water-courses, the nearest approach being Lister's branch .... 
· .. The southern portion of the township is ... drained to the Iroquois by those 
streams bearing the umomantic titles of Coon creek and Possum Trot run .... 
Both are slough or drain streams, existing only during the wet seasons, and disap­
pear during the dry. 4S 
Concord Township: 
The township is well watered by the Iroquois river, which flows through it, enter­
ing near the middle of the eastern side, and leaving near the southwest corner. 
Throughout the entire distance there is a heavy growth of timber, which extends 
for a mile or more on either side of the river, and comprises fully two-fifths of the 
total area of the township, and affords an abundant supply of wood for fencing, 
fuel and building purposes. 
· .. The first settlements here, as indeed all over the prairie country, were made 
in or very near the timber tracts. It was not dreamed that the broad expanse of 
country, destitute of trees, could ever be fit for aught else than for a range for 
stock. 4S 
Douglas Township: 
Spring creek runs across the southeastern corner of the township, having on it a 
fine growth of timber. The surface of the land is generally level, with sufficient 
fall for good drainage. Early in its history the township suffered greatly rainy 
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years in consequence of surface water, but the system of drainage which has been 
more recently perfected offers sufficient exit for the water in any ordinary year. 45 
Artesia Township: 
The only early settlements in this township were along the belt of timber which 
skirts the creek.... Grand Prairie was grand then. '" As late as 1872 and 1873, 
the prairies ofIroquois county were the feeding grounds of herds which came in 
here from La Salle county. For several years thousands of cattle were driven in 
from the more populous counties northwest of here in the spring and returned in 
the fall. 45 
Loda Township became home for Alexander Henry in 1843. One of his cows strayed and 
was killed by wolves. Mr. Henry went out in search of the cow, and "he had the satisfaction 
of killing three of the fellows which were feasting on his carcass." 45 
Danforth Township: 
During the war this entire country was an immense hay-field. With here and there 
a small tilled field, all these acres were cut over, and the hay was sent forward into 
the valleys of the Mississippi, the Tennessee, and the Cumberland, to help put 
down the rebellion. 
. . . Ambrose Moriarty ... engaged in farming and was very successful. ... In 
1876 he moved to Danforth township, and bought the north half of section 
seven. . . . When purchased the land was raw prairie, and like the most of the 
land in this township was low and marshy, necessitating a large amount of ditching 
before there was any certainty of raising a crop. 45 
Ashkum Township: 
In 1857 Mr. William M. Ross, a Scotchman by birth, ... purchased section 30 
(range 14), one mile west of Ashkum station, with a view of making it his country 
home .... '" He afterward, in 1867, added to it by the purchase of section 30 
(range 11), lying just west of the former, and erected buildings, provided a beauti­
ful deer park, • and here he used to bring his friends, entertaining them with gener­
ous munificence. Hunting was rare sport in those days, and with hound and gun 
the days of their stay here were busily filled in loyal remembrance of and duplicat­
ing the gorgeous sports of the Scotch braves. From the Iroquois to the Mazon r 
the wild stretch was unobstructed, and game was "plentier than blackberries." 
• A deer park is a fenced enclosure with captive deer. 
r The Mazoll River valley borders the Kankakee valley 011 the west. 
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· .. Then these prairies seemed only made for sport; now nearly every acre is 
under cultivation .... Lord Dufferin, governor-general of the dominion of 
Canada, during his tour through the United States, made a pleasant visit to the 
Ross Farm, and received its hospitality. 45 
Chebanse Township: 
Mr. Ostrander built the mill at
 
Sugar Island' in 1848. It was a
 
saw-mill then. Three years later
 
he sold to Webster, who put in a
 
run of stone. A new dam, three
 
feet higher than the old one, was
 
put in in 1876, and the mill was
 
rebuilt. Dohl and Earps now
 
run it.
 
· .. In 1863 E.W. Warren com­
menced the hay business. The 
demands of the war were such 
that these vast prairies along the 
Central railroad, which offered such good facilities for transportation, were cut 
off each year. There was no end for the demand down in Dixie, and there was 
seemingly no end to the supply, except the lack of help to get it cut, stacked and 
pressed.... When the rebellion subsided in 1865, great rows of stacks, together 
with the presses and barns along the line, were burned. It has continued to be a 
considerable business until 1876, since which time the market price has been so 
low that the trade has been nearly abandoned. 45 
The Butterfield Trace passed through Chebanse Township on its way to Chicago, roughly 
following the present alignment of the Illinois Central Railroad and Interstate 57. For about 
20 years, beginning in the early 1830s, it was "the greatest hog and cattle route in the state." 
In driving through here the hogs sometimes became lost, and away from civiliza­
tion soon reverted to their ancient wild habits; and for protection against man and 
wolves, their only enemies, and especially to guard their young, would select an 
impregnable position,-an island in a swampy place, where they were compara­
tively safe. It seemed strange, at first thought, that they should select such places 
on the prairie instead of in the timber, but it seems that they knew best. In these 
places they would live for years, until a severe winter would kill them off. No 
wolf could approach the young pigs while protected by a cordon of ferocious old 
chaps, with tusks long enough to appear almost like horns. The most exciting 
• One of the earliest white settlements on the Iroquois River was at Sugar Island (Figure 2). 
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hunting in these parts was for these wild hogs. "The danger's self was lure alone." 
Mrican jungles could hardly be, so far as the excitement and danger of the experi­
ment was concerned, more alive to real high-toned sport than were the prairie 
morasses along Butterfield trace. 45 
Milks Grove Township: 
Its name was derived from the small grove of about 300 acres in sections 23 and 
26 of town 29, and which was one of those singular, lone bodies of timber, away 
from others, not upon any running water, which put the theories of those who 
explain the phenomena of timber growths to a severe test. There is at this grove a 
small lake, and these circumstances made it an available place for early cattle oper­
ations. . .. At that time the grove was known as "Hickory Grove." ... Sheep 
was the principal line of husbandry, at first. . .. The principal care of sheep in 
those days, when range was boundless, was to protect them from wolves and from 
the various diseases which they were liable to. Against the former, constant 
watching by day was necessary. They call it herding now; but in those days boys 
had to "watch sheep." By night they were shut in high rail-pens, ten or twelve rails 
high, made so that a wolf could not get through it. 
· .. In 1850 Col. Howard proposed to Mr. Milk to buyout half of his interest at 
the Grove. 
· .. In the spring of 1851 Milk came here solitary and alone. . .. . .. in April, 
with the soil thorougWy soaked with the continued rains of that season, Mr. 
Milk struck out into the unknown wild ... through the barrens to find Pilot 
Grove. . . . • His horse sank under him in the quicksands. . . . He had to 
dismount and pull his horse out of the sands. Arriving finally, ... he ... was 
thoroughly satisfied with his investments. The grove and lake were about what 
he had expected: but the beauty of the hill and valley landscape off to the north 
and west, the grand stretch of plain off to the south, for miles, the miles of gently 
rolling prairie, extending east to the Iroquois, twelve miles away, just growing 
green under the warm April showers, were beyond the power of immediate 
comprehension. 
Certainly, in a state of nature, man could not have found in all this vast prairie 
region a more beautiful or alluring location than this. . .. . .. With the first break 
of day the grand "boom" of the prairie fowls, which now has so nearly passed 
• Lemuel Milk's journey took him south and west from the vicinity of Kankakee. The sandy 
barrens that he crossed were in Limestone Township, on the south side of the Kankakee River and west 
of Kankakee. Pilot Grove was in Pilot Township, which adjoins Limestone Township On the south­
west. His destination, which was later named Milk's Grove (in Milks Grove Township), was immedi­
ately south of Pilot Township. 
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away that many of the residents in Illinois have never heard it, and in all probability 
never will, resounded in all directions. No writer was ever known to describe it, 
and the present one does not propose to try it. It was not like any other sound or 
reverberation in nature or in civilization: a continued "boom," kept up for an hour 
or more,-musical without being melodious, and grand without being exciting. 
· .. Wolves were the great pest of this time. . .. Lawrence Myron, who was then 
in the employ of Mr. Milk, was returning late one evening. Mistaking the scatter­
ing timber along Langham creek for the grove, he made for it just in time to be 
surrounded by a pack of hungry fellows. . .. . .. he escaped without a scratch. 
For several years after Mr. Milk came here, sheep were the principal stock, but 
soon cattle became his largest interest. ... The grove supplied timber enough for 
fencing and fuel .... 
· .. When the war began, Mr. Milk was in good shape to realize the good prices 
which the war caused. 
· .. In 1870 he commenced a system of draining the flat lands lying south from the 
grove, and has followed it up very effectively. 45 
Iroquois Township: "Few of the farms have been overrun by noxious weeds ...." 45 
Pigeon Grove Township received its name from a big roost of passenger pigeons: 
The grove had, at one time, been the place for roosting of innumerable swarms of 
pigeons. These "roosts" were great curiosities when visited at night. The birds 
would pile upon the trees until they would break down by the weight of the mass, 
and all during the night keep up such a flutter that at a little distance it sounded 
like thunder. Persons would come into the place at night and kill thousands of 
them with poles, and carry them off by wagonfuls. It could hardly be called sport. 
Stephen Cissna resided here for a number ofyears, grazirig and feeding cattle. There 
was no end to the range for cattle, and he usually handled 600 or 700 head. 45 
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Lovejoy Township: 
Like its sister, Prairie Green, • it was treeless in its wild state, save, perhaps, the 
"Lone Tree," t which is still standing near the big spring on the farm of M.C. 
Dawson. ~ 
· .. The "Red Pump" was the first building erected in the township. . .. A well 
was dug, and into it was inserted a log pump,-one of the old-fashioned kind,­
which was painted red .... 
The "red pump" was a great institution in its day, and its day compasses several 
years. Long processions of teams and herds of cattle were daily watered here 
when the ponds and sloughs were dry, as they nearly always were at the season of 
the year when it was practicable to go to Chicago with teams. The well never 
failed, and the old pump faltered not for many years. 4S 
Prairie Green Township: 
A quarter of a century ago the people who lived along the belts of timber, and the 
few pioneers who were brave enough to squat out on the prairie, thought that 
these prairie townships would never be completely settled. Deer were then numer­
ous. The early settlers need never be out of venison. Wolves were numerous, and 
the few settlers who lived here then, would often mount a horse bareback, and 
indulge in the invigorating sport of chasing a wolf or running down a deer. 
· .. Breaking sod in those days was a good business for the favored few who 
owned breaking-teams and a "breaker." The breaker was a large plow, cutting a 
furrow from twenty inches to two feet, designed for five or six yoke of oxen. ' 
The beam was mounted on trucks; the depth was regulated by a lever, and as the 
wheels in front held the plow in position it required no holding; but considerable 
skill in driving was necessary when starting the first furrow, often a half mile or 
more in length. The season for breaking began as soon as the grass had got a 
good start in the spring, and did not end until near the first of July. . .. The teams 
were allowed to feed on the natural grasses they were plowing under at morning, 
noon and night, commonly being "corralled" after dark to prevent straying. No 
one at this time had any idea that prairie sod could be plowed with horses. This 
was one reason why the prairies did not settle more rapidly at first. As soon as it 
was discovered that two or three horses, with a ten or twelve-inch plow, could 
• Prairie Green Township lies east of Lovejoy Township. 
t Iroquois County had another "Lone Tree," in Ridgeland Township (page ISS). 
~ The book has another mention of these two landmarks: "the 'Big Spring' and the 'Lone 
Tree,' a famous 'watering place' for the red-skins more than a half century ago." 45 
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turn nearly as much sod as an ox team, the prairie was soon dotted with little 
shanties or neat cottages, and the era of real improvement set in. 
From the organization of the township there has been a law restraining stock from 
running at large. This was quite an inducement to the poor settler to start a home 
in this township. He could take care of his own stock with but little expense; to 
fence against his neighbors' was very expensive. 
· .. No creek nor river traverses this township. . .. Good water for stock and 
household purposes is easily obtained by digging and boring from twenty to sixty 
feet. 45 
Crescent Township: 
It was originally entirely prairie land, except something less than two acres near the 
center of its eastern boundary, and from this reason had no early settlers upon it. 
· .. "Shave Tail" is the wide slough extending from just north of Woodworth, in a 
northwesterly direction toward Spring creek, and becomes Jefferson's Branch 
after it becomes a stream of dignity enough to be called by that name. . .. The 
upper end is a broad lake during the wet season, and afforded good trapping 
grounds for those in quest of musk-rats. 
· .. During high water it was practically impossible to cross Shave Tail, and many 
a ducking resulted from attempts to ford it. In 1869 the terrible rains put half of 
this country under water so much of the time that but very little was raised. 45 
Ridgeland Township: 
This township was originally all prairie, there being but one tree standing in it. 
· .. Numerous artesian springs are found in the western part of the town' .... 
· .. For several years past, crops have failed in consequence of excessive moisture, 
the surface being too level to permit of a ready natural disposal of the surplus 
water. 
· .. Mention has been made of the only tree that, about 1860, stood in the town­
ship. This tree was known as the "Lone Tree," and was at that time a conspicuous 
object. It stands on Mr. Kenoche's farm, near the bank of a branch of Spring 
creek, and is now surrounded by quite a large grove of native trees. 45 
Fountain Creek Township was wide-open prairie ... 
• The History ofIroquois County frequently refers to civil townships as "towns." 
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· .. which had a dread to those passing over, either in the storms of winter or the 
terrible dangers of summer fires. '" there was no timber in this township, except 
the scattering belt along Fountain creek, on the northern line of the town. . .. the 
small branches of Mud creek ... are fed by numerous springs, which make its 
water sufficient for stock purposes at almost all times of the year. 
· .. John Leemon, a native of the north ofIreiand, came into the country in 1857, 
and lived near the Hoopes farm nine years, after which he bought 520 acres in 
sections 27 and 34, where he now resides. . .. The wild desert waste which 
stretched from Hoopes' farm to Loda was unbroken by anything which could be 
called civilization. The Manns, down in Vermilion county, with the traits of true 
Britons, used to come up into John's neighborhood ... to hunt. They brought a 
pack of eighteen hounds for the purpose, and "wae worth the deer" that they got 
track of. Mter game got scarce down on the North Fork, John Mann never felt 
more at 'orne than when coursing through this region with some of his English 
visitors on track of deer. 
· .. Among the "game" which was notoriously numerous here at times in the early 
days were the pesky green-head flies.• Mr. Leemon says that at certain seasons 
they were so troublesome that ordinary farm-work had to be abandoned in the 
daytime. Many horses could not endure the torment of these troublesome pests. 
He has frequently done fall plowing by moonlight, that his teams might be pro­
tected from the annoyance. 45 
Stockland Township: 
This township was formerly called Crab Apple, from a large grove of trees situ­
ated in the eastern part, and which at that time constituted the greatest continuous 
extent of timber in it, its estimated area being 70 acres. This grove was largely 
composed of crab-apple trees .... 
· .. As late as 1850 not more than a dozen families had settled in Stockland. 
· .. The entire country, at this time, was what is called "raw prairie." What timber 
there was growing was known as "openings," t and was principally along Sugar 
creek. Game of all kinds abounded, and could be readily seen and followed on 
horseback in any direction. 
· .. in the timbered tracts may be found droves of hogs feeding upon the plentiful 
mast .... 
• Green-head flies are in the family Tabanidae, which includes horse flies and deer flies. 
t Areas with widely separated oak trees were commonly known as oak openings. 
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· .. The first school-house built in the town of Stockland was a log building, 
erected in 1850 ... , and situated on the south side of Sugar creek, in the edge 
of the timber, and from this circumstance was called "Brush College." 
· .. The only considerable stream is Sugar creek. . .. The entire course of the 
creek is extremely irregular, flowing at times toward nearly every point of the 
compass.... Numerous springs are ... found on either side of the creek. As a 
rule the banks of the creek are nowhere abrupt or broken, but, on the contrary, 
are gently sloping and easily reached at almost every point in its course. 
· .. The township is exceedingly well watered. Nowhere is waterdifficult of 
access,-hence the facility with which the great numbers of cattle and hogs are 
maintained. 
· .. A dry fork called Coon creek crosses the northern end of the township, 
running from the east side in a northwesterly direction. The bed of this creek is 
usually dry during the latter part of summer and fall. 45 
The chapter about Stockland Township discusses boulders that were strewn across the prai­
rie on the north side of Coon Creek. Rocks were scarce south of the stream: 
Where these rocks came from, or why found where they are, are interesting ques­
tions, but by no means easily answered; the fact remains, however, that there they 
are; they are utilized as foundations for farm buildings. They are found in great 
abundance in the north part of section 2. 45 
Martinton Township: 
Originally nearly one-third of its surface was covered with timber. Along its west­
ern portion the timber along the river, extending about two miles back from the 
stream and along Pike creek, was heavy, and was drawn on for fencing, building 
and fuel, as it still is. 45 
Beaver Township: 
Nearly the entire township was originally prairie. The Beaver creek, here an 
inconsiderable stream, dry a greater portion of the year, had a narrow belt of oak 
timber along its northern bank half way across the town, and Bean Grove, near its 
southwestern corner, extended over into this town a little. 
· .. Before this portion of the country was settled up, John White used to keep a 
large herd of cattle on the prairies here. His practice was to gather up three- and­
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four-year-olds; stall-feed them all winter, and then bring them out here when the 
grass was well up in the spring, and grass-feed till "fly time." • 
· .. M.G. Potter ... came here in 1853 .... 
· .. Mr. Potter commenced raising cattle, and for several years followed raising 
winter wheat, which at first did very well, but soon had to be abandoned, though 
late years it has been fairly successful again. Great flocks of cranes used to come 
down on the growing crops and almost destroy them at times. 45 
Papineau Township: 
Joseph Delude came here about 1850, and built a log cabin on the bank of the 
creek. He was deluded with the notion that the Beaver would make a very valu­
able water privilege. He dammed the creek and built a saw-mill on it. It was one 
of those old-fashioned gate saws, that go up in the spring and come down with the 
fall freshets. He soon damned the stream and mill both, with a slight variation in 
the spelling and accent, and sold out .... 45 
Ash Grove Township: 
The soil is a dark, rich loam. . . . Upon the whole, it is excellent for farming and 
grazing purposes, save some portions which are a little "swampy" . . . . Yet at 
certain seasons of the year, it is said, these are the happiest spots in the town, for 
all summer long the merry grasshopper waltzes to the grand chorus of the cheerful 
frogs. But fortunately nearly all can be well drained, which is being done .... 
· .. Many different statements are made as to how the town received its name; 
some claiming that an Indian chief occupied the timber (lining Mud creek ... ) in 
an early day, by the name of Ash Grove, who gave the place his own name. 
Others claim it was on account of the abundance of ash in the timber; but this is 
certainly a mistake, as but very little of this kind of timber remains, while the early 
settlers testify almost to a person the scarcity of this wood. Mr. Harvey, a most 
trustworthy gentleman, ... is authority for the statement that in the early history 
of eastern Illinois, when many were settling farther west on the banks of the 
"Father of Waters," a large ash tree had been blown down by the place where all 
emigrants always stopped over night in the timber on the bank of the creek. This 
tree lay here for many years, until the fires which had been built against it had 
burned it in two, when it became known as Ash grove t ...• 45 
• "Fly time" was the season when animals were terribly tormented by biting flies. 
t The sesquicentennial history of Iroquois County says, "The name Ash Grove was chosen 
because'of a real big old ash tree that had fallen across the creek. There were no other ash trees any 
where in the grove and the peculiarity of this tree being where it was prodnced the name Ash Grove." 109 
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M.H. Messer' contributed the chapter about Onarga Township in the History ofIroquois 
County: 
Spring creek enters the town by three branches. . .. . .. When the first settlers 
came there was a fine body of timber along the stream. 
· .. Long before the white man traversed the wilds of Grand Prairie, the Indians 
hunted the deer, the elk and buffalo on its grassy plains, fished in the streams 
flowing through it, and had their camps and villages on their banks. Their trails 
leading from point to point on the streams, and from grove to grove, were com­
mon and well defined. The one from the mouth of Sugar creek to Kickapoo 
(Oliver's) Grove, t crossed the creek in section 12, then along the north side of the 
timber over the site of D.K. Thomas' dwelling to the round grove, thence near the 
northwest comer of S.H. Harper's farm, then south of the beaver swamp to the 
highest ridge in the village of Onarga, thence west on the highest land to the north­
west quarter of section 19, where it left the county and continued to the grove. 
G.S. Hubbard was over this route as early as 1822, and he says at that time it was 
nearly abandoned by the Indians. . .. The Indian camping grounds were desig­
nated by the remains of their wigwams and the bluegrass growing at the places. 
There were several of them. The lone tree in Sec. 28, T. 26, R. 10 E: ~ was a 
great resort in certain seasons; the numerous springs near by made that neighbor­
hood a place for deer and elk to come for water. Here at an early day there were 
several acres well set in bluegrass, and July 4,1839, Samuel Harper and T.M. 
Pangborn, with their sickles, cut several bundles of it for the seed. At Del Rey 
was a sugar camp ~ used by them in 1834, and several wigwams were there in 
good condition when the first settlers came on the creek. . .. . .. On the sand 
ridge where the trail passed over blocks 19 and 20, of the village of Onarga, was 
the only camping ground out of the timber. 
· .. The Butterfield trail, the second great thoroughfare through the county, over 
which all the early settlers on Upper Spring creek came, crossed at the gap on Sec. 
13, T. 25, N. ofR. 10 E., turned abruptly north, toward Philip Reed's dwelling, 
then straight to the west side of the big bog at John Lehigh's, along its west bor­
der, where the road now is, crossed one branch of the creek at H. Lyons', the 
• Mr. Messer was a key worker in projects to drain the l";ld around Onarga: "A pioneer 
surveyor, an enthusiast in his profession, he at last succumbed to disease brought on by exposure 
incident to the arduous work in which he was long engaged." 12 
t Oliver's Grove, the site of a Kickapoo town, was near Chatsworth. 
~ This lone tree was west of Onarga Township, in Ridgeland Township (page 155). 
~ A sugar camp is where maple sap is processed into sugar. 
159 
other near Boswell's house, then to the point of timber' a quarter of a mile further 
north, then northeast on the north part ofB.F. Lindsey's farm to E. Doolittle's 
south dwelling, to S.H. Harper's, (the road past his house is the old trail) then 
through C.S. Pangborn's farm, and to the big slough about a mile west of the 
creek, on the Toledo, Peoria & Warsaw railroad, then to a point a half mile east of 
the Barden Farm, in Sec. 24, T. 27, R. 14 W., where it turned north. Ben Butter­
field looked out this route from Lockport to Danville in April, 1831 . . . . Prior to 
Butterfield making this trail, and as early as 1829, Enoch Van VickIe, of Vermilion 
county, came to this neighborhood hunting bees; t the early settlers of that county 
often came for that purpose. Samuel Copeland, of Blount township, same county, 
informed E.S. Ricker, in 1879, that Solomon Kooder was on Spring creek in the 
fall of 1832, hunting bees, and discovered a vast quantity of them, most all 
through the timber; the ground was covered with acorns, and wild artichokes I 
grew in great abundance along the skirt of the prairie. Kooder reported the fact to 
his neighbors. Samuel Copeland, Evart Van VickIe, his two sons, Enoch and 
Benjamin, David Reeiz, William Rees, William Wright and Lewis Swisher, immedi­
ately drove 300 hogs to this creek to fatten. . .. Some of the owners came fre­
quently to look after their property, and when fattened, they drove them away. 
There were a few left, and for the three succeeding years the same men hunted 
their winter pork in this timber. . .. they were common property for all the set­
tlers. In 1826 Hubbard brought hogs to his farm at Bunkum; ~ some of them soon 
became wild and stocked the timber along the streams, and doubtless they strayed 
to Spring creek. As early as 1829 wild hogs were found near Pigeon Grove. 
The first settler in the present limits of the town, or anywhere along the creek, was 
Jesse Amos.... Early in the spring of 1834 he moved his family ... and made a 
claim on the S.W. Yo of Sec. 36, T. 26 N. ofR. 10 E. § Their first habitation was 
made by the Indians. . .. the east end was open, and faced a large burr-oak log, 
against which Mrs. Amos built the fire and did the cooking. Tom Lindsey and 
John Miller pointed out to the writer this log, on the 24th of March, 1880. 
· .. The second settler, John Miller, was born in West Virginia, February 12, 1801. 
He ... arrived with his family in Covington, Indiana, where they stopped till the 
spring of 1834. In May of that year they ... arrived at Amos' on the 17th. 
· .. Liking the location, Miller ... at once built a shelter about fourteen feet 
• A finger of woodland extending into a prairie was customarily called a "point." 
t That is, hWlting for honey in bee hives. 
I Wild artichoke =? Helianthus tuberosus (Jerusalem artichoke). 
~ The settlement in the neighborhood of present-day Iroquois was called Bunkmn. 
§ This site is north of Del Rey. 
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square, of thin puncheons split from lynn' and walnut, fastened to poles. . .. On 
Miller's land there was a wigwam in good condition; his horses fled to it for 
shelter from the green-head flies. Near it was an oak log under the side of which 
the Indians had hid their brass kettles. 
. . . For the first fifteen years the settlers found abundance of game in the timber 
and on the prairie. Deer had to be herded from the cornfield, and they were often 
found feeding among the cattle. Venison was always on their tables. Wild fowl, 
ducks, geese, brants t and prairie chickens were too plenty to be profitable. Wild 
hogs for some years furnished pork, and for a few years a stray flock of turkeys 
could be found. At the same time the land was almost overrun with snakes. 
Often, in closing a land of a few acres plowing, I the last day's work was fraught 
with danger to man and beast from the numerous rattlesnakes, driven, day by day, 
to the center. They were so plenty that the sturdy oxen would become almost 
unmanageable. It was not uncommon for a man, in a month's breaking sod, to kill 
a hundred or more of these poisonous reptiles. In early spring the more harmless 
snakes would come from their winter quarters in great numbers, and in a sudden 
chill they would gather in masses as large as a bushel basket and remain for the 
warm rays of the sun to give them more life. T. Lindsey attacked such a mass 
with an ax, and demolished a large number of them. 192 
After an extensive search in 1834, a party of West Virginians chose to settle along Spring 
Creek near Del Rey, "finding the timber better than elsewhere." The next spring, "the young 
folks had made about a half-barrel of maple sugar." 192 
C.F. McNeill prepared this history of Middleport and Belmont Townships: 
The Iroquois river enters the town of Middleport from the east . . .. Sugar creek 
enters the town of Belmont from the south. . .. There are broad belts, principally 
of oak timber, along these streams, and the northern part of the town of Middle­
port is interspersed with groves. . .. pure water ... can be obtained through 
artesian wells anywhere in these towns. 
The first white settlers of this locality found the timber and groves clear of under­
growth, set with grass and presenting a park-like appearance. The prairies and 
timber abounded in game, and the streams were well stocked with fish. 
• Lynn = Tilia americana (eastern basswood). 
t As the name "brant" was used here, it referred to geese other than Canada geese-but not the 
small goose species that is now commonly known as the brant. 
I To "close a land" is to finish plowing a piece of ground, usually a part of a field. 
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· .. There are about 140 artesian wells within the corporate limits of Watseka, and 
about 120 of these are flowing wells.•... Having this large number of artesian 
wells makes Watseka the best watered country place in the state and remarkably 
healthful .... 
· .. George West, farmer, Watseka, was born in Champaign county, Ohio .... 
· .. In May, 1848, he located at Texas, t Iroquois county, and purchased the old 
Courtright mill .... In 1855 and 1856 he built a new mill ... employing, on an 
average, twenty-seven men to operate the mill. The mill had four run of burrs 
and three run of saws. Here they were thriving, but the Indiana drainage law so 
stopped the flow of water that they had to quit business. 191 
1880: "Memorial for the Improvement of the Kankakee 
and Iroquois Rivers" 
A citizens' committee assembled in Kankakee "to gather the statistics showing the impor­
tance and necessity of improving the Kankakee and Iroquois Rivers." Among the group's 
findings ... 
The Kankakee River is simply the eastern extension of the Illinois River .... 
· .. Through Illinois the river has high banks, with the lands sloping back on both 
sides, and the farms are cultivated down to the water's edge. The Iroquois River 
forms a junction at Waldron, 4 miles east of Kankakee City. The Iroquois extends 
southeastward through Kankakee and Iroquois County, into Benton County, Ind., 
and in its natural condition is navigable for small boats propelled by steam from 
the county line for a considerable distance into the State of Indiana. 
The rapids at Sugar Island and at the Day ford in Kankakee County will have to be 
improved to make navigation at this point easy for a distance of 75 miles, and give 
the people of Iroquois County, Ill., and Benton County, Ind., water communica­
tions with the markets of the world. 
Through the State of Illinois the Kankakee and Iroquois rivers have a rock bottom 
and banks, affording good foundations for dams, whether for utilizing the water­
power or for the purposes of navigation, and the rocky, high banks will prevent 
damage being done by the action of the water. After the rivers enter the State of 
Indiana the banks are lower, but the country through which they run is so nearly 
level the water is easily kept within the banks. 
• Pressure in about 20 of the artesian wells was not sufficient to cause the water to rise high 
enough to pour out onto the surface. 
t Texas was on the Iroquois River between Watseka and Iroquois. 
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On the Kankakee River a steamboat of considerable magnitude makes regular trips 
to Baum's Bridge, • in Indiana, a distance of 120 miles. t No attempt has been 
made to render the river navigable, except to cut away with the ax the trunks of 
fallen trees. 
The West has no richer territory than is embraced in the counties of Will, Kanka­
kee, and Iroquois. . .. The country immediately bordering on the Kankakee 
Valley is not less healthful, less fertile, or beautiful than the most favored part of 
the Northwest. I 
... The improvement of the river will furnish an outlet for the valuable timber of 
Northern Indiana, which is now of but little value, owing to the cost of transpor­
tation. The prairie country of Illinois needs this timber, and in exchange therefor 
can furnish them cheap coal in unlimited quantities from the Wilmington coal 
fields and the Braidwood mines, which lie in immediate connection with the river 
at and below Wilmington. The limestone stone from Warner's Landing to 
Momence is of a superior quality, easily quarried, and the supply is inexhaustible. 
The greater part of Northern Indiana is devoid of stone, which must be carried 
long distances by rail, at a ruinous cost, to supply the wants of her people. . .. It 
is believed that no other section of the country would derive so great advantages 
from an exchange of products as would exist between the timbered country of 
Indiana and the prairie country of Illinois. 
Again, it must be borne in mind that this improvement is in the direct line of a 
water route between the Mississippi River and Lake Erie, and which route must 
be opened in the course of a very few years. 206 
Regarding the village of Iroquois on the Iroquois River, the committee noted, 
There are two steam saw-mills in operation, which tum out the best hard-wood 
lumber at $10 to $15 per thousand. . .. The supply of water is always abundant 
at all seasons of the year. Eastward from this place the river runs through a level 
country, and by dredging out a few sand-bars and obstructions arising from fallen 
trees it can be made navigable for many miles into the State of Indiana. 206 
• Baum's Bridge is about 30 miles east and 8miles north of Momence. 
t The actual distance was less than half of the stated 120 miles, as discussed in a footnote on 
page 139. 
I The Northwest Territories embraced present-day Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wiscon­
sin, and northeastern Minnesota. 
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The memorialists attested about the Beaver Lake area, 
During the era of building railroads the Kankakee country in Indiana was a marsh. 
Beaver Lake was a large body of water 12 miles long and 6 miles wide. The rail~ 
roads avoided this large portion of Northern Indiana. What was a lake fifteen 
years ago, is now all under cultivation and owned by Lemuel Milk, esq. The 
marshes are the best hay and com lands in the world. 206 
1880: "Survey of Kankakee River, Indiana and Illinois" 
Major Jared A. Smith of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers reported on investigations to 
determine whether the Kankakee River could be made into a commercially navigable stream 
throughout its length in Illinois. 
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General: I have to submit the following report of a survey upon the Kankakee 
River, together with a general estimate of the cost of such works as will be neces­
sary to make the river navigable by slack-water as far up as Momence, Ill., the 
river being already navigable above that point for 100 or more miles. 
. . . The field-work was begun September 2 and closed December 2, 1879. 
The survey extended from the head of the present slackcwater navigation, a 
short distance above Wilmington, Ill., to a point IY, miles above the dam at 
Momence .... 
The entire distance surveyed is about 36 miles, and the difference in the level of 
the pools was ascertained to be 73.82 feet. 
To connect these levels by slack water, Mr. Custer proposes to construct three 
locks with lifts of 8.5 feet each, and four locks having lifts of 12 feet each, and to 
avoid the most rapid places in the river by canals along or near the bank a total 
length of 12 miles, and the number of dams would thus be reduced to four, having 
an average height of 10.5 feet and length of 700 feet. Three of these dams are 
already built, but would require extensive repairs or reconstruction. 272 
1881: Gurdon S. Hubbard 
In a letter to the Kankakee County Old Settler's Association, Gurdon S. Hubbard told the 
region's residents, 
You are citizens of the most beautiful portions of our grand State. The aborigines 
so considered it; they designated it the "Wonderful Land," "Wonderful River," 
"Wonderful Home." Indians whose villages were on the banks of your river 
always, in naming their residence, would say, "Ti-yar-ack-naunk," Wonderful 
Land Home. I can never forget my first impressions, in 1822, (it was my first 
visit), as I traveled up that stream (the Kankakee). I thought I had never before 
enjoyed the sight of so much natural beauty as met my gaze, of river, woods and 
lands so delightfully interspersed. 201 
165
 
Mr. Hubbard was 79 years old when he made these remarks. Daniel Paddock, an early 
Kankakee County historian, said of this pioneer citizen, "Whatever any travelers through the 
Valley of the Kankakee, that came before, may have thought of its clear streams, filled with 
the finest fish, its gently rolling and flowery prairies, its beautiful groves abounding with 
game, no record is preserved to us, earlier than that of Mr. Guerdon S. Hubbard ...." 207 
1882: History ofGrundy County 
The Kankakee River flows across about two miles of northeastern Grundy County before it 
joins the Des Plaines to form the Illinois River. For the first eight miles upstream from the 
mouth of the Kankakee, the river valley in Grundy and Will Counties is quite narrow-less 
than five miles wide. The south side of this segment of the valley is bordered by a sandy 
ridge. This low rise turns water westward so that it flows into the Mazon River rather than 
the Kankakee. The diversion is described in the introduction to the History of Grundy 
County: 
This sand ridge forms the water shed between Mazon Creek and Kankakee River, so 
that, where it strikes the bank of the latter stream, to the southward of Wilmington, 
the water flows from within two hundred yards of the river, through swamps and 
sloughs and finds its way through the Mazon, into the Illinois, opposite Morris. 28 
Aux Sable Township lies on the north side of the Kankakee-Des Plaines junction: 
The eastern line is marked by a high rise of ground, which forms a watershed of 
limited extent, the drainage flowing in an easterly and westerly direction from this 
line. The termination of this ridge at the head of the Illinois is well worth going 
some distance to see. The high land continues almost to the river brink, affording 
an outlook over the low land of Felix and the country south for miles. The scene 
here presented, with its picturesque views along the river and the low meadows 
dotted with grazing herds, is found nowhere else in this county, and forms the 
object of many a pleasant drive. . .. the lowlands are characterized with a black 
swamp soil, with mucky tendencies. It is a fine grazing country, and is largely 
used for this purpose .... 
. . . The great sweep of prairie which extended toward the northeast to the verge 
of the horizon was the resort of thousands of deer, chickens, and wolves; the river 
furnished fish in abundance, and the timber echoed with the lively clatter of the 
small game to which it gave a precarious shelter. The honey bee, the harbinger of 
civilization, preceded the early settlers here some six or eight years, • and had 
• The honey bee is not native to North America. As Timothy Ball pointed out, these insects 
were thought to spread into a region "a little in advance of the white man." 19 Honey bees appear to 
have been well established in the Kankakee valley when the first influx of white farmers arrived in the 
early 1830s (page 160). A biographical sketch of Thomas Buckles of McLean County states, "He once 
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made the river bluffs famous for the stores of sweetness found in hollow trees 
along the streams. The Indians were very fond of this delicacy, and never failed to 
rifle a bee tree of its contents when they discovered it, but from the lack of proper 
facilities or the number and industry of the bees, vast stores of honey were accu­
mulated to garnish the homely fare of the pioneer. 
· .. the Cryder settlement alone found thirty-three trees and secured their con­
tents. There was, of course, nothing about these pioneer establishments in which 
to store this vast amount of honey, and great basswood troughs were made for the 
purpose and filled. While this raid did not exterminate the bees of this section, the 
continued ravages of the settlers soon made these "rich finds" much less frequent, 
and those who enjoyed the sport united pleasure and profit in bee-hunting. 
· .. But when the tree was found, the battle was but half won. The tree must be 
felled and the occupants were often found to be no feeble folk. 
· .. The bees, too, have suffered by the advance of the civilization which they 
seem everywhere to usher in. The destruction of the prairie flowers and the 
ravages of the bee moth have almost resulted in their annihilation, and it is only 
by the strictest care that domestic swarms can be profitably maintained. 31 
When this history was published in 1882, Felix Township bordered the south side of the 
Kankakee and Illinois Rivers, and it extended as much as eight miles farther south': 
This township ... is bounded on the north by the Illinois River. . .. . .. The 
general surface is low. In the northeast corner the high land abuts upon the river, 
and from this point gradually recedes, forming bottom lands, nearly two miles in 
width in some places; the road which follows the general course of the river, 
marking the general line of the high lands. Immediately south of this line the land 
sinks somewhat into what was originally low wet meadows, marked by broken 
outcroppings of limerock and bowlders. t On the northern half of sections 9, 10, 
and 11, is Goose Lake, a relic, probably, of the great water-course that once over­
flowed this region and carried the waters of Lake Michigan to the Mississippi 
River. This body of water is a sedgy lake of swampy tendencies, measuring some 
three miles from east to west, and little more than a half mile wide. In seasons of 
high water this lake finds an outlet into the Kankakee. South of this is a ridge 
extending east and west through the central part of the township, originally cov­
ered with a considerable growth of timber; and again, south of this, another space 
went with a party of bee hunters down on the Kankakee River, and was gone five weeks. They found 
from fifty to sixty bee trees." 110 Most likely this excursion was in the early 1830s. 
• In 1897 the north end of Felix Township was removed to form Goose Lake Township. 
t Much of this rocky expanse is now part of Goose Lake Prairie State Nalural Area. 
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of swamp land succeeds, which in turn is bounded on the south by a sand ridge. 
Claypool Run drained this swamp into the Mazon, and more recent cultivation has 
lengthened this run and improved the lands. The natural drainage is slight, the 
various runs finding their way into the Mazon from the western end of Goose 
Lake, and the swamp lands, in the southeast corner, and another draining the 
eastern middle portions of the township into the Kankakee River. These runs are 
but sluggish streams, and scarcely do more than to mark the lowest portion of the 
low grounds. The soil is principally a low wet clay, a deposit near the western end 
of the lake proving admirable material for the manufacture of coarse pottery. 
While a considerable part of the township is under a good degree of cultivation, 
the greater part is devoted to grazing, Mr. Holderman giving especial attention to 
stock raising. 
· .. He found here the materials for building up a fine fortune, and gradually 
added more land to his place until he owned some five thousand acres on which he 
pastured droves of some of the finest cattle in the country. 
· .. The early settlers in this township came into close relations with the Indians, 
who were here in considerable numbers. The abundance of game attracted 
them .... 
· .. Deer, squirrels, otter, raccoons, musk-rats, inhabited the woods and marshes, 
while prairie chickens, quails and wolves were found in the open country. Deer 
were unusually plentiful here, and men going out after their cows and taking their 
guns, seldom failed to bring back the hams of a fine animal as trophies of their 
marksmanship. It very early became the habit of the pioneers to take only the 
hams of venison, leaving the rest of the carcass to the wolves and dogs, and it was 
no unusual thing to see twenty-five hams curing in the smoking-house at once. 
This abundance of game was a great relief to many of the pioneers. Easy as hogs 
were kept, and numerous as they became in later years, McKean, who kept a large 
herd, • found ample market for all he could raise among the farmers in this region. 
Many who could not buy, lived on this abundant game, though it soon became 
tiresome to the taste and proved a poor substitute for beef and pork. 
· .. The earliest effort was made to get a crop of corn. The first crop was planted 
by cutting a gash in the inverted sod with an axe, dropping the corn and closing it 
by another blow beside the first. Or it was dropped in every third furrow and the 
sod turned on it; if the corn was so placed as to find the space between the fur­
rows, it would find daylight; if not, the result of the planting was extremely doubt­
ful. Of course cultivation in this case was impossible, and if the squirrels and 
• The previous page of the History ofGrundy County says of Mr. McKean, "... one day 
he missed some fifty of his large herd of swine." Indians found the pigs and helped McKean retrieve 
them. 32 
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crows gave the crop an opportunity to mature, it generally proved a satisfactory 
return. 
· .. Life, in a new country, is everywhere subjected to the misery of malarious 
diseases. The clearing off of timber or the breaking up of prairie sod, involving 
the rapid decay of large quantities of vegetable matter, gave rise to the inevitable 
miasma, which wrought its sure work upon the human system. "Such sickness 
was generally confined to the last of the summer and fall. There was but little 
sickness in winter except a few lingering fall cases that had become chronic; there 
were but few cases after severe frosts, and the spring and early summer were 
perfectly healthy. It was commonly remarked that when the bloom of the resin 
weed and other yellow flowers appeared it was time to look for the ague. The 
first spring flowers on the prairie were mostly pink and white, then followed pur­
ple and blue, and about the middle of August yellow predominated. 
"High water in spring, flooding the bottoms and filling the lagoons and low places 
along the streams, and then drying off with the hot sun of July and August, was a 
fruitful cause of disease, and in such localities it was often quite sickly, while the 
high prairie was comparatively exempt." • 
· .. Jugtown was what its name implies, a place where pottery interests centered. 
A bed of good potter's clay was found near the western end of Goose Lake, and 
in 1853, William White, of Chicago, put up the necessary buildings and machinery 
for the manufacture of drain tile especially for the Chicago market. 
· .. Matthew Johnson, who came from Jefferson County, Ohio, in 1852, landed in 
Morris in April of that year. He had relatives in Felix, and started over to see 
them. He found a wagon totally inadequate for the undertaking, and had to resort 
to a boat to reach his friends' house. 32, 34 
In 1839 a woman was killed along the Kankakee River at a new farm that was being cleared 
of timber. The trees were on the north bank about a mile above the river's mouth. James 
McKeen and John Byers "had been burning logs in the afternoon." Mter supper they went 
back "out to the fires," where Chief Wauponsee's band of Potawatomi was staying. As 
McKeen and Byers watched beside a heap of logs, one Indian slew another. The body was 
dumped at a pile of rails. 29 
The confluence of the Kankakee and Des Plaines Rivers offered the dream of a future 
metropolis, Kankakee City: 
• The text in quotation marks in this paragraph and the preceding one is credited to Elmer 
Baldwin's History ofLa Salle County. 16 
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Among the earliest settlers of the county ... was John Beard. He ... settled at 
the mouth of the Au Sable River' about 1833. Here he ... conceived the idea of 
founding a city at the head of the Illinois between the Desplaines and Kankakee 
Rivers. This it was hoped would be the head of navigation t .... 
· .. Kankakee City was a ... pretentious aggregation of houses, though hardly so 
well established in fact. 
· .. Kankakee City was an outgrowth of ... speculative mania. . .. In its 
palmiest days its population did not reach seventy-five souls, yet it had ten public 
squares. . .. The plat with its numerous additions covered about two thousand 
acres .... 
· .. The site of Kankakee City, between the forks of the Illinois River, is now a 
part of Au Sable township, being assigned to that township because the facilities 
for crossing the Desplaines River are better than for crossing the Kankakee. 32 
The History ofGrundy County describes the emergence of periodical cicadas which occurs 
in the Kankakee region at regular 17-year intervals: 
The Cicada, or Seventeen-year Locust, has been a visitant of this country, as else­
where, and since first noticed has been regular in its coming. It was first noticed 
in 1837, and in June of that year began to attract very general attention. They 
came out of the ground about the last of May, and by the middle of June seemed 
to have taken possession of the country. A sudden jar on a small bush would put 
to flight as many as could be put into an ordinary pail, and during the middle part 
of the day their noise would drown the tones of a cow-bell a hundred yards away. 
They took every green thing in their way, and it was estimated that fully one-third 
of the leaf-bearing twigs on the oak timber on the eastern banks of the Mazon t 
was destroyed by their "prodding" to deposit eggs. 
• Aux Sable Creek enters the Illinois River about five miles below the mouth of the Kankakee. 
t When Kankakee City was platted at the head of the Illinois River, c0111lnercial boat traffic 
nsually could proceed up the river no farther than Ottawa before being stopped by shallow water. Nor 
could steamboats navigate the Kankakee or Des Plaines Rivers. Before navigation dams and locks 
were bnilt on the Kankakee River, the lower part of the river had so many shallow stretches and rapids 
that it could not carry large boats laden with freight. The Des Plaines River was even rockier and 
shallower than the Kankakee. Until the Illinois and Michigan Canal was completed in 1848, the upper 
Illinois River and Des Plaines River were not viable as cOlllll1ercial waterways. After the canal was 
finished, canal boats conld proceed up the Des Plaines past Kankakee City. 
t The Mazon River watershed borders the west side of the Kankakee River valley. 
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In 1854 the locusts began to appear about the 28th of May. '" In a few days the 
country began to resound with their noise, but a heavy rain early in June seemed to 
destroy large numbers. By the middle of June they began to deposit their eggs, 
and becoming fat and enervated by their gorging, fell an easy prey to the birds, 
which destroyed large numbers. They went away as rapidly as they came, and by 
July 1st nothing but dried fragments of the insect could be discovered. 
In 1871 farmers were expecting the return of the locust invasion, and kept a keen 
watch for the first appearance of the scourge. On the 20th of May the bug was 
plowed up, and by the 25th they had become quite numerous above ground. On 
June 7 these insects killed sixty apple trees for L.W. Claypool, though they had 
been planted three years. By July 2nd there could be heard now and then one in 
the woods, but all the rest had gone. In the later visits the locusts were much less 
numerous than in 1837. 92 
1882: "History of Lake County" 
Editor Weston Goodspeed provided these facts about Lake County: 
· .. bounded ... on the south by that capricious stream, the Kankakee River, 
· .. is the County of Lake. . .. The southern part is very wet, is known as the 
Kankakee Marsh, and is principally noted for hay, rich islands, water-fowl, 
batrachians, • mosquitoes and the impracticability of pleasurable, or ever 
successful passage across its spongy surface. 
· .. West Creek, commencing ... about half a mile from the Illinois line, flows 
south, bearing a little east, and runs into the Kankakee, passing along a broad, 
marshy valley, forming, before bridges were built, an almost impassable barrier 
near the western border of the county. Its length, in a straight line, is nineteen 
miles. 
· .. The principal lake in this county is Cedar Lake or Red Cedar Lake, t five miles 
southwest of the geographical center. . .. It was named from the red cedar trees 
growing on its bank. 1 •.. It has no inlet; is evidently fed by springs; its waters 
• Batrachians are frogs and toads. The tenn has occasionally been employed to include amphi­
bians in general, as well as lizards. 
t Cedar Lake is at the head of Cedar Creek, a tributary of the Kankakee River that lies east of 
West Creek. 
1The Taylor family pioneered at Cedar Point on Cedar Lake in 1836. According to an 1884 
history of the area, "Fine large cedar trees were then growing on that wooded bank, of which but few 
traces now remain." 18 
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are clear, pure and soft; and, when first seen by the white settlers, abounded in 
fish, water-fowls, muskrats and minks. 
The surface and the soil in this region are quite varied. There are beds of white 
sand as clean and pure as sand can well be. There are miles of yellowish sand 
where corn and potatoes will grow quite successfully. There is a whitish clay soil, 
producing oats, grass, and winter wheat, and rye. There is the rich black soil of 
the prairie, and the still deeper and richer soil of the high and dry marsh. • The 
large Cady Marsh, the Calumet t and Kankakee Marshes, and other smaller ones, 
contain many thousands of acres of land that must one day become very valuable. 
Some of it, once called waste land and "swamp land," already produces large 
crops of grass and oats. 130 
1882: "Preliminary Examination of Stone Formation in Kankakee River 
at Momence, Illinois" 
Major Jared A. Smith investigated the potential for improving navigation on the Kankakee 
River by removing the rock ledge at Momence. He addressed two questions. First, "Is the 
river worthy of improvement?" And, "Is the work a public necessity?" Smith spelled out his 
investigative approach and line of reasoning: 
From a map of the river at Momence I have constructed a longitudinal section in 
the channel, covering a distance of 12,400 feet, about 2% miles. 
The bottom of the stream over this distance is entirely of limestone the surface of 
which is somewhat irregular and broken, showing it to be in layers or strata, some 
of which are but a few inches in thickness. 
The highest point of the formation in the river bed is directly opposite the upper 
end of the upper dam at Momence; the altitude of the stone at this point is 4'h feet 
higher than where it first appears, 4,800 feet up stream, and it is 9'h feet higher 
than where it is again covered, at a distance of 7,600 feet down-stream. 
It will be seen that the stone formation is a barrier maintaining the water at a 
greater depth than would otherwise obtain, thus aiding rather than injuring, the 
navigation above. 
• Weston Goodspeed obtained much of his material from Timothy Ball's 1873 book about 
Lake County. Mr. Ball appears to be responsible for the term dry marsh, which is discussed in a 
footnote on page 117. 
t Cady Marsh and the Calumet Marshes were north of the Kankakee River valley. 
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The distance from the present head of slackwater navigation to Momence is 35 
miles .... 
It will readily be seen that the removal of a barrier 35 miles above the head of 
navigation cannot improve or extend that navigation in any way; but by permitting 
the drainage of the pool above, such a removal would add materially to the diffi­
culty of extending the navigation at any future time. 
The work would, therefore, not be an improvement to navigation, and from that 
point of view cannot be a public necessity. 
The stone formation at Momence, Ill., has been the subject of much discussion in 
connection with the drainage of extensive swamps adjacent to the Kankakee River 
in Indiana. A survey of this part of the river has recently been completed, at the 
expense of the State, with a view of perfecting a system of drainage by means of 
which to make fertile lands of over 600,000 acres now in swamps. 
If this can be accomplished its benefits will be immense, and it is apparently to aid 
in this purpose that the removal of the barrier at Momence is desired. 
In addition to the stone at Momence there is dam, though at present so much out 
of repair that the water does not flow over its top save at high stages .... 
The altitude of the lower or principal dam is such as to place its crest a trifle more 
than 3 feet above that of the limestone, though the dam is situated farther down 
stream. 
· .. it is apparent that a cut in order to be effective in draining the water should be 
about 12,400 feet long, the declivity of its bottom being 1 foot and 6 inches per 
mile. 
· .. Whether the removal of the barrier at Momence, Ill., will aid the drainage of 
the swamp lands in Indiana to any great extent is a matter of some doubt. 
Mr. J.L. Clark, of Momence, informs me that some eight or nine years ago, when 
the dam was in such condition as to permit an unobstructed flow, the water line 
was "staked out" for a distance of 3 miles above. The dam afterwards being clos­
ed it was found that the surface-level had raised 1 inch at the farthest point of the 
observation. 
· .. The State line is about 7 miles distant; the channel has a varying width and 
depth, besides being in places more or less obstructed by grasses; add to this the 
fact that the course of the stream is far from direct and its declivity far from uni­
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form, and it will be readily seen that any definite knowledge of results can only be 
obtained by experiment. 
· .. this report does not consider the work a "public necessity" for the benefit of 
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1882: Report upon tlte Improvement oftlte Kankakee River 
and tlte Drainage oftlte Marslt Lands in Indiana 
John Campbell, Chief Engineer for the State of Indiana, prepared this report for Governor 
Albert Porter. Professor Campbell's investigations were intended to form the basis for esti­
mating the cost of converting the Kankakee River into a drainage ditch as far downstream as 
Momence. Here are excerpts from the beginning of Campbell's report: 
The Kankakee river is noted for its extreme crookedness. Father Stephan, who 
made a careful survey of the channel, reports two thousand bends from the source 
at South Bend to Momence, Illinois. By the same authority the approximate 
length of the river between these points is two hundred and forty miles. 
The water in the stream is remarkably clear and is of excellent quality for domestic 
purposes. The iron, and possibly other mineral substances held in solution, give 
the water valuable tonic properties. 
The exceptional healthfulness of the Kankakee region as compared with other 
large swamp districts, may be due in a great measure to these mineral qualities. 
The bed of the river generally is sand and fine gravel, and the banks are very low. 
· .. West of Bogus creek' on the South side, and of Crooked creek t on the North 
side, the small streams from the uplands lose themselves in the marshes and have 
no well defined inlets to the river. 
· .. This valley is for the most part an unreclaimed marsh; and except along the 
river banks and on occasional small sand islands, it is destitute of timber. 
Coarse prairie grass, wild rice and weeds, grow in the greatest luxuriance in all 
parts of the marsh, and, in many places, even in the bed of the river itself. 
• Bogus Creek (now known as Lucas Ditch) joins the Kankakee River at the village of English 
Lake in Starke County. 
t Crooked Creek (now known as Koselki Ditch) enters the Kankakee south of Kouts in Porter 
County. 
174 
Frequently the highest water of the year is caused by the rank grass growth in the 
channel of the river during the summer season. 
The soil is a rich vegetable loam and sand, varying in depth from five feet to a few 
inches. Its general richness may be inferred from the rank growth of grasses, even 
in the lowest portion of the marshes, where the water remains during the entire 
year. 
· .. From its source to the mouth of Mill creek, • the river runs through the open 
marsh, but below this point the banks on one or both sides are covered with quite 
large trees. 
In many places the channel is greatly obstructed by fallen timber, which must be 
removed when the improvement of the river is attempted. 
The timber belt rarely exceeds a mile in width, but the area yet uncut is very 
valuable. 
· .. Profitable crops of wild hay are annually harvested from a large part of the 
marsh, and the partially recovered portions are found to be especially adapted to 
the culture of timothy, clover and blue grass. For stock farms this region will be 
surpassed by no section of the State. 
The cranberry plant is native to the country, and the experiments already made for 
its culture are most encouraging. 
· .. The Beaver Lake region, in Newton county, is a good sample of the reclaimed 
marsh land along the Kankakee, and the results in this section are so satisfactory 
that the most earnest efforts should be made to recover all the overflowed lands. 
· .. The number of acres in the marshes along the Kankakee and its principal tribu­
taries which may be recovered by judicious drainage, is not less than four hundred 
thousand. 
· .. The drainage and recovery of the Kankakee marshes will include: First, the 
construction of a better main channel than now exists, for the flow of the river; 
second, the straightening and deepening of the beds of the streams which empty 
into the main stream; and third, the digging of a large number of lateral ditches 
through the swamps tothe improved channels. 
• The mouth of Mill Creek is near the U.S. Route 30 bridge over the Kankakee River, east of 
Hanna in La Porte COilllty. 
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· .. Two streams, the Kankakee and Grapevine Creek, unite ... nine miles from 
South Bend and form the Kankakee River. 
· .. The approximate length of the river in the State from this initial point is two 
hundred miles, as measured along the crooked channel, and the average fall per 
mile is less than four inches. 
The velocity of the stream is nearly uniform and is about one and a half miles per 
hour, or one and two-tenths feet per second. 
The general declivity of the marsh through which the river flows, is 1.3 feet per 
mile. 
It is proposed to reduce the length of the river by the improvement, so that the 
distance from the initial point to Momence, Ill., will not exceed eighty-five miles, 
and the average fall per mile, will be increased to more than twelve inches. 82 
Mr. Campbell organized the next part of his report according to seven divisions of the river, 
beginning at the upper end and proceeding downstream to Momence: 
Division I. 
From the initial point at the mouth of Grapevine creek, • Sec. 4, T. 36 N., R. 1 E., 
to the lower end of Mud lake, t Sec. 4, T. 35 N., R. 1W. 
The river begins in the open marsh and is entirely free from timber to the end of 
this division. 
· .. Mud lake is only a widening of the river on account of a slightly less fall than 
the average. The diminished velocity has caused the deposit of soil, and increased 
the growth of grasses and weeds in the stream. 
. . . Division II. 
From the terminus of Division I to the mouth of Mill creek ~ Sec. 7, T. 34 N., R. 
2W. 
• Grapevine Creek (now known as Geyer Ditch) joins the Kankakee River about 11 miles wesl­
southwest of downtown South Bend. Upstream from the confluence of these two streams, the Kanka­
kee River is known as Place Ditch. Grapevine Creek is now a straight drainage channel; it is said to 
have received its name on account of its tortuous course-not from grapevines along its banks. 14 
t Mud Lake is extinct. It was about II miles southeast of La Porte. 
~ Mill Creek joins the Kankakee River about 13 miles south of La Porte. 
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The river in this division runs through the open marsh, and is free from timber 
obstruction. 
· . . Division III. 
From the terminus of Division II, at the mouth of Mill creek, by a new channel, to 
the mouth of Crooked creek, • Sec. 36, T. 33 N., R. 6 W. 
The Kankakee river below the mouth of Mill creek has a belt of timber along its 
banks .... 
· .. Division IV. 
From the terminus of Division II at the mouth ofMill creek, by the old channel 
of the river, and from the town ofKnox, Sec. 22, T. 33 N., R. 2 W., on Yellow 
river, to the point where Crooked creek, the new and the old channels, form the 
grand junction. 
· .. owing to its extreme crookedness, it will be necessary to expend a liberal 
amount in dredging and in cutting off the most troublesome bends, in order to 
increase the velocity of flow, which would otherwise be diminished below its 
present rate. The English lake t region is similar to that above called Mud lake, 
and is only an enlargement of the river, or rather an extensive widening of the 
deep marsh border. In this Lake the wild rice and grass grow in the greatest 
luxuriance. 
· . . Division V. 
From Grand Junction, I Sec. 36, T. 33 N., R. 6 W., by a new channel, to a point in 
the river in Sec. 33, T. 32 N., R. 8 W., ... near the bridge on the line of the 
Indianapolis & Chicago railway. ~ 
· .. The route proposed for the new channel, as shown by the map, will be through 
the open marsh, entirely free from timber obstruction, except one mile of river­
bank timber on the west end, and is admirably located with reference to the drain­
age of some of the deepest marshes in the entire valley. 
• Crooked Creek (Koselki Ditch) debouches into the Kankakee about 13 miles south of 
Valparaiso. 
t English Lake is no more. The village of English Lake marks the former downstream end of 
the lake. 
I Several big ditches now join the Kankakee River in the vicinity of the Grand Junction. 
~ This point is along the rail line between Shelby and Thayer. 
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... Division VI. 
From the terminus of Division V ... along the general line of the river to the State 
line. 
The increased velocity of the river in this division, owing to its increased slope and 
the general direction of the stream, make the improvement desirable along the 
general line of its present flow. 
· .. The marsh is very wide in this region, but when the land is reclaimed, as it 
doubtless will be when this ditch is completed, it will be as beautiful and as rich as 
any portion of the State. 
. . . Division VII. - Illinois Division. 
From the State line along the general course of the river to Momence, Illinois. 
· .. The other improvements of this division will be similar in every particular to 
those in Division VI, until the rock ledge near Momence is reached. 
This obstruction is a limestone ledge which extends about one and a half miles in 
width, and its removal is a necessity for the proper improvement of the river. 
The increased velocity of the straightened channel above will carry down large 
quantities of soil and sand, for which a free outlet must be provided by opening a 
way through the rocky ledge. 
Even now the improvements in the Beaver lake region have increased the growth 
of grasses and weeds in the river at Momence, and this will be further increased, to 
a very damaging degree, unless this free outlet is provided.• 82 
Near the end of his report, John Campbell predicted, 
Mter the drainage has been once accomplished and the lands brought under culti­
vation, there will be a great diminution of the volume of water to be carried off. 
The absorbent power of the reclaimed land and the evaporating surface will be 
increased, and the quantity of surplus water will be proportionally diminished. 82 
• The ditch that drained Beaver Lake was greatly enlarged by erosion. The eroded sand was 
deposited at ti,e lower end of tile ditch (page 110). According to Professor Campbell's testimony, it 
appears tilat some of this sediment had been carried downstream and had been deposited in tile river at 
Momence, fostering tile growth of vegetation in the channel. 
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1883: Counties of Warren, Benton, Jasper and Newton, Indiana 
The Kankakee valley extends across three of these four counties. Newton County is on the 
state line and lies wholly within the Kankakee basin. Its neighbor to the east, Jasper County, 
is almost entirely in the watershed. To the south of these two counties lies Benton County, 
the northern part of which drains into the Kankakee via the Iroquois River. 
Ed. A. Mossman contributed Part III, "History of Benton County," to this volume. Mr. 
Mossman wrote of the pioneer era, 
For although a few families began to now move into the county, they still kept 
in the timber portion, or close thereto, as the grand prairie was still considered a 
barren, bleak and dreary waste, and was known and spoken of as "The Lost 
Land," its principal productions being prairie wolves, sand-hill cranes and green­
head flies.• 203 
Part IV, "History of Jasper County," is by J.H. Battle: 
The rapids of the Rockwise, t as the Iroquois was early called, was a favorite 
resort of the Pottawatomie Indians, and every spring and fall during their stay in 
• These blood-feeding insects are members of the family Tabanidae (horse flies and deer 
flies). 
t The rapids of the Rockwise are at Rensselaer. 
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this State found large numbers gathered here to fish and hunt. The river swarmed 
with the largest fish, the prairie supplied innumerable deer and grouse, and the 
swamps of the Iroquois and Kankakee afforded some of the best trapping grounds 
in the whole State. . .. Their corn-fields were scattered all over the county. What 
is now known as the Indian Garden, • on the Kankakee River in Wheatfield Town­
ship, was one of the largest of their com-fields. 
· .. The Iroquois River has sustained its reputation as one of the best stocked 
rivers in the State, from the earliest knowledge of the whites to the present. Long 
before any settlements were made here, rumors of its profusion of fine edible fish 
came to the frontiers through the Indians, to whom this was aJavorite place of 
resort each fall and spring. Here bass, bream, pike, salmon, mullet, t suckers and 
other varieties are found, some of these varieties having been found over twenty­
five pounds in weight. 
· .. The Iroquois, or the Rockwise, as the earlier settlers knew it, was a famous 
stream among the Indians and among such trappers and hunters as found their way 
here before the treaty. Its waters were famous for the fish it contained and the 
fowl they attracted, while the game along its course gave this region the reputation 
of the hunter's El Dorado. 
. . . Blue Grass Settlement. 
The settlement in Newton Township is another community, "proud in that strange 
spell-a name." The Indians congregating in large numbers at the village in New­
ton Township ~ had run out the wild grass, the blue grass coming in natural order 
to replace it, gave the distinctive name to this community. 35 
A chapter titled "Life on the Prairie" provides a wealth of information about the ecology of 
the region during the pioneer era: 
From the standpoint of this later day, when the adaptability of the prairie has been 
so abundantly proven, it seems unfortunate that the early experiences of these 
pioneers led them to cling to the timbered portions of the country, where foul 
water and miasma aggravated the inevitable discomforts of frontier existence. 
Life in a new country is everywhere subjected to the misery of malarious diseases. 
• Two places along the Kankakee were called Indian Garden. In addition to this one on an 
island upstream from Shelby, there was an Indian Garden on the north bank of the river above 
Momence, near the state line. 
t The identities of the fishes that Mr. Battle called salmon and mullet are not known. 
~ Mr. Battle gave the location of the Blue Grass village as "near the line of Sections 17 and 20 
in Newton Township, and just east of the spring on the Phegley farm." 35 
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The clearing-off of timber or the breaking-up of prairie sod, involving the rapid 
decay of large quantities of vegetable matter, gave rise to the inevitable miasma, • 
which wrought its sure work upon the system. Such sickness was generally con­
fined to the last of the summer and fall. '" It was commonly remarked that when 
the bloom of the resin weed and other yellow flowers appeared, it was time to 
look for the ague. The first spring flowers on the prairie were mostly pink and 
white, then followed purple and blue, and about the middle of August yellow 
predominated. High water in spring, flooding the bottoms and filling the lagoons 
and low places along the streams, and then drying off with the hot sun of July and 
August, was a fruitful cause of disease, and in such localities it was often quite 
sickly, while the higher prairie was comparatively exempt.... Boneset, Culver's 
physic (root), and a long list of teas and herb decoctions were to be found in every 
cabin, and most of the ailments incident to a frontier were generally made to yield 
to them. 
. . . The plows were crude affairs, strong and serviceable, but requiring great team 
power and considerable mechanical skill in the plowman. The sod was found 
tough, not easily "tamed," and very uncertain in producing a first crop. So tena­
cious was the turf, that the furrow turned out one unbroken strip of earth, and 
occasionally, when not especially careful, the plowman had the disappointment of 
seeing yards of this leathery soil turn back to its natural position, necessitating the 
tedious operation of turning it all back again by hand. The expenditure of all this 
labor was generally well repaid the first year, if the sod became thoroughly rotted, 
even though it produced but a small crop. Oftentimes the second and third plow­
ing showed the soil stubborn and unkind. Few, even among farmers, know much 
of the labor involved in "breaking prairie," unless they have experienced its obsta­
cles and overcome them. Corn was the only crop planted at first, and this furnish­
ed food for man and beast. A few years later, it was a mark of unusual prosperity 
to be able to furnish wheat bread to especial guests. The first crop was generally 
planted by cutting a gash in the inverted sod with an ax, dropping in the corn and 
closing it by another blow beside the first; or it was dropped in every third furrow, 
and the sod turned on it; if the corn was so placed as to find the space between the 
furrows, it would find daylight; if not, the result of the planting was extremely 
doubtful. Of course cultivation in this case was impossible, and if the squirrels 
and crows gave the crop an opportunity to mature, it generally proved a satisfac­
tory return. Later, the culture of wheat was begun, and with the increase of mar­
kets has grown to larger proportions. r 
• Miasma or malaria was blamed on decaying vegetation. 
r About half of what J.H. Battle wrote regarding Jasper County in this paragraph and in the 
preceding one is essentially the same wording as in his history of Felix Township (Grundy County), 
which had been published a year earlier. The Felix Township text is on page 168, beginning with 
"The earliest effort." Much of Mr. Battle's chapter about "Life on the Prairie" (quoted au pages 180 
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Most of the settlers brought in horses and cows, but the former pretty generally 
gave way to oxen for working purposes. Hogs were bought in the older settle­
ments, and a little later sheep were introduced. All these animals were supported 
with little cost. The wide range of wild grass afforded excellent pasture and hay. 
With the range the early settlers had, their cattle would put on more flesh and in 
less time than on any other pasture. The sedge which grew along the sloughs was 
the first to start in the spring, and furnished the earliest pasture. The bent or blue­
joint, • which was principally found along the sides of the sloughs, or, in the ver­
nacular of the pioneer, "between the dry and wet land," was preferred by stock to 
all other varieties, especially when mixed with the wild pea-vine. t This made the 
best hay, and as its yield was very large, was generally selected for this purpose. 
But the combined ravages of stock and scythe rapidly exterminated it, so that in 
many cases the ground where it grew became almost bare of vegetation. The 
stock and the farmer then resorted to upland grasses, but before the settlers multi­
plied so as to limit the range of the stock, the older and more experienced of the 
herd would go long distances to find their favorite pasture, often necessitating on 
the part of the pioneer a hunt of several days to recover them. 
The native grasses were scarcely less marked for their medicinal qualities. Cattle 
and horses seemed to be remarkably free from disease so long as they could find 
plenty of wild grass and hay to feed upon. Horses raised upon the prairie were 
said never to be afflicted with the heaves, while horses brought here, suffering 
with this malady, were speedily cured by simply feeding on the native grasses. 
This advantage, however, was somewhat offset by the colic which this rank grass 
frequently produced in horses with fatal effect. The introduction of tame grasses 
has largely remedied this evil, and most farmers are now able to supply their stock 
with a mixture of the two kinds. But the wild grass of the present is not found in 
all its original purity, and the pea-vine is almost if not entirely extinct. 
to 183) appears in his subsequent histories of Illinois counties. 37.38.39.40 TIus repetition is an example 
of the "boilerplate" editorial policy which was connnonly practiced by publishers of county histories 
from about 1880 to the 1920s. The reader is apt to assume that information about a particnlar county 
or township was prepared specifically for that particular place-but in fact, the statemeuts (eveu 
specific details and exact wording) were taken from the published history of some other county. The 
original source of the text was rarely acknowledged when it was appropriated for use in some other 
volume. One narrative was often used again and again by a single publishing house, by a successor 
company, or by a competitor. 
• Beut or blue-joint =? Calamagrostis canadensis (blue-joint grass). 
t Wild pea-vine = Apios americana (groundnut) and perhaps other species of legunlinous 
VInes. 
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· .. Coon skins ... were almost "land-office" money.• Fur buyers were an 
institution of the early times here, and many a quarter section was purchased with 
the price of these skins. 
· .. Bee trees were, in many parts of the country, found in great numbers, and no 
piece of timber was entirely devoid of them. . .. when the tree was found, the 
battle was but half won. This must be felled, and the occupants dispossessed of 
their stores. 
· .. The bee was easily domesticated, and many of the settlers captured swarms; 
placed them in sections of hollow logs, and in a little while possessed a constant 
source of supply for the table and the market. 
· .. Roads were few, and the prairie, easily cut up, often presented, at points 
where lines of travel were obliged by the conformation of the land to unite, bog 
holes, that proved almost impassable. So long as the paucity of settlement allowed 
a pretty free selection of route, mud holes could be generally evaded, and a worn 
track avoided. But this practice had its disadvantages. In a country without con­
tinuous fences, and few landmarks, save the groves, it requires some skill and an 
intimate knowledge of the country to successfully cross even a small prairie in 
daylight. Crossing the uncultivated prairie at night was a very uncertain venture 
even to the most expert. 35 
The first known death of a white person in Jasper County occurred in mid-December of 
1837. A newcomer perished in a snowstorm: "His body was found on the 4th of the March 
following . . .. Attention was attracted to the spot by the c,ollection of buzzards, and on 
examination the remains were found and identified, though horribly mutilated by wolves and 
birds." 35 
lH. Battle wrote the following for Part V, "History of Newton County": 
Along the banks of the Kankakee some timber is found fringing the southern bank. 
The Iroquois, which flows in a general westerly course through the southeast part 
of the county, has a belt of timber of varying width along its banks. . .. North of 
the Iroquois, until the Kankakee is reached, there are alternate groves of timber, 
much of which is of inferior value, and low prairies, which, when drained, will 
form quite valuable farming lands. Beaver Creek runs through the western half 
of the center of the county, and flows into the lllinois. t Between this stream and 
the Kankakee lies Beaver Lake, which, at one time, covered nearly an entire 
• Raccoon pelts were so widely used in trade that they were almost as good as hard currency. 
Federal land offices had a policy against accepting most kinds of paper money as payment for land. 
t Beaver Creek flows to the Iroquois River. 
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Congressional township. The waters, which were, in places, of a depth of twelve 
feet or more, were drained off into the Kankakee, some twenty-five or thirty years 
ago, by an inexpensive ditch, some six miles in length, under the swamp land law. 
The entire original area of the lake, except a portion of its southern part, is now 
susceptible of cultivation, and much of it is covered with fertile farms. 
· .. Timber consists principally of oak, and is used for mechanical purposes and 
for fuel. ... The sloughs and ponds are being gradually drained, and the promise 
is that in a few years the county will be transformed from a low marshy country to 
fine grain lands and grazing farms. 
The prairie fires did not cease altogether before 1860, and systematic farming 
found but little encouragement here before 1870.... A large part of the county 
is prairie, nearly level, with great capacity for supporting water. What little snow 
falls, does not rest quietly where it settles, but is blown about by the winds, which 
have almost unbroken sweep. 
· .. The change that has been effected in the character of the surface of the 
country since the settlement of the whites is marvelous. Only the pioneer, who 
beheld the broad prairie covered with ever-present joint grass, • the varying height 
of which rendered the broad expanse a deceptive level, t and contrasts that with 
the rolling area of cultivated forms of the present, can fully appreciate the change. 
The timber lands that fringe the margin of the streams have undergone a hardly 
less remarkable change. Unlike the experience in a timbered country, here the 
wooded area has increased. The young growth and saplings which the fires of 
early times kept in check, have developed into considerable trees under the foster­
ing care of the farmer, and the timber has encroached upon the open land, so that 
the area of woods is now much larger than fifty years ago. 
· .. The Kickapoos were sometimes found in this region in quest of game and fish. 
· .. The Pottawatomies ... were found along the Iroquois. . .. . .. There was 
but one village within the limits of Newton County, and that was situated a few 
miles north of Morocco. This had been abandoned before the whites had made 
settlements here. The country was the Indian's typical paradise; the river swarmed 
with fish, the prairie supplied innumerable deer and grouse, while the marsh lands 
attracted thousands of aquatic birds, and afforded some of the best trapping 
grounds in the State. Indian com-fields were found in a number of places about 
the county and the sites of many of them are still pointed out, with the places of 
• J.H. Battle often referred to prairie grasses as "joint grass" or "stem grass." 
t Topographic relief appeared to be muted because grass was relatively short on the high 
ground, and quite tan on the lowlands. Mr. Battle further discussed this phenomenon under the 
heading "Then and Now" (page 389). 
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the hills plainly to be seen. '" The squaws worked with a rude sort of a hoe, and, 
selecting a site where the joint-grass could best be kept down, the seed was plant­
ed in hills, irregularly placed in the chosen area. .., Fish was a staple article of 
food with the Indians, and the whole village would repair to the rapids of the 
Iroquois, • where the Indian method of catching was most successful. Here the 
men would wade the stream at night with a torch and paddle in either hand, and by 
a dexterous dip, would toss large numbers of fish on the bank. The dog fish twas 
the only variety the Indians used, and these were prepared in large quantities by the 
squaws for winter use. 
· .. The settler placed in Newton County, though deprived of any near source of 
supplies, found no difficulty in finding support for himself and family. . .. Deer 
were found in great abundance, and the earliest settler found no difficulty, even if 
not an adept in the use of the rifle, to kill all he needed without leaving the pre­
cincts of his cabin. Large droves of these animals were seen on the prairie .... 
Grouse were found here in unlimited numbers, and, while it required a marksman 
to secure them, no cabin was deprived of this delicacy. Wild geese, cranes, herons 
and the whole list of the varieties of ducks were found here, and shot in great 
numbers, and are still here in scarcely diminished profusion. The Iroquois River, 
the praise of which was upon the lips of every hunterand trapper before the com­
ing of the settler, furnished bass, bream, pike, salmon and less noted varieties of 
fish, and the older residents never tire of telling the famous catches that have been 
made all along its length. The wild hog, a gaunt, long-legged species, which had 
escaped from older settlements and run wild in the course of nature, were almost 
as plentiful as the regular game of the region. .., They were often hunted for the 
sport. Wolves, however, were better for this purpose, while their scalps at the 
same time brought in a very respectable revenue. 1 The coyote was the principal 
variety found here, and these haunted the prairie in great numbers. '" They were 
no kin to the timber wolf, and would be captured rather than take refuge in the 
woods. In the timber, the larger species were found. They were a bolder and 
fiercer variety, but never attacked persons. . .. The trapper was always well re­
paid for his intelligent efforts, and found a good market right in the county for all 
the peltries he had for sale. 
· .. The wisdom of the first settlers in clinging to the line of timber, and beginning 
their farms by laboriously clearing off a space here, when the prairie seemed to 
offer a place so much easier adapted to their purposes, has been often challenged. 
But such criticism proceeds too often upon a misconception of the early character 
• The rapids are at Rensselaer. 
t Dog fish = ?bowfin. 
1The revenue was from a govermnent bounty on wolf scalps. 
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of the open country. The luxuriant growth of joint grass, after fall, unless burned 
over, became a tangled mass that was not easily penetrated. The new grass sprung 
up and presented the appearance of a beautiful meadow, which, however, was 
grossly deceptive. The rainfall during the year saturated the ground, and the dense 
growth of grass, shielding it from the sun, the natural drainage being deficient, the 
surface for a large part of the year was too wet to till. 
... As before intimated, the early settlers all sought the timber and cleared out 
farms. Here the land, thickly shaded, had not produced the heavy, tough grass 
roots of the prairie, and was comparatively easy of cultivation. The roots of the 
prairie grass were almost as tough and hard as hickory withes. . .. The question 
of cultivating the prairie was often discussed, but the conclusion generally arrived 
at was that this broad expanse of natural meadow was designed for a great 
pasture-field, and must forever remain such. But the necessity of the occasion 
developed the heavy sod plow. . .. This was an immense machine, with a beam 
ten or fifteen feet in length, a share that would cut about two feet in width, and a 
mold-board constructed of iron bars. To this giant plow was attached all the team 
power the farmer could command, and it was no infrequent thing to see six yoke 
of cattle attached. The sod was found tough, and so tenacious that the share 
turned out one unbroken strip of earth of several rods' length. Occasionally this 
stubborn glebe would turn back to its natural position, and the plowman was then 
forced to lift by hand yards of this unwilling turf. The expenditure of all this labor 
was generally well repaid the first year, if the sod became thoroughly rotted, even 
though it produced only a small crop. . .. Corn was the crop usually first planted. 
Some experimented with wheat, but it grew too rank and produced sickness, or 
else miserably failed under the combined attack of insects and unpropitious 
weather. . .. Hogs were soon secured, and multiplied. These, fattening upon the 
mast which the timber supplied in abundance, not only afforded the farmer with a 
good, substantial meat, but also afforded a source of income. . .. . .. The wide 
range of wild grass afforded the most nutritious of pasturage, and this sufficed for 
his stock with a very little addition of corn. 
. . . Several water mills were attempted, but the character of the streams made the 
experiment very unsatisfactory. During the larger part of the year, the mill could 
not run for the lack ofwater, and other times the sudden rising of the water would 
wash out the rudely constructed dams. . .. In addition to the peltries taken at such 
seasons as the demands of the farm would permit, honey formed quite an article of 
trade for some time. Bee-trees were found in every piece of timber, and large 
quantities were sold. . .. Newton County had the advantage of the surrounding 
region in the possession of some sugar trees, from which the Indians made sugar, 
and the settlers after them, but it never was produced in such quantities as to be­
come an article of commerce. 
186 
· .. In this day of established roads and multiplied landmarks, when what was 
prairie can only with difficulty be distinguished from the original woodland, it is 
not easy to understand the inconvenience and peril of the early traveling from one 
neighborhood to another. And yet the reminiscences of almost every settlement 
are marked by incidents of death or extreme danger arising from the vagueness of 
early lines of travel across these plains. . .. Each one made his own road, and so 
light was the travel that even after a considerable settlement had formed, the usual 
wagon trail was discovered only by the low flower that springs up where the sod 
of the prairie had been bruised by the wheel. • . .. Like distance at sea, the broad 
expanse of the prairie was deceptive to all but the most expert. . .. new-comers 
and transient visitors were constantly exposed to the danger of being lost in broad 
daylight. At night, crossing an uncultivated prairie was a very uncertain adventure 
to all save the most expert. . .. Itwas generally safe, when no other course seem­
ed open, to make for the timber, as some sign of habitation or trail was likely to be 
met with there. . .. In the winter the danger was increased. The broad expanse, 
covered with an untracked fall of snow and swept by an icy blast which pierced 
the heaviest clothing, was a route that the stoutest heart might well hesitate to 
attempt, and one in which many a traveler perished. 
· .. The Iroquois River, with its fringe of timber, divided the vast open plain of 
grass and flowers into two divisions. North of the river the meadow stretched out 
to the marshes of the Kankakee and Beaver Lake; while to the southward the 
broad expanse of the Grand Prairie, marked here and there by a stray clump of 
stunted trees, stretched away, unbounded save by the horizon, and the pioneer 
with his little retinue of wagons was lost in this luxuriant wilderness like a convoy 
of sloops in mid-ocean. 
The first sight of a great prairie in the height of its native beauty is one never to 
be forgotten. The beholder strains his eyes to take in its extent until the effort 
becomes painful, while its beauty and variety foils the power of expression. It is 
• In this history of Newton Connty, Indiana, J.H. Battle provided hardly a clue to the identity 
of this plant along wagon roads. In his history of Jasper Connty, l1linois, Mr. Battle again mentioned 
the advent of a weed that came with the establishment of wagon roads: "The concentrated travel had 
the effect of killing out the stemgrass, the place of which was soon occupied by a yellow blossomed, 
gummy, resinous weed of little height, and which thus served to mark the established trail." 39 
This description fits grnnweed (Grindelia squarrosa), which is generally considered to have spread into 
the region from drier prairies far to the west. Gumweed was listed as a member of the state's flora 
when LA. Lapham published his catalogue of l1linois plants in 1857. 171 Samuel Mead, a botanist from 
Augusta in western l1linois, questioned Lapham's inclusion of Grindelia squarrosa in his catalogue. In 
a December 1872 letter, Dr. Mead wrote, "Grindelia squarrosa was credited to Illinois. I have a speci­
men from near St. Louis, from Dr. Engelmann. I never met with it. Probably a few errors are in 
Laphams Catalogue, but correct in the main." 168 
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a new and wonderful revelation. Strange sights and sounds greet the senses on 
every side. The piping cry of the ground squirrel, as he drops from his erect posi­
tion and seeks the protection of his burrow at the first alarm, the shrill notes of the 
plover, scattered about in countless numbers, fitfully starting and running over the 
meadow; the booming of the prairie-cock; the mad scream of the crooked-bill 
curlew, as you approach its nest; the distant whoop of the crane; the pump-sound­
ing note of the bittern; the lithe and graceful forms of the deer, in companies of 
three or five, lightly bounding over the swell of the prairie; the beautiful harmony 
of color and rich profusion of flowers-it all seems like a new creation-an earthly 
paradise.• 
· .. Morocco.-Beaver Prairie is the site of some of the finest farming land in 
Newton County. At the time of its first settlement, it was right in the midst of the 
finest trapping grounds, and the chief article of commerce was fur, sold to the 
Northwestern Fur Company agents, with headquarters at Detroit, Mich. 36 
A set of biographical sketches that accompanies the "History of Newton County" includes 
a few remarks about the fauna. The biography of James Martin states, "In 1839 Mr. Martin 
traded a heifer for five ewes; he still has the offspring of that flock ... , ... the dogs killed 
sixty at one time, and a less number at many other times. . .. The wolves have at times been 
terribly destructive ...." An account of the life of John Peacock says, "... he and Mr. 
Ross came and erected the first building in Kentland. .., An employe ... would often in 
early morning stand in the door and shoot prairie chickens when they came to a corn crib for 
food." 36 
1883: "Geological Survey of Jasper County" 
John Collett, the State Geologist of Indiana, prepared the following information and opin­
ions during the course of investigations in Jasper County: 
The Kankakee river forms the northern boundary. . . . The stream is sluggish and 
tortuous, and is lined with a growth of timber. 
· .. The northern part of Jasper and Newton counties may be wonderfully bene­
fited, their productions and the health, wealth and physical vigor of the people 
increased, by the straightening and deepening of the channel of the Kankakee 
river .. " '" After such an outlet is opened, the crop of a single year over this 
immense area would doubly repay the whole expense, while in the near future a 
teeming population, with healthful homes, school houses and churches-the 
• This paragraph was not crafted by J.H. Battle. It was taken from Elmer Baldwin's History 
ofLa Salle County, and it is Mr. Baldwin's personal recollection of seeing a prairie for the first time 
as he walked from Chicago to Plainfield at the beginning of May in 1835. 16 
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muniments of freedom and the Republic-will rise like magic from the reedy 
swamps, now inhabited by the water fowl and fish. In the longer future these 
dreary stretches and impassable fens will not only reward their owners with 
produce and wealth, but will annually repay the State and municipal authorities, 
at the ordinary rate of taxation, the entire cost. 
Broad acres and wealth alone can not bring the full enjoyments of life and labor. 
Wet lands, impassible roads, are followed by weakened vitality, diminished energy: 
the contrary produce health, and physical and mental vigor. These again are fol­
lowed by enterprise and morality. Hence every rule of reason invites energetic and 
successful action looking toward the drainage of these lands. 
· .. In the northern part of the county extensive deposits of bog-iron ore exist. 
The area of deposit ... in townships 30, 31 and 32 north, ranges 5, 6 and 7 west, 
extended over about 5,700 acres. The beds are, as a rule, from one to two and a 
half feet below the surface, and from five to six inches thick, while in some places 
they were reported to be two to two and a half feet in thickness.• 
· .. Fish and game are very plentiful along the streams, and Jasper county is visited 
by large numbers of sportsmen yearly, who always go away well repaid for their 
time and expense. The fish are of the finest lake, as well as river varieties, while, 
in season, wild duck, geese, brant and other game birds swarm in the ponds and 
marshes and along the streams. 93 
1883: "Geological Survey of Newton County" 
John Collett's survey of Newton County appears in the Twelfth Annual Report of the 
Indiana Department of Geology and Natural History. 
The whole of this area was originally about 66 per cent. prairie, and at that time 
the number of acres in good timber was about 60,000; to which maybe added 
about 25,000 acres of brush and small timber. 
The Kankakee river flows from east to south of west along the whole of the 
northern boundary ... , Throughout its whole course it is sluggish and tortuous. 
The Iroquois river flows across the county in a nearly west direction, through the 
southern half, while Curtis creek flows in a general southeasterly direction near the 
east central part, joining the Iroquois in Jasper county, and Beaver creek (the 
former outlet of Beaver lake) runs south and west through the central parts into 
the State of Illinois. 
• Bog iron ore is discussed 011 page 271. 
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These were originally strong streams of water, with a full flow, generally yellowish 
in color, from the decay of vegetable matter on its banks and from the iron in the 
marshes and swamps, while from the present constant source of supply of water 
they are not addicted to extreme very low stages or to sudden overflows. Their 
waters being of gentle current and muddy bottoms, are well adapted for the homes 
of non-migratory fishes, especially of the lake type; hence the Kankakee, Iroquois, 
and other streams are the delight of fishermen, who are rewarded with the best and 
brightest of the finny race. 
Beaver lake, near the central part of the county, was formerly drained in a south 
and west direction by Beaver creek. Its original area was about 25,000 acres, 
having a depth of from two to six feet, averaging about three and a half feet. It 
was drained by the State ditch from its northern extremity into the Kankakee river, 
and now the area covered with water is less than 1,000 acres. Of this original lake 
bed, 2,500 acres are at present in cultivation, while the balance is being rapidly 
drained and prepared for tillage. 
Little lake, in the southwestern, and Mud lake, in the northwestern corner of Col­
fax township, are smaller bodies of water, lying south and east of Beaver lake. 
. . . In the northern third of the county, the soil is largely composed ofloose sand; 
hence, while it is not so well adapted to ordinary agricultural purposes, yet for 
special crops, with manures, it has been found productive and profitable. 
This ... district is palpably lacustral in its characteristics. Sloughs, swamps and 
marshy thoroughfares indicate the old beds of lakes, while the sandy divides 
between them show the ancient shore lines. But, significant of that time of many 
lakes, the whole region is traversed by sandy ridges on the northeastern shore of 
such lakes .... 
. . . At occasional points, where an uninterrupted wind impinged against these 
ridges, or where the grass and brush had been removed by Indian encampments, 
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or by the passage of herds of buffalo, a break would occur upon the surface; the 
loose sand would be subjected to the action of the winds, and portions of such 
ridges would be blown away, to be built up in the shape of new ridges, or mounds 
and hillocks, leaving behind cup-shaped basins or hollows, at the place of removal. 
Instances of such action may be seen all along the eastern and southeastern ridges 
surrounding Beaver lake. 
· .. The elevated sandy ridge east of the southern part of Beaver lake, built up by 
the winds to a height of seventy or eighty feet, which gives a wide outlook toward 
the rising sun and a grand view of the lake in its ancient dimensions, was exten­
sively occupied by the Mound Builders. 
· .. In time of wet weather the roads of this county are simply abominable, and 
deny the citizens the proper enjoyment of civilization, the fruits of labor and social 
life. 
· .. The black lands, in a state of nature, were covered with a luxuriant growth 
of wild grass, and when subdued they readily set to tame grasses, including blue 
grass. 
· .. The streams of this county are filled with the most delicious of lake fish, 
while the woods and swamps, in season, are crowded with game. Fishing and 
hunting stations abound along the Kankakee and adjoining waters, and trips to 
these regions afford rest, pleasure and healthful exercise to many of our own 
citizens as well as people from the neighboring cities and States. 94 
1883: H.S. Bloom 
Henry S. Bloom reminisced, "I came to the town of Rockville •... , March 3,1837 ...." 
Originally there were about 2,000 acres of fine timber in the town, of wonderful 
heavy growth, consisting of white, red and bur oak, black walnut, sugar maple, 
shell-bark hickory, red elm, bitter hickory, white ash, white walnut or butternut, 
and wild plums and crab apples were very abundant. Rock Creek was originally 
fringed with a dense growth of red cedars on either side, that lent to it a very 
picturesque appearance. 
· .. George W. Beckwith, with a small company, came down the river in canoes 
on an exploring expedition, and encamped in the grove that now bears his name. 
· .. he thought it the most beautiful place he had ever seen. This was in 1829. 
• Rockville Township is on the north side of the Kankakee River downstream from Kankakee. 
The earliest white settlements in the township were along Rock Creek and near its mouth, in and around 
present-day Kankakee River Stare Park. 
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· .. The first trip I ever made down Rock Creek was in company with my brother 
George, and we were much delighted with its rocky chasms and the falls .... 
After arriving at the mouth of the creek we followed up the river for about a mile, 
until we arrived at a large Indian mound, • from which we could overlook the 
country for a long distance; north of this mound, some eighty rods, was a deserted 
Indian village, Shawanassee. It was located at the southeast comer of the Rock 
Creek timber and just in the edge of the grove, fronting the east; many of the old 
lodge poles were yet standing, there was a large number of graves still visible .... 
· .. I recollect of hunting with an old Indian in 1838, who told me that he was 
born there, taken prisoner by the Kickapoos and adopted by them. He said "heaps 
of ponies were raised all round here," motioning over the prairies. The old corn 
hills were still visible, and extended for two miles along the grove, though the 
fields were overgrown with plum brush and timber. The land gave evidence of 
having long been in cultivation. To the northeast of the village, on Hugh 
Lancaster's farm, was a place where the Indians held their feasts and war dances. 
A space of seventy-five or eighty feet in diameter was levelled off, smooth as a 
barn floor. The sod or turf had been removed and piled up around the edge of the 
circle. This had stood for a long time, evidently, as the outside of the ridge of 
earth a heavy plum brush growth was standing, but the interior was yet smooth. 
Near by this place was a spring of water, which in those days never became dry. 
· .. The first year we lived on the creek our supplies came from the Wabash country; 
flour, $10 per barrel; maple sugar, $12.50 per 100 pounds; bacon same price. 
· .. Deer and prairie chickens were abundant; of the latter tens of thousands filled 
the prairies, and late outstanding com crops suffered severely. We also had an 
unlimited number of sand-hill cranes, ducks and geese. Deer banded in groups of 
from 50 to 120. I once saw in Essex t 110 in one herd. The crane would flock in 
groups of about fifty and engage in a dance. They would form in an irregular 
circle, two would commence circling about each other, and all would follow, 
jumping over one another, frequently jumping from twelve to fifteen feet; by the 
time all were joined in, it presented the most grotesque sight imaginable. It would 
fairly make an anchorite laugh till tears would run down his cheeks. I have actu­
ally laughed, until my sides were sore for days, at witnessing one of these festi­
vals; it beat a circus or a bear dance. 
In the early day the silence of the prairies was awful, especially in the autumn. I 
have been in what is now the town of Norton, t then known as the Grand Prairie, 
• This mound is described on page 195. 
t Essex Township fonns the northwest comer of Kankakee County. 
t Norton Township comprises the southwest comer of Kankakee County. 
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and camped there when hunting, out of sight of timber, when the silence was 
profound. No sound of insect, no song of bird, no sighing of the wind. You 
could feel your pulse throb and hear your own heart beat. I have been in the 
Rocky Mountains of Nevada and on the deserts of the great West, but nowhere 
did I ever feel and witness such awful solemn silence as on the prairies before 
settlement. Such scenes will never again be witnessed through all the circling 
ages .... 
. . . In the latter part of the summer or early autumn of 1838, the last of the 
Pottawatomies left the valley of the Kankakee for their new home, west of the 
Mississippi, a band of them numbering about 200 had left the year before. Shawa­
nasse's band had left in the spring of 1836, the last two parties, numbering alto­
gether about 500 souls, encamped on my father's farm not very far from the 
house. '" I wandered around among their tents, and closely observed all their 
doings. . .. To see their sorrowful countenances, and the tear drops in their eyes, 
especially the elder ones, as they were about leaving their beautiful home on the 
Kankakee, one would deeply sympathize with the rude savage, and come to the 
same conclusion that I did, that they were a deeply wronged race. Here they were 
born and spent their childhood, their youth and more mature age, amid nature's 
loveliest scenery; a land that to them literally flowed with milk and honey, for was 
it not a land pleasant to the eye, with beautiful and majestic groves of timber, and 
beautiful streams abounding with game and fish? In the spring the graves of their 
dead were surmounted with an aureole of glory in the bloom of the crab-apple and 
wild plum. The prairies were covered with their many tinted flowers; in autumn 
they wore their rich crown of gold in yellow flowers, for it is a fact that in autumn 
the flowers were mostly yellow, while in spring and summer they were of many 
hues. More beautiful prairies than ours were at that time, it would be hard to find, 
especially to a lover of nature in its wild moods. That the Indians should weep 
upon leaving this beautiful land that contained the graves of their sires and their 
early hopes is not strange. I have been told by an eye witness that when Shawa­
nasse's band left the Rock Village that the scenes were heart rending. How the 
squaws cried aloud and rent their hair; how the men shed tears as they turned their 
backs for the last time on their beautiful home to which they should return no 
more forever; for no more beautiful spot could be found on earth than about Rock 
Village Grove and along the banks of the Kankakee, before the hand of the white 
man had marred its beauties. A magnificent grove of timber and an abundance of 
game, and in former times, immense herds of buffalo and elk, as their numerous 
bones scattered over the prairies would attest. 
. . . There were a number of trails or traces, as they were frequently called by the 
early settlers, leading from Rock Village to different sections of the country. 
Those that seemed to be the most used are as follows: One led from Rock 
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Village· to the Twelve-Mile Grove, t crossing the town of Rockville near where 
the churches now stand, thence to the "Twelve-mile Grove," thence to Hickory 
Creek, crossing that stream near where Uncle Billy Gougar used to live; from 
there into the Desplaines timber and on to Chicago. '" Another trail lead to 
Forked Creek, thence to Reed and Jackson's Grove, t crossing the Desplaines 
River at or near Channahon, thence on to Fox and Rock Rivers. Another trail 
went east, up Rock Creek and across the prairie, to Yellowhead Grove. ~ Still 
another led up to the north branch of Rock Creek to Raccoon Grove § and on to 
Thorne Creek and the Calumet. The trails up and down the Iroquois and Kanka­
kee were in almost constant use. But these trails, like everything else connected 
with the fast fading race, have long since been obliterated, •• and the prairies they 
crossed are not the same-they have not that sense of boundless infinity they pos­
sessed before the hand of civilization was laid upon their mane and shorn them of 
their wild beauty. 
. . . The two great traveled roads at that time, were one crossing the Kankakee at 
Momence and going directly north to Chicago. tt The other crossing the Kanka­
kee at Shobar's crossing, now Waldron, tt thence down the river to Bourbonnais, 
then to Bloom's Grove, ~~ the head of Hickory Creek timber to Cooper's Grove §§ 
and on to Chicago. A branch road leaving the "Twelve-mile Grove," by the way 
• Rock Village was at the mouth of Rock Creek, on the Kankakee River northwest of
 
Kankakee.
 
t Twelve-Mile Grove was on the main branch of Forked Creek, where the village of Wilton 
Center was founded. 
t The remains of Reed's Grove is known as Hoff Woods. Jackson's Grove lined Jackson 
. Creek. 
~ Yellowhead Grove was along Pike Creek, southeast of Grant Park. 
§ Raccoon Grove was south of Monee in the headwaters of Rock Creek. 
•• J.H. Battle described Indian trails: "These were clearly defined paths about a foot or 
eighteen inches wide, cut into the sod of the prairie, sometimes to the depth of ten or twelve inches." 30 
tt This was Hubbard's Trace, precursor of Illinois Route 1. 
tt Waldron = Aroma Park. 
~~ Bloom's Grove was at the junction of Rock Creek and the North Branch of Rock Creek,
 
west of Manteno.
 
§§ Cooper's Grove has become part of the towns of Tinley Park and Oak Forest in southern
 
Cook County.
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of "Five-mile Grove," Hickory Creek and Joliet. • Still another route that was a 
good deal traveled went down the river from Bourbonnais to Forked Creek, to 
Wilmington, to Reed and Jackson's Grove, thence to the various settlements 
throughout the country. 
· .. In those days there were no roads, simply tracks across the prairies. 207 
1883: "History of Kankakee County, Illinois" 
Daniel H. Paddock's lengthy essay can be consulted between the covers of the Atlas of 
Kankakee Co., Illinois. Here is how Mr. Paddock described the Kankakee River and its 
natural resources: 
The Kankakee River has its source in the marsh lands ofNorthwestern Indiana, 
and flows in a tortuous course until it reaches Momence, in this county. Above 
that place, there is not much stone, but from there to its mouth it has generally a 
rock bottom of limestone. It is broad and deep, and susceptible of navigation by 
slack water. From all accounts, in its natural state, with its valley, it probably 
presented as picturesque and fine a sight as is often seen in a prairie country. 
Immense herds of buffalo, or wild oxen, as the French called them, fed upon the 
broad meadows that lay upon either side of it, while its woods were filled with the 
choicest game. Along its banks, the Indians established their villages and made 
their burial places. Numerous mounds are found in the valley, of different sizes, 
one notably large one, on the farm owned by Timothy Dickinson, in Bourbonnais 
Township, near Rock Creek timber, which originally was 100 feet in circumfer­
ence at the base and twenty-two feet high, about the shape of a half globe. It 
must have been built at a very early date, as the writer has been by it hundreds of 
times, and from his earliest recollections a grove of large trees covered its summit. 
It was partially destroyed some few years ago, by some inquisitive persons, and 
the timber cut off. 
The stone quarries are very fine indeed .... 
· .. The stone extends back from the river quite a distance, and up the channel of 
some of the creeks, notably Rock Creek, and on the prairies of Limestone and 
Salina. t 
· .. The Kankakee is susceptible of navigation. . .. the Kankakee will soon 
become a water way. 
· .. There seems practically to be no limit to the stone deposits. . .. Ice is put up 
in great quantities and of the finest qualities. 207 
• This road went from present-day Wilton Center to New Lenox by way of Manhattan. 
t Limestone and Salina Townships are south of the Kankakee River, west of Kankakee. 
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Mr. Paddock made note of the area's major Potawatomi settlements during the early 1800s: 
There were located in Kankakee, • of the Pottawatomie villages, Minemaung or 
Yellow Head, ... located near Sherbournville, t at a place now known as Yellow­
head Point; Waiskuks, near Waldron; ! She-mor-gar (the soldier) or Soldiers' 
Village, in Kankakee; the village of "The tittle Rock," or Shawanassee's at Rock 
Creek. 207 
Bits of information about the former ecology of Kankakee County can be found in Mr. 
Paddock's accounts of the various townships. First we learn about Rockville Township: 
The northeast third of the township is quite level, and in very wet seasons it is 
difficult to cultivate; the balance is high, undulating prairie and timber land. The 
soil of the whole township is extremely fertile, and in favorable seasons produces 
abundantly. At first, it was heavily timbered (or wooded), having some 2,000 
acres of fine forest land (for this country), consisting of white, red and burr oak, 
black and white walnut, ~ sugar maple, shellbark and bitter hickory and red elm; 
wild plum and crab apple were very abundant. § The most of the original timber 
has been cut off, and the land is now in cultivation or in pasture. Rock Creek runs 
through the township, in a general course southwest, entering by two branches on 
the east side, which unite on Section 23, and discharges its waters into the Kanka­
kee River near the southwest comer of the township, running for the last mile and 
a half nearly due south, through a rocky chasm of perpendicular rocks from 
twenty to sixty feet high, once fringed with red cedars on either side, which gave 
it quite a romantic appearance. The stream runs very rapidly through this chasm, 
with a perpendicular fall of six feet. There is a vast amount of limestone, of most 
excellent quality for building purposes, quarries having been opened along the 
stream. 
. . . The first saw mill was built ... on the creek, about a mile from its mouth, in 
the summer of 1842. It was carried away by high water in 1844, but rebuilt the 
next season, and stood until 1869, when it was again swept off .... 
• That is, in Kankakee County. 
t Sherbumville is along Bull Creek, the easternmost tributary of the Kankakee River in Illinois. 
Yellowhead's village was along Pike Creek, four miles to the west. 
! The village was at a ford on the Kankakee River, at the mouth of the Iroquois River. 
~ White walnut = Juglans cinerea (butternut). 
§ Paddock's list of trees is from H.S. Bloom (page 191). 
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· .. One of the most successful stock breeders ... is Mr. Homer C. Castle .... 
And this brings us to speak of the location and extensive business, also something 
of the life of the successful owner of "The American Poland-China' Farm." It is 
located on the northwest quarter of Section 4, ... a beautiful farm, supplied by a 
never-failing stream of water (the South Branch of Forked Creek) .... 
· .. William Vroom, farmer, P.O. Wilmington. '" The South Branch of Forked 
Creek winds its course across the entire farm, supplying all the stock that could be 
put upon the farm, and never failing, being supplied by springs along its route. 207 
Momence Township: 
Although possessing a fine water-power, Momence has been singularly unfortu­
nate in its not having been managed in such a way as to be of practical benefit to 
the best interests of the town. The mills are located on Strunk's Island .... 
Mr. Vail says the French voyagers (doubtless Father La Salle and his companions 
du voyage) brought the red and black raspberry, grapes, wild turnip, the white 
beech and butternut, which they distributed among the Indians along the river. t 207 
Bourbonnais Township: "The first mill was built in 1841, ... two miles below Kankakee, 
on the river. A grist mill was built ... at Altorff in 1858." 207 
Pembroke Township: 'This township is mostly low prairie, with here and there a sandy 
ridge. It is adapted to grazing, and thousands of head of stock are annually pastured here, 
and thousands of tons of hay are either pressed and shipped Or stacked upon the prairie." 207 
St. Anne Township: 
The land is generally a fine gently rolling prairie with a deep, rich soil .... 
· .. It has become quite an important shipping point for grain and hay. . .. A 
large amount of hay is handled yearly. . . . The number of car-loads of grain, 
stock and hay shipped for the four months beginning September 1, 1881 ... was, 
grain, sixty; stock, thirty, and cars of baled hay, thirty-five. In favorable seasons 
Mr. M. Hughes runs four hay presses constantly, the material being obtained from 
the meadow lands of Pembroke and St. Anne Townships. 207 
• This is a breed of swine. 
t La Salle was not a priest. Mr. Paddock's declaration abont the importation of plants seems 
implausible. 
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Aroma Township: 
Aroma was named by James L. Romer (a play upon the surname) who was sent 
out from New York as a collecting agent.... The Wilberts bought forty acres, 
and laid out the village of Aroma. Began the improvement of the water-power in 
February, 1852. They had the dam about half built ... when the firm became 
insolvent. . . . E.R. Beardsley bought this valuable water privilege ... in the fall 
of 1855; the next year he continued the work by cutting the race and completing 
the dam. The mill is of the most substantial character .... 
· .. The saw mill was located south of the grist mill on the bank of the river. It 
was built in 1858 and abandoned about 1866. 
· .. There was very little sickness until the land became more extensively culti­
vated. Mr. Beebe says it was five years before he had the ague (shakes). 
· .. Besides the milling and manufacturing interests are the extensive ice houses 
for storing the pure ice of the Kankakee River. 
· .. The Kankakee Crystal Ice Company was organized ... in 1874.... The 
capacity of the two huge buildings is 42,000 tons, which is shipped mostly to the 
Southern markets. . .. In connection with this business they use about 350 tons of 
hay during the season, obtained from the surrounding country, and from forty to 
forty-five car-loads of saw-dust, obtained from the mills at Lebanon, Ind. 
· .. Lemuel Milk, Esq., is proprietor of the Waldron ice houses. The Waldron ice 
houses were begun by building the first house in 1876. . .. In 1880, he built 
another extensive house adjoining. This year (1882) has seen the completion of 
still another house, above the others on the river, at the mouth of Spring Creek, 
which is only the beginning of a group of such buildings .... 207 
Limestone Township: 
A part of its fertile lands are broken by the outcrop of limestone which gave a 
name to the township, and are known as "The Barrens," which may yet prove to 
be a greater source of revenue to the owners than it is at present. The drainage 
is excellent, although not provided with streams, yet a few brooks and ditches 
suffice. 207 
Essex Township: 
The first bridge across Horse Creek was at Mr. Burd's farm and built in 1850, 
with log abutments, hewn stringers, planks split out of oak logs, pinned down with 
oak pins. 
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· .. The first post office was the Horse Creek office. . .. The nearest office to 
this was the Limestone office .... 
Almond Hawkins carried a weekly mail between the two places. Horse Creek was 
often so swollen as to prevent fording, and no boat with which to make a passage, 
a strong cord was fastened to a wash tub and a stone at the other end of the cord. 
The stone end was then tossed across the stream and the tub very readily pulled 
across the stream and the mail safely landed. 207 
Pilot Township: 
It was so named from the grove located on Section 2, Town 29, and on the north­
east quarter of the same, which served in the early days of the settlement for miles 
round as guide cross the trackless and almost treeless prairies. In going and com­
ing to and from Watseka and Danville, they steered their course by this landmark, 
and in time it came to be called Pilot Grove. 
· .. John Herscher, grain dealer, P.O. Herscher.... He came to ... the town­
ship ... on the 5th of May, 1855. It was then a grand prairie, about the only 
timber being Pilot Grove (an old land-mark to travelers across the prairie), and 
owned by Mr. Morey Frink. On account of the scarcity of timber, they built a 
sod house thatched with slough grass, • in the Swiss style to turn the rain, and 
withal quite comfortable. . .. The nearest grist mill was about twenty miles off, 
on the other side of the Kankakee, and no bridge to cross it by; it being at times 
unfordable .... Mr. Herscher relates an amusing incident of those early days, 
before wagons came in use with them: "Having to drive some eight miles to the 
'Barrens' 1 for firewood, with two yoke of oxen and a sled, in the heat of a July 
day, they drove over a large nest of bumble bees, near a pond of water; the bees, 
in company with the green-head fly, so stung and irritated the cattle as to make 
them frantic. They plunged and broke on a run for the pond, sled, load and all, 
where they broke loose, leaving the wood in the water." 207 
Otto Township: 
The ... name was the suggestion of Supervisor Gubtail, who said that since 
they had an Aroma (significance, the quality of plants which constitutes their 
fragrance), they ought to have their town named Otto (the aromatic principle, 
• Slough grass = Spartina pectinata (prairie cord grass). Itwas used as a covering for farm 
buildiogs. 
1This was the Hawkins Barrens, which occupied about 15 square miles of a dWlefield south 
of the Kankakee River in Limestone Township, west of Kankakee. 102 
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the essential oil of roses or flowers), since their homes were surrounded by acres 
of prairie flowers. 
· .. Alymer, now known as Sugar Island, was surveyed and laid out by Luther 
Gubtail for Henry Ostrander in 1850. Mr. Ostrander built a saw mill on the 
Aroma side of the river in 1849, which in time was abandoned, and a few years 
ago a grist mill was put upon the Otto side with two run of stone. The village site 
is located at the extreme southeast comer of the township, on the Iroquois River, 
which affords good water-power. 207 
Yellow Head Township: "In 1835, there was but little grain of any kind raised; what com 
was planted fell a prey to the myriads of blackbirds." 207 
In November of 1848 James Gay became the first white man to build a cabin on the south 
bank of the Kankakee River at the future site of Kankakee. In the "History of Kankakee 
County," he reminisced, "All was one vast prairie, a wilderness to the longing eye": 
At that time, wolves and deer could be found almost everywhere on the prairie 
south of me, and in the timber where now stands the city of Kankakee. Greatly to 
their annoyance, I took up my abode on the ground south of the river. . .. . .. In 
the summer of 1851, we all hailed with gladness the survey for the I.C.R.R. By 
means of this railroad, the wilderness has become peopled, towns and cities have 
sprung up, the prairie has been converted into magnificent farms, so that the wild 
face of nature has put on smiles to gladden the heart and cheer the eye of man. 207 
Within a few years, Kankakee City was a-building on the north bank of the river: 
The first store building was that of Clark & Roberts .... 
The frame to that building was raised June 1, 1853.... Mr. Pleasant Durham 
says that there was just a road cut through the brush where Court street is, and the 
place for the store could be seen through a little opening in the trees, which served 
as a "shoot" for the lumber for the building to be passed through the brush to its 
destination. 
· .. The charter of the city was obtained in March, 1855.... One of the first acts 
was to ordain against the proprietors of the town and others from cutting timber in 
the streets and alleys of the city. 
· .. May 23, Trustee Bradford moved an ordinance which was passed, as follows: 
'That the Town Constable sell at public auction ... all the wood belonging to the 
town of Kankakee City between the public square and Fifth avenue on Court 
street and Hickory street, and all logs lying on the river bank belonging to said 
town." 
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The cutting of trees by the public became so general that June 11 an ordinance was 
passed prohibiting it and imposing a heavy fine.• 207 
, 
The "History ofKankakee County" includes a briefbiography ofNoel Le Vasseur, a French 
Canadian who first visited the Kankakee valley in 1820. As an agent for the American Fur 
Company, Le Vasseur established trading posts among the local residents: 
He preceeded Gurdon S. Hubbard in that company by one year. The latter and Le 
Vasseur left Mackinaw in a batteau with crew, in 1821-22, for the purpose of 
establishing trading posts amongst the Indians of Eastern Illinois and Western 
Indiana. They voyaged along the western shore ofLake Michigan to the mouth of 
Chicago Creek, t ascending the South Branch of that stream to the portage, where, 
with great labor, they hauled their ten ton boat overland to the Desplaines River, 
down which they proceeded to its junction with the Kankakee, and ascended that 
and the Iroquois to the present site of Watseka, Iroquois County; here, on the 
south bank, near the mouth of Sugar Creek, they built a trading house and fur 
press. Subsequently, this trading post was moved to the present locality of Iro­
quois Village (Old Bunkum). Their collection of furs was sent on pack-horses to 
Chicago, crossing this county by what was known as the Hubbard Trail or Trace, 
afterward the State road. 207 
From Mr. Paddock's discussion of the Swamp Land Act: 
By an act of Congress ... approved September 28, 1850, all the lands denomin­
ated swamp and overflowed lands within the State of Illinois were by the General 
Government ceded to the State. The State in turn ... granted to the counties 
respectively in which the same lay or were situated, all said lands for the purpose 
of constructing the necessary levees and drains to reclaim the same, and the bal­
ance of the lands, if any ... for the purpose of education, or the same may be 
applied to the construction of roads and bridges, or to such other purposes .... 
· .. By an act approved March 1, 1854, the title of the swamp lands lying in 
Kankakee County were vested in that county .... 
· .. The amount of land received under this act by the county was about 40,645 
acres. This land was sold at prices ranging from $1.25 to $3.50 per acre, and the 
county realized about $90,000, which amount was expended upon the roads and 
bridges and ditches of the county, and thousands of acres of good tillable land 
• As George Woodruff explained, "EvelY one in those days regarded the timber as free plun­
der, and only took care not to trespass upon a settler's claim. To steal from 'Uncle Sam,' was regarded 
then (as I fear it still is) as a velY venial sin. Persons who had no claim as settlers, cut down the timber 
and hanled it to the mills, and had it manufactured into lumber for sale." 321 
t Chicago Creek = Chicago River. 
202 
to-day would not have been such but for this provision. Though it is probable that 
had all the money received from this source been expended exclusively for ditching 
on a systematic plan, much more good might have been done. But under all the 
circumstances, it was probably expended as judiciously as public funds are gener­
ally, and as it was practicable to distribute these funds. 
Between the time of the passage of the Swamp Land Act of Congress and the 
selecting of the lands by the county, a large amount of land which properly should 
have came to the county was pre-empted by settlers and patents issued by the 
Government. 207 
1884: "A Brief Sketch of the Geography, Early Settlement 
and Civil Organization of Iroquois County, Illinois" 
This sketch is part of W.R. Brink's IllustratedAtlas Map ofIroquois County: 
The general surface of the county is a gently undulating prairie. The bottoms 
along the Iroquois River and the larger streams are generally narrow and were 
originally covered with a heavy growth of valuable timber, the choicest of which 
has been cut and sent to market; yet there still remains a sufficient amount for all 
local demands. The timber is confined to narrow belts stretching along the banks 
of the various water courses, and occasionally jutting out into the prairies. 
· .. Among the most common varieties of timber are the different species of oak, 
hickory, walnut, butternut, ironwood, wild cherry, ash, sugar maple, soft maple, 
elm, linden, sycamore, buckeye, mulberry, cottonwood, hackberry and honey 
locust. • Wild plum, crab apple, sassafras and hazel bushes abound in some locali­
ties. There are a few natural groves and a number of artificial ones scattered 
throughout the county, consisting chiefly of hard and soft maple, elm and fruit 
trees, and the osage orange for hedges have been planted on the prairies and add 
much beauty by their presence to the landscape. 
The Iroquois River, with its numerous tributaries traversing in almost every direc­
tion, present an admirable system of natural drainage. This stream enters the 
county from the east ... , making numerous bends and crooks. . . . It is naviga­
ble for flatboats from the northern line of the county to Watseka; above this point 
it is smaller and more shallow. An excellent quality of fish abound in its waters, 
furnishing a pleasant pastime for the angler, as well as a most delicious diet. 
· .. A few years ago there were a large number of sloughs and swamps through­
out the county, which, by an extensive ditching system, have been drained, and 
thereby thousands of acres have been redeemed to the agriculturist. Many of 
those old sloughs are now regarded as the richest corn-producing lands in the 
• This list of trees appears to have been adapted from E.S. Ricker's listing in the 1880 History 
ofIroqUOiS County (page 145). 
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state. The benefit resulting from tile-draining, which was introduced only a few 
years ago, is fuIly realized, and appreciated by the farming community, and as its 
importance becomes more generaIly understood it will be more extensively used 
and millions of wealth thereby added to the agricultural interests of the county. 
To give the reader an idea to what extent artificial draining is being conducted 
here, it is only necessary to state that in Artesia' over forty-five miles of tile and 
ditch-draining have been completed, and contracts already let which, when fin­
ished, wiIl make fuIly eighty miles in the township. 
· .. There is very little land that is not susceptible of cultivation and that will not 
yield rich returns to the agriculturist if properly drained. The soil is a heavy black 
vegetable mold, varying from one and a half to two feet deep, and nearly uniform 
throughout the county. In dry seasons the bottoms produce immense crops. 
· .. The acreage of pasturage and meadow is being yearly increased, indicating a 
tendency on the part of farmers to take advantage of the great facilities nature has 
furnished for stock-raising. 
· .. It will be observed that all the earliest settlements were made in the edge of 
the timber and along the banks of the streams, where a rude pole or hewed log 
cabin could be quickly and easily constructed, and where fuel and water could be 
readily obtained. Other reasons were in that early period, the prairies were sup­
posed to be unfit for cultivation, and in many places the flies and insects were so 
numerous that it was impossible for either man or beast to endure them. The 
inhabitants continued to cluster in the region of the timber even until the building 
of the Illinois Central Railroad in 1853.... In 1835, a colony of Norwegians, 
consisting of some thirty families, settled on Beaver Creek. Being careless in their 
habits and unaccustomed to the climatic changes, they were attacked with ague 
and bilious fever and in two years more than fifty of them had died. 
· .. The building of the Illinois Central Railroad through this county in 1853, gave 
it a new impetus, and may be properly termed the second epoch in the history of 
Iroquois County. 308 
1884: Lake County, Indiana, 1884 
Eleven years after his first historical review of Lake County, Timothy H. BaIl published a 
sequel. Between the covers of his second book, the Reverend Mr. BaIl revealed, 
The impetus given to agriculture and stockraising by means of the rail-road trans­
portation brought almost to the doors of the farmers led to still larger encroach­
ments upon the areas of the open prairie. . .. The wolves and the deer were 
exterminated or driven away to wilder resorts, no place was left where the grouse 
• Artesia Township is the home of Buckley, in the southwest part of Iroquois County. 
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could in safety make their nests and watch over their broods, no room was left for 
the sand-hill cranes to occupy in holding their councils and their dances, the polar 
plant and the phlox and the other rich flowering plants of the wild prairie were 
destroyed .... 
· .. Of the settlers ... many yet remain and are with us here to-day. But in a few 
years more all these will be gone, and there will be none left who saw these groves 
before a white man's axe had felled the old monarchs of the wood, those trees 
under which the Indian youth and maidens sported; none who saw these prairies in 
their fresh, virgin beauty and loveliness, so gay with flowers in summer time, so 
grand when over them swept the autumn fires, when the pinnated grouse' seemed 
to be everywhere, before one weed, one Canada thistle, one dandelion, one leaf of 
white clover had here appeared; there will be none left who saw here the Pottawa­
tomies, amid the abundant herds of deer and the numerous packs of prairie 
wolves . 
· .. The weed seeds peculiar to the western prairies sprang up over our prairie soil 
soon after our plow shares turned under the native green sward, seeds which had 
been left buried in the earth, it may be, by the old farmer Mound Builders a thou­
sand years ago. 
· .. let us pass now to the wild and beautiful prairie. . .. Out of this soil grew the 
true prairie grass, the rosin-weed or polar plant, t and the prairie burdock or 
dock.; Of this characteristic polar plant, Silphium laciniatum, the botanist Wood 
well says, "producing columns of smoke in the burning prairies by its copious 
resin." ~ There are those yet living in Lake county who in childhood witnessed the 
great fires that swept in upon us from the Grand Prairie of Illinois, who can say 
with one of Ossian's heroes, "The columns of smoke pleased well mine eyes." 
This plant grew from five to seven feet high. The burdock, or prairie dock we 
called it here, Silphium terebinthinacium, exuded resin but not so abundantly, had 
broad leaves, from seven to twelve inches and from one, Wood says, to two feet 
in length. These plants have nearly perished from our prairie region now. No 
• Pinnated grouse = greater prairie-chicken.
 
t Rosin-weed or polar plant = Stlphtum lactntatum (compass plant).
 
; Prairie burdock or dock = Silphtum terebtnthtnaceum (prairie dock).
 
~ Mr. Ball was quoting Alphonso Wood's Class-Book ofBotany. 320
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children chew purer or nicer gum than the pioneer children of the prairies gathered 
there in abundance from the polar plant. It cost no pennies. It could be had fresh 
every day in midsummer. 
... The soil, or the muck, the mud, and the sand, (sometimes with clay lying not 
far from the surface, sometimes practically, as some of the rail-roads find it, 
bottomless,) which is usually covered with water, as found in our small marshes, 
in our lakes, and in the Calumet and Kankakee rivers, produces a number of true 
aquatic plants. . .. Of these the water lily, Nymphaea odorata, • may well stand 
first. . .. The yellow pond lily comes next, Nuphar advena t . . • • The third of 
these is probably a water shield or target, Brasenia peltata. I The cat-tail, Typha 
latifolia, ~ may next be named as very abundant, called also reed mace. There are 
many rushes and sedges. These used to form nice nesting places for the marsh 
black-birds § and the bobolinks. Conspicuous among these water plants in the 
early summer is the blue flag, Iris versicolor. .. Along the Kankakee and in the 
various bayous grow water needles tt in abundance. Another of these river plants 
is called Indian hemp. II The cranberry, Oxycoccus, Wis a native in many of the 
marshes, and with it is often found a luxuriant water moss. §§ ••• The channels of 
the rivers are usually more free from vegetation, and the central parts of the large 
marshes and of the lakes are "open water;" but along the margins the growth is 
dense, varied, and luxuriant. So dense and luxuriant is the growth on the Kanka­
kee marsh land, that when the marsh becomes dry in the autumn time it is danger­
ous for an inexperienced footman to venture into that tall spring and summer 
growth. He is likely to become lost as though in a tangled wilderness. And when, 
late in the autumn, fires sweep over this marsh land, the scene is magnificent. 
• Water lily, Nymphaea odorata = fragrant water lily. 
t Yellow pOlld lily, Nuphar advena = N. luteum ssp. macrophyllum. 
I Water shield or target, Brasenia peltata =B. schreberi. 
~ Cat-tail, Typha latifolia = broad-leaved cattail. 
§ Marsh black-bird =red-winged blackbird. 
.. Blue flag, Iris versicolor = 1. shrevei. 
tt Water needles = ?Bidens spp. (beggar ticks, stick-tights, bur marigold, tickseed, Spanish 
needles). 
II Indian hemp = ?Apocynum cannabinum. 
~~ Cranberry, Oxycoccus = Vaccinium macrocarpon. 
§§ Water moss = Sphagnum. 
206 
... The last division of our vegetation to be noticed is the timber growth in the 
Kankakee marsh region. A part of this region is swamp. In this grow ash, elm, 
sycamore, birch, willow, maple, and cotton-wood, with a thick growth of under­
brush, or puckerbrush. • Through this latter growth neither man nor dog can 
travel rapidly. On the islands here, which are generally sandy, grow red oak, black 
oak, jack oak, t hickory, sycamore, maple, pepperidge or gum-tree, (Nyssa multi­
flora,) : beech, and black-walnut. Also some elm. 18 
Mr. Ball provided a technical list of about 240 species of flowering plants and ferns in Lake 
County. Asters, goldenrods, and grasses were not enumerated. 
Edwin Dinwiddie contributed a chapter about the fauna ofLake County, which says in part, 
Elk horns have been found here, and the inference is easily drawri that Elk once 
inhabited our county. ~ Deer, once numerous, are still occasionally seen and more 
rarely shot on the islands of the Kankakee marsh. Beaver have undoubtedly once 
dwelt in what is now Lake county, but they disappeared before the advent of the 
white man. Some few Opossums have been killed in Lake county, but they were 
probably stragglers from counties farther south. Musk-rats and Mink are very 
abundant, as is attested by the fact of at least $7,000.00 worth of fur being taken 
on the Kankakee marsh the past season. . .. Raccoon are numerous on some of 
the ridges in the swamp, and are readily caught by the help of dog and axe. § Four 
species of squirrels are numerous in the timber; and grey Ground Squirrels" and 
striped Gophers tt are found on the prairies and grass lands. Chipmunks, Ground­
hogs or Wood-chucks, and Moles are occasionally found. Rabbits are, in places, 
• Mr. Ball equated puckerbrush with underbrush. This usage is still current in the Kankakee 
valley. "Puckerbrush" refers iu a general way to any of a Humber of shrubs that form dense thickets, 
such as black chokeberry (Aronia melanocarpa) and purple chokeberry (A. prunifolia). 
t In the 1800s the name 'Jack oak" was sometimes given to scrubby oaks and oak sprouts 
in general. In this instance, perhaps the author applied the name to a distinctive form of black oak 
(Quercus velutina). 
: Pepperidge or gum-tree (Nyssa multiflora) =N. sylvatica (black gum). 
~ Among the "antiques, relics, and curiosities, presented by T.R. Ball" at Lake County's 50­
year anniversary celebration was "a part of a large elk horn, found imbedded in the West Creek low 
land on the farm of Joshua P. Spalding." 18 
§ Raccoons were treed with dogs. Then the trees were chopped down. 
.. Grey Ground Squirrel = Franklin's ground squirrel. 
tt Striped Gopher = thirteen-lined ground squirrel. 
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very numerous, and destructive to young orchards and shrubbery. Badgers and 
Hedgehogs' have never been very numerous and are almost extinct here. On 
many of the islands in the marsh and in some more frequented places is found the 
most disagreeable of all the fur-bearing animals. This is the Striated Weasel or 
Skunk, often, though improperly, called a Polecat.... The Common Weasel t is 
sometimes found, but never numerous. Otter are still to be seen along the Kanka­
kee. In the early settlement of the county Prairie Wolves were very numerous and 
bold. They were mostly the common brownish wolf, but there were a few nearly 
black. Large grey timber Wolves inhabited the south part of Eagle Creek town­
ship, and have been known to come around the farm houses and both play and 
fight with the dogs. Foxes are still numerous and sometimes troublesome. Fox 
hunts are indulged in, and if well conducted are usually successful. In 1837 or 
1838 a Wild-cat was killed at the head of Cedar Lake. From 1855 to 1867 two 
were often seen and heard in Pleasant Grove and vicinity, and in the latter year one 
was killed at Bostwick Prairie. Though persons out at night since then have 
reported seeing a Lynx no well authenticated instance of it is known. I Bats are 
numerous in dark woods and old buildings, but are never troublesome. Three 
species of Mice are found here, the common domestic mouse, ~ which follows 
civilization, the field mouse, § and a white-throated and sometimes white-footed 
timber mouse.•• Common brown Norway Rats are numerous and destructive 
around barns, and sometimes in the grain fields. 
The most majestic as well as the most rare of the birds ofLake county is the White 
Swan. . .. Wild Geese and Brants are found in great numbers in the spring and 
fall, but nest here only to a very limited extent. . .. The principal varieties found 
here are the Mallard, Blue Wing Teal, Widgeon, Wood-duck, Spoon-bill, tt and 
Spike-tail. II The Ducks are found in such numbers that club houses are built for 
the convenience of hunters from other places in the hunting season. About three 
• Hedgehog = porcupine. Pages 232 and 276 provide further infonnation about porcupines in 
the Kankakee valley. 
t Common Weasel = long-tailed weasel. 
I A footnote on page 121 discusses the identity of wildcats and lynx iu the region. 
~ Common domestic mouse = house mouse. 
§ Field mouse = vole. 
•• White-throated and sometimes white-footed timber mouse = ?deer mouse and white-footed 
mouse. 
tt Spoon-bill = northern shoveler. 
It Spike-tail = northern pintail. 
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hundred and twenty men, making a business of hunting on the Kankakee marsh, 
bag an average of two hundred ducks each. This would give 64,000. That this is 
not by any means an over-estimate is easily believed when it is known that two 
men have killed and bagged 280 ducks in a single day, and one man has killed 
2,300 in a single season. . .. The Northern Diver or Loon is sometimes seen. 
Mud Hens and Rice or Reed Birds' are quite numerous. '" our white and bluish 
Sand-hill Cranes ... are often seen in flocks of from five up to two or three hun­
dred feeding on the grass or stubble fields. . .. There are also white and bluish 
Water Cranes. 1 These are nearly always solitary, or not more than two together, 
and are only found in low wet places. Another solitary bird is the common 
Thunder-Pumper *.... Jack-snipe, Sand-snipe, and Plover, ~ are quite common. 
Rail and Woodcock complete the list of wading birds. 
The most destructive of the dry-land birds as well as the most numerous are the 
common crow-black-birds § which are found every summer and fall in immense 
flocks doing great damage to all kinds of game. They are nearly always accom­
panied in nearly equal numbers by the Red-wing Troopials or Blackbirds ••.... 
. . . Wild Pigeons 11 sometimes, though rarely, come in large flocks, but usually in 
very moderate numbers. Meadow-larks, Mourning-doves, Robins, Blue-jays, 
Cat-birds, Wrens, Thrushes, Mocking-birds, English Sparrows, ~~ two species of 
Martins, three of Swallows, four varieties of Wood-peekers, and several varieties 
of wild Canaries, ware all found in considerable numbers. Snow-birds §§ are 
• Mud Hen = American coot; Rice or Reed Bird = bobolink. 
1White Water Crane = great egret; bluish Water Crane = great blue heron. 
~ Conunon Thunder-Pumper = American bittern. 
~ Jack-snipe = conunon snipe (Wilson's snipe); Sand-snipe =? greater yellowlegs or? lesser 
yellowlegs; Plover = ? upland sandpiper. 
§ Conunon crow-black-bird = conunon grackle. 
.. Red-wing Troopial or Blackbird = red-winged blackbird. 
11 Wild Pigeon = passenger pigeon. 
It English Sparrow = house sparrow. 
~~ The American goldfinch is conunonly called the "wild canary." Because Mr. Dunwidclie 
referred to "several varieties of wild Canaries," perhaps he was applying the name to a number of other 
small finches or sparrows. "Wild canary" is an obsolete name for the yellow warbler. 20 
§§ Snow-bird = dark-eyed junco. 
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plenty in the winter season. Humming-birds of two varieties' are sometimes, 
though seldom seen, but never captured. The Kill-dee 1 and the Whip-poor-will 
may often be heard in the twilight, giving the call from which they receive their 
names. Crows, four species of Owls and two of Hawks, are natives here. 
Buzzards f are numerous but not native. ~ Eagles of two kinds, once often seen, 
are now quite rare. The Wild Turkey once found in considerable flocks is now 
hard to find, only occasionally revisiting its old haunts. Grouse or Prairie Chickens 
are still present in quite large numbers, but are rapidly diminishing as their nesting 
places are being broken up for cultivation. The last few winters have been severe 
on Quails, so that they are scarcer than they formerly were. Pheasants § are found 
in the large groves, but never very abundant. 
· .. Four varieties ofLizards, .. all harmless, are known to exist here; but owing to 
their modest habits of living in dark cellars and out of the way places they are not 
often seen. Only two varieties of turtles are found, the common Mud Turtle and a 
larger Snapping Turtle. Three kinds of Frogs are found, the small green frog very 
abundant. Between three and four hundred green frogs were taken from three 
post-holes which had been left uncovered for a few days. Common Toads and 
Tree-toads 11 are numerous .... 
· .. Rattlesnakes, once very abundant, are happily fast disappearing. Black­
snakes, Bull-snakes or Water-snakes are not often found. On the contrary, the 
harmless little green and striped snakes seem to increase in numbers as the others 
disappear. The writer wishes here to protest against the indiscriminate slaughter, 
by the thoughtless, of everything that bears the obnoxious name of "Snake." 
· .. The department of Articulates comprises such a multitude of Insects that not 
much more than the merest mention is possible here. There is a very great number 
• The only species of hummingbird in the region is the ruby-throated hummingbird. 
The female and male differ markedly in their plumage; perhaps this difference was the basis 
for Dunwiddie's mention of two varieties. 
1Kill-dee = Killdeer. 
f Buzzard = vnIture. 
~ In other words, vnIturesdid not breed in the county. 
§ Pheasant = ruffed grouse. 
"'''' These "Lizards" are salamanders. 
tt Co=on Toad =American toad, or Fowler's toad, or both; Tree-toad = a member of the 
gray treefrog complex. 
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of varieties of Moths and Butterflies, many of them very brilliant and beautiful. 
Four species of Gnats, four of Mosquitoes and ten of Flies, are a little bother­
some, while Honey-bees, Sweat-bees, Bumble-bees, Yellow-jackets, Wasps and 
Hornets, while they cannot write their names, often contrive to "make their mark." 
Locusts occasionally appear and Katy-dids annually sing in the trees. There are 
fifteen or twenty species of Beetles of which the Colorado Potato Bug is the best 
known. Grasshoppers are numerous and lively. Curculio do great damage to 
fruit. There are at least five species of Ants and two of Crickets well known. 
Fire-flies are numerous, and at least five species of Spiders. One species of Fleas 
and one of Bed-bugs are all that is necessary. There are unnumbered hosts of 
small Bugs and Insects, and a great variety of Worms, many of which however are 
only embryo insects. The only Crustacean is the fresh water Craw-fish. In the 
Department of Mollusks there are only four known species here. Three species of 
Snails and fresh-water Clams. 18 
Timothy Ball further stated, 
When putting on the roof of the Rockwell-house in Crown Point V. Holton and 
others saw coming out from Brown's Point and passing out across the prairie to 
School Grove' a drove of deer, one bounding after the other, according to their 
best count, in number one hundred and eleven. 
. . . The wild geese were in great abundance here for the last time, probably, in the 
spring of 1882. A certain knoll, containing about seven acres of land, southward 
from Plum Grove, t was that spring very attractive to the Kankakee geese. From 
four o'clock in the morning until about nine o'clock different flocks would arrive 
at this grassy knoll until some five acres would be literally covered with these 
beautiful water-fowls, apparently as thickly crowded as they well could stand. 
How many thousands it would take to thus cover one acre has not here been com­
puted. One sportsman succeeded in shooting fifty-nine in one day, wary as they 
were and inaccessible as was their resting place. 18 
Referring to the area around Cedar Lake, Timothy Ball mused, 
Here roamed the buffalo or bison in the days of the first French explorers, elk 
were here, as their horns have been found in the lake and in the West Creek 
bottom, deer were found here in abundance by the white settlers and a few wild 
• There were two School Groves in Lake COllllty. This one was less than a mile southeast of 
Crown Point. 
t Plum Grove was at the northern edge of the Kankakee River bottomland, 10 miles east of the 
Illinois-Indiana line. 
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turkeys and black bears; and for small game, prairie chickens, water fowls, and for 
fish, as well as for fur bearing animals, no region could easily surpass this. 18 
Mr. Ball marveled at the abundance offurbearers in the region. He described the yield from 
the Calumet River basin, immediately north of the Kankakee valley: 
One trapper and his son caught this last fall some fifteen hundred muskrats and 
mink. The same trapper has taken in one trapping season, including fall, winter, 
and spring, about three thousand. From twenty thousand to forty thousand have 
been taken in a season in past years by the different trappers. . .. It was estimated 
by those who had experience as trappers that in the fall of 1883 there were forty 
thousand rats' on the lands claimed by the Tolleston Club Company. 18 
Mr. Ball turned his attention to the Kankakee River wetlands: 
To leave for a few moments the Calumet, the intelligent citizen of Lake will 
remember that we have along our southern border, on some twenty miles or more 
of the Kankakee River and on fifty square miles of that noted marsh, a still richer 
fur producing region even than this which has just been noticed. And when it is 
recalled to mind that in early days, when the pioneer settlers came, Deep River and 
our three large creeks and the Lake of Cedars 1 were all abounding in these fur­
bearing animals, that not only musk-rat and mink, but many otter and some beaver 
used to be found here, and large numbers of raccoon,-the statement having come 
to some of those pioneers that three Indians caught here in one season thirteen 
hundred raccoon which they sold for sixteen hundred and twenty-five dollars-and 
that our small marshes were then, as some even yet continue to be, the abodes of 
the musk-rat,-it will be evident that it would be difficult to find in all that then 
was called the West a richer furbearing region than was included in the present 
county of Lake. Venturing still to continue this digression it may be stated here 
that in the Kankakee trapping region of our county there are two rows of trapper 
grounds; the lower along the Kankakee River, the upper comprising wet marsh 
land that does not lie on the river. One of the trappers on this upper range, whose 
"claim" covers some two square miles, or twelve hundred acres, obtained from his 
grounds fifteen hundred and forty rats in one season. Taking the two lines of 
trapper camps across the county and the annual yield of Kankakee fur may be 
placed at thirty thousand musk-rat skins, and several hundred mink skins. The 
, musk-rat skins sell at an average of fifteen dollars a hundred, making four thou­
sand five hundred dollars received by these trappers each year for musk-rat alone. 
Some eighteen years ago mink skins were sold for ten dollars apiece. Now they 
• Rat =muskrat. 
1The Deep River is in the Calumet River valley. The three creeks and the lake are in the 
Kankakee River valley. 
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do not sell for more than one dollar apiece. Five thousand dollars annually is not a 
high estimate for the Kankakee fur of the county; and this for the fifty years now 
past would make another quarter million of dollars; which added to the value of 
the fur in the Calumet region,-from which region this long digression was made, 
this flight to the Kankakee, in order to bring up this other two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars-this united sum of a round half million of dollars, makes a fair 
income as received by the trappers .... 18 
1884: "Preliminary Examination of Kankakee River, Indiana" 
The following paragraphs are by James C. Post, Captain of Engineers at the United States 
Engineer Office in Cincinnati. 
The Kankakee River rises in the northern portion of Indiana. It flows in a south­
westerly direction, draining an area of about 1,600 square miles in that State, 
which is for the most part an unreclaimed marsh. . .. It is about 313 miles in 
length, of which about 242 miles are in Indiana, according to the survey of Father· 
Joseph A Stephan, formerly the chief engineer of the Kankakee Valley Draining 
Company, and the remaining 71 miles in lllinois. 
From its mouth to Warner's Landing, • a distance of about 33 miles, the river has 
been improved by the construction of four locks and dams, giving slackwater navi­
gation, which enabled the commerce of the river to reach the Illinois and Michigan 
Canal. Three of these locks and dams were built by the Kankakee Company .... 
The remaining lock and dam was constructed by the State of Illinois. 
• Warner's Landing was on the river close to the line between Kankakee and Will CoWlries. 
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... Since it appears that there is little or no commerce to be benefited by the 
removal of tillS bar, and that it may even be detrimental to such navigation as there 
is, • this river cannot be said to be "worthy of improvement" as proposed, if com­
merce to be alone considered. If, however, agricultural development is be taken 
into account, then it may be regarded "worthy of improvement." 218 
1884: "Report of Mr. A. Leslie Duvall, Assistant Engineer" 
A. Leslie Duvall was an Assistant Engineer employed by the U.S. Army. During the late 
summer and fall of 1884, he eXanllned the Kankakee River as far upstream as Momence. 
His report enumerates all of the dams on the river: 
About 1V. nilles above Momence is the highest part of the natural rock bar or 
dam through which it is desired to cut a channel; this bar or dam is limestone in 
strata or layers, in some instances only 2 or 3 inches thick. The banks of the river 
. at and near Momence are low and flat, particularly so above that point, where I 
think they are not over 15 feet above the lowest water; farther up in Indiana the 
marshes begin, and a rise of about 8 feet will flood the lands for from 3 to 5 miles 
each side of the river. Below Momence the banks gradually get higher down to 
Waldron, r and so on to Kankakee, and from thence down are well defined, and 
range from about 25 to 35 feet above low water. There have never been any 
overflows below Momence that I could hear of. There are ten dams on this river 
from Momence to its mouth; two at Momence, the upper one 3 feet, and the 
lower one (which leaks considerably) 7 feet high, built under authority granted by 
State of Illinois February 10, 1837. The one at Waldron, 6Y2 feet high, was built 
in 1853, by E.R. Beardsley .... 
The dam at Kankakee, 8 feet high, was built in 1859 ... , This dam backs water 
up to Waldron, about 5 miles above .... 
There was a dam at Altorf, 7 nilles below Kankakee, about 6 feet high, which 
backed the water up for 3 nilles; it was nearly destroyed by ice about eight years 
ago, and has never been repaired; there is hardly a vestige of it remaining; it was 
built about 1860 .... 
The dams of the Kankakee Company were built by authority of the State of Illinois, 
under charter granted to Kankakee and Iroquois Navigation and Manufacturing 
Company in 1847, and are as follows, viz: 
• The bar consisted of bedrock in the riverbed near Momence. An earlier investigation by the 
Corps of Engineers determined that removal of this rock would lower water levels upstream from that 
point, and "would add materially to the difficulty of extending the navigation at any future time." 218 
rWaldron; Aroma Park. 
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Dam No.4 (upper dam), at head of Alden's Island, Wilmington, Ill., is 1,000 feet 
long and 16 feet high; there is a solid masonry lock here, 15 feet lift. 
Dam No.3, Wilmington, across main branch, south side of island, is a low mill­
dam. 
Dam No.2, Wilmington, at foot of Alden's Island is 11 feet high, with masonry 
lock 10';2 feet lift. 
Dam No.1, 4 miles below Dam No.2, at Wilmington, is ... 12 feet high, and is 
built of solid masonry, with masonry lock of 8 feet lift. 
The State dam, three-quarters of a mile below Dam No.1, is 950 feet long, with 
masonry lock which connects with feeder of Illinois and Michigan Canal. This 
system of slackwater extends up to Warner's Landing, 12 miles above Wilming­
ton, a distance of 33 miles from the mouth of the river. 
· .. Dam No.4 was injured by ice in spring of 1883, and slight repairs have been 
made by individuals to keep up water-power. '" Above Momence, or rather 
above the rock bar mentioned, the river is said to be navigable for small steam­
boats ... up to Baum's Bridge, a distance of 120 miles.• There are two mill­
dams (described above) below the rock-bar, draining channels on each side of an 
island; these dams seem to back water over the crest of the rock-bar, where, on 
Friday, October 24, I found about 1';2 feet of water; but the wind was blowing a 
gale up the river, and probably in connection with the downward current banked 
the water higher at that point than it would have been on a calm day. I was 
informed that the higher portion of this rock-bar is bare at low water. ... The 
highest water at Momence rises about 10 feet, but from Waldron down the rise in 
high water is not over 8 feet. 
· .. The principal object in view by the persons desiring the improvement asked 
above Momence (as far as I can learn by careful inquiry) is the drainage of the 
Kankakee swamp lands. 112 
1884: The History of the Early Settlement ofChebanse Township 
Joseph Haigh's history of Chebanse Township tells how simple it once was to raise cattle in 
Iroquois County: 
For ten years after the first settlement of the township, there was a large amount 
of uninclosed land; and stock raising was followed much more than in later years. 
• Duvall relied on an erroneous report. The actual distance from Momence to Baum's Bridge 
was approximately 55 miles (see a footnote on page 139). 
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Almost every farmer had a herd of cattle, the size of which was limited only by the 
amount of his means and ability to take care of them. At that time cattle were 
allowed to run at large, and crops had to be fenced in. 134 
The Iroquois River supplied power for mills at Sugar Island, near the line between Iroquois 
County and Kankakee County: 
Henry Ostrander and his brother, Canadians, were the pioneers of Sugar Island. 
Henry improved the farm just above the dam, and his brother built the saw mill for 
Mr. Maybe, about 1851. The mill stood on the east side of the river: and several 
years ago, Mr. Brown turned it into a grist mill. Six years ago, the present owners, 
Doll & Irps, moved it to the west side of the river, built a new dam, put the mill in 
good order, and are now doing a satisfactory business. 134 
Chebanse Township helped fuel the Civil War: 
During the latter part of the war there was a great demand for hay to supply the 
army; and hundreds of tons of wild hay was bought, and stacked in the west part 
of the village. Five dollars a ton was the price paid, and the quality was sometimes 
very poor; but every load was eagerly bought and stacked up. '" When the war 
closed the demand stopped at once, and hundreds of tons were on hand and imme­
diately became worthless. The long rows of stacks stood there for about a year, 
and then took fire and burned; together with the barn and the press. 134 
1884: "The Kankakee River, Its Peculiarities, Its Marsh Lands and Islands" 
John Brown wrote this essay for Lake County's semi-centennial celebration. 
The source of the Kankakee River is in St. Joseph county. . .. It is a slow slug­
gish stream. . .. It being very crooked and the land on either side being low and 
marshy, the water moves off very slowly, and these low lands, forming what is 
familiarly known as the Kankakee Marsh, are for quite a period of time each year 
covered with from one to three feet of water. About six sections of this marsh 
land in the southeast comer of our county are covered with timber, composed 
mostly of ash and elm with some sycamore and gum • trees. The balance of these 
wet lands, running west to the State line, is open marsh, covered with a luxuriant 
growth of wild grasses, wild rice and flags. It is the home of the water fowl and 
musk-rat, and a paradise for hunters. The number of acres of this wet land in the 
Kankakee valley in Lake county is about sixty thousand, and in the seven counties 
through which the Kankakee river flows in this State is about six hundred thou­
sand. Various projects have been proposed for draining this vast body of rich 
• Gum = Nyssa sylvatica (black gum). 
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land, but up to this time but little has been accomplished. Messrs. Cass and 
Singleton now have two large steam dredges at work in this county on these lands, 
and it is expected that much good will result from their work. It is only a question 
of time when these lands win an be drained, ... and lying as they do at the very 
doors of Chicago, the greatest stock and grain market in the world, it would be 
strange if they long remain in their present almost worthless condition. Some 
portions of these lands are high dry ground, like an island in the ocean, and as they 
are often entirely surrounded with water they are called islands. The most promi­
nent of these in Lake county are Beach Ridge, Red Oak, Warner, Funer, Ridge, 
Brownen, Laney, Curve, Skunk, Long White Oak, Round White Oak, South 
Island, Wheeler Island, and many smaner ones. These islands have an once been 
covered with a heavy growth of timber; but the farmers living on the prairies north 
of the marsh have stripped most of them of all that is desirable. This hauling 
timber from these islands and from the ash swamp further east, a few years ago 
was the farmers' winter harvest, and was called swamping. . .. Many of the 
islands where the timber has been cut off are now excenent grazing land ... , and 
some good farms are already under cultivation. Many old land marks go to show 
that these lands bordering on the Kankakee river were, before the white man came, 
the favorite stamping grounds of the Indians. Many of the islands have their 
mounds and burying grounds, and on some of them are plats of ground which still 
hold the name of the Indians' gardens. I have never seen larger or finer grapes 
grown anywhere than some which I have gathered on these islands and which were 
planted by the Indians. 73 
1889: Portrait and Biographical Album of Vermilion County, Illinois 
Benjamin Ziegler moved to the prairie southeast of Hoopeston in 1858. According to 
Ziegler's biographer, his nearest neighbor was two miles away. 
Prairie wolves were numerous, compelling the settler to house his stock at night, 
wild game was plentiful, and deer, ducks, geese and prairie chickens were in such 
abundance that dogs were kept and trained to keep them from the farmer's grain 
fields, and the pioneer's table was wen supplied with delicacies, the fruit of his 
gun. 87 
1889: "Preliminary Sketch of the Aquatic and Shore Birds 
of the Kankakee Region" 
Maurice Thompson, Indiana's State Geologist, prepared this article about water birds. His 
list covers 49 species-"all the birds commonly alluded to as aquatic and shore birds so far 
reported to me from the Kankakee Yaney, or identified by me in that region"-including the 
fonowing: 
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The field plover, or bull head
 
(Charadrius dominicus), • common on
 
wet meadows near the Kankakee in
 
spring and autumn. A great table
 
delicacy and much sought after for the
 
market by "pot-hunters."
 
· .. Grass plover, or prairie pigeon (Bartramia longicaudo), t not common; rare, 
perhaps, but seen in mid-summer 1885. 
· .. Whooping crane (Grus Americana), one or two seen, but quite uncommon. 
Sandhill crane (Grus pratensis), not seen, though reported. 
· .. Coot (Fulica Americana), found in the worst marshes where the grass and 
weeds are very thick and tall in a slush of water and bog-mud. 
· .. Wild goose (Anser albifrons gambeli), ; one bird killed in 1876, frequently 
seen III spnng. 
Common wild goose (Bernicla canadensis), ~ quite numerous in spring and fall, 
large flocks settling down for a week or ten days. 
White brant (Chen hyperboreus) § is seen in considerable flocks flying over, but 
rarely alighting. 291 
In addition to 49 species of true aquatic and shore birds, Maurice Thompson added a 
parenthetic note about one associated species: "I insert here the marsh blackbird (Ageloeus 
phoenicens), .. because it is the bird oftenest seen in all the grassy marshes of the whole 
Kankakee region. It swarms everywhere." 291 
• Field plover or bull head (Charadrius dominicus) = lesser golden-plover. 
t Grass plover, or prairie pigeon (Bartramia longicauda) = upland sandpiper. 
; The trinomial Anser albifrons gambelli is now applied the Tule goose, a western North 
American subspecies of the greater white-fronted goose. The subspecies that migrates across the 
Kankakee valley is A. albifrons albifrons. 
~ Common wild goose (Bernicla canadensis) =Cauada goose. 
§ White brant (Chen hyperboreus) = snow goose. 
.. Marsh blackbird (Ageloeus phoenicens) = red-winged blackbird. 
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1889: "Preliminary Sketch of the Characteristic Plants 
of the Kankakee Region" 
To accompany his article about Kankakee River birds, Maurice Thompson prepared a paper 
about the region's vegetation. He offered seven pages as "the merest sketch containing a 
few of the plants most characteristic of the region drained by the Kankakee River." The 
following remarks about three tree species are a sampling of his observations. 
Regarding the paper birch, Thompson stated, "This is reported on the Kankakee, but I have 
not seen it." Although the paper birch (Betula papyrifera) is native to northwestern Indiana, 
it is not known to occur outside of cultivation in the Kankakee valley of Illinois. The same 
is true of the American beech, for which Thompson observed, "The beech (Fagus 
jerruginea) • is not common, but by no means rare along the higher bottomlands of the 
river." 292 -
Box elders grow like weeds in moist woodlands and on idle ground throughout the Kankakee 
region, but a comment by Maurice Thompson indicates that this species was not so abundant 
and widespread in fonner times: "One small bush of Negundo accroides, box-elder, twas 
observed in a thicket below the L., N.A. & C.R.R. crossing." 292 
1892: "Cissna Park Tile Works" 
G.W. Songer's drainage tile factory was ideally situated: in the middle of a hundred square 
miles of wet prairie land in the headwaters of Mud Creek, at the south end of the Kankakee 
River Area. Mr. Songer reported to the editor of the Drainage Journal, "Our plant has 18 
acres of land and an inexhaustible supply of clay. We run about eleven months in the year, 
turning out from 100 to 120 kilns of tile ofquality. And we have a demand that takes all we 
can make and would like more." 280 
1892: "The Drainage of the Kankakee Marsh" 
This topic was a feature of the Engineering News: 
The proposed reclamation of the great Kankakee swamp in northern Indiana, a 
tract of land half as large as Rhode Island, is a problem in engineering of great 
interest. The task is, briefly, the control of a river having an average flow of 500 
cu. ft. per second in its course through a marsh 90 miles long, the drainage from 
which more than doubles the volume of water to be disposed of. 
• Beech (Fagusjerruginea) =F. grandi/olia (American beech). 
t Negundo accroides, box-elder = Acer negundo.. 
219 
· .. It is worth while noting that the drainage of the Kankakee swamp when 
carried out may have a noticeable effect upon the floods in the Illinois valley. 
· .. The volume of flow from the Kankakee is now remarkably uniform for a 
stream with no large lakes on its watersheds. According to the best available 
figures, the mean flow of the Kankakee at Momence, the foot of the swamp, is 
1,271 cu. ft. per second, and the maximum flood flow is 36,084 cu. ft. per 
second, a ratio of 1 to 28.4. According to Fanning the ratio for ordinary streams 
of this size is 1 to 74. It is doubtless true that the great percentage of the water­
shed which is covered by swamp is the reason for this uniformity of flow. The 
whole swamp is inundated in high water, and the level surface, thickly covered 
with vegetation drains off very slowly. 
But when the whole swamp is drained and under cultivation the rainfall will drain 
off from it as rapidly as from any other tract of cultivated land of similar slope and 
character of soil. The swamp will no longer be a great shallow storage reservoir 
to hold the floods which pour down from other parts of the watershed. It is cer­
tain, then, that when the drainage enterprise IS carried out, a considerable increase 
in the flood volume of the Kankakee will result. The exact amount of the increase 
it will be the duty of the engineers of Chicago drainage canal accurately to deter­
mine, for in future years, when the compensation for flood damages in the llIinois 
valley arises the increased flow from the Kankakee must be considered as well as 
that from the Chicago River. • Il7 
1892: "The Kankakee River and Pure Water 
for Northwestern Indiana and Chicago" 
In the Proceedings of the Indiana Academy of Science, J.L. Campbell suggested that the 
Kankakee River could furnish an adequate and inexpensive supply of unpolluted water for 
• The Chicago Drainage Canal, when opened in 1900, would make the Chicago River run 
backward, ponring water from Lake Michigan down the Des Plaines to the Illinois River. Sewerage 
from Chicago was polluting the city's supply of water from Lake Michigan; the drainage canal would 
solve this problem by flushing Chicago's waste water down the Illinois River valley. The added flow 
of Lake Michigan water was projected to increase flooding on the Illinois River, and the Chicago 
Drainage Canal would be held responsible for the additional flood damage. Operators of the canal 
wanted to fignre out the degree to which drainage of the Kankakee Marsh would increase flooding on 
the Illinois River. They wanted to avoid paying for damages from greater flooding on the Illinois 
River caused by water coming down the Kankakee River. 
220 
Chicago and the surrounding region. In developing his case for piping the river's water to 
Chicago, Professor Campbell stated, 
The water of the Kankakee is remarkably pure and clear, and is regarded by all 
who have used it as exceptionally healthful. • 
Iron is found in solution, which doubtless adds value to the water for general 
purposes. 
The bed of the Kankakee and of its tributaries generally is fine sand and gravel, 
and the underlying strata throughout the valley are fine sand increasing to coarse 
gravel. Clay beds are rare and there is no stone along the stream throughout Indi­
ana. The overlying loam varies in thickness from a few inches to several feet, and 
the surface generally is an unreclaimed marsh in which coarse grass, wild rice and 
weeds grow in the greatest luxuriance. 
The crookedness of the stream is readily explained by the instability of the sandy 
strata through which it flows-the twelve inches of surface slope being reduced to 
four inches, measured in the channel of the stream. 
The sandy substratum makes the entire valley a vast filtering basin-a great lake 
filled with sand and gravel, whence issues the pure and limpid water of the Kan­
kakee river. 
. . . The sluggish flow of the river, due to the fall of only four inches to the mile, 
substantially makes this basin of over a thousand square miles a reservoir more 
than sufficient for the greatest demands .... 83 
1892: "Tile and Brick Reports" 
Henry C. Jones of Papineau Township in Iroquois County wrote to the Drainage Journal, 
I am on the banks of the Iroquois river. I have no railroad near me. I have plenty 
of good clay and wood. I can deliver the tile up or down the river. I have a small 
steamboat. The river is about the center between the C.E. & I.R.R., and the Illi­
nois Central R.R. The Central R.R. is about eight miles west of the river, and the 
Eastern Illinois R.R. is about six miles east of the river, making me a good scope 
of country that other factories cannot bother. I find it hard to sell tile to a man 
• The Engineering News professed doubts about Campbell's proposal: "It must be foreseen, 
however, that when the marsh is drained and brought under cultivation, it will support a thickly settled 
fanning population and possibly many towns and villages. The water will then inevitably be more or 
less contaminated with organic impurities, and will hardly be fit for city water supply." 117 
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that has never tried tiling, but after they start they all tell me they do not know 
when to quit. 53 
1893: Annual Report ofthe Board ofCommissioners 
for the Removal ofthe Limestone Ledge in the Kankakee River 
The commissioners' report to Indiana's GovernorMatthews contains the following sentence: 
The Board, together with the Chief Engineer, on November 24, 1891, proceeded 
to make a thorough inspection of the Kankakee River from Momence to the east 
end of the rock in the river, and after such inspection decided, under authority of 
the act approved March 6, 1891, that when the contract for removing the rock 
should be let that it should be for a channel about 300 feet wide on top and not· 
less than 25 feet at the bottom of the river and 7 feet deep, all of these dimensions 
to be at the highest point of rock. 170 
1893: Portrait andBiographical Record ofKankakee County, Illinois 
A New Yorker who moved to Manteno Township in 1844 found "not a house or tree" in the 
township. He recalled as many as 30 or 40 deer in a herd, and "once saw a drove of fully a 
hundred." A Kentuckian who came to live in Rockville Township in 1847 reported killing 
"many a deer on the site of the present city of Kankakee." A New Yorker who moved to 
newly founded Kankakee in 1855 found part of the site "covered with the thickest timber," 
and part "a veritable mud-hole." When another New Yorker arrived in 1857, "Kankakee 
County, and indeed much of the surrounding country, was little better than a swamp." 169 
1894: "A Scheme to Drain a Large Swamp" 
By 1894 the upper reaches of the Kankakee River had been straightened to facilitate drain­
age. The September issue of the Drainage Journal reports on a proposal to convert the 
balance of the river in Indiana and part of Illinois into a drainage ditch: 
It is now proposed to straighten the Kankakee river from English Lake, Indiana to 
Momence, Ill., a distance of sixty miles; the distance by following the meanderings 
of the river is near 150 miles. 
. . . The river from its source to Momence flows through a low marshy valley, 
from 10 to 20 miles wide, and the banks are so low that in the Spring of the year 
and during wet seasons the water covers almost the entire valley, rendering some 
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400,000 acres of the land little better than a lake six months in the year. The soil 
. is sandy or alluvial and much of it the best of agricultural land if the overflow can 
be prevented. 
The State of Indiana has expended $65,000 in lowering the river bed at Momence, 
but with this cut, the crooked channel of 150 miles will require weeks to drain the 
Kankakee region. If the distance can be shortened to sixty miles and the water 
flow made practically straight, it can be easily seen that this large body of valuable 
agricultural land can be readily freed from this excess of water. The proposed 
new channel will be opened with a dredge ditch eighty feet wide and as deep as ten 
or twelve feet at some points. The ditch will follow the present river bed for some 
distance and at other points leaving it for as much as five miles. In some places a 
cut of half a mile or more will shorten the river as much as five miles. 56 
1894: "Kankakee Marsh Drainage" 
William M. Whitten addressed the topic of "Kankakee Marsh Drainage" during a lecture to 
the Indiana Tile and Drainage Association. In the beginning of his remarks, Mr. Whitten 
stated, 
... removal of the rock ledge in the Kankakee river at Momence, Illinois, ... has 
recently been completed. It consisted in cutting a channel through the rock 300 
feet wide at the summit and on an average of2 3-10 feet deep. The removal of 
the artificial dams that have heretofore been maintained at Momence, in addition 
to this work, lowered the surface of the water at the summit about four feet, at a 
low stage of water, but in high water the effect will be somewhat less. . .. The 
land owners are now preparing to push the work of straightening the river from 
Baum's Bridge to the State line. 316 
1895: "Draining Peaty Marshes" 
D.W. Stookey urged readers ofthe Drainage Journal to be cautious and realistic regarding 
the drainage of peatlands. 
The recent destructive fires in the marshes of the Kankakee region in Indiana and 
in Jefferson and Waukesha counties in Wisconsin, are full of interest to the drain­
age enthusiast. 
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The reports stated that the fires swept underground and broke out upon the sur­
face at distant intervals, and veritable furnaces consumed the land, making it 
untiIIable and unproductive and rendered travel difficult and dangerous. In the 
Kankakee marsh the ground burned in some places to a depth of fifteen feet, and 
the ground for miles is nothing but ashes.• 
The present drought, which is without a precedent within the history of the oldest 
inhabitant, has taken the moisture out of the peaty marshes to great depths and left 
them dry as tinder. It was only necessary for a fire to be started in the hayfields to 
insure the complete destruction, not only of the hay crop, but of the peaty fields 
upon which it grew. The amount of combustible material was so great and the 
drought so excessive that the combined efforts of hundreds of men failed to keep 
the fires in check. 
Similar results have been met in many instances during the last two years in smaller 
tracts that had been artificially drained. 
In the attempts to gratify the modern morbid desire for wealth man's cupidity 
has often led him into the error of poor Jack, who "killed the goose that laid the 
golden egg." The simple truth is that these peaty marshes are of little value 
whether they be wet or dry. 
If wet they yield a limited amount of inferior hay, and are safe from destruction by 
fire. If dry, either from drainage or periods of drought, they are not adapted to 
cultivation. Valuable agricultural lands must of necessity have good, deep soils. 
As these marshes are largely peat or of a peaty nature for several feet in depth, 
they lack the essentials of good lands, and parties who drain peat marshes, expect­
ing to cultivate them, must, from the nature of things, meet disappointment. 
· .. Is it too much to expect that a few acres here and there in these rich, level 
States lying south of the great lakes should be allowed to be left as waste land? 
· .. we would be unreasonable to require that they yield all their surface to the 
demands of agriculture. 287 
1897: "Farmers Will Fight the Drainage of the Kankakee" 
An article in the Drainage Journal quotes from the Walkerton Independent,.published in the 
headwaters of the Kankakee River: 
• A La Porte, Indiana, newspaper reported in December 1894, "Thousands of acres of marsh 
lands are burned over and often the dry peaty soil is burned to a depth of ten feet, forming great chasms 
in the otherwise level plain." 288 
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It is reported that about four hundred farmers and land owners met at San Pierre 
Monday to protest against the drainage of the Kankakee valley. They claim that 
any more drainage than what is now accomplished by their ditches would be detri­
mental, and that their certain hay crop is worth more to them than any crop they 
might hope to produce after more drainage is effected. 
. . . The farmers are particularly bitter against the two companies who have under­
taken this drainage. They claim that Chicago landholders are trying to compel 
them to pay an extra assessment, and they will fight the matter through the courts. 
The drainage people are equally determined, and a bitter contest will be the 
result. 5. 
The Drainage Journal editorializes, 
The drainage of the Kankakee in this State would add thousands of acres of the 
best agricultural lands to our cultivatible area. The Kankakee valley today is a 
great marsh, a home for frogs and a few fish, together with brants, cranes, wild 
geese, ducks, etc. Much of this rich valley is waste land, worth nominally $5 per 
acre. When reclaimed it will be worth $50 or $60 an acre, but these kickers won't 
have it drained.• 5. 
1898: "The Birds of Indiana" 
Amos Butler's extensive monograph on the avifauna of the Hoosier State was published by 
the Indiana Department of Geology and Natural Resources. In his account of the great blue 
heron, Butler wrote, 
Mr. C.E. Aiken ... has very kindly written me his experience at a heronry known 
as "Crane Heaven," occupying thirty or forty acres along the Kankakee River 
some twenty miles above Water Valley. He was there in May, 1886. "The locality 
is a timber belt, the ground being submerged with twelve to eighteen inches of 
water at the time. At our approach, upon the discharge of a gun, the birds arose 
with a noise like thunder and hovered in hundreds above the tree tops. They were 
of three species-the Great Blue Herons (A. herodias) and the Black-crowned 
Night Herons (N. nycticorax noevius) comprising the majority; but the beautiful 
• Editor J.J.W. Billingsley repeated his assertion later in the year: 
"It is hard to kick against the pricks," is an oft-repeated adage, which has been found true 
in the endeavor of the Kankakee Drainage Company to press on the work of draining the 
Kankakee. Bnt the work will be done some time. So large a body of valuable agricultural 
land, so conveniently near a great market will not be allowed to remain as it is-a home for 
frogs and tadpoles and a few fish .... ,. 
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white plumage of the American Egret (A. egretta) was conspicuous through the 
feathered cloud, and these birds were quite numerous. 
"Nearly all the trees throughout the area were loaded with nests. . .. . .. Many 
of the trees were dead, apparently from the effects of the birds building and roost­
ing upon them." 
· .. Mr. R.B. Trouslot, April 25, 1887, wrote me of a visit recently made by him 
from Valpraiso to "Cranetown," in Jasper County. There were, he said, thousands 
of Great Blue Herons nesting, and he saw one American Egret.• 
· .. Mr. L.T. Meyer, in 1886, wrote me of their building in the Kankakee Marsh in 
great numbers, nesting in communities. gO 
Mr. Butler provided the testimony of several others regarding heronries, and concluded, 
Almost all of these friends have testified to the effects of many destructive influ­
ences resulting from man's efforts to reclaim the land for tillage or from wanton­
ness in times when he gave himself to sport or recreation. Swamps have been 
drained, trees felled, fire ravaged the heronries, the birds have been shot or driven 
away and the eggs permitted to spoil or the young perish. A number of colonies 
have been exterminated. All are year by year growing less. The people who live 
near the remaining heronries should protect the birds that are left. They do them 
no ill, but only good. gO 
Regarding the black-crowned night-heron, Amos Butler's "Birds of Indiana" states, 
The heronry "Crane Heaven" mentioned under Great Blue Heron, upon authority 
of Mr. C.E. Aiken, some twenty miles above Water Valley on the Kankakee, 
contained, in 1886, great numbers of this species. They were nesting upon the 
same trees with A. herodias. t Mr. J.G. Parker, Jr., informs me that a large colony 
breeds every year in Sandy Hook Marsh, on the Kankakee River, two miles south 
of Kouts. gO 
Fire received part of the blame for the decline of heronries. Butler quoted Charles Eldridge 
regarding heron rookeries along the Kankakee: "I visited the heronries last June (1896), and 
did not see a single specimen of the White Egret. ~ In the fall of 1895 a terrible fire swept 
• In his account of the common egret (great egret), Amos Butler stated that Mr. Trouslot found 
"a few American Egrets" (great egrets) among the thousands of great blue herons. 
t A. herodias =great blue heron. 
~ White Egret = great egret. 
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through the timber along the Kankakee River, which probably accounts for the depopulated 
state of the heronries." J.G. Parker, Jr., visited a great blue heron colony near Kouts in the 
spring of 1896, and found only a few herons. According to Butler, Mr. Parker "thinks the 
small number of those found was due to the fact that a heavy fire swept through the timber 
in the fall of 1895." 80 
Whooping crane: 
Mr. L.T. Meyer says, in Lake County, it is exceedingly rare. It was a summer 
resident, but the draining of the Kankakee marshes has driven it away. Mr. Timo­
thy H. Ball writes me of their former occurrence in Lake County, also. He says 
they were common, but not as abundant as the Sand Hill Crane. He thinks they 
nested in the big Kankakee marsh. They were beautiful objects as they stood out 
upon the prairie, the black on their wings contrasting so plainly with their white 
plumage. They did not come into the cornfields as the Si;lndhills did, but standing 
in the water they seemed from a distance like them, only they were white. 80 
Sandhill crane: 
Mr. T.H. Ball, of Crown Point, speaking of a period of from fifty to sixty years 
ago, says: "Sandhill Cranes were found here in abundance. They came in early 
spring, and went south late in the fall. They nested in the Kankakee marsh region. 
In the fall they would come from the marshes into our cornfields, forty or fifty, 
perhaps a hundred, at a time, and tear the com almost as bad as a drove of hogs. 
Then I shot them. They were fat, and considered, when properly cooked, superior 
to wild geese." He describes their dances as given upon a knoll on the prairies. 
Mr. Ball says a few remain, and stilI (1897) make nests south of Ridge Island, and 
south of the Brown ditch in Lake County. 80 
Northern bobwhite: 
... Mr. L.T. Meyer said, in 1886, in Lake County, Ind., they were rapidly becom­
ing extinct.... Mr. Meyer speaks of them being so tame, they formerly came 
about the farm buildings and roosted with the chickens. '" The winter of 1878­
79 they were almost exterminated by reason of the severe weather and their 
inability to procure food. In the spring whole covies were found dead where they 
had huddled together and frozen. Few were found for several years thereafter. 
They were slow to recover from the effects of that winter. ... The year 1892 and 
the succeeding winter, over the northern two-thirds of the State, at least, was very 
unfavorable to them. The spring and early summer of that year, the more level 
and little-drained land of northern Indiana was to a greater or less extent sub­
merged, and their nests were washed away and their eggs spoiled by water and, 
many places, they were prevented from nesting. June 17, 1892, Mr. Ruthven 
Deane wrote me the Kankakee region had then been practically under water for 
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two months, and that it had been a hard season on quail. He thought the majority 
of their nests had been destroyed. The winter following this was quite severe, 
and throughout northern Indiana there was much snow, the ground remaining 
covered a long time. From wherever I have reports, the destruction of Bobwhite 
is noted. 80 
Passenger pigeon: 
Mr. W.W. Pfrimmer says they formerly nested in great numbers in the timber 
alongthe Kankakee River, in Newton County. 
· .. In 1892 Mr. pfrimmer shot two in Newton County. More were observed in 
1894 than for two or three years. 80 
Turkey vulture: "Plenty at 'Crane Town,' Jasper County, in April, 1887 ...." 80 
1898: "The Geology of Lake and Porter Counties, Indiana" 
In the 22nd annual report ofIndiana's Department ofGeology and Natural Resources, W.S. 
Blatchley wrote, 
The Kankakee River ... is noted for its low banks, its sluggish current and the 
crookedness of its channel. 
· .. Between its source and the point where it crosses the State line, ... the dis­
tance is about 75 miles. Within this distance the stream is said to make 2,000 
bends and to flow over a total length of 240 miles. .., the difference in level 
between the source and the State line is but 97.3 feet, showing a fall of but 1.3 
feet to the mile. For this reason its waters, above the crossing of the Monon Rail­
way, section 33 (32 north, 8 west), • have an almost imperceptible flow, and in 
many places wild rice, rushes, lily pads and aquatic grasses so choke the channel 
as to cause the flooding of the marshes during a summer freshet. Between the 
Monon Railway and the State line the velocity of the flow is greater, owing to a 
slightly increased slope and fewer bends. 
In Indiana the bed of the Kankakee is composed mainly of sand and fine gravel. 
But in a few places, ... it contains rather extensive beds of coarse gravel. Only 
at one point, where visited by the writer, was stone seen in its bed. This was just 
across the State line in Illinois, where, in front of the residence of Daniel ParmIee, 
the current is more rapid than elsewhere noted, and a number of large bowlders 
are located near the middle of the channel. 
• This point is along the rail line between Shelby and Thayer. 
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The amount of water which the river now discharges varies with the season much 
more than formerly. . .. The least flow is during extreme cold weather, when the 
great marsh, which borders the river, and which acts as a sort of reservoir or 
feeder, is frozen solid. In 1882 there were almost 500,000 acres of this marsh 
land within the valley of the Kankakee. It resembled an immense sponge, slowly 
absorbing the water during the wet season and as slowly oozing it forth during the 
dry, so that the flow throughout the year was quite regular and uniform in amount. 
At present, on account of the drainage of a large portion of this marsh, especially 
in St. Joseph, Starke and Laporte counties, the water flows off much sooner after 
it falls and consequently the river is higher during the autumn and spring floods 
and lower at other seasons than formerly. From careful measurements made for a 
series of 12 years at Wilmington, Illinois, it was found that the average volume 
carried by the Kankakee during the extreme high water was 30,000 cubic feet per 
second. Since the partial drainage of the upper portion of the marsh there is little 
doubt but that during the spring floods the discharge across the State line is fully 
25,000 cubic feet per second. 
· .. The Kankakee marshes comprise the most extensive body of swamp land in 
Indiana. '" For many years schemes of various kinds have been proposed, and 
hundreds of thousands of dollars have been spent, in endeavoring to reclaim a 
portion or all of these lands. '" In Lake County there exists, at the present time, 
50,000, and in Porter County about 40,000 acres, which, for at least four months 
of the year, are covered with from one to five feet of water; and during four of 
the remaining months this area is an immense bog or quagmire. 
· .. The surface of this marsh land is, for the most part, a great treeless plain, 
with an average slope of about 1.2 feet to the mile in a westerly direction. On the 
immediate border of the river there is a strip ranging in width from a fourth to one 
and one-half miles, which is heavily timbered. . .. The only other timber is found 
on the so-called "islands" or "groves," whose surfaces rise 10 to 20 feet above the 
general level of the marsh. The largest of these in Lake County is Fuller's 
Grove .. " Others are Oak Grove, South Island, Beech Ridge, ... 
Ridge Island, ... Crab-Apple Grove, and others, smaller. All were once 
covered with a heavy growth of oak, hickory, black gum and other timber, the best 
of which was long ago removed by the early settlers along the northern border of 
the marsh. The surface of these islands, when cleared, becomes fair grazing lands, 
but the soil is in general too sandy for cultivation. 
· .. The open marsh is covered with a rank growth of wild grasses, bullrushes, 
sedges, reeds, wild rice and other semi-aquatic vegetation. Over a large area 
which has been sufficiently drained much of this growth is annually cut, either for 
bedding or marsh hay. In other places the surface is either too rough, being cut up 
with sloughs and bogs, or never drys sufficiently to allow teams to pass over it. 
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Oftentimes, after a long drouth, thousands of acres are burned over by a fire 
which sweeps along with great rapidity, consuming everything in its path. 
Between the woodland bordering the river bank and the marsh, as well as around 
the margin of most of the islands, there are dense thickets of elbow brush, Cephal­
anthus occidentalis L., • willows, swamp dogwoods, soft and red maples and 
other swamp-loving shrubs. These grow so densely that a person has no little 
difficulty in forcing his way among them. '" large areas of land whose soil is a 
rich sandy loam rise above the surrounding swamps. These areas were less heavily 
timbered than the islands above mentioned, and comprise valuable farming lands. 
In general the soil of the marsh is a dark, sandy loam, very rich in organic matter. 
· .. its depth in many places is from three to five and even six feet. . .. Beneath 
the soil is a sand. . . . When thrown up by the dredge it packs and becomes hard, 
forming excellent roadbeds .... 
· .. In Lake County the Singleton ditch is the main one, the others being tributary 
to it. This ditch extends from Eagle Creek, in section 29 (33 north, 7 west), in a 
generally southwesterly direction to the river, crossing the State line near the 
southwest quarter of section 25 (32 north, 10 west). It was begun in 1882 and 
completed in 1886 By its construction a large acreage of the marsh was 
reclaimed sufficiently for the cutting of wild hay. Along the northern border 
minor secondary ditches soon allowed the raising of cereals on a strip a mile or 
two wide. 
· .. In passing back from the margin of the Kankakee marsh lands towards the 
higher prairies on the moraine, the wet and dry prairies merge by such insensible 
degrees that it is very difficult at times to fix a point of separation between them. 
The surface appearances are very much the same. The plants are all herbaceous 
and belong practically to the same families, differing only in that some prefer dry 
and others moist situations. The likeness of the soil is still more striking. The 
same kind of sub-soil is overlain by the same black spongy mould. The "islands" 
of both marsh and upland prairies are also essentially the same in composition and 
in the kinds of timber which cover them. 
· .. In several places in the two counties small prairies have been formed by the 
work of beavers. Dams were thrown up. Ponds or small lakes were formed, and 
the sand from the bottom of these lakes was washed out in several localities about 
their margins. Beaver Dam Marsh, northwest of Crown Point, in section 1 (34 
north, 9 west), now in a transition stage between a swamp and a prairie, is an 
example which may thus be traced to the work of beavers. 
• Elbow brush, Cephalanthus occidentalis = buttonbush. 
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· .. Many of the prairies ... were wet prairies, and for years yielded only swamp 
hay and pasture. 
· .. In 1896 Lake County ranked second and Porter County third among the 92 
counties in the State of Indiana in the production of timothy hay. The former 
produced 36,560 acres, yielding 49,356 tons; the latter, 25,570 acres, yielding 
34,438 tons. This does not include the upland prairie hay nor the lowland marsh 
hay. Probably as many or more tons of the latter are produced than of the timo­
thy, though statistics are not available. Thousands of acres are annually cut, 
stacked, baled and shipped to Chicago. . .. If timothy is plentiful, much of the 
marsh hay must be sold for bedding and packing at lower prices. Wild hay from 
upland prairies ranks next to timothy in quality, and sometimes brings even a better 
price. The largest hay fields in the State are in these two counties. In the north­
east corner of Pleasant Township, Porter County, in 1897, were two full sections 
· .. of raw prairie in one field, every foot of which was mowed. Another field, 
containing 2,000 acres, formerly in meadow, but now pastured, lies north of 
Fuller's Island, in Cedar Creek Township, Lake County. It has been partially 
reclaimed by the Griesel and Singleton ditches. 
· .. Fifty years ago Lake and Porter counties contained much valuable timber, but 
the older and larger trees have almost all been removed, and what remains is 
mostly "second growth." As already noted, the wooded groves or "sand islands," 
of both the prairie and the marshes, are thickly covered with small-sized black oak, 
Quercus velutina Lam., white oak, Q. alba L., bur-oak, Q. macrocarpa Michx., 
and in places the shell bark and pignut hickories, Carya alba Nutt., and C. porcina 
Nutt. • Much underbrush exists among these trees, and about the borders of the 
islands, especially sassafras, hazel, crab-apple and hawthorne shrubs. 
· .. Sycamore, river or red birch, Betula nigra L., and the soft or silver maple, 
occur along the banks of the Kankakee and the Little Calumet, but they do not 
reach the size which they attain in central Indiana. 63 
W.S. Blatchley provided details about discoveries offossilized manunals in Kankakee valley 
wetlands. Bones and teeth of mastodons and manunoths were uncovered as ditches were 
dug. In addition to the remains of extinct mammals ... 
Close to the teeth found near Kouts were the antlers of a large elk which had 
perished in the same bog. Antlers of the same species have also been found in 
Lake County. 
• Shell bark hickory (Carya alba) = C. ovala (shagbark hickory). Pignut hickory (c. 
porcina) = C. glabra-although according to Charles Deam, the sweet pignut or red hickory (c. 
ovalis) appears to be more likely than pignut hickory to occur in this area. 1o, 
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Buffalo and deer were once common in the two counties, but the finding of an 
occasional skull or pair of antlers are now the only evidence of their former 
presence. 
The Opossum, Didelphis virginiana Shaw, though an animal of southern range, 
is occasionally taken in small numbers in both counties. A pair of porcupines, 
Erethizon dorsatus (L.), are in the State Museum from Laporte County, and 
though no definite record of its occurrence in Lake or Porter was secured, it 
doubtless belongs to their fauna. The muskrat, Fiber zibethicus (L.), is one of 
the most common mammals in the Kankakee and Calumet basins. According to 
Ball, from 20,000 to 40,000 a year were trapped in Lake County alone previous 
to 1884.• Except in the marshes that have been drained, their numbers do not 
appear to become appreciably less. The remains of dams thrown up by the beaver, 
Castorfiber L., are found in a number of localities in Lake County, but the animal 
itself had disappeared before the coming of the first settlers. The woodchuck, 
Arctomys monax (L.), is common among the upland wooded ridges, as is also the 
chipmunk, Tamias striatus (L.). The little striped gopher, Spermophilus tridecem­
lineatus (Mitchell), t is common on the prairies and among the sand ridges. The 
gray gopher S. franklini (Sabine), ~ locally called the "prairie squirrel," was seen 
on several occasions along hedge rows on the borders of prairies .... 
The fox squirrel, Sciurus niger L., is very scarce. . .. The gray squirrel, S. 
carolinensis Gmlin., and the little red squirrel or chickaree, S. hudsonicus Erx., 
are common in the timbered areas. 
· .. The otter, Lutra hudsonica (Lacepede), was, in the early settlement, quite 
common, and a few are yet taken almost every Spring along the Kankakee. The 
skunk, Mephitis mephitica Cuvier, and the mink, Putorius vison (Schreber), are 
both rather common and both yield a considerable annual revenue to the profes­
sional trapper. The large gray timber wolf, Canis lupis L., once common, is still 
occasionally seen in the region of the Kankakee marshes, three having been killed 
by Oscar Dinwiddie in Eagle Creek Township, Lake County, in 1895. 
· .. The prairie rattlesnake still exists in small numbers. . .. Among the sand 
dunes the six-lined lizard, Cnemidophorus sexlineatus (L.), ~ was quite common. 63 
• This is incorrect, as explained in a footnote on page 262. 
t Little striped gopher, Spermophilus tridecemlineatus = thirteen-lined ground squirrel. 
~ Gray gopher, Spermophilusjranklini = Franklin's growld squirrel. 
~ Six-lined lizard, Cnemidophorus sexlineatus = six-lined racerunner. 
232 
Mr. Blatchley provided a partial list of the flora ofLake and Porter Counties. The following 
selections are from his list. 
Baptisia leucantha (white wild indigo): • "Prairies and borders of copses; common through­

out the central region of both counties." 63
 
Amorpha canescens (lead plant): "Road sides in prairie regions; common." 63
 
Prunus americana (American plum): "Common ... on the sand islands of Kankakee
 
valley." 63
 
Ribesfloridum (wild black currant): t "Frequent on a sandy wooded 'island' in the S.E. part
 
of Lake County." 63
 
Eryngium yuccaefolium (rattlesnake master): "Borders of damp prairies and roadsides;
 
frequent south of the Calumet in both counties." 63
 
Nyssa sylvatica (black gum): "Sand ridges and islands ...." 63
 
Aster novae-angliae (New England aster): "Common along roadsides in the central and
 
southern portions of the two counties." 63
 
Silphium laciniatum (rosin-weed, compass plant): "A typical prairie plant, yet common
 
along the roadsides and on the upland prairies, especially in Lake County. . .. The upland
 
prairie hay formerly contained large numbers of these plants, which served the buyer in
 
distinguishing it from the lowland hay. The former was considered the more valuable, and
 
it is said that some farmers were in the habit ofharvesting the compass-plants and afterwards
 
mixing them with the lowland hay in order that it might be mistaken for that from the upland,
 
and so bring a higher price." 63
 
Silphium terebinthinaceum (prairie dock): "In similar localities, but more common than the
 
last species ...." 63
 
Lepachys pinnata (yellow coneflower): I "Roadsides and margins of prairies in Lake
 
County; scarce." 63
 
Gerardia purpurea (purple Gerardia): "Abundant in low, damp meadows, both in the
 
Calumet region and the Kankakee Valley." 63
 
• Baptisia leucantha (white wild indigo) =B. lactea. 
tRibes floridum (wild black currant) = R. americanum. 
I Lepachys pinnata (yellow coneflower) = Ratibida pinnata. 
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Monarda punctata (horse mint): "This is one ofthe prevailing plants in all the sandy region 
north of the Kankakee, being as common in the streets and on the sandy ridges as is the dog 
fennel, Anthemis cotula DC., in the central part of the State." 63 
Phragmites communis (common reed): • "Grows in dense isolated patches in the sloughs 
and swamps of the Calumet and Kankakee regions." 63 
1898: "Our Vanishing Birds" 
Maurice Thompson, author of "Preliminary Sketch of the Aquatic and Shore Birds of the 
Kankakee Region" (page 217), contributed the following essay to the Walkerton Indepen­
dent, a Kankakee valley newspaper. 
We love the birds of orchard, field, flood and wood; but that is no good ground 
for neglecting any fact in considering the causes of their vanishing from the areas 
once teeming with them. 
The birds disappear, and in our grievous disappointment when they do not come 
back we hastily look about for someone to lay the blame upon and to scold with 
due vigor. 
· .. The gun bearer, the feather hunter and the murderous small boy with the sling 
are not the main agents of bird destruction, and I wish to give a few items of evi-· 
dence in this connection. 
· .. Drain the bogs, and what can the woodcock do for a living? Reclaim all the 
wet lands, and ditch away the waters of ponds and lakes, but after that look in vain 
for snipe and duck. Destroy the thickets and briery tangles (they are unsightly and 
unprofitable on the farm), no matter how necessary they are to the quail, and then 
look in vain for bevies in the neatly shorn fields. Your bluebirds, that once had the 
old worm fences with hollow stakes to build in, r cannot accept a barbed wire 
substitute; where shall their nests be hidden? What are the gay woodpeckers to do 
when you carefully cut away and burn every dead tree and bough? 
Every summer I am more and more curious to know how the meadow lark sur­
vives, how it succeeds in rearing a brood, when year by year the meadows in which 
it builds are cut closer and closer with the clanging mowing machine, and when the 
seeds it loves are not permitted to ripen. Where do the quails find winter shelter 
on our highly cultivated and smoothly shorn farms? The food of the wild pigeon I 
• Phragmites communis (common reed) = P. australis. 
r Thompson was referring to split-rail fences with upright wooden support stakes. 
I Wild pigeon = passenger pigeon. 
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is gone, and gone forever are the countless hosts of pigeons. When I was a child 
the beautiful and magnificent log cock' was everywhere seen in the woods of our 
country. Now it is rare, save in a few remote wildernesses. Why? Because the 
rotten wood in which its food is found has been long ago made into heaps and 
burned by the sturdy men who have caused farms and plantations to supersede the 
forests. 
In the old days of bramble tangles and hazel thickets there were no frozen bevies. 
Lately I have seen sixteen quails, stiff as icicles, in a pitiful little cluster, where, all 
unprotected, the zero weather had caught them. . .. Then the hungry hawks 
have their will of birds where there is no thick cover for them to hide in, and the 
farmhouse cats, prowling from field to field, and from orchard to orchard, devour 
every fledgling that they can find. By night the owls hunt with the cats. The 
farmer's pigs, nosing everywhere, eat up the eggs of all birds that nest on the 
ground. 
It is true that the plume gatherers have killed thousands of herons; but the farmer's 
drains-the canals and covered ditches t whereby vast areas of watery feeding 
grounds have been made dry-have killed millions.. Fifty years ago the sloppy 
prairies and queachy bog lands of Illinois, Iowa, Indiana, Michigan and Ohio were 
the haunts of countless swarms of migrating herons, geese, brant, duck, crane. 
Now very few are seen, because this intermediate resting and feeding ground has 
been unavailable for years. Even the small herons and bitterns, never much shot, 
are becoming scarce for the same reason. Hundreds of small streams once in their 
feeding and breeding places are now dry as a bone. Not long ago I visited a spot 
where formerly the wood ducks bred. I found that the wood and the pond had 
disappeared and there grew a vast field of corn. 
Give wild things the least bit of wilderness and they will survive in spite of nature 
and man. '" I saw a lone logcock in a considerable wood of the Kankakee 
region a few years ago. But you cannot save the birds and at the same time starve 
them and refuse them both nesting places and shelter from the cold. Woman's 
hats I and men's guns are hard on birds, but civilized beings are harder on them. 
Enlightened farming, the making of productive and neatly shorn estates, the march 
of the plow, the ditching machine, the underground tile, the patent reaper and 
mower and thresher, the cats, the dogs, the hawks, the owls, ... summer without 
food, spring without nesting places, these are the agencies that are destroying birds 
• Log cock = pileated woodpecker. 
t The "covered ditches" are tile drains. 
I Wild birds were killed to supply feathers to decorate women's hats. 
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by the wholesale. And then there is the English sparrow, • a murrain seize him! 
What is left he takes. 293 
1899: "An Immense Swamp Farm" 
This article ran in the Indianapolis News: 
The largest owner of swamp lands under cultivation in the world is B.F. Gifford, 
of Jasper county, Indiana. . .. Twenty years ago, where the thousands of acres 
of Mr. Gifford's ten-foot com bends to the autumn winds, there was naught but 
dreary stretches of morass. In the dryest seasons the water stagnated on the sur­
face of the black and slimy ooze, built up in strata of decayed vegetation, year by 
year. In the spring and fall this wide area of marsh was not infrequently trans­
formed into a series of lakes, from three to ten feet deep. 
· .. He obtained from the State ofIndiana deeds to 33,000 acres of this swamp 
for a song, and then bought a steam dredge and began operations. For five years, 
save in the dead of winter, this dredge has been in operation constantly, day and 
night, and it has cut, in that period, seventy-five miles of ditches. . .. Discharging 
into them were laid several hundred miles of tile drains. . .. The water is running 
from these tile drains almost the year round, and there is never a period when there 
is not a good head of water in the main ditches. 
· .. His hay crop on the wet prairies is enormous, and commands a price in the city 
markets only inferior to that of prime timothy. 
· .. Mr. Gifford has 3,000 acres near Kankakee ... which, like his Indiana land, is 
drained into the Kankakee river. 155 
1899: Biographical History of Tippecanoe, White, Jasper, Newton, 
Benton, Warren and Pulaski Counties, Indiana 
As a 16-year-old in 1869, Joseph A. Engle of Pulaski County took up the trade of market 
hunting along the Kankakee River. According to his biographer, 
Geese, ducks, prairie chickens, snipe, plover, I in fact game birds of all kinds, were 
so numerous everywhere that expert hunters killed them in very large quantities. 
Mr. Engle relates that he so often killed one hundred prairie chickens in a day that 
• The house sparrow (English sparrow) is an Old World species that competes with native 
birds. House sparrows were especially abundant in Maurice Thompson's tiroe, when barns and stables 
afforded plenty of shelter, and spilled feed grain provided an abundance of food. 
I The identity of snipes and plovers is discussed on pages 3 and 4. 
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he grew to think little of it. . .. Once a party of four, Mr. Engle one of the num­
ber, while hunting on the Kankakee marshes, killed five hundred birds in one 
week. Four men could easily kill one hundred ducks in a day in the marshes of 
Rich Grove and Jefferson townships, Pulaski county. When Mr. Engle was a boy 
deer were plentiful and he killed many of them. By the time he had grown up they 
had become quite scarce, but a party with whom he hunted one day killed four 
deer and a wolf in the Kankakee marshes. . .. He gave his attention to hunting 
for twenty years, and it was in that business that he laid the foundation of his 
subsequent fortune. 
When 'game began to grow scarce Mr. Engle engaged in the real-estate business. 
. . . While engaged in other enterprises he bought game and shipped i£ to the New 
York markets, dealing principally in snipe and plover; and he handles these birds 
still, though the supply is small and the prices are correspondingly high. 
In the earlier days, when game was plentiful, he often made twenty-five dollars by 
a day's hunting, and when he employed others to hunt for him he sometimes made 
much more. 173 
1899: "Notes on Plants of the Chicago District" 
E.J. Hill introduced his topic by stating, "In studying the flora of a restricted region, no 
matter how carefully it seems to have been explored, one is frequently surprised by finding 
new things." Hill was struck by the peculiar distribution of certain plants in the region south 
of Lake Michigan. These species exhibit an unusual combination of geographic character­
istics: (a) their main populations are far to the east (as E.J. Hill phrased it, "an Atlantic coast 
range or ... eastward of the Alleghanies, extending in some cases along the coast to the 
southwest to Louisiana, Texas, and Mexico"), and (b) there a very few or no populations in 
the intervening region between the East and the lands south ofLakeMichigan. Mr. Hill first 
discovered these "Atlantic Coastal Plain disjuncts" along the Kankakee River: 
I have ceased to be surprised at this since first meeting with such plants in 1870 
growing on the sandy terraces or the bordering wettish lands along the Kankakee 
river in Illinois. All of these have since been traced to the dune region of Lake 
Michigan, or have had their range extended to other parts. But some of them 
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have not yet had intermediate stations recorded for them till the Atlantic slope is 
reached .... 142 
Hill enumerated many such plants, mostly citing localities in the Lake Michigan dune region. 
He also mentioned three species on the uplands in the south part of the Kankakee valley: 
Among the drift hills near Mokena, ... two Carices occur which have a southern 
range for this meridian, C. Shortiana Dewey, • in wet meadows, and C. triceps 
Michx. t in oak-woods. 
. .. The little bitter cress, Cardamine parviflora L., t was obtained in the oak 
woods with Carex triceps . ... 142 
1899: "The Kankakee Marsh Lands" 
The August issue of the Drainage Journal reports on a meeting of several men who owned 
large tracts in the Kankakee lowland. The landowners agreed on a plan to "reclaim 500,000 
acres by a thorough system of drainage." 
The men ... own the southern portion ofLake and Porter and northern portion 
of Newton and Jasper counties, which is all marsh land, only fit for pasture now 
during dry seasons. The reclamation of this land has been under consideration 
for several years, but Nelson Morris has opposed it actively until now he has 
expressed a willingness to go on with the work. At first he thought the drainage 
would injure his pastures, where he has usually grazed several thousand head of 
cattle during the grazing season. He is now, however, of the opinion that he will 
get more from tame grass after the drainage is completed. 
The drainage of this land will bring into cultivation some of the richest agricultural 
land in the State. 
Immense ditches will be dug with dredges. 60 
1900: "Indiana Frog Farm" 
The May 19 edition of the Prairie Farmer features a story about AI Sphung's herpetological 
business along the Kankakee River in Starke County. The enterprise relied on the harvest of 
wild amphibians and reptiles in the region. 
• Carex Shortiana = Short's sedge. 
t Carex triceps = C. hirsutella (hairy green sedge). 
t Little bitter cress, Cardamine parviflora = C. parviflora var. arenicola. 
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Mr. Sphung has an inunense pond in which about 3,000,000 frogs of all ages 
and sizes, thousands of turtles and hundreds of water snakes enjoy themselves. 
. . . there are a number of Starke county people who make a good living by catch­
ing frogs and turtles for the Sphung froggery. Sphung also has agents in the 
counties adjoining Starke, and the batrachians roll in every day in quantities truly 
astonishing. . .. The hams' are shipped to big cities east and west, and a great 
number of the frogs, snakes and turtles go to colleges for purposes of dissection. 
Wagons are lined up ... waiting to unload frog hams, live frogs and turtles. The 
frogs are unloaded by the sackful, and in one hour last Saturday $150 was paid 
out to the catchers. The price runs from 1 to 20 cents per dozen according to the 
size of the frogs and turtles. . .. Mr. Sphung deals in snakes of all kinds, the 
most of his supply being shipped to museums, side shows, parks, etc. The turtles 
have as ready a sale as the frogs. Eating houses are particularly anxious for the 
turtles, and it is hard to supply the demand because of the scarcity of the big 
fellows .... t 11 
1900: "A Big Swamp Farm" 
Fifteen weeks after its "Frog Farm" article, the Prairie Farmer featured a more traditional 
kind of business. The "Big Swamp Farm" was in the headwaters of the Iroquois River and 
on the fringe of the Grand Kankakee Marsh. 
In the northern part of Jasper county, Indiana, is to be found the largest swamp 
farm in the world. This inunense tract of land has come through the labor, money 
and ingenuity of B.J. Gifford, and today the Kankakee and Iroquois rivers have 
been robbed of 33,000 acres of the richest land in the United States .... An 
interested observer is shown the extent of this farm ... by means of a special car 
on a railroad owned and operated by Mr. Gifford. This road is nineteen miles 
long, which is the distance from one end to the other of the farm. About ten years 
ago, ... most of this immense tract of land was under water, varying from an inch 
to a foot or more. As soon as he had purchased the swamp he shipped two mon­
strous steam dredges from the east and started them through the inunense morass. 
These two machines have, mole-like, dug their way through 125 miles of river­
ways, which connect by means of smaller ditches with all parts of the farm, and at 
last empty into the Iroquois instead of the Kankakee river. These large ditches are 
from twenty to forty feet across at the top and from fifteen to thirty-five feet 
• The hind legs of a frog are its "hams." 
t Four decades later, the economics of this section of the Kankakee valley had changed with 
the environment. North Judson, the former home of Sphung's frog farm, was featured in a 1942 
Christian Science Monitor article: "Miracle in the Muck" describes potato farms that were being 
established in the drained marsh. 107 
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across at the bottom. Smaller ditches, varying from ten to twelve feet across, lead 
into these main waterways,andinto these feed still smaller .ones, untilat last they 
run out into parallel lines about ninety rods apart, with the drain fields between 
them. 
. . . The lands that were considered the most wortWess, under this system of drain­
age have become the most valuable. . .. Those sections of land entirely covered 
by water are found to be composed entirely of muck-the blackest and richest soil 
to be found in the world. It is composed of decayed vegetable matter and is so 
combustible that great care has to be exercised not to let it catch fire. When the 
drainage is completed Mr. Gifford will have nearly 20,000 acres of muck land, and 
he intends to convert this immense tract into a vegetable garden. 10 
1900; "Indiana Swamp Law Reform" 
Controversy about the effectiveness ofIndiana's drainage law is the subject of this article in 
the Chicago Record. The newspaper presents the views ofW.P. Pinney, "one of the best 
authorities on this subject ... , of the State Bank of Valparaiso, who owns lands in the Kan­
kakee valley." 
He claims that the drainage of this vast territory will be a live subject and a prob­
lem for the next fifty years and up to this time practically nothing has been accom­
plished, although the public began agitating it back as far as 1850. He says there 
have been as many meetings of the people called to carry out the design as there 
are bends in the Kankakee from its source to its mouth, and there are something 
like 2,000 of them. 
. . . Mr. Pinney claims that the trouble with all of the ditches which have been 
constructed is that they have been dug without an outlet, that the Kankakee river 
cannot be considered an outlet, because its natural state is that it is continually 
clogged up with fallen trees, driftwood, bar formations and other obstructions, 
and therefore has not the flow to drain off the ditches which were intended to be 
drained by it. 90 
1900: Northwestern Indianafrom 1800 to 1900 
Mter publishing books about Lake County in 1873 and 1884, Timothy H. Ball issued a 
history of the entire northwest Indiana region. He provided a retrospective overview of the 
Kankakee valley: 
Remembering what the region was ... , as it was actually seen by a few in 1830, 
beginning with the broad belt of the Grand Prairie, its rich soil, tall grass, beautiful 
summer and autumn flowers, ... and then looking upon Beaver Lake and the 
240 
"oak barrens" of the once large Jasper, • and the "fly meadows" t and timber lands 
of level Pulaski, having left the large water courses and the outcropping limestone 
region, I and crossing the wet lands and the sand ridges south of the Kankakee, 
and passing on northward, glancing over the wide marsh and then the beautiful 
prairies and the thick timber and open woodlands, and rivers and creeks and small 
marshes and lakes, till we looked upon the broad waters ofLake Michigan .... 19 
Under the heading of "What These Early Settlers Found," Ball wrote, 
· .. the pioneers found not a few Indians here ... , and they found that these true 
native Americans had villages, camping places, dancing floors and burial grounds, 
and gardens and corn fields. South of the Kankakee River, in what became known 
as Beaver Woods, ~ and along the Iroquois and Tippecanoe rivers, they had many 
favorite resorts, and a large Indian village was found and a favorite dancing floor 
or ground a few miles north of where the whites started their village called 
Morocco. § Corn fields were found in various places near that same locality. 
· .. In what is now Jasper County many corn fields were found, generally small 
patches of land, but sometimes in a single field would be an area of ten or fifteen 
acres. . .. There were groves of sugar maple trees along the Iroquois River, and 
the first settlers found the Indians along that river knowing how to make maple 
sugar. 
· .. As, besides other camps and gardens, so-called, in the winter of 1835 and 
1836 about six hundred had an encampment in the West Creek woodlands, •• 
where deer were abundant, and an encampment was there again the next winter; 
• Until 1860 Jasper County encompassed the area that is now Jasper, Newton, and Benton 
Cowlties. 
t The "fly meadows" were so called because of the biting flies that flourished in the wet 
lowlands. 
I Limestone cropped out in the Iroquois valley and westward along the Kankakee River in 
Illinois. 
~ Beaver Woods extended along Beaver Creek from Newton County, Indiana, into Iroquois 
County, Illinois. 
§ Morocco is four miles east of the state line, east of Beaverville. Ball mentioned a group of 
Indian mounds "some three miles north of the present town of Morocco." 19 
•• West Creek flows from north to south inullediately east of the state line, north of the 
Kankakee River. 
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and on Red Oak Island, • where they had a garden, about two hundred camped in 
the winter of 1837 and 1838, and about a hundred and fifty on Big White Oak 
Island, south of Orchard Grove, t and quite an encampment the same winter south 
of the present Lowell, 1 and a camp of thirty Indian lodges the same or the preced­
ing winter north of the Red Cedar Lake, ~ and many wigwams along the Calumet, § 
and a large Indian village at Indian Town, .. it is evident that the pioneers had 
some opportunities to learn something of their dispositions and ways. 19 
Mr. Ball repeated a story about Rachel Carter, who came to teach school in La Porte County 
in 1833: 
An Indian told Rachel, at one time, that they liked a few whites with them to trade 
with, to act as interpreters, and that they learned many useful things of them: but 
when they commenced coming they came like the pigeons. tt 19 
Timothy Ball grew up southwest of Crown Point, so his personal recollections focus on the 
northern edge of the Kankakee River valley in Lake County, immediately east of the 
Illinois-Indiana state line: 
As late as 1845 members of the Ball family on the west side of their Red Cedar 
Lake set up a row of poles, with white flags on the top of each, through the center 
of Lake Prairie from north to south, so as to enable them to keep near the same 
line in crossing over that unbroken prairie amid its immense flower beds and its 
thousands of tall polar plants. 11 It was nine miles across from north to south .... 
• Red Oak Island was north of the Kaokakee River, 12 miles east of the state line. 
t Orchard Grove was at the north edge of the Kankakee lowland, nine miles east of the 
state line. 
1Lowell is eight miles north of the Kaokakee River and six miles east of the state line. 
~ Cedar Lake (Red Cedar Lake) is four miles north of Lowell. 
§ The CalUlllet River valley borders the Kaokakee valley on the north. 
.. This Indian Town appears to have been on the north side of the Kaokakee River, abont 18 
miles east of the state line (south of Hebron). Another settlement, called Indian Village, was about 15 
miles to the north and east of this site, at present-day Merrillville. 
tt Whites flocked to the region "like passenger pigeons." Writing for his andience in 1900, 
Timothy Ball explained, "A pioneer could appreciate that comparison, but 'like the pigeons' is not 
expressive to those of tlus generation, to those who never saw a wild pigeon." 19 Two Potawatomi 
leaders were said to have argued against joining the Black HawkWar in 1832: "... fighting the whites 
is like shooting into a flock of pigeons, for the flock would soon look as if none had been killed." 222 
11 Polar plant = Silphium laciniatum (compass plant). 
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· .. this prairie was thus open and was burned over every fall by the fires that 
came up from the Kankakee Marsh. . . . Along the marsh shore line, at the south, 
on sections 3 and 4 and 5 of township 32, range 9, were groves, or stretches of 
woodland, one especially was at that time called the Belshaw Grove. • Across the 
center of that prairie, as already implied, the horizon line seemed to touch the 
prairie. In the summer it was a line of green grass, miles away; in the winter it was 
a line of brown, burnt prairie surface, or a line of snow. 
· .. It was not until 1845, having had a home on the edge of Lake Prairie for more 
than seven years, and having become quite well acquainted with the central parts 
of Lake County, that I first crossed the nine miles of open prairie between my 
home and the southern Marsh border, or Shore Line, I crossed it then on horse­
back, in the summer time, on one delightful afternoon, with a fair-haired, lovely 
girl Our horses went over beautiful flower beds that day. We went up 
to the crests of the long slopes and down into the valleys of that gently rolling 
prairie-beautiful it has always been called-miles away from houses or fences or 
human beings, with the loveliness of nature around, and over us the protection 
of God. t 
· .. Mention has ... been made of the abundant yield of cranberries and huckle­
berries. . .. From a marsh, not very large, near his home in Hanover township, ~ 
Mr. H. Van Hollen gathered one year a few hundred bushels, and the price that 
year was not less than three dollars per bushel. 19 
• This location is southwest of Lowell, at the crossroads village of Belshaw. 
t The setting for Mr. Ball's 1845 ride was Lake Prairie, which was separated from the Grand 
Prairie of Illinois by a line of trees along West Creek. The landscape is memorialized in an 1884 essay 
by Nannie W. Ames: 
Lake Prairie has been called the "Gem of the county," and certainly it well deserves the fair 
nanle. Twenty-five years ago, Professor Mills, of Wabash College, stood on a knoll on Mr. 
Peach's farm, and looking around till his eye met the woods that encircle the gently rolling 
land, said, "1 have been thirty years in the west, and have been in every county in the State, and 
never but once have 1seen so beautiful a view." •.. The scene has changed in this qnarter of 
a centnry but has ouly gained in beauty. 
· .. Not an acre is lffifenced, and but few are lffifit for cultivation. 18 
~ Situated immediately west of Van Hollen's township, Eagle Lake in Washington Township 
(Will County) produced an abundance of cranberries (pages 138 and 268). There are several early 
references to cranberries in the Kankakee valley and adjacent Calnmet valley to the north, but the 
species was not generally common in the Illinois part of the region. E.J. Hill, a local expert on the 
flora, wrote in 1878, "Vaccininm macrocarpon, 1have not seen within the limits of this state •.•." 168 
243
 
Newton County lay south of Mr. Ball's home, across the Kankakee River: 
· .. the principal lakes of Newton County are or were: Beaver Lake, Little Lake, 
and Mud Lake. 
Beaver Lake covered nearly one township .. " .,. Twelve feet was, in places, 
the depth of the lake. The boys and men obtained quantities of fish when it was 
drained. The great ditches on each side of the Kankakee River have changed very 
much the natural water beds and courses. 
One of the streams is Beaver Creek. Not far away is the belt of woodland known 
as Beaver Woods. 
· .. So far as beauty is concerned, these large and small ditches which have cut up 
the entire Indiana part of the Kankakee Valley region, have spoiled what was once, 
in its natural water ways, attractive and picturesque. Although not like mountain 
streams and rivulets, the water in our streams was usually clear, their natural 
courses were winding, giving the curved lines of beauty, and the green herbage 
that fringed them was abundant. Now, nearly all is changed by the spade and the 
dredging machine of man's invention. The water in springtime runs off in straight 
lines, man's object being to get it from the land into the river and ocean as quickly 
as possible. He wants the use of all the land surface. And so thousands and thou­
sands of acres where once the wild fowls had their resorts and where muskrats and 
mink and otter had their homes, are now pasture land and oat fields, and corn 
fields, and the ditches mar the landscape's beauty. 
· .. The work of developing the Kankakee Region has been a very different pro­
cess from that which was needful in opening farms in the woodlands and on the 
prairies. Before the large areas of grass land could be made very useful, before 
the abodes of muskrats and of mink could be made into cornfields a large amount 
of ditching for drainage was needful. And when this all was done by spades in 
human hands it was slow work. But when stream dredge boats were put into 
operation, in Lake County in 1884, the process of ditch-making was vastly differ­
ent. There are now, north of the river, many large ditches. . .. And south of the 
river are now many large ditches. 
· .. In the north part of Newton County are large cattle ranches kept in the interest 
of cattle men of Chicago. 
· .. In Lake County there are more than sixty, perhaps seventy miles, of dredge 
ditches in the Kankakee marsh lands .. " ... As a result of this draining large 
quantities of vegetables and of grain have already been produced. 
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· .. Among other efforts made for draining the Kankakee Valley in Indiana, it was 
suggested and proposed to remove a ledge of limestone rock at a place in Illinois 
about seven miles below the State line, a place called by the early settlers the 
Rapids, afterwards named Momence. 
· .. in 1893 J.D. Moran & Co., performed the work of removing the rock. 
· .. Many of the citizens of Jasper County ... have done much in developing the 
resources of the county and adding value to its once wild lands; but no one, in 
some lines, has done so much as Mr. RJ. Gifford, a resident at present in Kanka­
kee, Illinois. 
· .. In July, 1891, he purchased, for four and a half dollars per acre, of Thompson 
Brothers of Rensselaer, 6,700 acres in the Pinkamink marsh, • and continued to 
purchase, as opportunity offered, till he now owns 33,000 acres in Jasper and 
about 1,000 acres in Lake County. This land extends, with some small breaks, 
from a point about two miles north of the Kankakee River, "near the southeast 
corner of Lake County, to a point one mile south and five miles west of Francis­
ville, embracing the bulk of 'Pinkamink Marsh,' 'Stump Slough,' 'Coppens Creek 
Marsh,' 'Buckhorn Marsh,' 'Mud Creek Marsh,' and a considerable section of the 
Kankakee Marsh." 
In the spring of 1892 a dredge boat was built and a second in October, and, for 
two years, these were kept at work, by day and by night, when one "was laid off," 
but the other is still kept at work. 
Mr. Gifford has constructed, in these years, about one hundred miles of dredge 
ditch, besides many smaller ditches. 
It is evident that he has had some experience in this line and he says: "The Pink­
amink Marsh was, probably, the most difficult marsh to drain, in northern Indiana. 
n consisted, mainly, of a vast 'muck' bed, probably the largest in the world, and 
while ditches were easily made" the frequent passage of the dredge boat was 
needful until the banks settled and to some extent hardened. "The waters of this 
swamp are now under complete control." This muck land, in a few years, pro­
duces large crops of grass and grain, but at once will produce large crops of 
vegetables and especially of onions, from five hundred to seven and even eight 
hundred bushels, having been raised on an acre. 19 
T.R. Ball's review of northwestern Indiana in the 19th century contains the following com­
mentary about the region's animal life: 
• This big wetland was in the headwaters of ti,e Iroquois River. Gifford's fann is described 
on pages 236 and 239. 
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Whether as early as 1800 the honey bees had arrived to furnish the Indians with 
honey is not certain. They are said to go a little in advance of the white man, the 
heralds of his coming footsteps. Here, as early as 1835 the early settlers found 
them in trees then well stored with honey. Solon Robinson, Crown Point's earliest 
settler, mentions "a dozen honey trees to be cut and taken care of" during his first 
winter, the winter of 1834 and 1835.• 
The Hornor party, camping in 1835, cut a bee tree, from the contents of which 
they filled a three gallon jar with strained honey, a wash tub and a wooden trough 
with honeycomb, and estimated all at at least five hundred pounds. 
. . . One who was born at the Red Cedar Lake in Lake County, who was a very 
close observer and a very accurate observer of nature and of the traces of men and 
animals, ... who shot many buffalo on the great plains of Texas in 1877 and 
1878, Herbert S. Ball, has found on these Indiana prairies no traces of the 
existence here of buffalo. . .. Elk were evidently here, because their horns have 
been found in Lake County. . .. but of Buffalo no bone, no horn, seems to have 
yet been seen. t 
• Solon Robinson's discussion of honey trees is on page 65. Although the honey bee is not a 
native species, it had established itself in the Kankakee valIey by the time white fanners arrived in the 
early 1830s. 
t Although Timothy BalI was not familiar with any evidence of bison in Lake County, there are 
several reports of tins arUmal in the Kankakee River valIey. Members of La SalIe's first expedition 
down the Kankakee found bison bones and horns-and kilIed one or two bison-along the river in 1679 
(pages 9, 14, and 17). La SalIe's men kilIed12 bison at the mouth of the river in 1680 (page 10). St. 
Cosme noted bison near the river's mouth in 1698 (page 18). Bison were reportedly observed in 
Benton County (in or immediately south of the Kankakee valIey) in 1824 (page 347). H.S. Bloom, an 
early resident at Rock Creek in Kankakee County, reported "their numerous bones scattered over the 
prairies" (page 193). Bison bones were found on an island in Beaver Lake (page 347). The remains of 
bison reportedly "covered the ground" at a grove in Milford Township in Iroquois County (page 406). 
Even though there are relatively few reports of bison along the Kankakee River, they ranged from one 
end of the valIey to the other. Heunepin noted buffalo bones at the head of the Kankakee; La SalIe 
and St. Cosme found them near the mouth of the river. Charlevoix said that the Kankakee-St. Joseph 
portage was calIed "the Meadow de la Tete de Boeuj, (the Buffalo's Head) because they found here a 
Buffalo's Head of a monstrous size." 88 (Some have speculated that this head nlight have been the skulI 
of a mastodon or mammoth. ") Near the portage was Ie Pare aux Vaehes ("tile Cow Yard"), suppos­
edly the French translation of a local name meaning "cow pastures" or "cow pens"-an allusion to the 
abundance of bison or "wild cattle." 14 
Bison like to walIow in mud, but they avoid deep organic soils where they can become mired. They 
must have avoided much of the Kankakee lowland, where it was mucky and peaty. 
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· .. To realize the immense numbers of pigeons that were here in each August 
month, when some of us who are now living were young hunters, one would need 
to see them almost darkening the sky sometimes, and hear the sweep of their 
wings, and see them rapidly gathering the acorns from the oak trees, and again 
covering large areas in the stubble of the grain fields, constantly in motion, as they 
picked up the scattered grains of wheat and of oats. Such sights would make the 
boys of this day almost go wild with delight. The American wild pigeon has gone, 
perhaps exterminated like the bison. 
· .. Pleasant and some thrilling recollections of the wild animals of the early years 
belong to those who were pioneer children then. It took these wild animals, espe­
cially the quails and grouse and wolves and deer, so abundant in those days, some 
little time to learn that some new occupants were taking possession of their 
haunts, and when the wolves would come suddenly, in the day time, into a field of 
corn, and the deer would come suddenly upon a settler's cabin, while the children 
were delighted, these animals were certainly surprised. 
· .. In 1843 and in 1844 as many as seventy deer, it is claimed, could be seen at 
one time on the prairies in Newton and Jasper counties; and Mr. David Nowels 
· .. of Rensselaer, says that he has seen as many as seventy-five at one time. 
While not a noted hunter, as his father was, he has killed as many as five deer in 
one day. 
· .. The facts are well attested that others have seen, some of whom are yet living, 
from twenty to forty and fifty deer in a single herd or drove .... 
· .. There can be no exaggeration in asserting that some sixty and seventy years 
ago there were deer here not only by the hundreds but by the thousands; as there 
were the prairie chickens or pinnated grouse here thousands upon thousands, and 
wild ducks and wild geese and wild pigeons, surely by the millions. 
· .. At North Judson, in Starke County, is a singular industry, known as a "frog 
and turtle industry." According to a writer in the North Judson News, "there is a 
great and growing demand for frogs," and from this place they are shipped "into 
the leading markets of the country." On the day when the "News" writer visited 
this establishment, he says that in one hour one hundred and fifty dollars was paid 
out for frogs, brought in sacks and in wagon loads. For several days they can be 
kept in barrels until they are shipped and the big pond near by now contains, the 
"News" writer says, "over three million frogs." He says little about the turtles or 
tortoises, but they also are bought and shipped.• 
• This business is further described on page 238. 
247 
· .. Mr. H. Seymour of Hebron, who was born February 20, 1808, and who died 
January 18, 1900, ... was probably the oldest of the early trappers and hunters 
· .. who spent many years along the Kankakee marsh. He came ... to the vicinity 
of the old Indian Town, south of Hebron, • in 1833.... He said that he thought 
the white cranes 1 and the swan made nests in the marsh region in those early 
times, but he was not really certain. In regard to the sand-hill cranes, the wild 
geese, the ducks, herons, and the smaller water fowls of the region, there was, he 
was sure, no doubt in regard to their nests. 
The wild geese, the brants, most of the different species of ducks, and largely the 
sand-hill cranes, have gone to places more remote from the foot of man and the 
noise of steam, to make their nests and rear their young; but in this grand marsh 
region the nesting places still remain of the blue heron, of the bittern, of the mud­
hen, of various species of snipe, of rail, and of plover. On Red Oak Island are still 
the nesting places of owls, the large horned owls, and other varieties. 
The wild geese many years ago made nests upon sections 4 and 5, and 18, in town­
ship 32, range 7 west, ~ the name Goose Pond having been given by the early 
settlers to a portion of water, at the beginning of the present Brown Ditch, on 
section 4 .... On section 18 they had for their swimming place a bayou which 
the trappers call Hog Marsh. 
On section 7, in this same township and range, is a small island where many nests 
are still made by a marsh water fowl which the hunters call "squaks." ~ 
· .. On "Little Eagle," a small marsh island, ... there was, many years ago, an 
eagle's nest, built upon a large elm tree. This island is on section 6, township 32, 
range 7 west § • • •• The same pair of eagles, it is believed, made a nest or repair­
ed one for some twenty years. They left the island about 1880. 
• Hebron is four miles north of the Kankakee River in southwestern Porter County. 
1White crane = whooping crane. 
~ These sections are in the southeast corner of Lake County. 
~ "Squaks" (squawks) are night-herons. An 1889 article about birds of the Kankakee valley 
refers to the black-crowned night-heron as the "night heron or squawk." 291 An 1898 monograph about 
the avifauna of Indiana assigns the name "squawk" to both the black-crowned night-heron and the 
yellow-crowned night-heron. 80 Black-crowned night-herons are more likely than yellow-crowned 
night-herons to nest in large colonies-as on this "squak" island. 
§ The eagle nest was in Eagle Creek Township, in the southeast corner of Lake County. 
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· .. When the last deer was seen in Lake County cannot certainly be known, but 
surely very few have been in any of the island groves since 1884. 
Occasionally a wolf is yet found, or until very recently. In the spring of 1869 a 
wolf and eight young ones were killed on the Knoph farm only a mile or two east 
of Crown Point. 
A few musk-rats of the noted Kankakee variety yet remain, and now and then 
there is found a mink. John Loague, who has a camp atRed Oak Island, in Febru­
ary of 1900 caught a mink which measured three feet from the tip of the nose to 
the end of the tail. It was considered a very large one. 
Quails to some extent remain, a few "prairie chickens," some few, very few par­
tridges, • may possibly be found on well protected grounds, a few squirrels, many 
rabbits, some foxes, woodchucks and skunks, and a wolf, the last one yet heard of 
was killed near Lake Station t in February, 1900, a straggler no doubt. Plover and 
other water fowls yet remain along the Kankakee. 
· .. G.M. Shaver ... shot in one year eleven hundred ducks and other 
waterfowl. ; 19 . 
1900: "Reclaiming Swamp Lands" 
This article in the Drainage Journal makes particular mention of three big drainage districts 
in east-central Illinois: "... one near Piper City, ~ another near Ashkum, § and one near 
• In this instance, "partridges" refers to ruffed grouse. The uorthern bobwhite (bobwhite 
quail) was sometimes called a partridge iu the 1800s. To quote "The Birds of Indiana" (1898) regard­
ing the ruffed grouse, "In the Whitewater Valley this bird is known as 'Pheasant.' In some other 
localities it is called 'Partridge.' These names but serve to confuse one, as it is neither; it is a Grouse. 
The"term 'Partridge' is also quite widely applied to the Bobwhite." 80 In his Recollections ofa Life­
time (1857), S.G. Goodrich offered to sort out the confusion: "The American quail is a species of 
partridge, in size between the European quail and partridge. The partridge of New Eugland is the 
pheasant of the South, and ruffed grouse of the naturalists." 129 
t Lake Station is in northern Lake County, three miles south of Lake Michigan. 
; Mr. Shaver ran Camp Milligan, a hunting resort that was established in 1869 on School 
Grove Island at the north edge of the Kankakee Marsh, three miles east of the Illinois-Indiana line. 
~ The Piper City drainage district eliminated the vast Vermilion Swamp, which covered more 
than 50 square miles at the head of the Vermilion River, immediately west of the Kankakee River Area. 
§ This project made it possible to farm the Big Meadows, which extended across more than 10 
square miles of the iroquois River valley west of Ashkum. 
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Gilman, Ill.• These three districts practically redeem 125,000 acres. There are many smaller 
districts, which we do not mention, reclaiming thousands of acres of the very best agricul­
tural lands, upon which magnificent crops are growing." 61 
1901: "A Problem in Drainage-How It Was Solved" 
J.L. Clark, a drainage engineer, wrote this feature article for the Drainage Journal. Clark's 
story tells of efforts to drain a tract of land in the Grand Kankakee Marsh along the state line 
on the north side of the river. Surveyors had struggled for three days to cross this section 
of marsh in 1821 (page 33). Mr. Clark's article begins, 
Several years ago, Gen. George W. Cass, of New York ... requested me to 
locate a dredge ditch on his lands in the Kankakee marsh. . .. . .. the problem 
before me was to sufficiently drain a tract of land, containing about nine hundred 
acres, as to enable him to raise tame grass upon it. 
. . . It was a tract of land lying nearly at the foot of a marsh containing over six 
hundred square miles, t the greater part of which was covered every spring, and 
usually two or three times during the summer, with varying depths of water. This 
tract, from causes which I will not stop to enumerate, was at the maximum point 
of overflow. The 1.,1. & 1. railroad is now on the north side; West creek was on 
the east, Kankakee river on the south, and the State line on the west. The banks of 
the river, which were about eighteen inches higher than the marsh, were the high­
est points on the land, except on the side on which the buildings stood. 
Beginning at the river and running north, I afterward found that as soon as I left 
the bank caused by the lodgment of sediment in overflows, it was either a dead 
level or a slight slope to the north, till I reached the high land-the shore, as it is 
there called. I speak of the level as I would of the sea in a general way, for this, 
like the sea, had its undulations, the ridges and depressions varying from one foot 
to three feet in altitude, the lowest depression being lower than the surface of the 
water in the river at ordinary stage. This was in places covered with bull grass ~ so 
tall that a man on horseback would not see around him. Other places were grown 
up with flag, ~ and the balance was a vast city of muskrats, whose houses, if not as 
• Special District Number 1 was established on approximately 17,000 acres that drain into 
Spring Creek, a tributary of the Iroquois River. 12 
t The property was at the west end of the Grand Kankakee Marsh. 
~ Considering the plant's growth fonn and habitat, bull grass might be prairie cord grass 
(Sparlina peclinala). 
~ Any aquatic plant with long, grass-like, but relatively broad leaves might have been called a 
flag-including cat-tail (Typha), bur-reed (Sparganium), and blue flag (Iris). 
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palatial, were thicker than the buildings in the heart of a city. The slope of the 
marsh to the west was, on the average, about sixteen inches to the mile, but lay in 
benches running from one-half mile to a mile nearly level, then, in a few rods, 
dropping from six to eighteen inches. Every spring this was all a sea, and, where 
autumn fires had previously swept over it, made the nicest boating site conceiv­
able. The extreme north side being lower, the rest was covered with water three­
fourths of the year, since, when the water receded, it left yet a considerable 
amount to await the slow process of evaporation. 
. . . Large amounts had been expended in the attempt to drain it, but the work in 
that line seemed, to me, to consist of a bundle of sporadic efforts with no fixed 
plan or purpose, and, with one exception, had done no good whatever. That 
exception was a dredge ditch called the "Singleton ditch," • which greatly facili­
tated the emptying of the marsh when the water subsided. This ditch had changed 
the nature of the grass in its vicinity and the ridges near it had been farmed, but 
with little or no success. Still, one dry summer-the summer of 1882, I believe­
in which we had no high water from early spring till fall, they raised a splendid 
crop. I know that one man put in thirty acres of corn and gathered 1,500 bushels, 
but he gathered it in boats, the high water coming too late to materially injure the 
crop, but too early to allow it to be gathered in the usual way. The seasons 
following this were quite wet, and the old conditions were fast reasserting them­
selves. 91 
Clark struggled to find a way to drain the tract. He was stymied: "The only drawback was 
that we must empty the water into the river, and the river was higher than the low places in 
the marsh." He failed to persuade the Indiana legislature to appropriate money to deepen the 
river. Mter many months of surveying, Clark was able to see how to drain the land when he 
stood in the marsh on a rise that had just been cleared of forest: "The timber was all cut; the 
brush all piled and burned; the whole scene was now before me, where before the view had 
been broken by timber, and quicker than the lightning's flash came the solution." 91 
The answer to the challenge involved constructing about five miles of new levees and using 
four miles of an existing railroad embankment as a levee. The lower end of Bull Creek was 
diverted down a dredge ditch for two and one-half miles. About 14 miles of tile were placed 
under 650 acres. A separate project dug a big ditch (5 feet deep, 20 feet wide, and 18 miles 
long) that connected to the outlet for these tiles. Clark noted that this ditch "to a consider­
able degree, improved the working of the tile." As a result of these labors ... 
During the last season (1892)-a1though we had high water in early May and also 
in the latter part of June-the man on the place harvested a large crop of oats, 
sowing them when, not a stone's throwaway, parties in boats were hunting ducks. 
• Singleton Ditch is the main drainage channel for the Grand Kankakee Marsh on the north 
side of the Kankakee River in Kankakee and Lake Counties. It enters the river near Momence. 
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He gathered corn yielding fully fifty bushels to the acre where, but a few years 
ago, the muskrats were holding high carnival. Where, but a short time since, the 
bull frogs in one overwhelming chorus were chanting mournful melodies, cattle 
now chew the sweet cud of contentment on blue grass pastures. 91 
J.L. Clark admitted, "That the benefits are inadequate to the expense, is perhaps too true": 
It is too much like draining an acre in a section and being obliged to drain the 
whole section in order to reach it. But how quickly and how strongly the scale 
would turn could the whole marsh have been embraced! 91 
Ditches and levees had to be extended across about seven square miles to effectively drain 
General Cass' 900 acres. Cass knew at the outset that the effort would not be cost-effec­
tive, but he told Clark, "1 want to demonstrate that every acre of the Kankakee marsh can be 
drained, and when 1 drain this piece 1 have demonstrated it." 91 He died before the job was 
done. 
1903: The Past and Present of Vermilion County, Illinois 
Thomas Woolverton moved to Hoopeston about 1877. According to The Past andPresent, 
"He was a resident of this place when the entire locality was covered with rosin-weed' and 
milk-weed and prairie grasses grew in abundance." 265 
1904: "Status of Prairie Chickens in Illinois Counties in 1904" 
As part of an effort to increase hunting opportunities, the State Game Commissioner gath­
ered estimates of the abundance and population trends of greater prairie-chickens in Illinois. 
Three Kankakee valley counties are in the compilation. Ford: "A few seen." Grundy: 
"Plentiful and increasing." Kankakee: "Scarce but increasing." 125 
1904: Tales ofKankakee Land 
The author of this classic, Charles Bartlett, was born at the eastern headwaters of the Kanka­
kee River and spent much of his life exploring the region when it was stilI wild. Mr. Bartlett 
was a close observer of nature, and his writings are rich with references to plants and animals 
that inhabited Kankakee Land. His homeland was so far east in the Kankakee valley that his 
discussions ofthe plant life-including northern species such as tamarack and pipsissewa-do 
not pertain to the character ofthe valley in Illinois. Consequently Bartlett's portrayals ofthe 
region's biota are not reproduced here. His remembrances of wildfires during the pioneer 
era are quoted on pages 392 to 394. 
• Today Silphillm integrifolillm is usually called the rosin weed or resin weed. In the 1800s 
two other members of the genus were known by these names: S. laciniatllm (now known as compass 
plant) and, to a lesser extent, S. terebinthinacellm (prairie dock). 
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1906: History ofKankakee County 
Editors William Kenaga and George Letourneau prepared the following information about 
the ecology and environment of Kankakee County: 
A considerable portion of the land in Kankakee county was at one time included in 
the general classification of "Swamp Land" .... 
· .. Kankakee county land may be roughly classified as to surface soil into three 
groups: sand and marsh land, light black soil, and a heavy black loam, the land 
increasing in value in the order of mention. The sand land is always found in low 
ridges, covered with a growth of different varieties of oak, the ridges separated 
from each other by stretches of heavy black muck. . .. With the exception of the 
sand land, and a few spots near the river where the limestone formation is near the 
surface, the soil of Kankakee county ranks with the most productive in the 
state .... 
· .. The county is drained by the Kankakee river and its numerous tributaries. 
This beautiful stream ... was the pride of the Pottawatomies and the salvation of 
the early settlers ... , Its source is in the marshes ofNorthwestern Indiana .... 
· .. it is augmented by the Iroquois, a muddy stream also having its rise in the 
marshes of the Hoosier state. . .. '" In common with the rest of the state, a 
remarkable feature of the county is the almost entire absence of natural lakes and 
ponds.• 
· .. In the early days the preponderating resource of the county was its timber, and 
while the miles of wooded lands skirting the rivers and streams in large measure 
have been denuded, there still remains large tracts of oak, elm, ash, hickory, 
walnut, maple_ and other hard woods, with an occasional group of pine and cedar, 
along the rocky banks of the river. 
· .. And the silence of the prairies! To none other could it be compared. At no 
time or by any people can it ever be known again. Only by those in whose minds it 
remains a haunting memory can its awful solemnity be understood. Mr. Bloom, in 
his day an enthusiastic hunter, speaks of the overpowering silence while on hunting 
expeditions away from the timber in Pilot, Norton and Essex townships. t No 
sound of insect or bird diverted his mind from the sense of loss and isolation. It 
was as if his hands were pinioned in the face of his greatest and noblest opportu­
nity; as if the combined happenings of all the past and all the future might at any 
• In their chapter about Swuuer Township, the editors pointed out that there were once many 
ponds or sloughs. 
t H.S. Bloom's musing about the silence of the prairies is on page 192. 
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moment crash about his head, his puny arms being powerless to stay the avalanche. 
The great American desert or the fastnesses of the Rockies or Sierra Nevadas 
produces no such gripping at one's heart strings, no such catching of one's breath. 
It was the call of the prairies for release from their burden of suppressed and 
latent opportunity; a plea for the safety valve of man's ingenuity to raise them 
above the curse of impotence and uselessness. 27 
Information about the former ecology of the Kankakee River valley may be found in this 
volume's historical accounts about each township. First, Yellowhead Township: 
The name Yellowhead is that of a chief of the Pottawatomies, whose tribe had 
their village near the west point of the grove on the south side of the town * •••• 
. . . Originally the southern portion was covered with an extensive growth of tim­
ber, which, since cleared off, has produced a finer quality of wheat than any other 
lands in the county. 27 
Sumner Township: 
The township is thirty-six sections of gently rolling prairie, practically destitute 
of native timber. Originally there were many ponds, or sloughs, as the early 
settlers called them, but with the advent of tile they have disappeared, and now 
form our richest soil. Here, in the early days, were numerous muskrats, wolves, 
deer, geese, cranes and ducks, making a hunter's paradise; while around the 
ponds, and over the wide and almost boundless prairies there waved such oceans 
of grass and bloomed such a wilderness of flowers that upon the memory of the 
youth who grew up in these surroundings there was painted a picture of brightness 
which neither the vicissitudes of time nor the development of change could 
efface. 27 
Manteno Township: 
For the reason that it was not supplied with timber, the most essential thing in 
pioneer home building, this town was not settled as early as some other towns in 
• The editors often referred to townships as "towns." 
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the county. The nearest timber was at the extreme southwest comer, to which 
locality came the first pioneers. 27 
Rockville Township: 
About 2,000 acres of the southwest comer of the town was originally heavily 
timbered with white, red and burr oak, black and white walnut, shellbark, bitter 
hickory, and red elm, but most of this has been cut off.• 
Rock Creek runs in a southwestern course through the township, ... discharging 
its waters into the Kankakee river ... , running for the last mile and a half nearly 
due south through a chasm of perpendicular rocks from twenty to sixty feet high. 
At one time the creek was fringed with red cedars on either side, ·which gave it 
quite a romantic appearance. The stream runs very rapidly through this chasm 
with a perpendicular fall, in one place, of six feet. 27 
Salina Township: 
The northern and eastern portion of the town was originally heavily timbered with 
oak, with intervening stretches of open prairie which required extensive drainage 
before it could be cultivated. . .. The land is a sandy loam with a clay sub-soil, 
and is very productive. 27 
Limestone Township: 
The name appropriately arises from the fact that the lands adjoining the river have 
frequent outcroppings of limestone. 
The "Barrens", t extending into the western portion of the township, are, as their 
names indicate, less productive than the other lands of the town. The elevation of 
these lands make the town, as a whole, susceptible of good drainage, yet with the 
exception of a strip of land lying along the banks of the Kankakee river, and possi­
bly a few other isolated examples, the drainage is poor, there being no natural 
creeks or drains. What is most needed is good dredge ditches to take off the over­
flow water, and afford an outlet for tile. 27 
• This list was derived from H.S. Bloom (page 191) and Paddock's 1883 history of the county 
(page 196). 
t These barrens were on thin soil over bedrock on the south side of the Kankakee River, and on 
an adjacent sand dune field that stretched for miles across Limestone Township. 
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Bourbonnais Township: 
Situated on the north side of the Kankakee, a river unsurpassed in the central west 
for beauty of scenery and utility of resource, there still are evidences of that splen­
did growth of timber, which, in primeval days, extended down the shore in an 
unbroken line for fifteen miles, and in width was a mile wide. Casting their shade 
upon the untilled earth were remarkably large growths of white and red oak, black 
walnut, hickory, elm; and an abundance of plums, crabapples, cherries, grapes and 
berries of all kinds delighted the heart of the seeker in their season. Necessarily the 
droves of deer and flocks of turkeys and other game have disappeared before the 
approach of the agriculturist, but in the clear depth of the picturesque Kankakee 
still disport as gamy specimens of the finny tribe as ever lured the disciples of 
Isaac Walton. 
. . . Altorf. A small village seven miles down the riverfrom Bourbonnais .... 
Mr. Goodwin built ... a dam across the Kankakee and manufactured flour for a 
time, or until the ice carried away the dam, leaving the mill to silence and perpetual 
idleness. 27 
Ganeer Township: 'There are five islands in the river, and all were originally timbered, as 
were portions of the river banks on both sides." 27 
Momence Township: 
The Kankakee river enters the town from the east, near the center of the township, 
and pursues a tortuous course westerly, passing through the corporate limits of the 
city of Momence. It here leaves the town in two streams, having been divided 
about one-half mile east of the west boundary of the town, by a high, well-wooded 
island. The river is broad, deep and navigable until within about half a mile above 
the city of Momence, where a rock bottom appears forming a natural dam. The 
river is skirted on both sides by a belt of timber, averaging half a mile wide. A 
small portion of Yellowhead grove extends into the northern boundaries of the 
town, but with this exception it all originally was prairie lands, with the eastern 
portion wet and marshy, especially north of the river. At the present time, with 
the natural advantage of the Little Bull, Pike and Trim creeks, and the numerous 
dredge ditches that have been constructed, these lands are fairly well drained, but 
are still subject to overflow in exceedingly high water. 
The southern portion of the town is drained by a dredge ditch from the state line 
west into the river, discharging just above the city of Momence. The north por­
tion of the south side of the town has numerous smaller outlets leading directly 
into the river. 
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· .. The lowering of the rock ledge at Momence would greatly benefit the low 
lands east of the city, more especially on the north side of the river. In all proba­
bility this work will be accomplished eventually, but will be so great an undertak­
ing that the expense will have to be shared by the states of Illinois and Indiana. 27 
Pembroke Township: 
Originally about three-fourths of the entire town was what was designated swamp 
or overflowed land, the balance being high, sandy land, covered by oak and other 
timber. Much of this timber was taken up in early days from the government by 
the farmers living on the prairies, who thus provided themselves with fuel, rails 
and building material. 
The swampy prairie has a fairly good depth of black sandy soil, capable of raising 
a good crop if properly drained. It is however, better adapted to grazing than 
general farming. . .. In former years, thousands of cattle were annually sent to 
this part of the country to graze during the season. . .. . .. Since the construc­
tion of about thirty miles of dredge-ditch during the past few years, ... many fine 
and productive farms have been opened by the land owners, where swamp and 
quagmire formerly existed. 
· .. The very early pioneers were tavern keepers, who located on the great 
thoroughfare leading to the metropolis of the west. • Mr. Humphrey was the first 
of these and located in 1837 in a little crab-apple grove on the northwest corner of 
Section 17, near the Devil's Dive, on land now owned by Eugene Mathers. 27 
St. Anne Township: "In the '70s P.A. Bonvallet located where he now resides on Section 
26, on a high point of what is called the sand ridges. He cleared the land of oak timber and 
brush and planted many kinds of grapes." 27 
Aroma Township: 
The Kankakee and Iroquois rivers have a frontage in this town of not less than 
sixteen miles and are skirted with different varieties of valuable timber. . .. Deer 
creek, rising in the slough, south of Mount Langham, takes a southerly and then a 
southwesterly course, and empties into the Iroquois river just above Sugar Island. 
· .. The construction of a dam across the river t was started in 1852 .... 
· .. The dam ... remained, with occasional repairs, until the spring of 1903, 
• Hubbard's Trail, predecessor of Illinois Route 1, led through Pembroke Township to 
Chicago. 
t The river was the Kankakee. 
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when it was so much injured by ice that the proprietors, Messrs. Beardsley and 
Lenfestey constructed a new dam a short distance below the site of the old one. 27 
Otto Township: 
· .. Supervisor Gubtail ... suggested that, since they had an Aroma, • they ought 
also to have an Otto township, Otto being a corruption of attar, the aromatic 
principle of the essential oil of roses. The thought grew from the supervisor's 
appreciation of the acres of prairie flowers surrounding the homes of the settlers. t 
· .. Sugar Island dam, erected by Henry Ostrander in 1849, was kept in partial 
repair until eight or ten years ago. . .. The interest Iroquois county had in the 
removal of the dam was to afford better drainage for some of her farm lands. 
Sugar island is a beautiful site, having beautiful shade trees, good fishing, and 
excellent facilities for camping and picnics. 
· .. Ostrander had built a sawmill on the Aroma side of the Iroquois river in ... 
1849. Later he erected a grist mill on the Otto side of the river. 27 
Pilot Township: 
Originally the lands in this township were prairie, with the exception of forty acres, 
covered with an excellent quality of timber on the northeast one-fourth of Section 
2, Township 29. 
The grove situated on a hill and at its feet a beautiful rolling prairie stretching 
away in undulating folds as far as the eye could see, made a picture rarely found 
elsewhere in nature, and fully justifying the title of Grand Prairie. From a distance 
the grove loomed up massive and solitary, and in its prominence was a guide by 
which the early settlers were wont to direct their course over the trackless prairies. 
Hence the name Pilot grove. 27 
• That is, Aroma Township. 
t An earlier version of this story is on page 200. 
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Norton Township: 
Without a stick of natural timber within many miles, with its prairies gently sloping 
to the north, and traversed by creeks and ditches, affording the most thorough 
drainage for all the lands in the town, a decided appropriateness lurks in its name 
of "Grand Prairie." 27 
William States, who came to live in Norton Township in 1858, later recalled, 
Deer were quite plentiful even after my arrival in the country. Mr. John Law 
killed two at one shot on Section 4, north of Cabery, and Adam Glass killed 
another the same night. Mr. George Allen, who now lives in Chabanse, ran one 
down with his beautiful horse Bay Dan. 
And one would think from the noise that the wolves made at night that they num­
bered legions; prairie chickens were always to be had in abundance. 27 
In the City of Kankakee ... 
Much of the town site was heavily timbered, especially from Station street north to 
the Big Four, and it is a matter of regret that so little of the natural timber has been 
left standing. 
. . . The only fuel available in the early day was wood, and it was cheaper to cut 
and utilize the free wood from the property of others than to purchase from the 
farmers, and to such an extent was the destruction of trees both large and small 
carried on, that ... an ordinance was passed imposing a heavy fine on those cut­
ting timber from property other than their own. 27 
The History ofKankakee County presents the opinion ofa local expert, Edwin R. Beardsley, 
regarding the potential impact of draining the Grand Kankakee Marsh: 
Concerning the possible effect upon the even flow of the Kankakee river, of the 
straightening of the river in Indiana, and the draining of the swamps by tile and 
drainage ditches, Mr. Beardsley says, "It was my opinion, up to a few year ago, 
that habitation and drainage would destroy the storage features of the marshes to 
such an extent that the value of the river for power purposes would be impaired, 
but since large areas of the Kankakee valley have been drained, and the reservoir 
feature destroyed, without apparent injury to an equitable flow during dry seasons, 
but rather with the effect of producing a better flow, I have come to the conclu­
sion that thorough drainage of the valley will tend to equalize the flow more per­
fectly than under the old storage conditions. 
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"Owing to the rank, dense vegetation, the flood waters were held back covering 
the marshes several feet deep with the accumulated rains, forming a vast reservoir, 
which required about six weeks to empty, and acted as a regulator to the amount 
of daily discharge, but there was then the loss by evaporation, (depending of 
course upon the temperature and wind) which amounted to considerable. 
"With drainage this storage is transferred from the surface of the land to the sub­
soil, and, being here protected from evaporation, feeds off slowly through the 
ground as spring water into the ditches and river, and thus maintains a more uni­
form flow of water at all seasons of the year.• 
"As to dredging the river in Indiana, by dredge boat, it will be noticed that God 
never made a straight river, and I don't think man can improve on his general 
plans." 
It will be remembered that at the time of the removal of the rock from the river at 
Momence, Mr. Beardsley was of the opinion that it would decrease the uniform 
flow of water in the river. Probably no man in the county is as competent to make 
observations along this line as Mr. Beardsley, and it is gratifying to all citizens of 
this beautiful valley to know that in his opinion the drainage of the vast marshes of 
Indiana will aid rather than diminish the flow of water in the dry seasons. t 27 
• E.R. Beardsley's assessment does not agree with the views of Jolm Campbell, Chief Engi­
neer for the State of Indiana. In 1882 Professor Campbell predicted, 
Mter the drainage has been once accomplished and the lands brought under cultivation, there 
will be a great diminution of the volwne of water to be carried off. 
The absorbent power of the reclaimed land and the evaporating surface will be increased, and 
the quantity of surplus water will be proportionally diminished. 82 
W.S. Blatchley, a geologist with an intimate familiarity with the Kankakee valley, also disagreed with 
Beardsley. He observed in 1898, 
The amount of water which the river now discharges varies with the season much more than 
formerly. '" At present, on account of the drainage of a large portion of this marsh, •.• the 
water flows off much sooner after it falls and consequently the river is higher during the 
autunwand spring floods and lower at other seasons than formerly. 63 
Engineers plaIllling the Chicago Drainage Canal in 1892 held views similar to Blatchley's (page 220). 
t Edwin R. Beardsley built a dam on the Kankakee River at Aroma Park: "Here he purchased 
the necessary water power and, in 1856, erected a grist mill which had a capacity of one hundred 
barrels of flour per day. This he operated until 1890. In 1866 he added to his growing business a 
paper mill which he put np that year." 27 Beardsley's biography emphasizes his expertise as a hydraulic 
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1906-08: Report ofState Fish Commissioners 
In the early 1900s a State law required that dams be constructed with a fishway to help fish 
cross the obstruction. One of the duties ofMr. A. Sites, a State FishWarden, was to inspect 
fishways and ensure that dam owners complied with the law. In the latter part of 1906, 
Warden Sites reported, 
Went to Kankakee to investigate the fish way in the dam at Kankakee. I found 
that there was a fish way in the dam but the water was so high that I could not see 
enough of it to make a fair report. The people living around there told me there 
was a good fish way. 154 
Mr. Sites was back at the Kankakee River on July 18, 1908. His daybook reports, 
Went to Custer Park and got S.W. Burt, the party that made the complaint to the 
Governor in regard to the fishway in the dams at Wilmington, and took him over 
to the dam to show me what it lacked. He waded out on the dam and found the 
opening to the fishway. It measured 15x18 inches, but we could not get at the 
fish ladder on account of the way it was built and the water was so high that we 
could not get at it. This dam is owned and controlled by a firm that oWns the 
paper mills at Wilmington. . .. I think they will make it so that it will satisfy the 
people above the dam. 154 
1907: "Notes on Mammals of the Kankakee Valley" 
Walter L. Hahn introduced his topic by stating, "The region is one of considerable interest 
to the naturalist." 
The large areas of almost impenetrable swamp have furnished retreats for many of 
the larger animals so that some of them have survived here longer than in most 
other localities in Indiana or the adjoining States. At the present time, however, 
the land is being drained and reduced to cultivation .... 
According to the official report of a survey made in 1882, the reclaimable swamp 
land of the Kankakee Valley in Indiana at that time comprised an area of 500,000 
acres. • 
engineer: "Mr. Beardsley is the inventor of the gravity dam, and has written a book on the subject of 
hydraulics and the construction of dams, which has had a large circulation. He built the dam at Aroma 
which has stood all the tests. He has great confidence in this type of dam and has constructed them in 
Colorado, Washington and throughout a wide area in the United States." 27 
• This is a reference to Professor Campbell's Report upon the Improvement of the Kankakee 
River and the Drainage of/he Marsh Lands in Indiana (page 174), which says that "not less than four 
hUlldred thousand" acres of marsh could be drained. 
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... Since 1882 much of the land has been drained. English Lake, represented on 
maps still in general use as the largest lake in the State, • no longer exists. Beaver 
Lake, a large body of water in Newton County, has been drained and its former 
site is now under cultivation. At other localities also marshes have been drained 
and, it may be said, that places permanently under water twenty-five years ago are 
now marshes utilized for grazing during the dry season, while the marshes of that 
period have become cultivated fields. 
Such important physical changes necessarily have a marked effect upon the fauna 
and flora of the region. Aquatic plants and animals are being reduced in number 
and restricted in habitat while such nonaquatic species as are not held in check by 
man are increasing in numbers and extending their range. 132 
The following notes are from Walter Hahn's species accounts. First, the white-tailed deer: 
"It is not probable that any now exist here in the wild state." 132 
Thirteen-lined ground squirrel: "1 noticed the burrows ... in railway embankments ... , and 
it is probable that it has extended its range, locally, at least, by following these embankments 
through the marshes." 132 
Woodchuck: "Porter County pays a bounty of 10 cents for each animal killed and a state­
ment furnished me by the county treasurer shows that an average of about 1,400 wood­
chucks a year have been killed for the five years ending with 1905 ...." 132 
White-footed mouse: 
This species is abundant everywhere, being found in small numbers at places in the 
swamps where all the land within the radius of 1 mile is submerged for weeks at a 
time. 1 do not know how it exists at such times unless it lives on the supplies 
which squirrels have stored away in the trees. 132 
Muskrat: 
The muskrat was formerly extremely abundant in this region. Rev. T.R. Ball says 
that during the period from 1834 to 1884 from 20,000 to 40,000 muskrats were 
trapped annually in Lake County alone. t Since the work of draining the land has 
begun, the area suited to the habitat of these animals has diminished and conse­
• English Lake, as mapped by the U.S. Public Land Survey, was more than 6,000 acres (page 
133). Beaver Lake was about 14,700 acres according to the same survey (page 108). 
t T.H. Ball's estimate of 20,000 to 40,000 pelts refers to the nwnber of mink and muskrats 
trapped each year in the Ca1wnet River region-not to the uwnber of muskrats taken in Lake County as 
a whole (page 212). In addition to this harvest from the Calwnet area, Ball reckoned that "the a1111ual 
yield of Kankakee fur may be placed at thirty thousand musk-rat skins" in Lake County (page 212). 
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quently the number of the animals themselves is diminishing. However, they are 
stilI abundant and form an important source of revenue to many of the inhabitants. 
One trapper told me that he secured from 700 to 1,200 skins annually. Another 
man trapped 300 muskrats within a month during the autumn of 1904. 132 
Red fox: "The red fox is not common in the marshes, though occasionally taken there. At 
Mountayr they were very abundant and troublesome. One farmer told me that he had had 
150 chickens killed by them during the spring and summer of 1905." 132 
Gray wolf: "The timber wolf is said to live in the Kankakee swamps in small numbers. 
Reports are conflicting, however, and the following species may be the only wolf surviving 
in that region at the present time." 132 
Coyote: 
There is no doubt that the coyote has increased in numbers and extended its range 
in northern Indiana during the past ten years. One reason for this is doubtless the 
fencing of the swamps for cattle ranges, which has made hunting on horseback 
impracticable. It may be also that the race has become better adapted to the pres­
ence of man by becoming more wary or by modifying its habits in some way. 
. . . Hon. L. Darrow of Laporte, says that he has seen as many as 20 prairie 
wolves in a pack on one occasion and at another time 8. Mr. C.W. Bussel, of 
McCoysburg, Jasper County, also writes that they congregate in large numbers 
during the mating season .... Mr. Bussel killed 10 of these animals during the 
winter of 1903-4, and other hunters also killed a number in the same vicinity. 132 
River otter: "Otter are becoming very scarce, but a few are stilI taken every winter." 132 
Mink: "The mink is abundant in the wooded swamps along the river." 132 
Long-tailed weasel: "Weasels are abundant at most points in the Kankakee Valley and are 
trapped for fur ...." 132 
Raccoon: "Abundant. Many are trapped for fur each year." 132 
Big brown bat: "I saw bats flying frequently and was shown where a colony had formerly 
occupied a hole in some old piling in the river at Bluegrass Landing. .,. judging from the 
description they were probably the large brown bat, Vespertilio fuscus." 132 
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1907: Past and Present ofIroquois County, Illinois 
William Lloyd Eastburn was the first white child born in Iroquois County (1836). According 
to Eastburn's biographer, 
Very few evidences of civilization could here be found at the time of his birth. 
. . . Much of the land was wild and swampy and the prairies were uncultivated. 
Deer, prairie chickens and other wild game were plentiful and many wolves were 
also seen. 167 
Issac Thomas came to live in Beaver Township in 1870. His biography reviews some of the 
principal activities of a pioneer farmer in the Iroquois River valley: 
This was all wild prairie land when it came into his possession but with ox teams 
and a twenty-two-inch plow he began the work of breaking the land and cultivat­
ing the fields. He laid many rods of tiling, built fences, set out trees and erected a 
house and outbuildings. 167 
Arms S. Chapman headed south from Chicago in 1876: 
That year witnessed his arrival in Iroquois county, where he invested his capital in 
six hundred acres of land in Danforth township. The farm was in an unimproved 
condition but by judicious tiling and ditching and the erection of good buildings he 
converted it into one of the best kept and most fertile farms of the county. In fact 
he was a pioneer in drainage in this section of the state and to his efforts and the 
labors of a few other enterprising men is due the splendid condition which is found 
in the agricultural districts in Iroquois county, owing to the tiling and ditching that 
has been carried on. At times the whole surface of the country seemed covered 
with water. Prairie creek several times put a stop to planting or cultivating. An 
ineffective ditch was dug prior to 1878, in which year Mr. Chapman, in company 
with ... others, started the enterprise of cutting a ditch from Prairie to Spring 
creek, thus giving a short outlet for this entire flat country.•... Contracts for 
ditches were let averaging from four to eight feet in depth and forty feet wide, 
surface measure. As soon as water would run they put a riding plow in the ditch 
and teams on each bank. Mr. Chapman managed the plow and often rode in water 
up to his armpits. Day after day he worked in that soaked condition until the 
completion of the ditch. Nothing has done more to add to the advantage of flat 
land in this section and the men who persevered to obtain the enterprise deserve 
much credit. . .. Today drainage has made this one of the richest agricultural 
• The headwaters of Prairie Creek have been diverted from a point near Danforth eastward to 
Spring Creek, a tributary of the Iroquois River. Before the diversion, the natural channel of Prairie 
Creek carried its full flow more than 15 miles farther north and east before joining the Iroquois River. 
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districts of the entire country with farming lands offered at from one to two 
hundred dollars per acre. 167 
This volume includes a chapter about the county's physiography. The author, Frank Mann, 
remarked about the Iroquois River, "In the lower five miles of its course before joining the 
Kankakee river, considerable descent is made, but above this the stream is generally sluggish 
as are also the tributaries." In his description of the great Wisconsinan moraine that arcs 
across Iroquois County, Mr. Mann noted, "From this ridge leading to the northwest is a belt 
wherein bowlders are numerous." 180 
1907: Past and Present of Will County, Illinois 
This voluminous history is by W.W. Stevens, President ofthe Will County Pioneers Associa­
tion. The first volume describes the county's physical features: 
The county originally was largely prairie. There were groves in different parts of 
it, and looked at a distance like islands rising out of the sea. In the early days of 
the settlement of the county the cabins were built almost entirely in or near them, 
they being necessary both for fuel and shelter from the prairie winds. . .. The 
trails across the prairie generally led directly to the groves and no where else. 
· .. The county is well watered, especially in the western part of it. 
· .. The Kankakee rises in northern Indiana and enters the state in Kankakee 
county. It enters this county and forms the dividing liIie between the towns of 
Custer and Wesley, • passes through Wilmington, and unites with the Desplaines. 
There are numerous creeks and small streams throughout the county and these, 
being mostly fed by springs, seldom go dry in summer, but usually furnish an 
abundance of water for stock and farming purposes. 
· .. Eagle lake, in the town of Washington, in the eastern part of the county, is a 
small lake, or what would be called in a country of larger lakes a lakelet. 
In former years the larger streams contained an abundance of fish. Nearly every 
variety found in fresh water was to be found here, but Chicago sewage has killed 
or driven them away until but very few are to be found anywhere in the 
county. t 284 
• That is, Custer and Wesley Townships. TI,e author frequently referred to townships as 
towns. 
t The impact of water pollution is overstated here. The Chicago Drainage Canal was opened 
in 1900, discharging Chicago's sewage into the Chicago, Des Plaines, and Illinois Rivers. Aquatic life 
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Mr. Stevens devoted one chapter to the history and natural features of each ofWill County's 
townships. First, regarding Custer Township ... 
The soil is usually light and poor, except along the Kankakee river where may be 
found some very good farms. 
· .. The township is wel1 watered by the Kankakee river, Horse creek and several 
smal1 streams emptying into it. Settlements were made on those streams as early 
as the year 1840, and good crops raised there, but the only market was Chicago, 
and the only way to transport their crops to market was in flat boats, which they 
floated down the Kankakee, and thence up the Desplaines. 
· .. The earliest settlements in the town were made about the year 1840 by 
· .. Samuel Taft and Nathan Smith. 
· .. Taft ... was attracted to the locality by the abundance of game that was then 
to be found there, and that was the manner in which he gained a livelihood. The 
skins of the deer and coon, and the scalp of the wolf brought him in a considerable 
revenue. 284 
Florence Township: 
This township was set off from Wilmington in 1851. Previous to that time it was 
known only as Starr's Grove. In fact up to about that time there were few settle­
ments in the township except in and around the little grove of a few acres' in the 
northwest corner of the township. The first of the pioneers to settle there took it 
for granted that land that was too poor to raise trees was too poor to raise any­
thing else. But the pioneer soon learned that the open prairie was the best for 
farms. The timber was al1 right for shelter and fuel but the prairie was by far the 
best for farms. Florence is one of the very best farming towns in the county. 
There is no poor land in the township and it is now in the very fore front of the 
farming community. .., The whole township is devoted to farming. ' 
· .. The township has but two smal1 streams of water in it and these are Prairie 
creek and a branch of Forked Creek. t These afford ample facilities for watering 
stock for those farmers who live near them. Stone was formerly quarried in 
in these rivers was devastated by the organic waste flushed down them, but fish were able to survive in 
tributary waters. 
• A remnant of Starr Grove persists along Prairie Creek. 
t This branch is Jordan Creek. 
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places for foundations to buildings but it was of a very poor quality and is now 
pretty much abandoned. 284 
Green Garden Township: 
This is one of the townships in the county that had not a tree in it of any size when 
it was organized as a township in 1853. It was all clean, rolling prairie, with a 
small stream or two, and now and then a slough or low piece of ground of an acre 
or two, but all good farming land .... 
· .. The township was one of the very last in the county to become occupied 
by the settler. Its entire lack of timber was the great drawback to its settle­
ment. ... 284 
Manhattan Township: 
From the earliest settlement it had been known as "Five-Mile Grove," • and that 
name clung to it long after the present name was given it. The little grove was all 
the timber there was in the township. There was an old Indian trail that went in a 
direct line from the Desplaines timber to Five-Mile Grove and thence to Twe1ve­
Mile Grove and thence south to the Kankakee river. The trail became the highway 
in that direction and such it is to the present day. 
· .. Manhattan is one of the finest farming townships in the county. It has a deep, 
rich soil, which is well drained .... 
· .. There are two streams in the township, Jackson and Mud creeks, t so that it 
may be considered as fairly well watered. 284 
Monee Township: 
Game was plenty and a good share of this means subsistence was obtained by the 
rifle. Thorn Grove I and that vicinity was one of the best places for game in the· 
• The settlement was named for a stand of trees along Jackson Creek in the northwest quarter 
of the township. 
t Jackson Creek is a tributary of the Des Plaines River. To the south of Jackson Creek is 
Prairie Creek, which flows to the Kankakee River. In the past, Prairie Creek was sometimes called 
Mud Creek-especially in its upper reaches. 
I Thorn Grove extended into northeastern Monee Township along Thorn Creek. This stream is 
part of the Calumet River drainage. 
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whole county, and venison, wild turkey and chickens were so plentiful as to be of 
little or no value to the pioneers .... 
. . . It was the universal custom of the early pioneer to build his cabin in or near 
the timber, but when that had all been taken and occupied, they began to move out 
on the prairie, and it was soon learned that for almost everything, except fuel, the 
prairie was the best place to live. The land was better and much drier, especially in 
wet weather. The soil in the timber was almost invariably clay, and it retained the 
moisture much longer than did the light, porous soil of the prairie. 284 
Peotone Township: 
This is another of timberless townships, and hence very lately settled. 
. . . There is hardly an acre of poor land in the whole township, nor one that is not 
now occupied and in use. 284 
Reed Township: 
The land is very level, smooth prairie, with very little timber, and what there is is 
of small, scattering growth. There are no streams of water in it of much size, but 
water is obtained abundantly at a depth of twenty-five to forty feet. The land is 
poor generally, the soil being thin and of poor quality for agricultural purposes. 
The poor quality of land and the scarcity of timber in the township were a serious 
drawback to its early settlement. 284 
Washington Township: 
The land generally is rolling, but in places it is flat, with poor drainage. Eagle 
Lake, in the northeastern part of the township, was formerly much larger than 
now, its swamps and marshes furnishing to the inhabitants immense quantities of 
cranberries, but many years ago the lake was drained to a considerable extent and 
all that industry was destroyed. There is a small stream that issues from the south­
ern part of the lake .... 284 
Wesley Township: "Lying along the river as it does it is largely covered with timber only a 
few sections on the north side of the township being free from it and those sections consti­
tute the best part of the township for agricultural purposes ...." 284 
Will Township: 
The township of Will was another of those townships without a tree in the whole 
thirty-six square miles of it, and hence it was until a late date before many settlers 
were attracted to its fertile acres. 
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... As before stated, the township was entirely devoid of timber, but one of the 
first acts of the settler was to supply the deficiency, and now every part of the 
township has its beautiful groves, while alongside of many of the highways trees 
are planted, giving to the landscape a very picturesque as well as homelike appear­
ance. The only stream of water is a small creek known as Walnut creek, but wells 
of water are very readily excavated, so that there is no lack of that for the stock 
and home use. 284 
Wilton Township: 
There was no part of Will county that was better known in early times than 
"Twelve Mile Grove" . . .. . .. It was a large one, covering some square miles in 
its original state, and furnished lumber and fuel for all who wanted it. In the early 
days of the grove, it was one of the finest tracts of timber in all northern Illinois, 
rivaling the famed Hickory Creek timber, in the beauty and size of its black 
walnuts, oaks, and hickories, and they furnished the early settler with all the timber 
and fuel needed for many a year. Then it was a famous hunting ground for deer 
and wild turkeys, while the prairies abounded in chickens and other small game. 
· .. A branch of Forked creek runs through the grove, dividing it into nearly equal 
parts, and no better camping place could anywhere be found than on the smooth 
banks of that stream. 284 
Wilmington Township: 
This township has long been noted as one of the best water power locations in the 
state. It is certainly upon one of the finest streams, with a large fall inside the 
township, and at an early date there was an abundance of water. . .. The bed of 
the river is solid limestone, furnishing the very best foundations for dams and 
mills, as well as for building purposes, and one of the first acts of the early settler 
was to build a mill and take advantage of this magnificent water power. In early 
times, before the advent of the white man to this part of Illinois, the river at 
Wilmington was a famous hunting and fishing ground for the natives, one of the 
principal of the Indian trails of the county crossed the river at that point .... 
· .. In 1836, Thomas Cox came to what is now Wilmington .... He ... erected 
the first saw mill. . .. Mter erecting his saw mill, he made an addition to it of a 
corn cracker, and soon after of a grist mill, and a carding machine. 
· .. The township originally consisted of nearly one-half of timber land. • That 
along the river was quite large and heavy, but back from the river and up Forked 
• When Wilmington Township was first established, it included the area of present-day 
Florence and Wesley Townships within its boundaries. Wesley Township had a relatively large 
percentage of tree cover along Forked Creek and the Kankakee River. 
269 
creek, it consisted mostly of scrub oak of but little value, except for fuel. The 
timber land was generally poor, yet much of it was cleared and used for agricul­
tural purposes. . .. The township is well watered.• 28. 
In the spring of 1829, when George Reed was a five-year-old, his family moved from 
Indiana to an isolated grove ofupland timber along Grant Creek in Jackson Township. t The 
family's route required that they cross the Kankakee River. Later in life, George Reed 
related, "When we reached the Kankakee river, they had to build rafts to cross the river, and 
it took several days to get over it." ~ 28. 
The village of Elwood was founded in Jackson 
Township on the high divide between the Des 
Plaines and Kankakee Rivers-"on the bare prairie 
without a tree or even a bush in the vicinity." 28' 
The Past andPresent preserves the hunting exploits 
of Tom Kinnie. One day he and C.W. Couldock 
went shooting in the Kankakee valley to the south 
of Joliet: 
Tom was an excellent shot, and in "chicken time" ~ was always on hand for the 
sport. One day he prevailed upon Couldock to go out shooting with him. They 
were well provided with "ammunition" of all kinds, and off they started for the 
Kankakee river country, then a famous place for the sport. They had excellent 
luck. Tom afterwards declared that they killed and threw into the wagon either 
eighty-four, or a hundred and eighty-four, he could not remember which. § 28• 
• The author euumerated the streams that water Wilmington Township: the Kankakee River, 
Forked Creek, and Prairie Creek. 
t This grove along Grant Creek became known as Reed's Grove (now Hoff Woods). Grant 
Creek rises in the southwest corner of Jackson Township and flows to the triangular lowland at the 
juncture of the Des Plaines and Kankakee. The principal stream in Jackson Township, Jackson Creek, 
joins the Des Plaines River a few miles upstream from the Kankakee River. 
~ Elsewhere in Past and Present of Will County, author W.W. Stevens stated, " ... it took 
them eleven days to get across the Kankakee river." 284 
~ "Chicken time" was the season for hunting prairie-chickens. 
§ Tom Kimlie could not comlt the prairie-chickens when he arrived home because the tailgate 
had opened on his wagon, and all the birds fell out during his drive back from the Kankakee River 
country. 
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1907: "The Iron Ore Deposits of Indiana" 
Charles Shannon's article discusses the deposits of iron ore that have been found in the 
Kankakee River-Lake Michigan region: 
This region is comprised of the counties of Lake, Porter, Laporte, St. Joseph, 
Elkhart, Lagrange, Steuben, Dekalb, Noble, Kosciusko, Marshall, Starke, Whitley, 
Northern Wabash, Fulton, Pulaski and the northern part of Newton and Jasper. 
This area includes more than 250 lakes, varying in size from less than a fourth of a 
square mile in area to a little over five and one-half square miles, and varying in 
depth from a few feet to 125 feet. The rivers and streams wind through marshes, 
with a slight current and without definite banks. The Kankakee marshes comprise 
the most extensive body of swamp land in Indiana. The original area of this marsh 
land in the seven counties drained by this stream was almost a half-million acres. 
The Calumet River is also noted for its low banks and the sluggish action of the 
water. Much has been done by the use of artificial ditches to drain these marsh 
lands, yet there are thousands of acres that for four or five months of the year are 
covered with from one to five feet of water and during the remainder of the year 
this area is little better than an immense bog. 
In the margin of many of the lakes and in the marshes are found considerable 
quantities of limonite or bog iron ore, and peat formed by the partial decomposi­
tion of vegetation beneath the surface of the water. Although this ore is appar­
ently abundant in many places and would yield a superior iron, yet the expense of 
removing the overlying material increases the cost of the ore so that it cannot be 
furnished in competition at present with the rich ores of the Lake Superior region. 
An excellent fuel, where great heat is required, has been produced by mixing about 
equal proportions of coal and peat, and when some such plan has been devised. for 
converting the peat with which the ore is associated into a fuel that can be success­
fully used in iron manufacture, each may add to the value of the other and bring 
these marshes into more favorable notice. 
Origin and Deposition. - The bog ore is usually found at the bottom of the peat 
bogs, often as a "hardpan" of iron ore, sometimes one or two feet thick. It is also 
found in masses scattered through the lower materials of the marshes; masses of 
several tons weight have been found in a few places. It is never crystallized, but 
grades from the loose, porous bog ore and earthy ochre of brown to yellow color 
to more compact varieties. Bog ore, or limonite, is a variety of brown hematite, 
usually quite impure from sand, clay, phosphorus, etc. It is often found intermix­
ed with or replacing leaves or twigs. It collects in low places even where there is 
no decided bog. 
. . . A sedimentary deposit of bog iron is finally concentrated by precipitation of 
the mineral in a marsh or lagoon. But the earlier stages of the work of segregation 
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are by underground waters. . .. The iron precipitated is usually carried under 
ground as carbonates, but when oxygen is abundant oxidation takes place, the 
carbon dioxide is liberated, the ferric oxide unites with water, and limonite is then 
thrown down. 269 
1907: "The Peat Deposits of Northern Indiana" 
Arthur E. Taylor's article in the Thirty-First Annual Report of the Indiana Department of 
Geology and Natural Resources provides the following information about Newton County. 
The principal bed of peat of this county is greatly interrupted by the higher ground 
and lies in Lake, Lincoln and Colfax Townships. .,. Taking into consideration 
the black sandy loam and the muck beds, together with the higher ground, proba­
bly not more than one-fifth of this area will be of value as fuel. The average 
thickness ... of this portion of the area is about 2\1., feet, and the quality averages 
poor. However, there are many limited areas of 15 or 20 acres where the beds 
have a thickness of 5 or 7 feet, are largely beneath the ground-water level and 
range from fair to good in quality. . .. Large amounts of corn are raised on the 
highly decomposed surface, and the crops range from 30 to 45 bushels to the 
acre. 290 
1908: "The Topography and Hydrography of Illinois" 
The Kankakee and Iroquois Rivers are described in this monograph by Professor Charles W. 
Rolfe. 
The Kankakee is about 140 miles long; 85 miles lying in Indiana. Its drainage 
basin covers about 5,300 square miles, of which 3,200 square miles are in Indiana. 
. . . The basin of the Kankakee is generally level, but near the state line, at 
Momence, occurs the first limestone outcrop in the bed of the river. This ledge or 
arch has so prevented the wearing down of the river bed that a very large part of 
the drainage area in Indiana is one vast swamp. From its source to the state line 
there is a direct distance of only 75 miles, but within this distance the stream 
makes 2,000 bends and flows a total length of 240 miles. The difference in level 
between its source and the state line is but 97.3 feet, showing a fall of but 1.3 feet 
to the mile. (Indiana Geological Survey.) The winding of the river. reduces the 
fall to only 5 inches to the mile. Above its junction with the Yellow River the 
amount of water is insufficient to form a well-defined channel. The water has an 
almost imperceptible flow, and in many places wild rice, rushes, lily-pads, and 
aquatic grasses so choke the channel as to cause the flooding of the marshes dur­
ing summer freshets. Below this point, however, there is quite a definite open 
channel, although the small tributaries are usually lost in the marsh before reaching 
the main stream. On the immediate border of the river there is a strip ranging in 
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width from one fourth to one and one half miles which is heavily timbered. The 
only other timber is found on so-called islands whose surfaces rise 10 to 20 feet 
above the general level of the marsh. The open marsh is covered with a rank 
growth of wild grasses, bullrushes, sedges, reeds, wild rice, and other semiaquatic 
vegetation. Between the woodland bordering the river-bank and the marsh, as 
well as around the margin of most of the islands, there are dense thickets of 
elbow-brush, willows, etc. In 1882 there were almost 500,000 acres of marsh land 
within the valley of the Kankakee. It resembled an immense sponge, slowly 
absorbing the water during the wet season and as slowly giving it forth during the 
dry, so that the flow throughout the year was quite regular and uniform in amount. 
At present, on account of the drainage of a large part of this marsh, the water 
flows off much sooner after it falls, and consequently the river is higher during the 
autumn and spring floods and lower at other seasons than formerly. • In general 
the soil of the marsh is a dark, sandy loam, very rich in organic matter. It is very 
porous, but has the power to take up and retain large quantities of water. 
In the 14 miles below Momence, Ill., to its junction with the Iroquois, there is a 
descent of 25 feet. In the 33.5 miles from the mouth of the Iroquois to the head 
of the Illinois, the Kankakee falls 103 feet, or an average of 3 feet to the mile. 
There are rapids near Altorf and at Wilmington, where sudden descents of 20 feet 
are made. In Indiana, as stated above, the bed of the river is composed mainly of 
sand and fine gravel, but at Momence it begins to flow over limestone, and from 
that point to its mouth it has a rock bottom, affording good foundations for dams 
for utilizing water-power and for purposes of navigation. The inner valley of the 
river is but little wider than the stream, and outside this there is a broad bottom 
averaging about 2 miles in width. 
. . . Iroquois River is the chief tributary of the Kankakee in this state. . .. It is 
about 100 miles long and has a watershed of 2,000 square miles, much of which is 
imperfectly drained. Fully 800 square miles, or nearly half the basin, lies in Indi­
ana. This part is of the same type as the Kankakee basin, marshy and sandy. Just 
before the river reaches Watseka, Illinois, it crosses the Iroquois moraine, and then 
traverses what was probably once a temporary lake-bed. Sand banks, like those 
along the Kankakee, follow its valley. 
It is a much slower stream than the Kankakee in Illinois, but for the first 12 miles 
in this state it falls only about two and a half feet per mile. Below Watseka it 
descends still more gradually, falling only 10 feet in the first 20 miles and another 
10 feet in the last 9 miles of its course. The Iroquois is about halfthe size of the 
Kankakee above its junction. Although it rises in the swamp region, it drains a 
much greater proportion of dry prairie land than the Kankakee, and therefore is, 
• TIus sentence and the previous two are from W.S. Blatchley's "Geology of Lake and Porter 
Counties, Indiana." 63 
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comparatively, a "flashy" stream. Its freshets rise sooner, and they pass off before 
those of the main river. In the region around Gilman, in the western part of the 
basin, are many artesian wells which add materially to the flow of the river in 
ordinary low water. 264 
1909: A Report upon tlte Drainage ofAgricultural Lands 
in tlte Kankakee River Valley, Indiana 
As soon as the upper part of the Kankakee River was converted to a drainage ditch, flooding 
increased along the lower part of the river. Farmers complained about this surplus water. 
A series of investigations culminated in a report by the U.S. Department of Agriculture in 
1909. The following excerpts from this report describe the physical character of the Kanka­
kee and its valley. 
The watershed lying above the Momence Rock comprises an area of 1,420,000 
acres, of which approximately 400,000 acres was a marsh plain. It is about 85 
miles long, the surface being characterized by scattered sand islands or ridges 
covered with a sparse growth of scrub oaks situated in the midst of extensive 
plains of marsh which were formerly covered with water during the larger portion 
of the year, making those favorite hunting grounds for which northern Indiana was 
so long noted. The crookedness of the channel is a characteristic commented 
upon by both geographer and hunter. Its light fall, only 5 to 6 inches per mile, has 
made it a favorite course for the houseboat and other summer craft and an ideal 
stream for the lover of fishing sports. The immediate banks are bordered with a 
varied timber growth, and, at various points, are high enough to suggest a bluff 
which furnishes safe locations for summer clubhouses and other transient resi­
dences. The entire marsh portion of the valley is devoid of rock except a few 
moraines containing scattered gravel and bowlders. . .. . .. The sand islands rise 
above the surrounding plain and furnish a welcome residence spot to farmers of 
partly reclaimed land. The character of the valley changes abruptly at the 
Momence Rock, an·outcropping of the limestone ledge which passes through 
Illinois and Indiana in a southeasterly direction, leaving the upper Kankakee Valley 
the unique and interesting area just described. 
. . . While works of a comprehensive character for the drainage of the valley were 
projected as early as 1868, among which should be noted those of the Kankakee 
Valley Draining Company, organized in 1870, nothing of importance was attempt­
ed until 1893. During this year the work of enlarging and deepening the channel 
at Momence, Ill., by cutting the rock ledge at that point, was completed .... 
. . . The drainage of the higher lands of the watershed, together with other agri­
cultural lands of the State, has proceeded for twenty years past, the ditches of 
varying size required in draining these lands having their discharge into the marsh 
plain. The surrounding belt of reclaimed land has been gradually pushed toward 
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the river, resulting in a continued change of conditions in the marsh which have 
worked hardships upon the owners of the lower lands. The improvement of the 
channel of the river began at the upper end by straightening the bends and cleaning 
the natural channel. This being a comparatively small project, it was executed by 
individual effort and resulted in the making of a channel 7 miles long by means of 
which 8,000 acres were greatly benefited. The effect of this and succeeding 
changes in the channel of the river which speedily followed was to increase the 
flood conditions upon the lower lands to such an extent that it became imperative 
to continue the straightening of the stream. 
· .. The drainage operations in the upper valley have brought about a situation of 
the utmost gravity to owners of lands in the lower portion, where the river channel 
remains in its natural condition-shallow, crooked, and sluggish of flow. 
· .. Gaugings of the river at Momence indicate that the flood run-off, under 
present conditions of the stream and its tributary ditches, is from 5,000 to 8,000 
cubic feet per second. 
· .. The plan covers the construction of a new channel for the Illinois as well as 
the Indiana section. We regard the carrying out of the completed plan as quite 
essential to its full measure of success. If, however, the improvement of the 
Indiana division alone is constructed, the new channel will discharge into the river 
at the State line at the bottom of the present channel. . . . It is not probable that 
an interstate agreement can be reached for the construction of the Illinois division. 
· .. The stability of the river channel need not be feared by reason of its location in 
a soil of a sandy structure. The mean velocity of flow when running full will be 
about 4 feet per second, or 2.7 miles per hour, and only approximately two-thirds 
of that velocity at the bottom and sides of the channel. Under. these conditions the 
channel will not be injured by erosion .... 210 
1909: "Mammals of Indiana" 
Walter L. Hahn's authoritative monograph provides information about the former status of 
mammals in the Kankakee River valley. First, the Virginia opossum: "In the Kankakee 
Valley they are said to have increased in numbers in recent years." 133 
Elk: "There are pieces of elk antler in the State Museum from Jasper and Newton 
counties." 133 
White-tailed deer: 
The swamps of the Kankakee Valley and the cypress swamps in Knox County 
were the last retreats of the deer in this State. According to Butler (1894) one 
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was killed in Jasper County in 1890 and one was seen in Newton County in 1891. 
The author spent a month collecting in the Kankakee Valley in 1905 and could 
learn of no records for that part of the State more recent than those given 
above. 133 
Gray squirrel: "In the Kankakee Valley in Porter and Jasper counties I have found that the 
gray squirrel usually keeps in the denser swamps and is seen less frequently than is the fox 
squirrel, although equally abundant." 133 
Porcupine: "In the course of several years' trapping along the Kankakee about 1870, Mr. 
LN. Lamb saw but one porcupine." Walter Hahn cited an 1892 record from Grant County 
as the latest authentic record that he knew for Indiana, but he speculated that the porcupine 
"probably survived along the Kankakee a few years later." • 133 
In his account of the gray wolf, Hahn quoted a report from Annie Anderson: 
It was about 1874 that Benton County had its lion scare. Full grown hogs and 
sheep and even yearling colts and calves were hurt so that they died or had to be 
shot. 
· .. Finally they organized a "lion" hunt and hunters came from all parts of the 
country. 
· .. When the day came the hunters formed in a circle, and coming together near 
the center of the county, caught and killed the "lioness," which proved to be a 
large timber wolf, larger and fiercer than any of his prairie brothers, and none of 
his kind have since been seen. 133 
Coyote (prairie wolf): 
The following records are those which I have considered reliable ... : Otterbein, 
Benton County, four killed in the winter of 1905-6 Roselawn, Newton 
County, one killed by LW. Burton early in 1905. A pair were chasing Mr. Bur­
ton's dogs early one morning. 
· .. Mr. Burton, who has hunted and trapped in the Kankakee marshes for about 
four decades, says that the wolves were formerly common and were hunted by 
men on horseback. This method was so successful that their numbers were greatly 
• Upon completing a survey of mammals of the Kankakee valley in 1905, Walter Hahn 
reported what he had learned about porcupiues in the region: "1 did not hear of this species, but there 
is a pair of porcupines in the State museum in Indianapolis, which were taken in Laporte County a few 
years ago." 132 
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reduced. In recent years the marshes have been fenced for grazing land and hunt­
ing on horseback has become impossible. 133 
River otter: 
Along the Kankakee they have remained until very recent times, perhaps still exist, 
although the draining of the swamps is rapidly exterminating them. Mr. I.W. 
Burton saw one which was taken near Roselawn in the winter of 1903-04. The 
skin sold for $11.50. 133 
Badger: "Butler ... reported it from Newton County." And "Mrs. Anderson mentions their 
occurrence in Benton County ...." 133 
Black bear: "The history ofLake County by Goodspeed states that a bear was killed in that 
county in 1850." 133 
1910: Dempsey Johnson 
Dempsey Johnson, an early resident ofNewton County, described two wooded patches near 
the Indiana-Illinois border: 
In Beaver township, Newton county, Indiana, there were two groves of timber, 
one called Turkey Foot Grove and the other Bull Foot Grove .... 
. . . Turkey Foot Grove has black oak, burr oak, elm, cherry and hackberry timber. 
Bull Foot Grove had the same kind of timber, excepting the elm. Turkey Foot 
Grove is in a good state of preservation at this time, containing about forty acres 
of large timber, while Bull Foot Grove has all been cleared away and the land is 
now used for agricultural purposes. 4 
1911: History of Vermilion County, Illinois 
William Allen came to the wilds at the south edge of the Kankakee valley in 1844. He 
purchased land northwest ofHoopeston. According to a retrospective ofMr. Allen's life in 
the History of Vermilion County, "There was not a tree or brush in sight, and the pioneer 
after building his cabin, frequently stood in his doorway and counted numbers of deer, 
sometimes as high as sixty in a herd." 161 
Among his recollections of early Butler Township, George S. Hoff related, 
The writer remembers very distinctly when a boy of building a trap for the purpose 
of catching prairie chickens, that was in shape of an ordinary square box about 18 
inches wide by 4 feet long, and 2 feet high, and the top was simply a trap door. 
The trap was baited with corn and an ear of com usually extended upright on a 
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cross-piece. The prairie chickens would light upon these trap doors to peck the 
ear of corn and would be precipitated, before they could get away, into the box or 
trap, and it was not uncommon in going to the trap on the early morning to find 
from two to one-half dozen prairie chickens encooped therein. 
· .. Game was very abundant, deer, prairie chicken, duck and geese in the spring 
and fall. It was no uncommon thing even as late as '65 and '70 and even later than 
that for the men of the community to gather together and have a wolf drive and 
chase over the prairies. It was certainly a pretty sight to see a half dozen mounted 
men riding without a thing to impede their progress for miles over the prairies 
chasing the wolf. The prairie wolf was very cunning, and it was not uncommon 
for them to elude their pursuer and get away. [61 
1911: Newton County 
John Ade finished writing this book about the history of Newton County when he was 83 
years of age. He had moved to the new town of Morocco, south of Beaver Lake, in 
1853-less than 20 years after the first wave of white settlers. During that earlier era, Mr. 
Ade noted, "Settlements were made exclusively either in the timber or along the edges of it": 
No one thought of getting out on the open prairie. In fact, the surveyor, making 
his notes to the government in his report of the survey of the prairie in the south 
part of the county said: "Land is good; covered with fine grass, but owing to the 
scarcity of timber can never support anything but a very sparse population." 4 
Looking back to the days of his youth, Mr. Ade recalled the wildlife that flourished south of 
the Kankakee River and near the Indiana-Illinois line: 
Deer were found in great abundance, as well as almost all other kinds of game, 
such as geese, brant, ducks, prairie chickens-in fact, in that early day this part of 
the country was a perfect Indian and hunter's paradise. And for many years, even 
after this country was fairly settled, hunting parties would come from long dis­
tances to enjoy the sport and supply themselves with luxuries so easily obtained. 
· .. The principal fur-bearing animals were the mink, raccoon, muskrat, deer once 
in a while, and, in a very early day, before the country was settled by the whites, 
some beaver. 
· .. One of the localities famous among hunters and trappers was Beaver Lake, a 
body of water covering a large portion of township 30, range 9, now known as 
McClellan township. This body of water was about seven miles in length, east and 
west, and about five miles at its widest part, north and south, with a depth of not 
to exceed eight or nine feet in its deepest places. It was celebrated as a wonderful 
fishing resort, and amazing stories are told of the vast number caught sometimes 
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by a single draw of the seine. At certain times of the year myriads of geese, 
ducks, swan and other game birds would be found there. As a spot for hunting 
and fishing it had no equal in any other portion of the state. 
. . . About 1853 the first effort was made to drain the lake by cutting a ditch from 
the northwest part of the lake to the Kankakee river. • . .. This first ditch carried 
off enough water to cause the shore line to recede about a hundred yards-in 
other words, it reclaimed a very narrow strip all around the lake. As this ditch was 
enlarged and tributaries opened, the old bed of standing water gradually disappear­
ed and Beaver Lake is now dry land at most seasons of the year. t 4 
The ditch drained Beaver Lake north to the Kankakee River. The natural outlet for the lake 
had been south and west to Beaver Creek. John Ade mentioned the original outlet when 
reminiscing about a February 1853 trip from Morocco to Kankakee: 
We stopped to feed and eat our mid-day meal at what was known then as the 
outlet of Beaver Lake. In a wet time, Beaver Lake would overflow and the 
water run down through the willow prairie, I emptying into Beaver Creek near 
the state line. 4 
Beaver Lake held water during severe droughts-even when the Iroquois River ran dry. 
According to ' Squire Harrington ofMorocco, the fall of 1857 or ' 58 was "a very dry season, 
the streams all dried up." Mr. Harrington's story: 
Allen May, of Indianapolis, had a large bunch of cattle herding on the prairie 
where the town of Remington is now located. When the creek dried up, the cattle 
were driven to the Iroquois river for water, and when the river dried up they had 
• Tlus was no little ditch. About 1857 a horse thief was tracked from Milford (on Sngar Creek 
in Iroquois County) to Conrad, north of Beaver Lake in Newton County. As the posse closed in on lrim, 
the thief "jumped into the big ditch between Beaver lake and the Kankakee river," and was shot dead 
"climbing up the bank of the ditch, on the opposite side." 4 
t In "An Historical Review of the Kankakee River Basin Development," N.G. Bhowmik and 
A.P. Bonini provided tlus version of the drainage work: "One of the earliest organized efforts to drain 
swampland was attempted in 1853 by the State of Indiana. Their goal was to drain the 5 by 7 miles 
Beaver Lake, which was sonth of the Kankakee River. The ditch they constrncted to the river was not 
very snccessful in draining the lake, wluch receded only 100 feet from its original shore. hll874 t1Us 
same ditch was deepened by a wealthy landowner named Lemuel Milk, who succeeded in reducing the 
lake area by only 0.25 square urile." 49 Bhownrik and Bonilu did not cite ti,e source of information for 
their statements about the amount of recession (100 feet, and 0.25 square mile), and tI,ese figures do 
not agree with other accounts. 
I The drainageway through Willow Prairie has been impowlded to make a lake, the centerpiece 
of Indiana's Willow Slough State Fish and Wildlife Area. 
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to be taken to Beaver Lake so they could get water. It was so dry that we had to 
haul drinking water two miles. The grist-mills of Momence and Texas· were 
compelled to shut down. 4 
The valley of Spring Creek lies between Beaver Creek and the Kankakee River in southeast­
ern Kankakee County. The basis for Spring Creek's name may be disclosed in an itinerary 
for the old route from Lafayette, Indiana, to Chicago. The trail led through the villages of 
Iroquois and Donovan, then crossed Beaver Creek near Beaverville. The next stopping point 
was a tavern at "the Big Spring, about half-way between Beaver Creek and Momence." 4 
John Ade mentioned that "the 'green head flies' were so thick and such a torment that it was 
almost impossible to use horses" to plow the virgin prairie sod. Oxen are more tolerant of 
biting flies, so they were employed instead of horses. 4 
1912: W.W. Parish 
Mr. Parish moved to Momence in 1840. He reminiscences were published 62 years later in 
the Momence Progress. Among his recollections is a remark about commercial traffic at the 
Kankakee River crossing: 
I have seen as many as two hundred wagons at one time camping on the river 
banks at Momence enroute to Chicago. . .. I distinctly remember of seeing a 
drove of five hundred turkeys being driven to Chicago. They camped on an island 
in Momence over night. 77 
1914: History of Grundy County 
George P. Miller contributed the chapter about Felix Township, which says in part, 
Goose Lake is drained by Claypool Run into the Mazon River, and by other 
streams into the Kankakee River. . .. Felix Township is particularly adapted for 
grazing purposes, and some excellent stock is raised within its confines. 
Felix Township has always been subject to floods, and some of them have been 
very destructive, that of 1837 having been the worst. r 
... Jugtown once existed as a settlement about the potter's clay fields found on 
Goose Lake. 
• The village of Texas was on the Iroquois River between Watseka and Iroquois. 
r The flood of 1837 in Felix Township is discussed on page 411. 
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· .. In its early history, ... the people suffered much from the disadvantages 
arising from the low lands, and during the late summers and early falls nearly all 
were sick from malaria, although fairly healthy during the winters. Much of the 
land could not be tilled, and that which was fertile, was subject to overflow. This 
is, of course, now changed, and Felix Township is as desirable a section as can be 
found in this part of the state. 194 
Walter Phillips' chapter about Goose Lake Township tells of the area's animal life and wild­
life habitat: 
In pioneer days a large body of water here was the home of countless wild geese, 
hence Goose Lake was an appropriate name. The lake now is comparatively 
insignificant, but the wild goose still nests here and the name of the township 
perpetuates the pioneer name. C 
· .. Peter Lamsett was probably the earliest settler of this locality, having hunted 
game through here as early as 1820. 
· .. There was plenty ... in the early days, deer, squirrels, otter, raccoons, musk­
rats, quail and prairie chickens being in abundance, the flesh of some furnishing 
food, and the furs of others clothing. There were also many wolves.• 
The low land prevailing, made the early and profitable cultivation of the soil 
difficult, and it was not until modern drainage methods came into general use 
that Goose Lake Township land was made to yield as it has proved capable of 
doing. 213 
1914: Water Resources ofIllinois 
This bulletin of the Illinois Rivers and Lakes Commission says of the Kankakee valley, 
The basin is generally level, but near the State line a ledge of limestone runs across 
the valley and has so prevented the wearing down of the bed that a very large part 
of the drainage area in Indiana is a vast swamp, with ridges rising here and there. 
The entire marsh portion is devoid of rocks, except a few moraines containing 
scattered gravel and boulders. Below Momence, III., the basin is entirely different. 
The country is flat and there are no swamps. The river has not cut deep below the 
surface and the bed is largely of rock. The banks are generally high enough to 
prevent extensive overflow. 
There are no forested areas in Illinois, but the ridges in Indiana have a growth of 
scrub oak. 
• This paragraph is paraphrased from the 1882 History ofGrundy County (page 168). 
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· .. There are but few, if any, suitable sites for storage reservoirs, and the cost of 
land that would be submerged prohibits their construction. . .. A number of water 
powers have been developed. The swamps act as a regulator by tending to keep 
up the low water flow. The swamps in Indiana are being drained and the channel 
of the Kankakee is being straightened so that the swamp area will be much 
reduced in a few years. It will be of interest to note the effect on the flow of the 
stream as the swamp areas are reclaimed. 146 
1915: Charles H. Peters 
This resident ofKnox, Indiana, gave the Army Corps ofEngineers the following information 
about farming conditions in the middle part of the Grand Kankakee Marsh. 
In Starke County and La Porte County there are between thirty-five and forty 
thousand acres ofland subject to overflow, on which it is impossible to raise any 
crops whatever. . .. In addition to this there are twelve or fifteen thousand acres 
of land on which only partial crops were raised, owing to the overflow of the 
Kankakee River. This land is now practically of no value as farm land. 
These lands are subject to floods during May, June, and August and also February 
and March of each year. Floods last for from two to four weeks and ruin the 
crops on considerable portions of the acreage as given above. 212 
1915: "Preliminary Examination of Kankakee River, III. and Ind." 
Late in 1915 Lieutenant Colonel W.V. Judson of the U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers submit­
ted a report about the potential for commercial navigation on the Kankakee River. Among 
his remarks are the following: 
The Kankakee marsh ... originally extended from the source of the Kankakee 
River near South Bend to Momence. It was generally untimbered except on a few 
scattered sand islands rising from 10 to 40 feet above the surrounding level. It 
had a width varying from 1 to 20 miles, averaging about 10 miles, and an area of 
about 400,000 acres. The lands were covered with water during the greater por­
tion of the year and were subject to overflow during all high-water periods. In its 
natural condition the marsh was covered with a luxuriant growth of prairie grass, 
wild rice, etc., which in connection with the absorptive properties of the soil 
retarded the run-off and prolonged the high-water periods, acting as a reservoir in 
which were impounded the waters of the entire drainage system above Momence. 
It has been stated that a heavy rain filling the marsh above Momence would keep 
up a good supply in the river below for six weeks, even in time of extreme 
drought. 
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· .. As an aid to drainage of the marsh lands, the State of Indiana in 1889 appro­
priated $40,000 for the enlargement of the channel through the rock at Momence. 
Later a further appropriation of $25,000 was made .... Under these appropria­
tions a channel 8,649 feet long, 300 feet wide, and 2\1:, feet deep was cut through 
the main ledge, but did not include the entire rock section, a bowlder morain about 
500 feet long and 300 feet wide, locally known as the Riffles, being left at the 
upper end. During low stages of the river practically no water passes over the 
Riffles, the only passageway being a small channel constructed near the south bank 
by local parties for the use of small pleasure boats. 
· .. Under the names of the Miller, the Kankakee Improvement Co.'s, the Place, 
and the Kankakee Reclamation Co.'s ditches, the river has been straightened from 
its source to the west line of Starke County, a distance of about 46 miles, or 
approximately one-half the distance to Momence. 
· .. These various works resulted in a straightened channel having a bottom width 
of 8 feet at its upper end and 110 feet at its lower end, with a depth of about 8 
feet. '" Originally very sinuous, the improved section of the river is now practi­
cally a ditch with long tangents and few turns. Since its completion, in 1906, 
numerous shoals have formed in the channel, leaving a controlling depth of only 4 
or 5 feet. 162 
Colonel Judson reviewed a series of drainage projects that were being considered or were 
under way on the Kankakee. First, there were plans to reconstruct the upper 39 miles of 
river ditch, as far downstream as the west line of Starke County; 26 lateral ditches would be 
widened and deepened as part of this work. Second, the Marble Ditch was being extended 
along the course of the Kankakee for 28 miles to a point seven miles east of the state line. 
Third, the Williams Ditch was planned to complete channelization of the river to the state 
line; at this point the ditch would be 120 feet wide. Colonel Judson noted, "It has been 
stated that the landowners in the vicinity of Momence are considering an application for 
injunction to prevent the construction of the Williams ditch on the ground that it would 
increase the flood conditions in the valley below." 162 
Judson further observed, 
Of the 400,000 acres comprising the original marsh, it is perhaps not far from the 
truth to say that about one-third has been reclaimed and is under cultivation, one­
third is in a partial state of cultivation but subject to occasional overflow, while the 
remainder is waste land. 
· .. In that one-third of the original marsh area which it is stated above is in a 
partial state of cultivation the loss of crops is frequent, and only very optimistic 
persons, experiencing greater losses than profits, here expend labor and capital. 162 
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1916: A Standard History ofJasper andNewton Counties, Indiana 
In their StandardHistory, editors Louis Hamilton and William Darroch extolled the memory 
of Beaver Lake and environs: 
Beaver Lake, which at one time covered most of McClellan Township, and Little 
and Mud lakes, smaller bodies of water south and east of the former, in Colfax 
Township, have been virtually brought to a complete and high state of cultivation. 
In the early times Beaver Lake was one of the most noted resorts for hunters, 
trappers and fishermen, red and white, in the state, and, although efforts to drain it 
and convert the land into productive soil were made over sixty years ago, as late as 
1885 it was one of the most popular resorts for the hunter and the sportsman to be 
found in the Middle West. The fur-bearing animals had been almost eradicated, 
but the game of the feathered tribe was still abundant. 
About 1853 the first effort was made to drain the lake by cutting a ditch from the 
northwest part of the lake to the Kankakee River. '" This pioneer ditch carried 
off enough water to cause the shore line to recede about a hundred yards, and, as 
it was enlarged and tributaries opened, the old bed of standing water gradually 
disappeared. Beaver Lake is now a memory, its waters, at one time alive with 
beaver, muskrats, otter, ducks, geese and every species of fish known to the 
interior streams of the region, have been replaced by fields of grain and vege­
tables, orchards and stretches of greensward, herds and droves of livestock and 
modem farms in all the other details. . .. Beaver Lake survives only in the 
memory of the old settler; something which is still a happy dream to the pioneer 
hunter and trapper, and a delightful memory of the more modem sportsman. 
. . . The banks of the lake were very low and the adjacent lands on the east, south 
and west were low, wet marsh lands, so that in many places it was difficult to 
determine where the marsh ended and the lake began; and although the meander 
line of the government survey was intended to define the limit of land and the 
commencement of water, yet as a rule it was all water. In earlier times the water 
in the main body of the lake was perhaps six to ten feet deep, and abounded in fish 
of all varieties usually found in streams and lakes in this locality, and was espe­
cially remarkable for the number of buffalo fish that abounded in its waters. So 
numerous were these fish that for many years, and until the lake was practically 
drained, the farmers for many miles away made annual and semi-annual fishing 
trips to Beaver Lake as regularly as the seasons came and went. 
For many years, and until about the year 1885, Beaver Lake was a popular resort 
for the hunter and sportsman. The wild ducks, brants and geese, and swans, were 
found there in season and were usually so abundant as to warrant the belief by 
many that no other such resort for these birds could be found elsewhere in the 
United States. 
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While perhaps it was true that there was no well-defined outlet to this lake, yet it 
is true that the overflow in time of high water was to the west and southwest into 
Beaver Creek, thence into the Iroquois river, so that Beaver Lake never was a part 
of the Kankakee valley, but was a part of the valley of the Iroquois. 
.. . In about the year 1852 a ditch was cut through the dividing ridge and from 
the northwest margin of the lake, into the Kankakee river. . .. the water flowed 
down this ditch ... and it continued to drain the water from the lake, but with 
little apparent effect until the year 1869, when the heavy and incessant floods of 
that year washed out and enlarged the ditch, and thereafter it emptied the water 
from the main body of the lake so that in the year 1871, for the first time, fully 
three-fourths of the bed of the lake was relieved of surface water. Thereafter its 
drainage was carried on from year to year until now it is an accomplished fact. 135 
The Standard History quotes the Public Land Survey's record of McClellan Township, 
which embraced most of Beaver Lake: "This township is all a lake or deep marsh and 
morass, except a little in the southwest comer. Marsh four or five feet deep. No outlet to 
lake as I can discover." 135 
Editors Hamilton and Darroch also remarked about the local fishery, "The Iroquois River has 
sustained its reputation as one of the best stocked rivers in the state, from the earliest knowl­
edge of the whites to the present." 135 
1916: Kankakee County Soils 
This Agricultural Experiment Station report discusses some unusual kinds of soil in relation 
to the county's physiographic features: 
Kankakee county lies in the drainage basin of the Kankakee river. . .. the drain­
age over large parts of the county is poor. This is especially true of the south­
eastern and northwestern parts and of the swamp region, generally; and even in the 
southwestern and northeastern, or morainal, parts there are poorly drained sloughs 
that are usually in permanent pasture. The amount of swamp land in the county at 
the time it was settled was very large. Old settlers frequently speak of the water 
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Newton loamy fine sand occupies lower topographic positions than the Plainfield series. 
"Originally it was prairie or only thinly forested, pin and blackjack oak' being the principal 
trees." 79 
Maumee loam is a wetland soil: "Two decades ago marsh hay was the only product of this 
soil, but it is now of minor importance." And, "Drainage is now well established in most 
places, and almost all of the type is arable." 79 
This part of the Kankakee valley has three varieties of muck, according to the soil survey 
report: 
Typical Muck consists of black, thoroughly decayed vegetable matter, 3 feet or 
more in depth. 
· .. Muck is found in many of the larger depressions throughout the middle 
morainic belts of the county. A few areas occur along slopes where organic mat­
ter has accumulated in places made wet by seepage from porous strata. The 
Muck, as mapped in the Kankakee Basin, is in many places shallow, but is rather 
arbitrarily separated from the surrounding shallow phase on account of greater 
average depth. 
· .. The ordinary growth of Muck consists of flags, cat-tails, and coarse marsh 
grasses. The areas in their natural state are flat, depressed, and very wet, but 
many of them have been artificially drained for farming. At present about 40 per 
cent of the Muck is not used for the production of crops, except perhaps marsh 
hay. 
· .. some areas of Muck ... might be termed a heavy subsoil variation .... 
· .. This variation of Muck is found only in the Kankakee Basin, where it lies in 
very flat areas which were formerly marshes or shallow lakes, but which are now 
fairly well drained by a system of great dredged ditches, aided by a few lines of 
tile. The "dike" near the Kankakee River has stopped floods from that stream, but 
heavy rains in the Eagle Creek basin sometimes cause Singleton Ditch to leave its 
banks. 
· .. The shallow phase differs from the typical Muck in that the black organic 
surface soil rests on gray sands at depths of 12 to 24 inches. . .. If the areas of 
this phase are burned off the productiveness of the soil is greatly lowered, as the 
organic layer may be entirely removed, only the unfertile sand remaining. 79 
• TIus "blackjack oak" must be a reference to scrubby oaks, particularly members of the black 
oak subgenus. Quercus marilandica, a dryland species commonly known as blackjack oak, does not 
occur in the Kankakee valley. 
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One of the soil units is classified as Swamp-"the wet, poorly drained, forested strip along 
the Kankakee River, where agriculture now can not be carried on": 
All of the Swamp, except one large area north of Beech Ridge, is outside the 
"dike" and subject to overflow by the Kankakee River. It is forested, principally 
with water maple, ash, elm, and swamp oak, supplemented by some birch near the 
stream channels. Rushes and cat-tails grow tall in a few open glades. The old 
river course, even supplemented by the dredged channels, is of too small capacity 
to carry off the water from the extensive ditch systems in the upper Kankakee 
Basin, but this condition can be relieved by dredging, which is now going on. 79 
1922: Iroquois County Soils 
Farm drainage in the Iroquois River valley is a point of concern in this soil survey report. 
This valley was formerly very poorly drained. It contained extensive swamps and 
many ponds, which usually became dry during the summer. 
. . . With the exception of a few small areas in the northwest part, the entire 
county is drained by the Iroquois river and its tributaries. . .. These streams, 
together with the dredge ditches which have been made, now provide a very good 
system of drainage. . .. In some places the subsoil becomes too heavy and tight 
for good drainage. 202 
1923: Legends and Tales ofHomeland on tlte Kankakee 
Burt Burroughs' "Homeland" was along the Kankakee River in Kankakee County.• Early 
in his book, Mr. Burroughs introduced the family of Roswell Nichols. In 1842 the Nichols 
• Burt Burroughs was born in 1862 at Sugar Island on the Iroqnois River. In his preface to 
Legends and Tales ofHomeland on the Kankakee, Mr. Burroughs observed, 
"Legends," as applied to some of the tales contained herein, seems happily suited to the 
purpose, perhaps for the reason that it is a tenn of generous adaptability, a token by which 
we recognize that the past conveys to us something of the dread secrets it holds-of love and 
tragedy, pleasure and disappointment, success and failure, all of which are elements entering 
into the smn total of hmnan life-without holding the narrator thereof to too strict 
accountability. 76 
A final collection of Burt Burroughs' stories about Kankakee County was published posthmnously. 
In the preface to this book, Burt E. Burroughs: Annotated, the publisher remarked, "Burroughs was 
a romanticist. His legends and tales may be fun to read, but you never know if you can quite believe 
them in the literal sense." 78 The editor.of this collection, Vic Johoson, concluded that Burroughs' 
legends "have, at least, the substance of fact to commend them, whether you may happen to approve 
of d,e manner in which they have been presented or not." 78 
297 
clan came to live along the river at the location of present-day Kankakee River State Park: 
Upon arrival of Roswell Nichols and family at their farm on the south bank of the 
Kankakee, opposite Rock Creek, the first thing to which they devoted their atten­
tion was the repairing of ... three log cabins. . .. Trees were felled and sawed 
into lengths of about three feet, and from them "shakes" were riven for the roofs 
of the cabins. 
· .. These "shakes" on the roof did not fit up exactly, and thereby the Nichols 
boys, who occupied the "10ft" directly under them, had the advantage of an unlim­
ited supply of fresh air in their apartment. . .. '" many a morning the boys were 
awakened by a heavy thud on the roof, and thereby they knew a prairie chicken 
had alighted, and oft-times there was a scramble among them to try to catch it by 
the foot through the opening. 
· .. The main standby of the settler in pioneer days was cattle, which thrived on 
the sweet, succulent, upland prairie grass which abounded on every side. 
· .. Roswell Nichols devoted his attention to getting out rails for fencing, the 
"Barrens," • close by, furnishing an unlimited supply of this material. These rails 
had to be hauled a distance of three miles, but the ground was so soft and springy 
that little headway could be made by team and wagon. . .. with five to seven 
yoke of cattle ... , enormous loads of rails were transported with little difficulty. 
There were times when the wheels ... sank into the soft, springy turf until the 
axles fairly rested on the ground. . .. Mr. Nichols says that the trail of that early­
day juggernaut was clearly visible in the turf of the woods as long as thirty years 
afterwards. 
· .. In the year 1842, when the Nichols family settled on the Kankakee, Mr. 
Judson Nichols recalls that Rock Creek, which was directly opposite their place, 
was a wondrously beautiful and picturesque spot. The mouth of the creek and the 
limestone ledge on the west were covered with a heavy growth of red cedar, of 
• Elsewhere in his book, Burroughs referred to "the scrub oak of the 'Barrens. '" 76 This area 
of scrubby oaks was south of the Nichols farm. 
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which there are few remaining in this day. The beauty of the wilderness, at that 
time untouched by the hand of man, with its groves and intervals of prairie stud­
ded with flowers of gorgeous coloring, was most fair to look upon. 76 
According to Burroughs' Legends and Tales, 
Mr. Elias Powell tells us that in the spring and summer of 1849, Shaub-e-nee's' 
village, containing something over one hundred warriors and squaws and children, 
was pitched in the maple grove on the Hawkins farm, across the river from their 
place. They had been hunting out on Grand Prairie, away to the southwest, where 
herds of deer abounded in that day. On the way back the water in the river was 
very high, but the warriors, undaunted, urged their ponies into the flood near to 
where Wiley creek flows into the river and started across, one after another. 76 
1924: Grundy County Soils 
The basin of Goose Lake is about two miles south and west of the mouth of the Kankakee 
River. Goose Lake has been ditched and drained into the Kankakee. The drainage effort 
exposed a body of peat, more than a mile long and nearly half a mile across: 
Deep Peat ... occupies a part of an area that was formerly known as Goose Lake, 
but which has recently been drained and is now under cultivation. 
· .. In the installation of the drains a difficulty is met in the case of tile drainage, 
because the loose character of the peat makes it difficult to hold the tile in line. 
This trouble may be overcome by putting boards in the bottom of the ditch and 
laying the tile on the boards. 277 
Part of the landscape around former Goose Lake is classified as Brown Silt Loam On Rock: 
The topography is undulating and there are occasional outcrops of limestone. A 
considerable portion of the area contains large glacial boulders in such abundance 
that it is not practicable to bring it under cultivation. 
· .. limestone rock ... is usually found at depths varying from 11 to 20 inches, 
altho in some small spots the bare rock is exposed on the surface. 
· .. This soil is unusually rich in the plant-food elements and under favorable 
weather conditions is very productive. It is so shallow, however, that it does not 
• This Ottawa man's name has been spelled in many ways, from Chamblee to Shabenaei. 315 
Nehemiah Matson, his biographer and a personal acquaintance, called him Shaubena. 18' Currently the 
chief's name is most often spelled Shabbona, as in Shabbona Lake. Most of Shaubena's band of 
Potawatomi were moved to reservation land west of the Mississippi in 1836. Shaubena joined them in 
the spring of 1849, 187 but Burroughs wrote that these Potawatomis returned annually to hWlt inl11inois. 
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resist drouth very well, and for this reason much of it is in pasture. If cropped at 
all, early maturing crops should be grown so that the greatest demand for moisture 
will come early in the season. 277 
1925: Tales ofan Old "Border Town" and along the Kankakee 
Burt Burroughs' "old border town" is Momence, the western gateway to the Grand Kan­
kakee Marsh. Mr. Burroughs prepared his Tales on the basis of a lifelong familiarity with 
the area, supplemented by extensive interviews with long-time residents.• 
Momence, as a frontier town, was most happily situated on the outskirts of one of 
the finest hunting grounds in all the middle west-famous Beaver Lake. If we are 
to believe fully the testimony of men who lived here and hunted and trapped and 
fished in primeval days, before the destructive blight of so-called civilization had 
fallen upon the land, the great marshes of the Kankakee surpassed in extent and 
prodigal abundance any other spot in the United States. Where the Kankakee 
emerges from across the state-line of Indiana into Illinois, after miles on miles of 
tortuous turnings and twistings, it pauses for a space and disposes its flood in 
quiet labyrinthine channels among islands, overflowing into shady nooks and shal­
low bayous and marshes. 
Seventy-five years ago these islands were heavily timbered as was, also, much of 
the adjacent high ground. Fortunately much of this timber stilI remains to delight 
the eye. Here may be found giant patriarchs grimly holding their ground-oaks, 
walnuts, glorious elms and the stately sycamore. In this day of the twentieth cen­
tury the bayous and marshes have been curtailed in their dimensions but, for the 
most part, are stilI fringed about by dense growths of black ash, t "elbow brush," 
"pucker brush," ~ alder and willows, with now and then a copse of pale, white 
birch ~ so disposed that they gleam in the winter moonlight like the dainty columns 
of some secret dryad temple of the wild. 
• A footnote on page 297 discusses the literal accuracy of Burt Burroughs' tales. 
t The identity of black ash is discussed in a footnote on page 337. 
~ Elbow brush = Cephalan/hus occlden/alls (buttonbush). "Pucker brush" refers to dense 
shrubby growth in general, not a specific kiud of shrub. 
~ White birch (Betula papyrifera) is not known to grow in the wild along the Kankakee River 
in Illinois. 
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In the early days points up the river from Momence were designated as Little 
Yellow Banks, Big Yellow Banks, Hess' Slough, • The Garden of Eden, Indian 
Garden; and from the state-line, continuing upstream in Indiana, Black Oak, 
Huyck's Bayou, The Ox-Bow, The Narrows and Blue Grass, or Thayer's Landing. 
Gurdon S. Hubbard had a fur depot at Blue Grass for years .... 77 
An interview with Judge W.A. Hunter of Kankakee evoked memories of hunting along the 
Kankakee River in years past: 
Man! Man! Man! The spectacle was too stupendous for words! He would have 
to have known something of those days; he should have lived in the swamps as I 
did, weeks and months at a time; he would have to have the echo of the deafening 
clamor of all this wild life in his ears, and sense the beating of thousands of wings 
in the air, and envision the gray-white bodies and yellow legs of these mighty hosts 
all set to drop into the open water spaces among the rushes and wild rice! A man 
who seeks to understand it all should have, at some time in his life, experienced 
that mighty thrill of elation that comes to the hunter when, at the crack of his gun, 
not one but half a dozen, maybe a dozen fine birds came tumbling down into the 
water! A man would have to know all that means and more-and then he could 
not make a novice understand. 77 
Mr. Burroughs summarized more of his interviews with men who had hunted on Beaver 
Lake: 
In the spring the fly-way was from the southwest to the northeast. At this time 
small, red-head teal t occupied these waters literally by the hundreds of thousands. 
Out on the broad expanse of the lake proper and the open reaches of that famous 
hunting ground known as the "Gaff Ranch," there dwelt the mallards, geese and 
swan literally by the acre. Judge Hunter recalls that often as he laid in his "blind 
he has watched a flight of these red-heads go over, scarcely six feet above his 
head, a veritable cloud of them acres in extent, a living blanket four or five feet in 
thickness as it seemed." ... These birds were small and seldom shot at for the 
reason that the real hunter disdained to waste his powder and shot on them, but 
waited for the mallard, pin-tail, geese and swan-something worth while. 
. . . Joseph Kite ... , a member of the well-remembered Kite Brothers' hunting 
organization of the early days, became thoughtful and reminiscent when approach­
ed on the question of Beaver Lake's glorious days of plenty. Cold, hard figures, 
• Hess' Slough extended west and north from the vicinity of Beaver Lake toward the Kankakee 
River. Burt Burroughs characterized this wetland area as "quagmires, islands of bulrushes and 'elbow 
brush,' ... boggy, springy stretches of quaking marsh." 71 
t Red-head teal = green-winged teal. 
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even though one employs the term thousands, or hundreds of thousands, fail to 
adequately express the idea of unlimited numbers of wild fowl that occupied the 
waters of the lake and the adjacent nesting grounds of the marshes, in the opinion 
of Mr. Kite. Beaver Lake contained, roughly speaking, thirty-five to forty thou­
sand acres, mostly covered with water. Therefore, he would use the term "acres," 
as most expressive of numbers of the mallards, geese, brant, and swan that fre­
quented the place. The swan especially were numerous. He has stood in the door 
of his shack on Johnson Island and shot them. He and his brothers brought in one 
day a top-box wagon load of these birds. They used to ship them to Chicago. 
Sometimes they would get one dollar apiece for swan that weighed from seven­
teen to twenty pounds. 
· .. Victor Brassard, of Momence, as a youth hunted with his father in the days of 
Beaver Lake's plenty. '" Often, he says, ducks and geese were slaughtered by 
the thousands merely for their feathers .... 
· .. The flight of these vast hordes in their fall migration to the south was an inter­
esting and impressive spectacle. One could count upon its taking place anywhere 
from the 20th to the 31 st of October and rarely miss it. .,. For several days prior 
to this great event, ducks and geese would gather in the open spaces of water .... 
, Ever and anon there would be a terrific upheaval in the mass and thousands of 
them would take wing and mount high and swing in a mighty circle and fall into 
their place again, a unit of a vast phalanx getting ready to be on the move. 
· .. The days of the twentieth century hold nothing comparable to the plenteous 
days of old Beaver Lake in her prime! 
· .. Over on the Kankakee, not so far away, in between "Bumbaloo" and French 
Island, there the old-timers still talk of Andy Granger's bag of thirty-three geese in 
the short space of forty minutes. 
· .. During the seventies, one dozen fine mallards brought $1.00 to $1.75 in the 
Chicago market. 
· .. The "Black Marsh," to the north-east of the lake proper was a favorite breed­
ing ground. Here, rising above the shallow waters of the marsh by the hundreds, 
so thick that they suggested hay-cocks in a meadow, were the unique habitations 
of the musk-rats. Other contiguous swamps were similarly inhabited. Here, also, 
the geese in the spring, with an eye to utility and convenience, made use of the 
materials already provided by the industrious rats, and made their nests on the roof 
of his dwelling without so much as intimating "By your leave." A strange and 
interesting combination it was-rats within and geese without-sometimes as many 
as five or six of them in close proximity to one another, on the same curious 
mound of dried weeds and rushes. 
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· .. The mallards, more particular as to situation and more skillful in the matter of 
building their nests, built among the rushes and cat-tails and the rice, of which they 
made use in anchoring their nests .... 
· .. During July and August the wild life of the marsh was most interesting to 
observe. Multitudes of musk-rats, as if conscious that their fur coats were of little 
value to the hunter at that time of the year, disported in numbers about the sedgy 
margins of the swamp. Myriads of young mallards, half grown, foraged here and 
there and even contested with the rats for certain choice tid-bits of marsh flotsam 
picked up in their wanderings. The stringy, bulbous root of the swamp artichoke 
was a morsel much sought by rats and ducks alike, and many a tug-of-war 
occurred between these opposing forces-a rat at one end and a duck at the other. 
The musk-rats were so numerous that they would run five hundred to the acre' in 
the opinion of the old-time hunter. As to the mallards-there was absolutely no 
way in which a man could arrive at a reasonable estimate of their numbers. 
· .. The Beaver Lake region not only attracted huge flights of ducks, geese and 
swan, but here, also, was the home primeval of the picturesque sand-hill crane. 
They frequented this section literally by the thousands. . 
· .. Beaver Lake was a body of water seven miles long and about five miles wide 
and from six to nine feet deep, situated mainly in McClellan township, Newton 
county, Indiana. Contiguous swamps added vastly to this area which was known 
generally as "The Beaver Lake Country." 77 
Burt Burroughs wrote of the draining of Beaver Lake, t and this effort's impact on animal 
life: 
· .. tragedy was stalking abroad in all the vast realm where, from time immem­
orial, had dwelt the feathered legions of the wild. In the nesting places of the 
shallow swamps the geese had but recently brought off their broods, all unmindful 
of impending disaster. There were tens of thousands of these big, soft, fuzzy 
goslings suddenly bereft of their na,tive element-water. . .. The sight was 
• This number is impossibly high. 
t Burroughs mistakenly stated that Beaver Lake drained when water in the Kankakee River 
was lowered by removing the limestone outcrop in the riverbed near Momence: "The limestone 'hog­
back' above Momence, llIinois, was cut through and the Kankakee, with its flood thus released, made 
short work of draining picturesque Beaver Lake." 77 To the contrary, Beaver Lake was drained decades 
before rock in the riverbed near Momence was blasted away. The bed of Beaver Lake was about 40 
feet higher than the Kankakee River, so the lake conld be drained before the adjacent river was made 
into a drainage canal. 
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pitiable, says A.L. Barker, • who, as a boy witnessed it all. They walked and rolled 
and dragged themselves painfully to the few depressions in the marsh bottom 
where water still remained and crowded these places to suffocation. For days the 
sandy spaces roundabout the sloughs were alive with the roly-poly forms of these 
goslings, some dead, others dying, while the remainder toiled persistently though 
painfully landward, under a burning sun, iIi search of water. 
. . . The geese were not the only ones to suffer. With the passing of the waters 
of the lake the hosts of buffalo, cat-fish and pickerel contained therein were left 
marooned in shallow pools or stranded helplessly in the black muck of the lake's 
bottom. There were buffalo and pickerel of enormous size, t patriarchs of these 
primeval waters, whose carcasses littered the bottom of the lake so thickly that 
one could step from one to another in any direction, like upon so many stepping 
stones. For weeks, after the release of the waters, this spot was like a charnel 
house, from which emanated odors of fish and game, rotting under the rays of a 
hot sun, that smelled to Heaven and hung over this citadel of the wilderness like a 
pestilential blanket. ~ 77 
Mr. Burroughs related what he learned from Austin Dexter, who had spent 86 years in the 
Beaver Lake region: 
His recollection of the marsh goes back into the early forties. . .. He recalls that 
during the fifties and the sixties hunters made a business of hunting deer for the 
market. He has beheld wagon loads of deer carcasses piled high and tied with 
ropes, ready for transport to market at Rensselaer or Morocco, Indiana, or across 
the line into Illinois to Momence. 
There is a tradition associated with the year he was born, 1839, of which he likes 
to tell. The winter was very severe and many deer took refuge on Big Bogus 
Island. During the protracted season of cold the waters of the lake were frozen 
over and then the citizens of the region inaugurated a big drive. . .. This wilder­
ness posse was armed with rifles, pitchforks, corn-knives-anything that might 
serve as a weapon. The grass of the island was fired and the deer, driven before 
the wall of fire, emerged in numbers upon the glare ice of the lake. Then the 
slaughter ensued for the deer, unable to stand on the slippery surface of the lake, 
sprawled in every direction in their mad efforts to escape and became easy victims. 
• This man is Alexander Lanier Barker, the principal subject of Elmer Barce's Beaver Lake 
(page 339). 
t The enormous pickerel are northern pike. 
~ Memories ofMomence Township states, " .•. the odor of decaying flesh was unbearable­
even 40 miles away," but gives no source for this statement. 201 
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It is said that the bag of game in that drive amounted to seventy head of deer, a 
fox or two and six or seven wolves.• 
· .. Many and many is the night he says, that he has lain awake in his shack, unable 
to sleep from the incessant "cac, cac, cac," of the red-heads t and mallards mingled 
with the wild, strident "honk" of geese, belated travelers of the night who sought a 
resting spot in this wilderness hostelry. 
As these hosts settled down they disturbed still other hosts so that the night was a 
perfect bedlam of distracting cries, so much so that sleep was entirely out of the 
question. 
· .. As he spoke of these happenings of the past his eye ranged slowly the vast 
expanse of country to the south where, traced in the swamp bottoms, were staring 
highways of white, farms fenced in and fields of corn white from the early autumn 
frosts, where formerly the boats of the hunters plied. To the southeast of "Big 
Bogus" laid the deep sink of old Beaver Lake. His eye rested here while he point­
ed out the huge dredge-ditch. . . . It was then the tragedy of the swamp stood 
revealed. Through this ditch the heart's blood of old Beaver Lake had drained to 
the last drop. "They murdered this land while they were at it," said Austin Dexter 
sadly, "and made a good job of it!" 77 
Hugh Williamson moved to the Kankakee marshlands in 1863: 
In the days of the early sixties when Williamson took up his abode there, the 
wild deer were still very plentiful and numbers of them fell before his rifle. 
There were times when he would load the wide pole-rack of his wagon with the 
carcasses of deer, piling them high, one upon the other like cord-wood, and take 
them to Momence, where he disposed of them .. " At other times ... , he 
sought Chicago, fifty miles away. 77 
At the age of90, Mrs. Argale Nichols told Burt Burroughs about watching as the first bridge 
was built across the Kankakee, at the old ford upstream from Momence. The bridge was 
built in the early 1840s: 
The ford at this point on the trail was one of the finest and most practical on the 
river. The bed of the Kankakee here had many large, flat stones, disposed so that 
the road was fairly smooth. In the very early days this was a favorite spot for the 
Pottawattomi to come and spear fish. During those early days of her childhood, 
• Compare Austin Dexter's second-hand account with S.L. McFadden's personal recollection 
of the same hunt on page 293. 
t Red-head =green-winged teal. 
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she says, the Kankakee was literally swarming with the finest fish, and often she 
turned her attention from the workmen scoring timbers to the river's crystal flood 
to behold the hordes of bass, pickerel, red-horse and sturgeon moving majestically 
head-on against the stream. Beaver Lake and the Kankakee swamps to the north­
east, in that day, were the natural hatcheries for fish. 77 
One chapter in Tales ofan Old "Border Town" is titled "A Plague of Frogs": 
There was one year when the frogs appeared in such numbers along the Kankakee 
as to set the "old-timers" all agog. None of them could recall a similar phenome­
non in all the river's history. These frogs were so numerous in places that it was 
possible to literally shovel them. 77 
A Momence resident won a bet that he could gather ten thousand frogs overnight. 
1926: Will County Soils 
This report discusses Eagle Lake, which was in the headwaters of Trim Creek, a tributary of 
the Kankakee River in the eastern part of the county: 
Black Mixed Loam On Clay is found in Township 33 North, Range 15 East, in the 
region known as Eagle Lake. Formerly the area was poorly drained because there 
was no outlet, but within recent years a channel has been cut thru the upland which 
gives sufficient drainage to the old lake bed. 
. . . The area was formerly covered by a deposit of peat or muck which has been 
burned off. 
. . . Drainage has been fairly well established. 27. 
Deep Peat is part of the lowland that once held Eagle Lake: 
The surface 6 or 8 inches is a well-disintegrated black peat, with no fibrous mate­
rial remaining. Immediately below this surface layer, a brown, fibrous peat occurs, 
ranging from 35 or 40 inches to 6 or 7 feet in depth. . .. Drainage has been pro­
vided in certain areas of this type by laying boards in the ditches and placing the 
tile upon the boards so as to keep the tile in alignment. 27. 
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Limited areas bordering the lower Kankakee River are classified as Brown Silt Loam On 
Rock (Limestone): 
The topography of the type where the limestone occurs near the surface is flat to 
undulating; where the limestone is deeper, it becomes gently rolling. Drainage is 
usually poor on account of the irregularity of the contour of the limestone surface 
and the impossibility of constructing ditches. 
. . . Brown Silt Loam On Rock is, for the most part, adapted only to permanent 
pasture. The depth to bed rock varies and where it approaches 30 inches, general 
farming may be carried on successfully, tho proper drainage is difficult to secure 
because of the basin-like formation of the bed rock. 278 
1928: History of Will County, Illinois 
As he prepared his two-volume history of Will County, August Maue recalled years long 
past, when he marveled at the visitation of myriad wild pigeons: 
Passenger pigeons were so numerous that they passed in clouds rather than in 
flocks. The author recalls such a cloud which passed over eastern Will County 
half a century ago. In the distance, it resembled a dark cloud which appeared to 
be agitated by wind. The moving of many wings produced this effect upon the 
eye. Roosts were found in many places, the best known being on the bluffs south 
of the gravel works on the Channahon road. The bluffs were covered with trees, 
native timber undisturbed. In these trees the birds passed the night, assembling in 
such numbers that the trees were frequently broken down by the weight of the 
birds. Hunters came there at sunrise to shoot the birds as they went out in the 
morning to go to their feeding grounds. This bird is now extinct. 188 
Mr. Maue wrote of animals that were exterminated from the region even before the passen­
ger pigeon was extirpated: 
Deer were abundant as late as 1850. They disappeared rapidly after that because 
settlers came in immediately following that date. Firearms and dogs were destruc­
tive to game. Turkey, bear, panther, lynx, and otter, were driven out or killed by 
1860. 
Rattlesnakes were numerous when the first settlers appeared upon the prairies. 
The bite of this snake was considered deadly at that time and is still considered so. 
Deaths from the bite of the rattlesnake are recorded but were not numerous. 188 
Each of Will County's townships is treated in a chapter of Maue's history. First, regarding 
Channahon Township, we read, 
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During the past year, timber wolves have been seen in the vicinity.• This variety 
seems to come from the timbered region of Wisconsin in the severe weather of 
winter. For several years a few specimens have been taken each year. Other wild 
animals of any size do not remain. Cotton tails, woodchucks, opossum, are still 
found to some extent. 
Much of the land is too shallow for farming. Several sections have no value ex­
cepting for pasture and it is not of much use unless the season is wet. All of the 
tillable land has been drained and is cultivated successfully. 188 
Custer Township: "The farmers ... have been struggling upon their farms which have thin 
soil. . . . Large quantities of melons are raised because the sandy soil makes it possible to 
secure good crops." 188 
Florence Township: "All of the land is prairie with the exception of a few acres of timber 
on Jordan Creek in section 22. This group is composed of scattered trees and it does not 
appear that very many have been cut away. The entire township is under cultivation. The 
land is well drained and easily tilled." 188 
Green Garden Township: 
Scarcely an acre, except what is taken up by the beds of Prairie and Forked 
Creeks, is untillable. . .. The two creeks ... afford stockwater to the adjacent 
farms, except in the dryest seasons, when they are sometimes dried up. The town­
ship is entirely devoid of a natural growth of timber, and this accounts for the 
tardiness of its settlement. 188 
Peotone Township: "The Township of Peotone did not receive settlers early. It was prairie 
land which did not yield readily to the plows which the farmers had at that time. Water for 
the stock as well as for families' use was not easy to obtain." [88 
Reed Township: 
The land, for the most part, is a level plain or prairie. In some portions, more 
especially in the southern, it is covered with timber of it small growth. In this 
portion the surface is more broken, but cannot be considered hilly. It is not 
crossed by any stream of water, but all of that supply is obtained from wells. 
Good water abounds at a depth of from twenty to forty feet. The land is of a 
poor quality for agricultural purposes, the soil being quite thin, with a species 
of quicksand underlying. 
• Elsewhere in his book, Mr. Mane stated, "During 1928, prairie wolves and timber wolves 
have been killed in Will County." [88 
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The surface of the township of Reed, to look upon, like the apples of Sodom, is 
all that is desirable; but like that deceptive fruits to the agriculturist, it is only a 
source of sorrow. For a number of years after the first settlement was made, and 
a compensation for his expenditure of strength and time, it was believed that this 
section was a failure and numerous tracts were sold for taxes from year to 
year .... 
· .. Owing to a scarcity of timber and a want of water, the township was one of 
the latest in the county to settle. Twenty years before, settlements had been made 
along the Des Plaines and Kankakee. Not until the opening-up of the railroad 
could an emigrant be induced to lose sight of the belt of timber lying along the 
banks of the streams of water. . .. Prior to 1854, the date of the event named, 
probably not more than four or five families had shown the hardihood to venture 
so farIrom the original settlements. 
· .. William Smith was a Yankee, from the hills of Vermont. He could scarcely be 
called a "settler," as his business was that of hunting, and his home was wherever 
his dog and gun could be found. His range was from the head of the Kankakee to 
its mouth, but his headquarters were in this township. 
· .. In 1865, where Braidwood now stands, was nothing but a sea of tall grass, or 
in the winter a boundless field of snow, reaching out to meet the horizon, with 
scarcely a cabin intervening. As stated before, it was considered wortWess with 
only a few farmers who were almost starving. 
· .. In 1864, William Henneberry, while digging a well discovered the first coal. 
He had already sunk the well to a reasonable depth, but had failed to find water. 
Procuring a drill he continued his search, by boring to a greater depth. When 
about eighty feet below the surface, he came upon what proved to be a fine vein 
of coal. 
· .. This brings us to the history of the "strip mine" which has been in operation 
about four months. . .. It is the latest development for mining coal in Illinois. 
For three years preceding this summer, they made careful survey of the territory 
and found that there are thirty-three million tons of coal in Will County. This lies 
near the surface, from thirty to forty-five and fifty feet below the ground. The 
new way is to take off the top soil and thus leave the coal exposed. It lies more or 
less evenly distributed to the depth of three feet. Mter the top has been taken off 
the coal is taken up by electric shovels and placed in the cars. 
· .. This machine is operated for six days without stopping, in shifts of eight hours 
each. It moves forward 300 feet in 24 hours taking off soil for a width of 30 feet 
exposing three thousand tons of coal ready to be loaded on the cars.• 188 
• About half of Reed Township's 18-square-mile area has been stripmined for coal. 
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Wesley Township: 
What is now Wesley Township was the favorite territory for the Red Man who 
found here timber, water, and abundant game together with the fish which were in 
the stream. The villages were maintained for many generations before the White 
Man knew of this region. 
. . . "Wesley on the Kankakee" has become quite a resort for people who seek to 
get away from the city during the summer months. It is a beautiful place on 
wooded ground which slopes down to the Kankakee River. Many cottages are 
found here together with hotel facilities for transients. 188 
Wilmington Township: 
The Kankakee River at Wilmington is one of the finest streams in the State or in 
the whole West. The water, pure and clear, flows over a solid limestone bed, and 
this, with a rapid descent, tends to purify the stream and the air, and render the 
surrounding country healthy in an eminent degree. Even the Indians, who pre­
ceded the white people, realized fully the advantages of this neighborhood, and the 
relics of these original owners of the soil are found here in abundance. Arrow and 
spear heads, stone axes, rude pottery and other articles found upon the banks of 
the Kankakee, in this township, attest that this must have been a favorite dwelling­
place as well as hunting-ground. Not only so, but the fortifications, constructed of 
earth, on which now grow trees more than two hundred years old, and of which 
the later race of Indians have not a tradition, points to an earlier race of human 
beings, who not only made this their home, but defended it with all the skill and 
power at their command. 
. . . To Thomas Cox is justly due the honor of being the first permanent settler of 
this vicinity. In 1836, he laid claim to all of the land on which the city ofWilming­
ton now stands, ... erected the first sawmill, built a house. . .. He followed 
these improvements soon after with the addition of a corn-cracker to his saw-mill, 
and still later by the erection at the upper end of the race, near where Whitten's 
flour mill stands, of a grist-mill and carding machine. ISS 
Wilton Township: 
The little grove is said to have been one of the finest tracts of timber in Northern 
Illinois, and was full of deer, wild turkeys and other game, at the time of the earli­
est settlement by the whites. The fine little stream, a branch of Forked Creek, 
dividing the township diagonally into two almost exactly equal parts, flows over a 
rocky bed, along which the grove, on the other side, lies. On every side lies the 
open prairie, and in approaching the timber one is reminded of the little clumps of 
timber described by Eastern travelers as appearing on the Great Desert, toward 
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which their anxious eyes and weary limbs ever tum for refreshing shelter and drink 
for themselves and thirsty animals. Formerly this feature was much more apparent 
than now, the adjacent prairie having long since been occupied and planted here 
and there by the early settlers, not only with fruit-trees, but also with those of the 
forest, so that at present, the whole township presents the appearance of a succes­
sion of little groves. . .. In some parts of the township stone of a good quality is 
found .... 188 
Jackson Township: 
Peter Eib, with his three sons, ... was from the State of Virginia. The elder Eib 
was ... an excellent marksman. He found here plenty of game on which to prac­
tice his skill. It was not an uncommon thing to see from fifty to one hundred deer 
in a single drove. Turkeys, wolves and other game were so plenty as to make 
them almost a nuisance. 188 
The south end of Jackson Township is in the Kankakee River Area, but most of the balance 
of the township drains to the Des Plaines River via Jackson Creek. The character of the 
Jackson Creek valley is similar to nearby valleys that lead to the Kankakee. Several members 
of the Linebarger family came to live along Jackson Creek in 1833. They chose to build a 
home near a "little spring where they watered their stock," and, "When they arrived at their 
new home in March of 1833 the Indians were making maple sugar in the woods north of 
their cabin; for the forest around in this locality was full of maple trees." 188 
In May of 1832 people living along Jackson Creek feared an attack by Indians. They pre­
pared to flee south and east across the Kankakee valley. One man hastily fashioned a make­
shift yoke for his oxen and bound it to them with "withes of hickory, as quickly cut from the 
brush." Another man grabbed "a bag of maple sugar which had but recently been manufac­
tured from the sap of trees which grew here." 188 
Residents of the Hickory Creek Settlement around present-day New Lenox also hurried 
south across the Kankakee valley: 
The first day the cavalcade arrived within four miles of the Kankakee River, where 
they encamped for the night. . .. . .. they did not stop for breakfast until 3 
0'clock in the afternoon, and "thirty miles away" from their encampment of the 
previous night. As the women and children would see the trees along the way that 
had been burned and blackened, they would shriek, Indians! and thus the march or 
retreat was continued through to a place of safety. 188 
A comment made in 1928 about Jackson Creek would apply as well to nearby tributaries of 
the Kankakee River: 
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Some timber still remains along Jackson Creek but all of this is used as pasture 
land so that there is no underbrush to provide new growth when the old trees are 
removed. As a consequence the trees are bound to disappear because when one is 
cut down there is none to take its place. 188 
1928: "Pioneer Days in Eastern Will County" 
E.P. Farrell, the author of this essay, was born "near the big timber one mile west of Crete." 
He spent much of his time at various villages on the prairie along the Illinois Central Railroad 
north of the Kankakee River. In 1928 Mr. Farrell reflected on a life that had begun about 
70 years earlier: 
At that time the great fertile sheet of untouched prairie land lying between the 
Indiana state line and the Illinois Central right-of-way, bounded on the north by 
Cook County and the timber line, and on the south by the Kankakee River, was a 
sight once seen, never to be forgotten. 
Here upon the prairie and in the bordering timber were wolves, foxes, squirrels, 
rabbits, raccoons, and now and then a stray deer, wildcat or bear, the latter gener­
ally a rambler from the Michigan woods. Nor would I forget the beautiful striped 
"kitty" who nightly sought the hen roosts and made his presence known by a 
strong pungent odor on the night air. These animals were either trapped or shot, 
some for food but the greater number for their pelts. 
On the prairie was the home and feeding ground of tens of thousands ofwild 
geese, ducks, brants, cranes, plovers, quail, and prairie chicken. For a number of 
years early settlers lived well on wild game. One could stand by his cabin door and 
shoot to his heart's delight. Not only did the ducks and geese furnish food in 
abundance but every settler gloried in huge feather beds and fluffy pillows filled 
with the choicest of feathers. 
· .. The prairie rattlesnake was found in many places and was to be feared. He 
was no respecter of either man or animal. 
· .. The section referred to above was practically unsettled. As far as the eye 
could see there was naught but great billows of waving prairie grass as the soft 
winds swept over the bosom of this virgin region. Here and there could be seen 
beautiful patches of prairie flowers sentineled by an imposing array of tall gum­
weeds. • These gum stalks were as provident to us children in that day as the 
Wrigley building is today to those who are members of the world's great gum 
chewing brigade. In early fall we trooped across the prairie snapping the tops of 
the stalks that the sap might ooze out, and in about ten days return to pick, masti­
• Gumweed = Silphiurn terebinthinaceurn (prairie dock) and S. laciniaturn (compass plant). 
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cate and pack our winter's supply of chewing gum. This was generally packed in 
empty wooden pill boxes. 
· .. After the close of the civil war, shanties began to appear here and there, and 
during the seventies the last open section of land was occupied and worked. 
· .. Before the sections were closed stock had the choicest of grazing and the 
farmer had his pick of the richest grass for winter feed. In that early day a queer 
custom developed. Any settler could go out into the open spaces in early summer, 
select and cut around the grass he desired for later use. There was an unwritten 
law kept sacred among early settlers that the grass chosen belonged to the one 
making the mark around it. That law was never violated. . . . As grain was hard 
to market and the price low, farmers took to stock raising. As the grazing ground 
disappeared the herder appeared. His business was to round up early in the spring, 
all the young stock into one great herd, drive it down into the big swamp lands 
near Momence and there let them graze until frost demanded that they be driven 
home. . .. The cattle came home in good condition, were grain fed for about two 
months and then shipped to Chicago to market. 
· .. Referring back to the early days, the prairie. was dotted with numerous ponds 
and sloughs, the home of millions of mosquitoes. Malaria and ague combined 
made life for many scarcely worth the living. However, soon there came a won­
derful remedy in the shape of tile draining. Under it the ponds disappeared, 
sloughs became rich farm land and ague and its attendant evils were destroyed. 
Upland prairie hay, that choice food for stock, is known in Northern Illinois no 
more. Yet, at one time a companion and myself standing on a small elevation East 
of Peotone counted over two hundred large stacks of this choice hay, all cut from 
land that had never known a plow. 
· .. In 1869, Peotone was a little one street station. Its chief attraction was 
saloons, beer kegs, flies, and mosquitoes. 118 
1928: "Way Back" 
A correspondent with the pen name "Auldays" contributed this retrospective to the February 
23 edition of the Peotone Vedette. 
In 1861 the deer and the wolves were not all gone. The first deer I ever saw was a 
doe about eighty rods distant, with two fawns trailing after her and I did not know 
what they were. I have seen a wolf gnawing at a dead horse in broad daylight in a 
swail . . .. . .. Timber wolves came down from Monee Grove and the woods of 
Northern Indiana. I know, for I have shot at them, big fellows, the size of a police 
dog, and they were not like the cowardly prairie wolf. They continued to come 
occasionally for several years. They were not panicky when shot at but just loped 
away like it was a matter of no consequence. 
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The rattlesnakes were not all gone either and now and then we killed one in the 
school yard. 
· .. Out west of "town" a couple ofmiles Layton Palmer had a flock of several 
hundred sheep. He pastured them on the prairie this side of the creek. A big boy 
was sheep herder by day, and a tight board fence enclosed the yard just this side of 
the creek, and by it a pole 16 or 20 feet high with a seat at the top was for a man 
to sit on with a gun to watch by night. 
· .. In the summer in those first years the prairie was like a flower garden. Sweet 
Williams, buttercups in the low grounds, star flowers, • shoestring lavender 
plumes, t many varieties of sunflowers large and small, bluebells, two kinds of tall 
rosin stalks I with spikes of yellow flowers, red tufts of flowers on a rather coarse 
plant, ~ and hidden down under the long grasses little modest blossoms white and 
cheerful looking, wild roses everywhere, water lilies and other flowering plants in 
the ponds, scarlet blooms that blazed out of the pools in the creeks § and many 
other flowers whose very names I have forgotten gave color and charm to the 
landscape. Only the wild roses in some unswept corner of the fields or by some 
neglected roadside and now and then a bluebell in the shelter of a hedge or some 
little flower that has escaped the civilizing plow of man, still continue to lift their 
sunny faces to those who once delighted in the glory of them and their sisters. 
Where Peotone now stands in urban pride the soft airs of the summer evening 
once wafted the faint perfumes of God's broad fields of beauty. Now the scent 
of the lowly cabbage boiling in the kitchen dinner pot welcomes the laborer as he 
treks homeward from his day's toil. Such is civilization. 
Bird life on the prairie was abundant. In the fall clouds of ducks would rise from 
the cornfields with a thunderous boom. In the spring the hopeful sound of the 
crowing prairie chickens filled the early morning air. Some wise fellows have 
claimed that the prairie rooster did not "drum" with his feet as did some species 
of partridge. But sitting on horseback I have seen them strutting about with their 
head plumage erected, take a little run, drum the ground with their feet, stretch out 
their necks and crow, all in one performance, the whole flock only a few rods 
away. I have had a prairie hen stick to her nest as I plowed past her up and down 
• Star flower =?Hypoxis hirsuta (yellow star grass) and ? Sisyrinchium albidum (blue-eyed 
grass), or?Dodecatheon meadia (shooting star). . 
t Shoestring lavender plumes = Amorpha canescens (lead plant). 
I Rosin stalk = Silphium terebinthinaceum (prairie dock) and S. laciniatum (compass plant). 
~ Perhaps Castilleja coccinea (Indian paintbrush). 
§ Perhaps Lobelia cardinalis (cardinal flower). 
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the field until I had to turn the plow out to avoid running over her. How they 
preserved their lives on the open prairie, with their little ones, from predatory 
animals, only the Creator who made them scentless and inconspicuous at such 
times could be fully cognizant. 188 
1929: Engineering and LegalAspects ofLandDrainage in Illinois 
This bulletin of the Illinois State Geological Survey discusses drainage efforts in the Kanka­
kee River basin. 
Thirty-two per cent of the Illinois area within the Kankakee River watershed is in 
organized drainage districts. 
· .. No overflowed areas are listed for the Kankakee watershed, although the area 
east of Momence might properly have been so given. Also, along Iroquois River, 
which has a rock bottom, there is some flooding at times, and some of the larger 
creeks overflow occasionally because of inadequate outlet. 
· .. Below Momence the valley is entirely different. Although the country here is 
flat also, there are no swamps of any magnitude, and the banks of the river are 
high enough to prevent overflow, except in extreme floods. 
· .. drainage of the higher lands at the upper end of the watershed in Indiana has 
proceeded ... with the result that the lower part of the watershed in Indiana, 
where the river channel is shallow and crooked, is flooded more frequently than 
formerly. Because the Momence ledge holds back the water, the eastern part of 
Kankakee County suffers from the water flowing in from Indiana. 
· .. In Illinois, the Momence and Yellowhead Union District No.1 ... was orga­
nized in 1912 for the drainage of 8,000 acres of swamp land north of the river, 
between Momence and the State line. Nineteen miles of ditches and six miles of 
large tile drains were completed by 1915 and furnished satisfactory outlets for the 
lands in the district. 
· .. On the opposite side of Kankakee River is located Union District No. 1 of 
Momence and Pembroke ... , 11,400 acres. Its drainage works consist of eight 
miles of ditches. The project has not been entirely successful. ... The Momence 
ledge causes a high water-table throughout the district. . 
Between these two districts, the flood plain is about a mile wide for a length of 
about five miles. Though this strip includes about 3,000 acres, the volume of 
Indiana water and the consequent need of a wide floodway is so great that little of 
this land can be reclaimed. Certainly none can be reclaimed without lowering the 
Momence ledge .... 
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... this watershed ranks second among the watersheds of the State as regards the 
amount of drainage per square mile of watershed area. Nearly a third of the area 
is within drainage districts, and drainage sentiment is good. 214 
1931: "Prairie Kings of Yesterday" 
The Independence Day 1931 issue of the Saturday Evening Post features an article by 
George Ade about pioneer cattle barons. These men owned vast acreages of the Kankakee 
River valley near the Illinois-Indiana border in the mid-1800s. Mr. Ade grew up in Newton 
County and knew many of these ranchers: "Nearly all of themwere alive when I was a small 
boy, and I had the privilege of looking up at many of them in awe and reverence." • 3 
George Ade described the early condition of the land, and he recalled efforts to convert the 
wilderness to farms and ranches: 
The untouched prairie which was not wholly or partly submerged was a crazy quilt 
of high-stemmed and gorgeously colored flowers from late spring until the killing 
frosts of autumn. To break through the ribbed soil, bury this wild growth and 
convert a tangly and fibrous flower garden into a cornfield was a whale of a job. 
Every low spot on the prairie was a slough rank with reeds and cattails, and breed­
ing ferocious gallinippers by the millions. Also a large kind of horsefly called the 
"green head," which was so warlike and blood-hungry that when it attacked a 
horse, in swarm formation, it would either kill him or weaken him so much that he 
had no value as a work animal. Oxen were used in breaking the raw prairie, and 
even these tough and thick-skinned animals suffered tortures when attacked by 
armies of green heads. 
The two big tasks to be undertaken by the land buyers were draining the sloughs 
and breaking the raw prairie. The first ditches, preceding the elaborate tile drain­
age system which has eliminated the ponds and marshes, connected the sloughs on 
a downgrade or gave them an outlet toward some natural creek or the Iroquois 
River and were deep furrows made with a thirty-inch plow. As many as thirty 
yoke of oxen would be used in one ditching outfit. On level ground the big plow 
• "Cattle Kings in the Prairies" is a scholarly work about these early ranchers. Author Paul 
Gates pointed out, 
The greatest concentration of prairie landownership by cattle kings was in the Kankakee and 
Wabash valleys on both sides of the Illinois-Indiana line. For exanlple, in Benton, Newton, 
and Jasper counties, Indiana, and Iroquois and Kankakee counties, Illinois, Moses Fowler's 
25,000 acres, Adams Earl's 20,000 acres, Edward Sunmer's 30,000 acres, Alexander Kent's 
30,000 acres, and Lemuel Milk's 65,000 acres were used for the fattening of herds of thou­
sands of cattle. These and a dozen others almost as large and still others of a few thousand 
acres dominated the scene in nine prairie counties. 126 
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could be pulled along, ripping and tearing through the tough roots of the bull grass 
and needle grass and the ironweeds • and all the other knotty growth, by fifteen 
yoke of oxen. In mushy ground and bad going the whole thirty yoke had to be 
used, some of them to move a capstan ahead of the gang and also to supply power 
when the pull had to be made by capstan. On fairly dry ground an eighteen-inch 
breaking plow could be pulled by three or four yoke of oxen. You will understand 
that reclaiming the prairie was no job for a weakling, a lazy bones or anyone not 
prepared to meet a payroll. 
To give you what we used to call the "lay of the land": Newton County abuts on 
Illinois, and the north boundary is the winding and beautiful Kankakee River. In 
the early days the whole north end of the county was known as Beaver Lake. 
There were open stretches of clear water and many square miles of shallow water 
with a rank growth of lush vegetation. Wild water fowl by the millions. Hunters 
came from far and near. Benjamin Harrison, later President of these United 
States, was an annual visitor. 
· .. A hard life? Nothing to be had in the way of supplies except good bread, 
plenty of milk, newly churned butter, vegetables, wild honey, berries, venison, 
prairie chicken, quail, teal, duck, geese, brant, plover, snipe, fresh fish, and they 
could have had frog legs, crayfish and water cress, only they weren't supposed to 
be good to eat. 
· .. We had plenty of muskrats and turtles, but very few Yale men. 
· .. Benton County ... was ... commonly regarded as a perfect summer resort 
for frogs .... 3 
Mr. Ade related to his readers, "Something must be told about Lemuel Milk": 
In 1852 he acquired 25,000 acres in Iroquois County, Illinois, which he subdivided 
into fifty-six improved farms. . .. He and his partners came over into our county 
and bought about 40,000 acres in the Beaver Lake region. They drained 9000 
acres of wet spots. He had on the lake range at one time 10,000 sheep, 2500 
cattle and 300 horses. One field of corn covered 2000 acres. Mr. Milk and his 
partners gathered up immense herds of cattle in Illinois and drove them over to our 
state to graze in a tidy pasture of 30,000 acres until they were ready to be taken 
back to Illinois in the autumn and be corn-fed for the Chicago market. Mrs. 
Jennie Conrad, a capable and highly intelligent woman, daughter of Lemuel Milk, 
• Bull grass may be Spartina pectinata (prairie cord grass); see a footnote on page 250. The 
identity of needle grass is mumown; Stipa spartea (porcupine grass) is a possibility. Members of the 
genus Vernonia (in the aster family) are commonly called ironweeds. 
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still manages several thousand acres of the Indiana estate from her attractive 
country place at Conrad, Indiana.• 3 
1931: "Report from the Chief of Engineers on the Kankakee River, III. and Ind., 
Concerning Navigation, Flood Control, Power Development, and Irrigation" 
Lieutenant Colonel W.C. Weeks, District Engineer for the Chicago office of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, oversaw the preparation of this report about the Kankakee River. 
Investigations for the report were carried out by the U.S. Geological Survey from July to 
November 1928. Field studies extended upstream from Wilmington and covered 97.7 river 
miles. 
A wide range of topics is discussed in Weeks' report. Regarding the character of the river­
banks, the engineers found-
At the headwaters, above mile 100 along what was formerly known as English 
Lake, the banks of the Kankakee River are sharp and well defined, having a height 
above low water of 4 to 8 feet. Banks of spoil from dredged channels top the 
normal banks to heights of 4 to 7 feet additional. 
... The river from English Lake to the State line flows through a valley abnor­
mally flat and in some places quite wide. This portion of the river has been 
straightened, and the banks are now 2 to 5 feet above low water. The spoil banks 
are quite close to the stream and top these low banks by 12 feet or more, with an 
occasional height of 19 to 25 feet. The black topsoil overlying the sand and clay 
has an average depth of 1 foot. Below the State line to Momence, the banks are 
very irregular, having heights that vary from ato 4 feet. This section is heavily 
timbered at the water's edge, the surrounding land flat, with an average black 
topsoil about 1 foot deep. From Momence to the river's mouth, through the 
entire lower basin, the banks are well defined, and vary from 3 to 12 feet in height, 
the usual height being 6 to 8 feet above low water. Back of the immediate banks 
rise the river bluffs and roIling lands of the prairies. The limestone fault at 
Momence marks the beginning of rapids and shallow stretches, there being many 
limestone and gravel outcrops in this lower basin. 309 
The effects of earlier channelization projects were characterized: 
The straightening of the river in Indiana produced a rapid current, which carried 
the sand and silt many miles downstream. Below the State line, this suspended 
matter lodged among the trees, and created numerous bars in the river bed. The 
• Conrad is a small village at the north edge of the old Beaver Lake bed. 
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straightening of the river in Indiana has little effect below Momence, however, as 
the river's fall is greater. Through the lower basin, the river is characterized by 
rapids, artificial pools, and numerous islands. 309 
The Geological Survey compiled information about the width of the river at various points: 
The Kankakee River above mile 100 at English Lake, is so confined between the 
spoil banks, that its depth varies little, the average being 4 feet at ordinary low 
water. At the N.Y.C., & St. L.R.R. bridge, at mile 124, above the mouth for­
merly the site of Mud Lake, the river is 75 feet wide. At mile Ill, the width is 
about 87 feet. English Lake highway bridge, situated at mile 100.9, spans two 
rivers, the Yellow River and the Kankakee, and also two large drainage ditches. 
The Yellow River, 11 miles above its mouth, is 100 feet wide with an average 
depth of 2 feet. This river has also been dredged and straightened, and is now 
confined between spoil banks. Immediately above the English Lake highway 
bridge, the width of the floodway of the Kankakee is 300 feet.. ,. From Shelby 
to Schneider, 4 miles above the Indiana-Illinois State line, the river has an average 
low water depth of 5 feet and an average width of 180 feet. .., From the 
Schneider bridge, at mile 63, to the State line, the river has an unrestricted flow 
through a channel 200 feet wide and 4 to 5 feet deep. From the State line to the 
first rock ledge above Momence, the river's length is 8\1, miles over a valley length 
of 5.1 miles. The channel, which is not well defined, has an average width of 200 
feet and its depth varies from 3 to 10 feet. Above Momence, III., the Kankakee is 
300 feet wide, due to the Momence rock ledge. The depth of the river for 2 miles 
downstream from Momence is about 2 feet. From mile 57 to the Aroma Park dam 
at mile 38.1, the river is norma~ having an average width of 260 feet, increasing to 
600 feet at the dam. The depth varies at low water from 7 feet at the dam to 4 
feet at mile 47. The reach of 5 miles between the Aroma Park Dam and the 
Kankakee Dam at mile 33.1, had a width of 600 feet. The average low water 
depth for this reach is 10 feet. Between the Kankakee Dam and Wilmington Dam, 
situated 11 miles above the mouth, the river width varies from 400 to 800 feet. 
This reach is characterized by many islands, steep river slopes, and low water 
depths which vary from 1 foot to 11 feet. The reach of the river between 
Wilmington and the mouth is more uniform, having an average width of 700 feet, 
with a low water depth which varies from 0.4 foot on the rapids to 10 feet in the 
pools. Over the entire length of the river, the range between low water and high 
water is from 5 to 18 feet. 309 
The preparers of this report noted, "Most of the small lakes have been drained, as they were 
quite shallow and were surrounded by low marshy ground. The natural drainage lines of the 
upper Kankakee Basin have been entirely changed, as all of the ditches, creeks, and rivers 
have been dredged and straightened." They further determined, "There is only one lake in 
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the lower basin, viz, Goose Lake, • which is little more than a slough." 309 
Colonel Weeks' report points out that earlier attempts to drain farm fields and potential agri­
cultural land in Indiana were hampered by rock in the riverbed at Momence: 
The natural weir controlling the drainage of the entire upper basin was the rock 
ledge at Momence. Accordingly, in 1893, the work of enlarging and deepening 
the channel through this rock ledge, was completed under authority of an act of 
the Indiana State Legislature, adopted in 1889.... the river at Momence was 
widened to 300 feet and deepened 2.5 feet for a distance of 8,650 feet, requiring 
the removal of 66,447 cubic yards of rock. 309 
Drainage problems were identified in the Illinois part of the Kankakee valley: 
The Illinois portion of this watershed ranks second among the watersheds of Illi­
nois, as regards the amount of drainage executed per square mile of area. Thirty­
two per cent of the Illinois portion of the Kankakee River watershed is in orga­
nized drainage districts. . .. Nearly one-half of the entire watershed of the 
Kankakee is within drainage districts. However, the Momence ledge still holds 
back the water to some extent and the eastern part of Kankakee County suffers 
from water flowing in from Indiana. The area in eastern Kankakee County requir­
ing better drainage represents 13 per cent of the watershed area in Illinois origi­
nally in need of drainage. 309 
The subject of agricultural drainage was summed up: "The landowners as a whole are well 
pleased with the results of the drainage operations, and it is probable that in time the entire 
valley will be adequately drained." One outcome of drainage efforts, as of the date of the 
District Engineer's report: "Forty per cent of the valley around the mouth of the Yellow 
River is now planted in peppermint. . .. About 20,000 acres are still in timber, being too wet 
to cultivate." 309 
Under the topic of navigation ... 
In 1822 Congress passed an act granting to the State of Illinois the right of way 
for the Illinois and Michigan Canal. ... Following the completion of the canal 
it was found that an additional supply of water was required for the canal. The 
State therefore built a dam across the Kankakee River a short distance below 
Wilmington, and the Kankakee feeder was projected from this point in a north­
westerly direction, crossing the Des Plaines River on an aqueduct about 1 mile 
above the junction of the Des Plaines and Kankakee Rivers, connecting with the 
main canal about 800 feet north of the river. The State, however, provided no 
• This is the namesake of Goose Lake Prairie State Natural Area. Goose Lake has been 
drained. Crane Nest Lake was south of Goose Lake in an area that has since been stripmined. 102 
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main canal about 800 feet north of the river. The State, however, provided no 
means for boats navigating the Kankakee River to pass the State dam. As a result 
of this situation a private company, known as the Kankakee & Iroquois Navigation 
& Manufacturing Co., was incorporated in 1847, the purposes and objects of said 
company being the improvement of the navigation of the Kankakee and Iroquois 
Rivers and the development of water power on said streams. A subsequent act 
changed the name to the Kankakee Co. The Kankakee Co. acquired the charter 
and other rights of the Kankakee & Iroquois Navigation & Manufacturing Co., 
raised the State dam 2 feet, built a lock at one end of the dam, and constructed 
four additional locks and dams .... 
· .. The locks built by the Kankakee Co. were of the same size as those of the 
Illinois and Michigan Canal, which provide for the passage of boats 17 feet wide 
and 100 feet long. 
· .. The Kankakee Co. gave up the control of the river in 1882 .... 
· .. At the present time the locks and dams built by the Kankakee Navigation Co. 
are in ruins, with the exception of one dam at Wilmington. '" In the lower basin 
there are practically no boats of any kind in use on the river, the low water in some 
places being less than 1 foot in depth. The upper basin, having greater depth, 
permits the use of rowboats, canoes, and small motor boats. Most of these are 
used by sportsmen for hunting and fishing. In the upper basin there are about 100 
small launches, 1,000 or more rowboats, most of them equipped with outboard 
motors, and a few canoes. 
· .. The lower Kankakee has a controlling depth of 6 to 8 inches during extreme 
low water. High-water depths are ordinarily from 5 to 10 feet greater and occur 
mostly during the spring. There is no medium stage of appreciable duration, as the 
high-water run-off is very rapid. The Kankakee in the upper basin has a control­
ling depth of 4 feet, which is naturally maintained from Momence to near its head­
waters. High water is from 6 to 1I feet deeper. The run-off is more gradual from 
the upper basin because of the natural rock weir at Momence. 309 
Here are excerpts from the Corps ofEngineers' summary offlood control issues in the Kan­
kakee valley: 
There is a maximum range between low and high water in the upper basin of 6 to 
11 feet and in the lower basin of 10 to 22 feet. The average range for the upper 
basin is about 8 feet and for the lower basin about 15 feet.• 
• Flood data for tins 1931 report were taken from county histories, newspaper files, interviews 
with residents, and records of the U.S. Geological Survey from 1915 to 1929. 
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· .. During the late winter months the discharge at Momence is frequently small in 
comparison with the gage height, due to the frequent occurrence of ice jams below 
the rock ledge. 
· .. On account of the steep slopes and fairly high banks which characterize the 
river below Momence, the areas which are subject to overflow along that portion 
of the river are comparatively small, and the damage correspondingly small. For 
example, between Wilmington and Momence there are only 15 places in 38 miles 
where the river overflows its banks. Most of these places are less than a mile long 
and less than 1,000 feet wide. In only three of the 15 places is the overflowed 
area as much as one-quarter mile wide. There is, therefore, no flood problem 
below Momence. 309 
The river flooded when an extraordinary accumulation of snow melted in the spring of 
1831 .• Heavy rains during the summer of 1844 brought another great rise in the Kankakee 
River. Downstream from the Kankakee, on the Illinois River, "a comparison of the cross­
sections and slopes of the 1844 flood with those of the 1904 flood, which was carefully 
measured at a number of points near the crest of the flood, indicates that, with respect to 
volume, the flood of 1844 was the greatest of record." 309 
Continuing through the years ... 
Unusual floods occurred in 1849, 1851, 1855, 1857, and 1858, but very little is 
known concerning them, except that at the mouth of the river the flood stage was 
18 to 20 feet above low water. One of the early histories of the Kankakee Valley 
states that in 1855 and 1857 "it rained almost constantly during June and July of 
those two years." 
• The big snowfall of 1830-31 is described on pages 397 to 400. The flood of 1831 was the 
first big rise in the Kankakee River to be recorded in historical documents. 
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... The flood of 1866, which occurred early in the spring, was produced by a 
warm rain on an accumulation of snow and ice. . .. . .. At Altdorf, the water­
power dam was carried out, and at Wilmington, the highway bridge and one of 
the dams was carried out. The heavy ice left its mark on a number of trees along 
the river. 309 
A 1916 rise in the Illinois River was the highest on record at Morris, downstream from the 
Kankakee: "It resulted from a combination of melting snow and ice, accompanied by a con­
tinuous rain from January 19 to 21." 309 The river crested at 23 feet in Morris. 
An inundation in January 1928 did not have an unusually high volume, but it was notable 
because an ice gorge raised the water 7.9 feet at Momence. 
Other big floods occurred on the Kankakee in 1883, 1887, 1888, 1890, 1892, 1898, 1900, 
1902, 1903, 1904, 1905, 1913, 1915, 1918, 1919, 1920, 1922, April 1926, October 1926, 
February 1927, December 1927, and 1929. 
After reviewing the flooding history on the Kankakee River, Colonel Weeks' report turns its 
attention to a prospective system of reservoirs on the Kankakee, and their potential for 
"benefits that will accrue to navigation and agriculture from the prevention of erosion and 
siltage entering the stream." The report dismisses any possible benefit to navigation from 
reservoirs on the Kankakee because there was no active commercial navigation on the river, 
and none was planned. Furthermore, "The effect of the reservoir system on the volume and 
resulting velocity of the current in the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers would be so small that 
there would be no appreciable difference in the erosion of the river banks and the resulting 
silt which entered these rivers." The report also notes that "there is now no loss of agricul­
turai land due to erosion" along the Kankakee River,' and "the resulting benefits to naviga­
tion and agriculture on all three streams t would be negligible." 309 
The possibility of controlling floods on the Kankakee by means of reforestation projects was 
rejected: 
(a) Reforestation has been frequently advocated as a means of curtailing flood 
heights, particularly by those who are especially interested in forestry. In this 
connection, it should be noted that the highest levels ever recorded on the Great 
Lakes occurred in 1838; the highest on the upper Mississippi in 1841; the highest 
on the Illinois and middle Mississippi, in 1844. Evidently, the primeval forests did 
riot prevent floods. Impartial investigations ... indicate that run-off varies with 
• Apparently this remark addresses only the loss of farmland from riverbank erosion-not the 
loss of soil from sheet erosion, rill erosion, and gullying of cropland and pastures. 
t That is, the Kankakee, Illinois, and Mississippi Rivers. 
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the precipitation, and is not appreciably affected by forest changes; that the fre­
quency of floods is not increased by deforestation or decreased by forestation. 
(b) "That in general, the deforestation or cutting of timber in Wisconsin has had 
no material effect, either favorable or adverse, on the high-water, mean-water, or 
low-water flow of the streams, or on the regularity of such flow."-D.W. Mead. 
"Precipitation controls forestation, but forestation lias little or no effect upon pre­
cipitation. During the period of accurate observations, the amount of precipitation 
has not increased or decreased to any extent worthy of consideration."- W.L. 
Moore. 
· .. (d) At the Tenth International Congress of Navigation, held at Milan in 1905, 
· .. writers heartily favored the protection of the forests and their cultivation. But 
these writers were unanimous in the opinion that forests exercise little influence 
upon either the high water or the low water of rivers. 
(e) In view of these conclusions and similar conclusions of others, and for the 
reason that suitable areas at reasonable cost are not available for forestation, and 
for the further reason that the owners of lands subject to overflow are not dis­
posed to wait until trees can be grown, even if it could be shown that forestation 
had a beneficial effect, it is believed that no further consideration need be given to 
the suggestion of effecting flood control by reforestation. 309 
Local residents pointed out that certain bridges over the river aggravated flooding because 
their earthen approaches and narrow spans impeded the flow during periods of high water. 
Says the Corps of Engineers report, "... it is evident that a number of the bridges above 
Momence were not designed for present conditions. They appear to have been built more 
for bridging a stagnant marsh than a flowing river." 309 
The report turns its attention to the potential for increasing the drainage of farmland in three 
ways-by improving the channel at Momence, by further straightening the river and its tribu­
taries, and by constructing levees: 
Enlarging or deepening the channel through the rock ledge at Momence, Ill., 
would be an effective method of lowering the flood plane and improving the 
drainage of the lowlands above that point. 
· .. The proposed rock excavation would lower the flood plane ... 2.9 feet 
(maximum) ... ; diminishing gradually to zero ... 13.5 miles above the lower 
end of the rock cut. The low-water plane would be lowered ... 2.9 feet 
(maximum) ... ; diminishing gradually to zero ... 20.5 miles above the lower 
end of the rock cut. 
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· .. The watershed of the Kankakee above Momence covers an area of 1,498,000 
acres, of which approximately 1,000,000 acres have been given artificial drainage. 
· .. The main body of the marsh was 8 to 10 miles wide with arms or fingers 
extending 5 to 10 miles into the higher sandy ground inclosing it. 
· .. A large amount of marshland, and considerable land outside of the former 
marshy plain, is still in need of better drainage. During a dry year like 1930, nearly 
all of the land in the valley could be cultivated, but some of this land can be culti­
vated only once in three or four years.• 
· .. The owners of summer cottages between the State line and the rock ledge are 
strongly opposed to any straightening of the river, not only because the straighten­
ing process destroys the scenic beauty of the river, but because it would leave 
these cottages on dead sloughs, which would soon become stagnant. 
· .. It will be possible not only to "clean out" the tributary ditches, but lower their 
bottom grades 3 to 5 feet below the original bottom grades. This will benefit not 
only the 400,000 acres formerly included within the Kankakee marshes, but 
approximately 500,000 acres additional surrounding the former marshlands. It 
will also relieve flood conditions materially by lowering the flood plane from 2 to 
5 feet. A very considerable acreage which is now flooded frequently to a depth 
of less than 2 to 3 feet will be relieved entirely. 
· .. Many of the farmers criticize those who live farther upstream, for having exe­
cuted a ditching program which brings the water down the river faster than it came 
formerly. They also criticize those who live farther downstream for not "cleaning 
out" the river so as to relieve the critic more promptly of the water which comes 
down from above. The farmers living farther upstream, of course, had a perfect 
right to drain their land as effectively as they could. The failure of the river to 
carry away the run-off more rapidly may be ascribed to three factors: (1) The fact 
that the Marble Ditch and Williams Ditch were made narrower than recommended 
by the Department of Agriculture; (2) the partial filling of the straightened river 
due partly to the caving banks; (3) the obstructive character of the rock ledge at 
Momence. 
· .. there is a wide variation in the present condition of the tributary drainage 
ditches. Some of them, like the Sandy Hook Ditch, are in excellent condition, 
• In a supplement to w.e. Weeks' report, Herbert Deakyne stated, "Nearly all the land in the 
valley can be cultivated during dry years but laud which is flooded frequently and has poor drainage 
does not dry out during wet years sufficiently to permit ploughing and planting until it is too late to 
make a crop. Such land can be cultivated only once in 3 or 4 years. While floods are most common 
during winter and early spring, when they do little damage, they sometimes occur at other seasons. In 
the 60 miles above tlle rock ledge the flooded area has a width of from 1,000 feet to 4 miles." 104 
325
 
having been "cleaned out" within the last few years. Others are in very bad condi­
tion, having shoaled to one-half their original depth, and in some places are over­
grown with weeds and willows. Some ditches are amply deep, but are nearly full 
of water, even during the dry summer of 1930, due to obstructed outlets. 
· .. South ofHebron, where the land is flooded annually, the farmers claim they 
have raised only three crops in nine years. 
· .. Some of the farmers who own high sandy land complain that the present 
system of ditches has lowered the ground water to such an extent that their land 
has been injured. 
· .. The department of conservation of the State of Indiana has established a 
game preserve of more than 2,000 acres between and adjacent to the Kankakee 
and Yellow Rivers, which is very popular with sportsmen in that part of the State. 
The Izaak Walton League, which has 165 chapters in Indiana, is understood to be 
promoting the idea of establishing a similar game preserve which would extend 
along the river for 7 or 8 miles, between the Shelby Bridge and the Hebron Bridge, 
and contain 4,000 or 5,000 acres. . .. Most of the farmers near the river are said 
to favor the proposal, as they expect to sell their land for at least as much as it has 
cost them, and use the money to purchase better land elsewhere. Those land­
owners are not much interested in better drainage at the present time. 
· .. One of the reasons why some of the farmers are dissatisfied and wish to sell 
out is said to be due to the fact that they have been mining the soil, instead of 
farming. That is, they have been raising crops year after year without attempting 
to replace the chemical elements which they have been removing. They are now 
complaining about the crops getting poorer every year and would like to sell the 
land they now own, and use the money to buy richer soil elsewhere, 
· .. As a result of the widespread failure of levees along many rivers during the 
phenomenal floods of 1926 and 1927, the reputation oflevees as a means of flood 
protection has suffered in the public mind to a remarkable degree. Nevertheless, 
the use of levees for restraining floods is still sound in principle and economical in 
practice. It is no reflection on the value of the levees that their builders have usu­
ally underestimated the size of the flood channel necessary, and consequently have 
built the levees too close together and of insufficient height. In general, it may be 
said, levees furnish the economical means for protecting agricultural lands from 
overflow. 
· .. Above Momence there is only one first-class levee of any considerable length. 
This is known as the Williams and Brown Levee, which runs along the north side 
of the river from a point about 1.25 miles west of the State line to the east line of 
Lake County, a total distance of approximately 20 miles. 
326 
· .. most of the floods occur so early in the year that they do not prevent the rais­
ing of a crop after the flood passes. 309 
The next topic in the Corps of Engineers' report is water power. It begins with a history: 
In 1836 Thomas Cox settled in the vicinity of Wilmington, and erected the first 
sawmill in that region. He followed this with the erection of a corn-cracker, and a 
little later, built a grist mill and carding machine. Cox's mills gave the town a wide 
reputation, and were patronized by settlers within a radius of 50 miles. 
· .. The Kankakee and Iroquois Navigation & Manufacturing Co., was incorpo­
rated in 1847 under the laws of Illinois for the improvement of the navigation of 
the Kankakee and Iroquois Rivers, the development of water power on said 
streams, and the building and erecting of mills and machinery of all kinds on and 
near said streams. The dams erected by this company had an aggregate head of 
almost 50 feet, a portion of which was used for water power. 
· .. Messrs. Fisher and Pennington operated a flour mill at the lower end of the 
race in Wilmington in these early days. This mill contained six runs of stone, and 
had a capacity of 500 barrels daily. Messrs. McIntyre & Co., or McIntyre & 
Whitten, built, near the bridge, a fine flour mill of about the same capacity as the 
lower mill. 309 
About the same time as the installation of this flour mill, a bolt and nut factory was started 
at the upper end of the island at Wilmington. A few years after 1872, the building was con­
verted to a paper mill, producing seven tons per day. Further history: 
The remains of an old 8-foot power dam are still in evidence opposite Altdorf. 
Here a grist mill was operated by the power developed. The dam was taken out by 
ice during the spring of 1866. 
· .. The first sawmill at the present site of the town of Kankakee, was built by 
Joseph Normal in 1842. It was of incalculable benefit to the fast coming settlers. 
This dam was rebuilt in 1904 by A.S. Maltman of the Kankakee Electric Co., 
which subsequently released its rights to the Kankakee Gas & Electric Co. 
· .. The dam and race at Aroma Park were built in 1856. A grist mill ... was 
operated until about the year 1900. '" It was closed because of lack of adequate 
supplies of grain. A paper mill, also, was operated there until 1915 . . .. The 
dam was broken several times by floods. . .. . .. At present the dam and water­
power rights are owned by the Public Service Co. of Northern Illinois. 
· .. At Momence, there was an old dam about one-fourth mile above the present 
.highway bridge. This dam was built in 1844, and furnished the head for the gener­
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ation of power to run a flour, saw, and carding mill. The dam was taken out in 
1893, after a long legal fight over the owner's right to remove it, his avowed 
purpose being to destroy it in order to reclaim land in Indiana. 
. . . There are at present three dams on the Kankakee, namely, one each at 
Wilmington, Kankakee, and Aroma Park. Power is developed at the first two. 
The paper mills at Aroma Park were shut down in 1915. 
. . . The minimum low water flow of the Kankakee is about 350 cubic feet per 
second, the average minimum about 500 cubic feet per second, and ordinary low 
water flow about 1,000 cubic feet per second. A flow of 250 cubic feet per 
second was reported in November, 1914, but the record is open to question, as 
the flow on the preceding and following day was about 500 cubic feet per second. 
The ordinary low water flow of the Kankakee, 1,000 cubic feet per second, 
corresponds to 1,983 acre-feet per day. 309 
Near the end of his report, Colonel Weeks discussed the desirability of irrigation with one 
sentence: "Ample rainfall.-With a mean annual rainfall of 34.5 inches, varying from 31 
inches to 48 inches, satisfactorily distributed during the planting and growing season, there 
is no need for irrigation." 309 
Major General Lytle Brown, Chief of Engineers for the U.S. Army, transmitted Colonel 
Weeks' report to Patrick J. Hurley, Secretary of War. On the basis of the facts gathered by 
Colonel Weeks, General Brown concluded, "I ... report that the improvement of Kankakee 
River, Ill. and Ind., for navigation in connection with power development, the control of 
floods, or the needs of irrigation, or any combination thereof, is not justified at the present 
time." 74 In support of his conclusion, Brown provided the following summary remarks: 
The Kankakee River has never been improved for navigation by the Federal 
Government. About 75 years ago the lower 23 miles were improved jointly by the 
State of Illinois and a private company by the construction of five small locks and 
dams at a cost of approximately $400,000. This improvement had a limited use 
for some years, but after the development of railroads in this region navigation 
ceased, the project was abandoned, and most of the structures are now in ruins or 
have entirely disappeared. At the present time there is no commercial navigation 
on the river but there is a considerable amount of pleasure boating. The district 
engineer estimates that the lower 49 miles of the river could be improved to 
provide a depth of 6 feet by the construction of six locks and dams at a cost of 
$7,270,000. The dams might have some value for the development of water 
power. . .. The district engineer estimates ... that improvement of the river for 
navigation would be at a cost far in excess of any possible benefits. 
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· .. There are three power dams on the lower part of the river of which only two 
with a total installation of 1,880 horsepower are in use for the development of 
power. 
· .. Destructive floods do not occur on the Kankakee River below Momence, Ill. 
Above Momence the greater part of the valley originally was poorly drained and 
subject to frequent overflow. About 40 years ago the channel through the ledge 
at Momence was enlarged by the State of Indiana at a cost of $65,000. Subse­
quently the landowners spent about $1,200,000 in draining and straightening the 
rivers and creeks in the swamp area to reclaim or improve about 1,000,000 acres 
of agricultural land. A large amount of marsWand and of adjoining higher lands 
outside of the limits of the old marsh is still in need of better drainage. With the 
exception of the work at Momence the improvements mentioned above have all 
been east of the Indiana-Illinois State line. The 8.6 miles of river between that 
line and Momence has not been improved. 
· .. The district engineer is of the opinion that further works for the control of 
floods, reclamation of marsWands and improvement of drainage are justified. He 
has investigated various methods of controlling and reducing flood levels. He 
finds that the removal of existing dams would have no important general effect on 
flood heights and that reforestation would be of questionable value and the results 
therefrom, if any, would be too slow. The topography of the basin is unfavorable 
to the construction of storage reservoirs. . .. He finds that the flood situation is 
considerably aggravated by the existence of 14 bridges which unduly obstruct the 
river channel and flood plain .... 
· .. The district engineer finds that further enlargement of the channel through 
the Momence ledge to provide an additional depth of 4.4 feet for a width of 300 
feet would cost $992,500. He estimates that this work would lower flood levels 
for a distance of about 18Yz miles by amounts grading down from a maximum of 
about 3 feet and would better the drainage of approximately 100,000 acres .... 
Additional channel enlargement above Momence would be necessary to benefit 
substantially the lands in Indiana. By deepening the channel from 3 to 5 feet for 
a distance of 58.5 miles above the ledge, ... in connection with the enlargement 
at Momence and the recommended alterations to the bridges, additional drainage 
benefits would accrue to 400,000 acres formerly included in the Kankakee marshes 
and 500,000 acres adjacent to that area. . .. In addition to these drainage benefits 
the district engineer believes that the land subject to overflow in this section of the 
valley would be reduced from 47,500 acres to about 4,000 acres and that on the 
small area still subject to overflow the floodwaters would be carried off in time to 
permit cultivation of the land about 7 years out of 8. 
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· .. Between Shelby Bridge and Baums Bridge' there are three areas totaling 
14,480 acres which are suitably located for protection by levees. 
· .. Irrigation is unnecessary on this river and improvement for navigation is not 
justified. A small amount of additional water power perhaps profitably can be 
developed when market conditions justify. An extension of the channel enlarge­
ment and rectification already done by State and local interests would greatly 
improve drainage conditions on about 900,000 acres of land and would provide 
effective flood control for about 44,000 acres at a cost which appears to be justi­
fied by the anticipated benefits. While it is impossible completely to separate the 
benefits resulting from improved drainage from those resulting from the control 
offloods it is apparent that this would be primarily a drainage rather than a flood­
control project. . .. No Federal participation in this project would be justified. 
Further improvement of the river would have no material effect upon the floods 
of the MississippU 74 
1934: "They Say the Kankakee Is Coming Back" 
William Bridges introduced his article under the subtitle "Indiana Has a Practical Plan for 
Restoring a Hundred Thousand Acres of Famous Marshland to a Wildlife Paradise." 
There was never anything quite like the old Kankakee marsh in northwestern 
Indiana-the Grand Marsh they called it in its great days sixty years ago. Never 
anything else and never will be. 
The superabundance of its feathered game and fur and fish was next to unbeliev­
able. I have heard old men recall the mighty rush of wings as clouds of ducks rose 
before the guns of the market hunters, listened to their description of creaking 
wagons hauling hundred-pound bales ofmink and otter and 'coon and muskrat 
skins into the railroad towns, and pictured through their memory the flatbottom 
boats that sometimes sank under loads of bass and perch and pickerel. 
· .. There were really two sections of the marsh: the "lower marsh" or Grand 
Marsh of about 400,000 acres which remained flooded throughout the year, and 
the "upper marsh" of some 600,000 acres that was usually but not permanently 
flooded. Together, a million acres of fish and wildlife paradise. 
• The Shelby Bridge is at the village of Shelby, due south of Crown Point. Baum's Bridge is 
about 16 miles upstream, following the straightened aligument of the new river channel rather than its 
former meanderings. 
t A hydrologic analysis conclnded that a system of water-storage reservoirs on the Kankakee 
River would, under ideal conditions, lower the level of the lower Mississippi by "a little less than one­
fourth inch for period of two months." 309 
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· .. The report of the engineers after the 1934 survey recommended the acquisi­
tion of approximately 100,000 acres, or one-fourth of the old Grand Marsh. This 
was roughly divided into four areas .... 
· .. During my trip we visited each of these areas and it seemed that the Beaver 
Lake and Jasper County areas were entitled to first consideration, an opinion in 
which the engineers concurred. 
The Beaver Lake area proposed for restoration would include about 36,000 
acres. . . . Most of this area is flat, surrounded by ridges and higher ground 
which made it a natural reservoir, varying from marsh near the rim to a shallow 
lake in the center. In the center is an island, rising forty to fifty feet above the 
surrounding plain, and known locally as "Bogus Island." ... I stood on the island 
in the midst of a sea of goldenrod and purple loosestrife' that stretched for miles 
on every hand, seemingly as far from civilization as LaSalle when he pushed into 
the wilderness more than two centuries before. 
· .. The water level of this area is close to the surface even in the drier months, 
but the land is generally poor and subject to erosion by wind when the native 
grasses are destroyed. Being practically a drainage district in itself, this area would 
require the least construction of any to effect restoration to natural conditions. 72 
1935: "Bogus Island or the Wild Life of Beaver Lake" 
Alexander Lanier ("Ned") Barker was born near the south shore of Beaver Lake when the 
area was stilI wild. t He hunted and trapped in the area before the lake was drained. In 1935 
he recalled, 
• Purple loosestrife (Lylhrum salicaria) is an aggressive weed with beautiful flowers. The 
plant does not currently grow at Bogus Island, and William Bridges almost certainly did not see it there 
in the early I930s. Most likely he saw a plant known as blazing star or gay feather (Lialris spicala or 
L. pycnoslachya). The blossoms of purple loosestrife are the same color as those of Lialris. Elmore 
Barce visited Bogus Island in tlle 1930s and wrote of "a sea of most gorgeous mageuta-purple" Liatris 
flowers tllere (page 349). In 1951 Joseph Hiestand described the area arowld Bogus Island as "covered 
with beautiful spikelike flowers" of Lialris (page 359). 
t This article gives tlle year of Ned Barker's birth as 1853. Elmore Barce quoted Mr. Barker 
as saying that he was born in 1861 (page 345). The later date appears to be correct. 
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My father came here to find a location for fur and game among the Indians. He 
located in the Beaver Lake swamps, then went to New Orleans returning in 1840 
to locate here permanently.• He found large herds of deer so tame that they 
passed near his home in droves as large as 60 head in going to a nearby water 
pond. The lakes were full of fish-bass, pickerel and buffalo-and covered with 
ducks, geese, brandt, t cranes and swans, migratory birds, opossum and muskrat, 
the best known on the market were plentiful. 
· .. Deer drank in the stream and were so plentiful we had to be careful they did 
not injure us. Birds could be shot from the windows of the house. 
Thirty-six thousand acres were covered by water, and one could go from where 
the Farmers' elevator now stands in Morocco to the Kankakee River by boat. 
· .. Along the Kankakee River and at Lake Village, a fine group of citizens were 
coming in. In coming with their enterprises they drained the swamps with disas­
trous results. 
My father had a hunting camp on the big lake. Alexander Lanier ... was with him 
here, also A.J. Kent. Lanier said this was the greatest hunting territory in the 
world. 
· .. Even as late as the 1880's I saw thousands of swan on the lake. Waterfowl 
could be seen in every direction. The birds went south to Fowler and Boswell to 
feed. I could look as far west and east as possible and see a solid column of birds 
moving until 9:00 0'clock. Swan and geese were moving at all times. The birds 
landed on the swamp lands at night for safety from predatory animals. In shoot­
ing, the birds were so thick you couldn't miss a shot. We always had any kind of 
fowl we wanted to eat. 
We had no fences and had to herd the cattle. We boys had to watch to see that 
the cattle did not fall into the river. Cranes and prairie chicken abounded. 
· .. There were only two crossings on the lake-the big narrows and the little 
narrows. These were also deer fords. The little narrows were to the east and led 
to the Roselawn swamps. Bogus Islanders used a raft to take horses into the 
island after they came to deep water, which was 12 to 14 feet deep in places. 
• The family of Mary Jane and Thomas Barker lived on the south side of Beaver Lake, north of 
Morocco. 
t During the 1800s and early 1900s, geese other than Canada geese were often called brant (in 
tlus case, brandt). 
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I saw the lakes drain and millions of fish die as a result. Some survived in small 
standing pools only to be frozen out and die when winter came. Some of the 
buffalo fish weighed as high as 40 Ibs. Geese and goslings could not fly in 
summer' and when they came out to drink, the eagles, mink and turtles preyed 
on the goslings. 
Some of the old birds tried to go on foot to other swamps. Some of us boys 
put big clothes baskets on horses and filled them with birds and took them home 
and watered them so they might live. We had to be careful to take the young 
along with the old to save all, or the old would return to the drained land and 
perish. Birds perished by the thousands and fish by the millions when the lake 
was drained. 66 
1935: "The Kankakee 'Marsh' of Northern Indiana and Illinois" 
Alfred H. Meyer is the author of this classic geographical monograph, in which he portrayed 
"the fundament-the 'natural' Kankakee": 
Marsh prairies of aquatic sedges and grasses, potential grazing areas; wild-rice 
sloughs, scenes of countless wild geese and ducks; flag ponds, lined with muskrat 
houses; a narrow but almost uninterrupted swamp forest, full of game, rimming a 
meandering river teeming with fish; the wet prairies, made humanly habitable by 
the interspersion of sandy island oak barrens surmounting the highest flood 
waters-such in brief is the physical setup which attracted the squatter pioneer t 
from the East, who sought contentment in the solitude and seclusion of a marsh 
wilderness. 193 
Meyer's article discusses the boom era of wildlife harvesting in the upper Kankakee valley: 
It is reported that a trapper found muskrat houses so numerous that three or four 
could be speared from one position of the boat. Another trapper states that, after 
the great marsh fire in 1871 (incidentally the year of the great Chicago fire), he 
sometimes caught in a single night more than 80 "rats" in a line of 100 traps. In 
Lake County alone the annual catch during the period from 1834 to 1884 is said to 
have averaged between 20,000 and 40,000 *.... 
• The goslings had not yet grown their flight feathers, and the adults were flightless while 
molting. 
t During the pioneer era, a squatter was someone who claimed federal land and made improve­
ments on it before it was available to be sold into private ownership. 
t Meyer obtained this reported yield of 20,000 to 40,000 muskrats from an article by Walter 
Hahn. Timothy Ball originated this estimate, but Hahn did not quote him accurately (as described in a 
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· .. The erection oflarge clubhouses for sportsmen (1878-79); the introduction of 
large herds of cattle for range feeding ... (1880); the use of the steam dredge for 
the first time in the Kankakee (1884)-these may be taken as basic criteria for the 
recognition of a new epoch. By this time, we are told, nearly all old trappers had 
left the marsh. "Rats" and certain other fur-bearing animals were still abundant, 
but pelts were cheap, though some forms of animal life were becoming scarce if 
not actually exterminated, as in the case of deer (last one reported shot in 1880). 
But wild fowl and fish seemed as plentiful as ever and attracted large numbers of 
sportsmen from far and near, who found the marshes and river a veritable 
"hunter's and fisherman's paradise." 
· .. Reconstructing the former scene of the sportsman's Kankakee, we observe 
that the swamp rimming the river is sufficiently narrow to act only as a momentary 
screen to the completely changed yet hardly less charming view of the marsh with­
out. Here, as far as the eye can see, is an expanse of marsh interrupted only by an 
occasional upland oak grove on a sandy knoll or ridge, or possibly by a cluster of 
closely set pin oaks rising out of the water, with their characteristic scraggy 
downward-bending dead branches. Miniature mounds with clumps of grass just 
emerging from the water betray the somewhat undulating character of the other­
wise markedly far-flung flatness of the submerged terrain. Rank sedges and 
grasses (source of marsh hay) and flags mark the shallower stretches. With these 
alternate the wild-rice swales; the cattail, spadderdock, and smartweed slough; and 
the reed and lily ponds, water sites throughout the year. 193 
According to an interview with a man from Knox who had hunted along the Kankakee for 
50 years ... 
In the spring, ducks generally began to arrive around the middle of February, or 
as early as February 1. Mallards and pintails were first to arrive, followed by teals 
and bluebills, then spoonbills, • and finally the wood ducks, which came about the 
middle of March. Wood ducks often fed on the timber acorns; others were strictly 
marsh birds and would not go into the timber swamp except during a storm. 193 
A professional hunter from Valparaiso was quoted by Meyer: 
Sand Hill cranes and brant were plentiful in early spring, and later came the jack­
snipe, plover, t and rail to stay till the water seeped through the sand on the higher 
marshes, where the prairie chicken could be heard calling at break of day. 193 
footnote on page 262). 
• Blnebill = scaup; spoonbill = northern shoveler. 
t Jacksnipe = C01l1l1lon snipe. "Plover" often is a reference to the upland sandpiper, but the 
name has been loosely applied to a number of shorebirds. 
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Meyer discussed early exploitation of the region's forest and grassland resources: 
As early as 1875 logs were rafted down the Kankakee River to Momence .... 
But river rafting did not prove any too practicable, owing to the tortuous and 
snag-infested channel. 
The swamp elm, ash, maple, pin oak, and burr oak constituted the chief species 
marketed from the swamp. On the sand knobs and ridges white oak was exten­
sivelyexploited. Fence posts and firewood have taken their share of the timber 
toll. The "setting out of fires" has reclaimed some of the swamp land for agri­
culture, but extensive tracts of fired timber are unutilized and present a pitiable 
spectacle of despoliation. 
. . . Marsh-hay exploitation at this time was a commercial venture on a large scale. 
With the subsidence of the high spring floods about the first of May the wild sedges 
and grasses were ready to be cut in July and August. What was not summer­
pastured, or fed locally as winter forage, was baled by large steam presses and 
exported. The varieties of short and long, tender and tough sedges and grasses 
adapted the hay to various uses. From the upper shallower marsh sites and along 
the "islands" was cut the shorter, tender, more succulent, and nutritious feeding 
hay; the lower deeper marshes yielded rank and tough growths, which were 
shipped, to Chicago, for example, as bedding or packing hay. 
. . . The marsh-hay pastures and the "island" oak groves invited a cattle econ­
omy . . .. . .. Thousands of head of cattle, many from Texas, were shipped in 
and grazed on tracts fenced into units the size of a section or so, imparting the 
aspect of a western ranch with its picturesque professional cow-puncher. 193 
Meyer classified the natural landscape of the upper Kankakee River valley into three broad 
types-swamp, marsh, and uplands: 
THE SWAMP 
The swamp timber proper follows the course of the river from practically the 
western extremity of the basin halfway up to its source, averaging perhaps a width 
of scarcely a mile, but widening considerably in its middle course, where it attains 
the maximum of nearly three miles. The stand included trees of extraordinary size, 
2 to 3 and even 4 feet in diameter, once an important source of lumber for north­
ern Indiana, while acorns of pin oaks and of a variety of other oaks supplemented 
the marsh wild rice diet of wild geese and ducks. Uriah Briggs, one of the Federal 
surveyors, thus describes the swamp: "The Kankakee River is a sluggish stream, 
its banks very low and lined on each side with a heavy growth of timber, mostly 
ash, some elm, maple, oak, and birch, which grow very tall, and is undergrown 
with swamp alder and wild rose, etc., making an interminable forest." 
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As late as 1911-12, and only five years before the straightening out of the lower 
reaches of the Indiana Kankakee, the State Commissioner of Fish and Game gave 
the following account: "The river courses through a forest of great elms, and 
trees such as grow on wet ground, and the branches of these hang near, or touch 
the water. Some of the trees are beautifully hung with vines, and all in all the 
scenery is altogether unlike that of any other river in Indiana. . .. Beautiful birds 
flush at every tum, kingfishers, green herons, great blue herons, wood ducks, 
mallards, hawks, owls, occasionally a great eagle, many red heads, • flickers, red 
wings, divers, mudhens-all these and others are there in plenty. . . . Fish disturb 
the water. Set your hooks for them. Some of them are carp, but not all; many are 
catfish up to 15 pounds, walleyed pike oflike weight, ordinary pike, or pickerel t 
of weight sometimes nearly twice as great, and bass, large and small mouthed, up 
to 5-6 pounds." 
It is the wide river swamp unit referred to above, included in northern Jasper, 
southwest Porter, and southeast Lake counties which holds out today the greatest 
promise to the swamp-restoration enthusiast. Representing a tract of some 10-12 
sections, essentially unoccupied and unutilized, its extensiveness and wildness are 
somewhat reminiscent of prereclamation days. But the primeval wilderness of 
virgin timber, with its profusion of animal life, has all but disappeared, leaving only 
a semblance of its former glory in those tracts which, though exploited for their 
merchantable timber and firewood, have been spared the ravages of fire and dis­
ease. Extensive areas affected by the latter form of clearing present the most 
pitiable spectacle of despoliation-a veritable "No-Man's Land." 
THE MARSH 
Rank sedges and grasses, fields of wild hay and wild rice, dominated the marsh 
landscape interrupted now by the swamp timber outlier of pin oak and its tree 
associates, now by a pond or a lake of lily pads, reeds, cattails, and flags. The tall 
huckleberry and cranberry ~ presumably were important seasonal contributors of 
food for man and bird. The small tamarack swamps ... have disappeared; wild 
rice, once the harvest-haven of wild fowl, was found by the author in only one 
locality-in a drainage ditch; while marsh hay appears as a relict formation in small 
and widely scattered, poorly drained strips or spots, generally pastured, which the 
dredge and the plow have not yet invaded. 
• Red head = green-winged teal. 
t Ordinal)' pike, or pickerel = northern pike. 
I Tall hncklebefl)' = Vaccinium corymbosum (highbush bluebefl)'); cranbefl)' = V. 
macrocarpon. 
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THE UPLANDS 
The insular dunal and other uplands rising just above the shallow water or to con­
spicuous heights of as much as 25 to 35 feet, either supported only a thin herb or 
moss ground cover reflective of acid soil conditions, or bore a stand of scrub or 
medium-sized timber consisting chiefly of black oak and white oak, the latter now 
mostly extracted. As in the case of the wet marsh, the drier sandy uplands contrib­
uted their seasonal offerings: dwarf huckleberry, blueberry, • blackberry, and 
dewberry, and hazel and other nuts. Many of these uplands are dunal in character 
and too sandy for agricultural uses other than furnishing a very poor grade of 
pasturage. Hence such areas, where large enough, and not too thickly farm­
steaded, may be regarded locally as potential game propagation areas. 193 
Alfred Meyer continued, "For the combined ridge and marsh setting let us consult the notes 
of another of the Federal surveyors, Mr. Smith, whose observations on T. 34 N., R. 1 W., 
are to the point." 193 Meyer then quoted part of Jeremiah Smith's portrayal of Oregon 
Township (Starke County) in April 1834; see page 54 for this eyewitness account. 
Meyer developed "a detailed inventory of the associations of vegetation" in the region: 
1. Maple-Ash-Elm Association.-A swamp type occurring along the Kankakee 
and Yellow rivers within the belt mapped as Swamp soil. Silver maple, black ash 
and white ash, t or water elm ~ dominate practically every mixed stand. Accessory 
species include yellow birch and black birch, ~ pin oak, white swamp oak, bur oak, 
popple, § and sycamore. Reproduction timber of maple, or birch, or popple inva­
sion, after a burn or a clearing, often forms nearly pure stands. 
• Dwarf huckleberry ~ Vaccinium angustifolium (early low blueberry) or V. pal/idum (late 
low blueberry). The name "blueberry" might be applied to any of the region's blue-fruited species of 
Vaccinium (V. angustifolium, V. pallidum, or V. corymbosum). 
t Meyer's classification of ashes is not in keeping with generally accepted taxonomy and 
nomenclature. Fraxinus americana (white ash) does not grow in swampy enviromnents. F. nigra 
(customarily known as black ash) is to be expected in the region; but, in the past, the common name 
"black ash" appears to have been used to identify wetland ashes in general along the Kankakee River. 
If this is tile case, "black ash" would include not ouly F. nigra but also two varieties of F. pennsyl­
vanica (both green ash and red ash). 
~ Water ehn = Ulmus amerIcana (American elm). 
~ Yellow birch =Betula al/eghaniensis (which is not known from the Kankakee River valley 
in Illinois); black birch = B. nigra (river birch). 
§ "Popple" usually refers to Populus tremuloides (quaking aspen), but may also be applied to 
P. grandidentata (big-tooth aspen). 
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Shrubs and herbs include species of willow, alder, dogwood, spicewood, • button­
bush, thistle, nettle, blackbeny, horseweed, t jewelweed, goldenrod, sedge, and 
grass. In unpastured areas, burns, or clearings, some of these, together with brush 
sprouts, often form rank jungle-like growths, difficult to penetrate. 
2. Pin Oak-Black Oak Association.-A type of swamp outlier occurring as small 
patches within the prairie, transitional in situation and composition between those 
of the pure swamp and the true upland. Pin oak, a typical swamp species, is pre­
dominant. With it are mixed black oak and white oak, upland types. 
Hucklebeny, blackberry, chokecheny, and hazel are common shrub adjuncts. 
3. Willow-Maple-Cottonwood Association.-A type identified with the larger 
drainage and river ditches and their associated spoil banks, often forming a sort of 
linear alignment, with willow banking the water's edge, the cottonwood surmounting 
the ridge together with silver maple and, less commonly, with other swamp species. 
The whole is frequently netted together by the grapevine on the river bank. 
Sand sedges and grasses, Equisetum, j milkweed, cinquefoil, and butterfly weed 
represent but a few of the large variety of xerophytic or other upland types of 
herbs occurring on the dry spoil banks and functioning in part as sand binders. In 
the drainage ditch below, the growth of aquatic sedges and grasses, species of 
bladderwort, algae, duckweed, water plantain, and cattail sometimes proves a 
troublesome current-retarding and ditch-filling factor. 
4. Black Oak-White Oak Association.-A type forming characteristically fixed 
dune groves so conspicuous in the otherwise flattish and naturally featureless land­
scape, or constituting the upland timber of the prairie margin. Either because of 
natural conditions or because of the removal of the white oak, black oak is nearly 
always the dominant and sometimes the exclusive species. Hickory is significant in 
only a few localities; occasionally red oak occurs. Pin oak characteristically forms 
a very narrow girdle at the base of the wooded knoll or sand ridge. 
Dwarf huckleberry, bluebeny, and blackbeny are shrub associates of this ... type. 
5. Marsh Sedge-Grass Association.-This type, once predominant over entire 
sections, today represents hardly more than a mere relict formation. A few local 
poorly drained pockets or ill-defined stream courses are characteristic sites. 193 
• Spicewood = Lindera benzoin (spicebush). 
t The name "horseweed" has been given to a Ilwnber of tall, coarse herbs-mostly members of 
the sunflower family such as Ambrosia trifida (giant ragweed) and Conyza canadensis (mare's tail). 
j Equisetwn = horsetail or scouring rush. 
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1938: Beaver Lake-LandofEnchantment 
This loving tribute to Beaver Lake is by Elmore Barce. His volume chronicles the life of one 
ofthe area's earlywhite residents, AlexanderLanierBarker. JudgeBarce introduced Beaver 
Lake and its Potawatomi inhabitants thus: 
Traveling north and on state highway number 41, and a little beyond the town of 
Morocco, Indiana, you come to a cemetery on your left, and thence cross a water­
way and a bridge. You are at the southern extremity of a region of swamp and 
lake that formerly covered thirty-six thousand acres of land. The lake no longer 
exists. What God so grandly created, man has miserably destroyed. 
· .. There was an area of open water, free from rush or reed, sixteen thousand 
acres in extent, mostly to the east and south of the center at Bogus island. Here 
and there and resting on the bosom of these waters, oak-capped islands, resplen­
dent in the sheen of the encircling wave. 
Peculiarly adapted to the habitation ofman, the south line of this lake was 
indented with numerous arms and inlets, the sandy shores sloping in splendid 
declivities to the watery verge. Back of these beaches and extending for a 
distance of some two or three miles through a range of low hills, were forests of 
bur oak and white oak, interspersed here and there with the groves of the shell­
bark hickory. Along the fringes of these woods and in the hollows, an almost 
impenetrable undergrowth of the blackberry, huckleberry and hazel. Beyond 
these sylvan shades, the delectable meadows of the blue stem, the ancient grazing 
grounds of the buffalo and the elk, and the delight of the trailing bands of the 
deer. 
· .. The Indian of the lake, far from being a creature of want, dwelt in a land of 
peace and plenty. The body of the waters, from twelve to fourteen feet in depth 
in their deepest sounding, were of perennial durance. They abounded with fish of 
the most excellent quality-rare pickerel, and a buffalo fish sometimes attaining 
the weight of thirty-five or forty pounds. The forests along the shores were alive 
with deer. The wild hog, the raccoon, the pinnated grouse, the wild turkey and the 
pheasant, • existed in such numbers as to surpass the belief of man. 
• Pilmated grouse = greater prairie-chicken; pheasant = ruffed grouse. 
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· .. the place of the fox grape, first planted on the islands of the Theakiki, • and 
thence carried by the birds to the islands of the lake. 21 
Among the first whites to live near Beaver Lake were Thomas and Mary Jane Barker, 
parents of Alexander Lanier ("Ned") Barker: 
Thomas Rogers Barker first came to northern Newton County in the year 1840, 
· .. he was married to Mary Jane Myers .... In the year 1842, ... the young 
couple put up their first cabin and took up their permanent abode on the south 
shore of Beaver Lake. The whole region north of the present town of Morocco 
was then a wilderness. Deer were seen in droves of two and three hundred at a 
time. Flocks of wild pigeons obscured the sun. Wolves were plentiful, and made 
constant inroads upon the barnyards of the settlers. 21 
Elmore Barce's relation continues ... 
In the year 1840 one entering the strip of the forest along the south shore of the 
. Little Lake (an arm of the main body) would have encountered a cabin. This cabin 
was erected in the center of a blue-stem clearing, bordered at all points of the 
compass by the towering oak. Three miles to the north of this clearing were the 
waters of an open bay, clear as crystal, and fringed by a beach of sand curved like 
the blade of a scimitar. 
· .. On the shore of this bay the youthful Barker established a boat landing .... 
· .. he soon found that the industrious gnawer ... had already disappeared. The 
Indians told him that the beaver had exhausted all the poplar, the cottonwood and 
the other soft woods along the shore line, and that they could not subsist upon the 
bark of the hard woods such as the oak and the hickory. About four miles north 
of the present Pilot Grove they had constructed a dam. The headwinds blowing 
steadily from the north and the east and piling up the waters of the lake against 
this earthwork, at times overflowed it, and upon the recession of the flood, hun­
dreds of the more excellent fish were left behind. 
The bones of the buffalo found upon the reaches of the islands close to the shore, 
also bore testimony that not many years before this region had been a favorite 
watering place with the herds of bison. . .. Hundreds of wild hogs ... roamed 
the woods. . .. They built great beds or lairs of wild grass in the depths of the 
timber to protect their young from the winter cold and snow. These lairs were 
• Theakiki =Kankakee River. 
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often of astounding dimension-one hundred feet in width and four feet in 
depth.• 
· .. One of the wonders of the day when Thomas Rogers Barker first came to the 
shores of Beaver Lake was the flight of the wild pigeon, the ectopistes migra­
torius, a species which, owing to the 'cruelty, rapacity and shortsightedness' of 
human kind, is now wholly extinct. '" It is related by Alexander Lanier Barker, 
the distinguished son of Thomas Rogers Barker, that the last migrations of the 
passenger pigeon occurred about the year 1870 and almost contemporaneously 
with the disappearance of the wild turkey. 
· .. The breeding grounds of these birds seem to have been in lower Canada and 
as far south as Pennsylvania and New York-its winter home was in Arkansas and 
North Carolina and the regions to the south. With the coming of the first mild 
days of spring, ... the pinions of these flyers filled the whole heavens from the 
east to the west, the north to the south. . .. This remarkable flight usually began 
at daybreak and lasted until about nine 0'clock in the morning. 
The return flight occurred late in the month of October after the frost had loos­
ened the acorns in the hull and when the pigeon berries were ripe. The great 
flocks, having thousands upon thousands of young in their midst, were now flying 
leisurely and feeding and resting along the way. They fluttered in inconceivable 
numbers about the oaks, 'loping' the acorns or loosening them from their cups and 
swallowing them whole. In preparation for the table the crops of these birds were 
found filled with the garget or pigeon berry t and the fruit of the oak. 
The wild or passenger pigeon during the time of its vernal and autumnal flights 
furnished no inconsiderable portion of the food supply, not only of the white 
pioneers, but of the few remaining families of the Potawatomi. One of the 
interesting stories related by the late Thomas Rogers Barker and passed to his son, 
• The purported size of these lairs may not be an exaggeration. Professor Eugene Hilgard, 
who grew up in St. Clair County between 1836 and 1848, said that free-ranging swine made leaf-beds 
"some twenty inches high and twelve to twenty feet across." 140 
t The name "pigeon berry" has been applied to a number of plants that were favored by 
passenger pigeons and that produced an abwldance of fruit during the season when passenger pigeons 
foraged in a particular region. Judge Ehnore Barce referred to "the garget or pigeon berry" at Beaver 
Lake. Pokeweed (Phylalacca americana) has been called the garget-weed or pigeon-berry. 178 Barce 
mentioned "the thick undergrowth of the pigeon berry bnshes," but pokeweed is not a bush. E.J. Hill, 
an early botanist who specialized in the flora of the Kankakee valley, was barely familiar with poke­
weed in the region; after he discovered this species at Engelwood (Cook County) in 1876, he remarked, 
"The second time only, I have seen this in the west." 168 Passenger pigeons favored dogwood fruits; 
perhaps Barce was referring to the gray dogwood (Camus racemasa), which was known as the pigeon 
berry. 266 Gray dogwood is a locally abundant shrub on uplands bordering the Kankakee River. 
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was that of the Indian boys who, concealing themselves in the thick undergrowth 
of the pigeon berry bushes, shot their 'stunning' arrows up through the leaves and 
the branches, and soon filled their game sacks with a plentiful quarry. . .. These 
'stunning' arrows were rounded rather than pointed, so as not to mutilate the 
flesh, and are still found at times on the sandy wastes of the islands. 
· .. Simultaneously with the exit of the wild pigeon the wild turkey passed .... 
· .. The clearness of the waters, the propinquity of the forest, the rich luxuriance 
of the grass, and the remoteness of all these regions from the habitance of man, 
made the shores of this lake one of the favorite haunts of the white-tailor the 
Virginia deer. They were seen here ... at certain seasons of the year in droves of 
four and five hundred at a time. . .. They enjoyed here also a security from the 
devastating holocaust of the prairie fire, which drove their brothers of the plain to 
the timberlands of the Wabash. 
· .. The presence of these denizens of the forest and the prairie in the vicinity of 
the settlements had a two-fold significance, of mutual benefit to man and beast. 
The necessity of maintaining the white man's sheepfolds and corrals made him the 
inveterate enemy of the boldest of all marauders, the gray wolf. The destruction 
of the wolf meant the safety of the fawn ... -the safety of the floundering stag 
pursued by his foes. The proximity of fields of fodder, of stacks and ricks, meant 
a welcome supply of food when the forage of the deer was covered by snow and 
ice. The presence of the white-tail meant a plenteous store of venison .... 
· .. That the white-tail in his pristine innocence ... had full faith and confidence 
in man and regarded him as a friend is evidenced by the almost incredible relation 
of Thomas Rogers Barker that in the early days about Beaver Lake the herds of 
deer evinced no alarm whatever at the discharge of a gun-that in the heat of the 
day they stood on the knolls and among the groves switching the flies, and that at 
'milking time' they took up the trail and marched in Indian file down to the edge 
of the water to drink.• 
· .. The wolf of the early days of the lake (the prairie wolf proper) was a beast of 
thirty-eight to forty-five pounds. . .. . .. He kept in the open and away from the 
woods. 
· .. It was the ancestors of this terrible dog that, tearing at the great buffalo herds 
floundering in the snows of the year 1790, onthe prairies of Indiana and Illinois, 
• Timothy Ball remarked about the wildlife that came around newly established farms (page 
247). Ned Barker said that his father found deer "so tame that they passed near his home in droves as 
large as 60 head" after he first came to live at Beaver Lake (page 332). After deer had been eliminated 
from the region, Ned Barker professed, "[ would not shoot a deer if it ran before me (page 344)." 
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almost exterminated them, and left their bones bleaching upon the plains. The 
next spring the scattered remnants of these herds, pausing again and again to low 
and bellow over the carcasses of their fallen comrades, passed beyond the waters 
of the Mississippi never to return.• 
· .. The last great wild dog of Beaver Lake, now doomed to the last gun-blast of 
extinction, is the Michigan Gray Wolf, a formidable beast sometimes attaining the 
weight of seventy or seventy-five pounds. 
· .. Driven from the fire-swept timberlands and swamps of the north, forced to 
find refuge and nourishment for his young among the denser populations of the 
south .... 
· .. In his last stand for liberty and life, the Gray Wolf of Michigan wages an 
unceasing and an exterminating warfare against the red fox. Not an animal of this 
species, says Mr. Barker, is left behind. 
· .. In order to present some of the more important details concerning this lake 
· .. we here give a brief account of Alexander Lanier Barker, the greatest living 
naturalist in the State of Indiana. 
· .. Alexander Lanier Barker was born in the year 1861 .... 
· .. From the time of his birth and until late in the 80's the pristine surroundings of 
the lake remained practically unchanged. It is true that the buffalo and the beaver 
had long since disappeared-that with the beginning of the eighth decade the 
Virginia white-tail and the wild pigeon disappeared-but the great flocks of wild 
• Elmore Barce's romantic imageI)' about the partial die-off and subsequent exodus of bison 
appears to be based on the literary effort of Nehemiah Matson. In 1872 Mr. Matson depicted the 
aftermath of a severe winter in northern Illinois which, he stated, "must have been previous to the year 
1790." Matson wrote that an old Indian had told him that bison were nearly killed off by the deep 
snow, and ... 
Next spring a few buffalo, poor and haggard in appearance, were seen making their way 
westward from the east part of the state. As they approached the carcasses of the dead 
buffaloes, which were lying on the prairie in great numbers, they would stop, commence 
pawing and lowing, then start off again on a lope for the west. From that time buffalo no 
longer lived in this count!)', and they were seldom seen east of the Mississippi river. 183 
Matson repeated this stOI)' in two subsequent books, published in 1874 and 1882. Barce appears to 
have borrowed directly or indirectly from Matson to craft his description of buffaloes vacating Illinois. 
Barce's phraseology about the demise of bison echoes the wording in a number of historical volumes 
that were published before his book. For instance the 1918 History ofChristian County relates, "The 
buffalo and the elk have passed the borders of the Mississippi, never to return." 26 
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game, ducks, geese and swan, still covered the surface of the lake in countless 
thousands .... 
· .. This man said to me: "... I have killed three thousand wolves in the last 
thirty years. I have almost extirpated the red fox and the swamp hawk. • But I 
have never destroyed a prairie chicken or a Bob White in my life. I would not 
shoot a deer if it ran before me." 
· .. On the 16th day of July, 1937, and in company with Mr. Barker, I visited 
'Eagle Nest Ridge', a notable point about two and one-quarter miles east of the 
present station ofEnos in Newton County. 'Eagle Nest Ridge' was formerly an 
island about two or three acres in extent, and rising about twenty-five feet above 
the level of the waters. It is also about two and one-half miles north of the south 
shoreline of Little Lake. 
· .. On the highest point of this island there was a giant black oak. Thirty or 
thirty-five feet above the ground the trunk of this tree separated into four or five 
forks. . .. In the crotch of these forks and for a period of over fifty years there 
was the nest of a Bald Eagle. 
· .. The statement of Mr. Barker is, after an observation of the Bald Eagle of 
Beaver Lake for a period of over forty years, that he is not a scavenger-that he 
eats no carrion nor does he feed it to his young-that he is first and last a bird of 
prey feasting upon living flesh and blood. 
· .. There is also a mysterious bird on this lake. . .. . .. More than a pair seldom 
inhabit a lake. . .. This is the Great Northern Diver-the Hell-diver, or the Loon. 
· .. The monstrous tale comes down from the early days of Beaver lake that a 
party of hunters, let us say murderers, from New York City, erected a boat and 
mounted a swivel gun, which mowed a path of death and destruction through the 
flocks of geese and mallards. 
· .. It is the opinion of Mr. Barker that there was a goose that was native to the 
shores of Beaver Lake-that nested there from year to year-that did not follow 
its brothers to the northern lakes. Whether this opinion be founded on fact or not, 
must remain indeterminable, but certain it is that numbers of the black-necks t laid 
their eggs and hatched out their young on the shores of the islands.. 
· .. The strange instinct of the wild mother taught her to beware of turtles, that 
would pull down the fledglings from below. She would give a quick call, veer 
• Swamp hawk = northern harrier. 
t Black-neck = Canada goose. 
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sharply to the right or left, and save her young. Mr. Barker informs me that he 
never knew an instance where a wild goose lost a single member of her brood. 
· .. From the years 1850 to 1851 to a point of time as late as 1885, the Beaver 
lake region was a perfect mecca for hunters, some coming from as far east as 
New York City. Others came from Louisville, Nashville, Cincinnati, Indianapolis, 
Chicago and other large cities in the west and south. 
· .. I visited on Saturday, the 31st day of July, 1937, the locus in quo of the 
breeding and nesting grounds of the Trumpeter Swan, the largest of North Amer­
ican wild fowl, and the most graceful voyager of the upper air. . .. Mr. Barker 
at once informed me that one of the former nesting places of this bird was in the 
Black Marsh, about three miles south of the present village of Roselawn, in 
Newton County. The Black Marsh was an adjunct of Beaver lake. 
· .. says Mr. Barker, "... In the waters of Beaver lake, there was a sub-aqueous 
celery, sometimes known as 'swan celery." This was a favorite repast and they 
pulled it up from the bottom with their bills." 
"Standing on Bogus Island," continues Mr. Barker, "I have seen a hundred acres 
of these swans at a time. At a distance they looked like a white island and would 
remain in the same locality for a month at a time, feeding on the water celery. t 
They would then pair off and locate a nesting place in the swamps. The swan likes 
a large body of water to sleep on, secure from its foes." 
· .. In passing from one division or body of the lake to another, it was wary of the 
land, and flew continuously over the water as far as possible. 
· .. We come now to the great adventure of the taking of the eggs as related by 
Mr. Barker: 
"The Trumpeter Swan had its nest in the Black Marsh near one of the three great 
crossing places of the lake known as 'The Narrows'. It was one of the most 
treacherous bogs on the face of the earth. It was a quagmire of floating moss or 
turf where one could easily sink into the ooze and slime and the decayed vegeta­
tion beneath. This ooze was eight or ten feet in depth, and one who disappeared 
here might never come to light. 
"I waS about eight or nine years old at that time, and as I was born in the year 
1861, it must have been about the year 1869 or possibly 1870. 
• Swan celery = Vallisneria americana (eelgrass). 
t Water celery = Vallisneria americana (eelgrass). 
345 
"... We knew that the old swan was liable to be far out in the swamp on some 
small elevation, so that the wolves could not get at her or her young. . .. she was 
careful to seek safe covert in a thicket of canes.• 
"... We hid in some thickets along the shore and were finally rewarded by seeing 
an old swan arise from her nest and float over the marsh. We marked the point by 
lining up with a tree on the opposite bank. . .. I now hacked down some canes 
and rushes and laid them cross-wise on the bog. These held us up and prevented 
us from sinking through. The turf on top was as elastic as rubber and most of the 
time we were climbing up At last we arrived at the nest We took 
two eggs and retired. 
"... I believe that there were no swans hatched out in the swamp after 1872 or 
1873. The drainage of the lowlands and the subsequent burning over of the sur­
face of the bog destroyed the canebrakes and the rushes. The swans gradually 
retired, but some of the species still visit the old lake in the spring and look about. 
• The "cane" mentioned here and in the next two paragraphs probably is common reed 
(Phragmites australis). Although Phragmites is quite weedy in the region today, the species 
apparently was not so widespread and prolific in the past. In 1891 botanists Higley and Raddin said 
of Phragmites in Cook County, Illinois, and northern Lake County, Indiana: "Sloughs, south and 
southeast; frequent or common, elsewhere less common." 139 In 1898 W.S. Blatchley said of Phrag­
mites in Lake and Porter Counties, Indiana, "Grows in dense isolated patches in tlle sloughs and 
swamps of the Calumet and Kankakee regions." 63 
Other references to "reeds" in the Kankakee River valley do not necessarily pertain to the common 
reed (Phragmites australis). A number of other tall grasses or grass-like plants may be loosely termed 
reeds, as in W.S. Blatchley's enumeration of "wild grasses, bullmshes, sedges, reeds, wild rice and 
other semi-aquatic vegetation" (page 229), and A.H. Meyer's "reed and lily ponds" (page 334). 
The names "reed," "flag," and "rush" are used interchangeably to refer in a general way to marsh 
vegetation. For instance the official report of tlle first expedition to the Kankakee River speaks of 
que des marais, des jones et des aulnes-that is, "only marshes, reeds and alders" (page 8). Louis 
Hemlepin, a member of this expedition, wrote of "marshes full of flags and alders" in his first book 
(translated from French; page 13), and he wrote of "Marshes full of Alder-Trees and Rushes" in his 
second book (originally published in English; page 16). Early writers employed the word "flag" in a 
general way as a name for plants with long, flattish, erect, blade-like leaves (e.g. cat-tail, iris, and 
bur-reed). 
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"... There was a traffic in swan's skins in the early days of the lake.... It 
brought the sum of one dollar on Market Street in the City of Chicago." 
· .. In recent excavations on a former island southwest of Conrad in Newton 
County, Alexander Lanier Barker unearthed a great number of buffalo bones and 
the antlers of deer. These bones had been religiously buried by the Potawatomi of 
the Lake in honor of the Great Spirit. . .. The island in question was undoubtedly 
a feasting place-a place of ceremonial .... 
· .. In the year 1824 ... , a party of land hunters ... made a journey overland 
from Warren County, Indiana, with a mixed company of Shawnees, Miamis and 
Potawatomi, ... following the old Potawatomi trail through Benton County to the 
north and northwest. 
· .. In passing over the plains of Benton they were amazed at the vast stretches of 
blue-stern-Berry Whicker, who was riding a tall, strong horse, tying the stems 
over his head while sitting in the saddle. They found a few buffaloes, large herds 
of deer, while the night was made hideous by the cries of wolves. 
· .. The description of Beaver Lake in the year 1824, ... as set forth by their 
historian, is as follows: 
"Beaver Lake was at that time a beautiful body of water, very clear and rather 
shallow, a delightful place for the Indians to hunt, fish and bathe. It was one of 
the principal camping grounds of the Potawatomi Indians ...." 
· .. We now come to that point of time when Thomas Rogers Barker ... first 
pitched his cabin on the south shore of the lake in the year 1840 . . .. The red 
men were still there. . .. One of their first acts ... was to present him with 
an Indian canoe' . . .. In the high waters of the spring Barker launched this 
canoe in the low swale at the eastern edge of what is now the town of Morocco 
-guided it to the Little Lake-thence to the Big Lake-thence through to Ellis 
Slough-thence through the swamp lands to the west, emerging in the Kankakee 
River in the vicinity of the present town of Aroma. t This feat ... he then 
accomplished with ease. 
· .. The culture of Indian maize was known to the tribes ofNorth America from 
the most distant ages. 
• In 1892 an old dugout canoe was found submerged in a bayou along the Kankakee near 
Shelby, Indiana. The boat was preserved; it is l3Y. feet long, 30 inches wide, and 12 inches deep. A 
lumbennan who examined the canoe declared that it "was made from a curly elm log, tapered at both 
ends and had been a very fine canoe." 86 
t Aroma = Aroma Park, on the Kankakee River about 18 miles west of Beaver Lake. 
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· .. the Potawatomi of the Iroquois' and Beaver Lake raised it in the lee of the 
groves and along the edges of the groves and along the edges of the prairie and 
the Indian women tended it with great care. 
· .. The waters of Beaver Lake were particularly clear and were supplied with an 
abundant store of fish. Mr. Barker informs me that in the winter and when the 
surface of the lake was frozen over, schools of the buffalo could be seen below 
and the movements of the fins and gills of the beautiful pickerel. 
· .. One more discovery and an important one. When Thomas Rogers Barker first 
came to this lake in 1840, there was an island two miles east and one-half mile 
north of the present village of Enos known as 'Bald Knob'. There was not a tree 
or a vine over its whole contour. There was no other island like it in the whole 
lake. This was the island that Gurdon S. Hubbard landed on and where he was 
rescued by the Potawatomi boatman. t Later, and in the days of the Zoboroskis 
the island was covered by the short poles of the young oak trees and was known 
as 'Pole Grove'. It is but a short distance to the northwest of 'Eagle Nest Ridge'. 
· .. Two and one-tenth miles north of the present village of Enos in Newton 
County, and about one-half mile west of State Highway No.4 I, an island of sand 
rises abruptly out of the bed of the old lake and faces to the southeast. The south 
and the east sides of this island are precipitous and seventy-five feet in height. 
· .. a tract of land some forty or fifty acres in extent. 
· .. The outer edge of this precipice is from fifteen to twenty-feet in width, and 
forms a perfect rampart from which the surface of the lake to the east, the south 
and the southwest is plainly visible. Formerly the top of this rampart was studded 
with black oak. . .. In the days of the outlaws the whole island was covered with 
a deep tangle of woods, thickets and vines .... 
· .. One who approaches this rampart from the northwest finds himself first 
descending into a deep pocket or amphitheatre, the slopes of which ascend to the 
top of this rampart by a steep incline from fifteen to twenty-five feet in height. In 
the face of this incline or slope and facing the northwest, a cave or den was exca­
• That is, the Iroquois River. 
t Gurdon Hubbard's accowlt of bivouacking on an island in Beaver Lake is on page 40. 
Elmore Barce did not provide evidence to substantiate his statement that Mr. Hubbard encamped on 
Bald Knob-although Hubbard did mention that the island was treeless. Elsewhere in his book, Barce 
conclnded only that Hnbbard was "on the islands on the sonth shore of Beaver Lake somewhere in the 
vicinity of Enos." The village of Enos is 011 U.S. Route 41 at the south edge of old Beaver Lake. 
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vated, supported by timbers. This was the cave of the counterfeiters and horse 
thieves, the traces of which are still plainly visible to this day. 
· .. It is preserved in the traditions of the island and in the writings of Judge 
Darroch that the entrance to this cave of robbers was from the northwest, and 
over a chain of low islands and sand knobs extending in the general direction of 
the town of Momence. A trip over the road leading directly north of the old 
homestead of Andrew Ellis and situate about two miles west of Bogus Island, 
reveals a row of these sand knobs suddenly terminating in a long stretch of 
swampland extending southeast and towards Cherry Island. • This intervening 
swamp was navigated by means of rafts, on which the stolen horses and the sup­
plies for the cave were safely transported to the highlands beyond. The sides and 
the edges of this swamp are now filled with the bushes of the swamp rose (Rosa 
carolina Linnaeus) t which grow to a height of from one to nine feet, and which in 
the months of May and June are transfigured with blossoms. 
· .. Even the chimney that conveyed the smoke up out oftheir den was hidden in a 
clump of wild currant. 
· .. The watershed between the lake and the Kankakee is clear and well-defined, 
appearing as the long ridge of sand just north of the present village of Conrad. 
· .. The outlet of Beaver Lake was Beaver Creek, about one mile north of the 
present town of Morocco.. 
· .. Some small compensation for the loss of the waters is presented in the vast 
field of the 'Tall Blazing Star', I appearing in the bottom of the old lake bed 
north and south of Bogus Island and on either side of State Highway No. 41. The 
spikes of this flower, from two to six feet in height, present their greatest flores­
cence during the first weeks in August. At that time a sea of most gorgeous 
• According to the Morocco Centennial, Cheny Island was also known as Little Bogns Island. 
It was northwest of Bogns Island. 199 
t The plant that Elmore Barce called "the swamp rose (Rosa carolina Linnaeus)" is still known 
as the swamp rose, but its current scientific name is Rosa palustris. A different species (pasture rose) 
now goes by the binomial Rosa carolina. 
I Tall Blazing Star = Liatris (L. spicata and perhaps less commonly, L. pycnostachya). 
349 
magenta-purple is exhibited and set forth on every hand-thousands of travelers 
stopping their cars to gather the bouquets. 
· .. In the early days of the swamplands of Beaver Lake there were hundreds upon 
hundreds of acres of the beautiful Water Lily or Water Nymph, given by Gray' as 
the Sweet-scented Water Lily or castalia odorata. t 
· .. In some of the ditches along the Black Marsh and at other points in the lake, 
we were presented with the colorful blossoms of the Lobelia cardinalis or cardinal 
flower. 
· .. The great lobelia or Lobelia syphilitica I is also found in ditches and water­
courses in the vicinity of the black Marsh. 
· .. One of the early flowers of Beaver Lake, growing along the margins of the 
lake itself and on the edges of the small ponds and sloughs, was the marsh mari­
gold, or caltha palustris .... 
· .. The Potawatorni of Beaver Lake used the leaves and the stems of this plant 
for pulse or greens. 
· .. The profusion of blackberries, raspberries, dewberries and huckleberries, 
growing in the open woodlands and along the edges of the old lowlands of the 
lake, were wondrous to behold. . .. The Potawatorni of the lake dried large quan­
tities of the raspberries and blackberries and stored them away in boxes of birch, 
elm and basswood for the winter use. . 
· .. On the east side of Bogus Island and on the beach, the wild cherry has 
thrived-the apple tree blooms and yields its fruit-the vine of the wild grape 
grows to the top.... If the restoration of the old lake is impossible of perfor­
mance, what may the ingenuity and industry of man yet accomplish? 
· .. No description of the Bob White is required. .,. He was always a habitue of 
the shores of Beaver Lake and the valley of the Kankakee. A winter of heavy 
snow not many years ago almost finished him. '" The recovery was fortunate. 
• That is, Asa Gray, original author ofManual a/the Botany a/the Northern United 
States. 226 
t Water Nymph, Sweet-scented Water Lily, or castalia odQrata =Nymphaea odorata (fragrant 
water lily). 
I Great lobelia or Lobelia syphilitica = L. Siphilitica (blue cardinal flower). 
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· .. the sandhill crane ... in the seventh and eighth decades of the last century, 
was a common inhabitant of Beaver Lake and the prairies of Newton and Benton. 
· .. An article written by Mr. Arthur Mitten of Goodland is worthy of attention: 
'The sandhill crane is another large bird which was common in this district fifty 
years ago, but since 1886 has become scarcer each year until now they are rarely 
seen. Formerly large flocks were observed each spring and fall. . .. . .. Flocks 
of several birds were sometimes seen during the summer months but always flying 
very high . . . ." 21 
1938: Soils & Men 
The 1938 Yearbook ofAgriculture includes a map of the soil associations of the United 
States. The Kankakee River lowland consists of the Newton-Maumee soil association, 
which is comprised of dark soils that have developed under poor drainage in very sandy 
parent materials. The area ofNewton and Maumee soils in the Kankakee valley is the largest 
anywhere. Soils & Men features an aerial photo ofthe canalized part of the Kankakee River, 
which is described as "one of the largest drainage canals in the United States." 299 
1939: Types ofFarming in Indiana 
A bulletin from Purdue University provides this information about the "Kankakee Grain and 
Pasture" region during the 1930s: 
The agriculture of this area is newer than the agriculture of other areas, as the land 
was too wet for farming until drained by the many large open ditches which are 
characteristic of the area. 
· .. Grain and native permanent pasture occupy a large share of the used farm 
land. . .. . .. Beef cattle constitute a larger share of all livestock than in any 
other area in the state. Intermingled with large extensive farms are many localities 
which have numerous small intensive truck or poultry farms. Much of the area is 
within the Chicago milk shed. On this account dairy farms are more numerous 
than they would probably otherwise be. 
· .. On the muck in the eastern portion of the area are produced large quantities of 
intensive crops, such as peppermint, onions, and potatoes. Many cucumbers are 
also grown. 224 
1940: "The Status of Wildlife in the United States" 
The U.S. Senate's Committee on the Conservation of Wildlife Resources issued this land­
mark report, which describes the National Wildlife Refuge system. The document discusses 
several sites that could be restored as waterfowl breeding areas, and noted, "Among the 
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largest of these, and the most important, are the Horicon marshes in Wisconsin and the Kan­
kakee marshes in Indiana." 281 
1942: "The Kankakee Area-Its Past and Present" 
Writing for the Chicago Naturalist, Marcus Ward Lyon, Jr., mentioned the bison that once 
inhabited the region, and then he turned his attention to other large mammals: 
Next in size inhabiting the area were what the voyageurs termed the stags, now 
popularly called the elk. No remains of these stags are known except one pair of 
antlers in the possession ofH.F. Goppert of Walkerton, who with his companions 
fished them out of one of the tributaries of the Kankakee when he was seining for 
fish one night many years ago. Deer were abundant. Some of the old stories 
related their being killed with pitchforks in the cold winter season and the meat put 
away for future use. Today these are all gone. The only specimen of a deer that I 
know from that region is a mounted head of an animal killed about seventy years 
ago, this head now adorns the barber shop of Robert Hawblitze1 of North Liberty. 
· .. Old histories tell about cougars' that inhabited this region. Not only were 
these giant cats present, but the smaller wildcats, probably both the rufous t and 
the Canada lynx. The coyote still persists, but the timber wolf is extinct. Smaller 
mammals were there in abundance: otters and beavers, the favored animals for the 
early trappers. The beaver was soon exterminated, but otters persisted until about 
1893, about the same time the deer also disappeared. Porcupines probably were 
found in the region, but little mention in histories is made of them. The only mam­
mal of any size and importance to survive is the muskrat. 177 
1942: "The Old Kankakee" 
This booklet was published by the Izaak Walton League of America, an early booster of 
efforts to establish a federal wildlife refuge in the former Grand Kankakee Marsh. 
· .. the Kankakee was such a fine hunting ground that even the British nobility 
came this far in order to hunt. 
As the agricultural possibilities in sections of the valley became apparent, the first 
attempts to drain some of the land were made. . .. As more land was reclaimed 
for agriculture the demand for more efficient outlets increased and the first work 
was done in the river channel at the upper end by straightening it and cleaning out 
• Cougar = mountain lion. 
t Rufous lyux = bobcat. 
352 
obstructions. . .. Under the Indiana State Drainage Law, dredging ... was done 
until it had reached the Indiana-Illinois state line by 1917.• 
Contemporary with the dredging and deepening of the channel was the formation 
of drainage districts for reclaiming more of the marsh land for agricultural use. 
· .. Today the former Kankakee, once noted for its lowlands, its sluggish current 
and meandering channel is gone. It has been replaced by the straight, deep Kanka­
kee River Ditch. 
· .. The fish resource of the Kankakee is potentially very important in the river 
proper as well as in the marsh if restored. 
· .. In the river proper, especially downstream from Momence, Illinois, further 
progress in pollution abatement will improve conditions for fish. 
· .. Acquisition of and development in the Beaver Lake Area, lying south of the 
river proper and a part of the Kankakee basin, should logically follow the work 
along the river proper. Beaver Lake would provide the greatest acreage for 
wildlife with the least construction cost 158 
1944: "New Life for the Old Kankakee" 
This article in the Outdoorsman by Bob Becker provides facts about wildlife along the Kan­
kakee River. The information is based on a letter from E.W. Irwin, who moved to Hebron, 
Indiana, in 1869 "for the purpose of hunting in the Kankakee marshes." 
Mr. Irwin's letter tells of ... seeing the local market hunters getting game ready 
for shipment to Chicago. That morning of 1869 the shipment consisted of five 
deer, 467 large ducks, 392 small ducks, 22 geese, and 16 brant. The station agent 
reported that Beaubein and Sargent, Hebron market hunters, shipped similar 
amounts of game always twice a week and sometimes three times a week. 
· .. They devoted their attention to bigger birds, shot three boat-loads of geese 
and brant in just one hour. The birds were so plentiful that the men used no 
blinds, but merely shot from the tops of muskrat houses. 
· .. a trapper named Had Folsam ... lived in Hebron, Ind., in the 60's and 70's. 
Folsam's winter catch was such that a strong team of horses was needed to pull a 
large hay rack loaded with the muskrat, opossum and mink pelts. 
• Neil Metcalf, who lived at the Upper Crossing of the Kankakee above Momence, remarked 
about ditching of the river that was carried out in 1917, "When the dredge boats reached the state line 
the river men said NO. The long guns were dug out, and NO it was." 201 
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Prairie chickens roamed the uplands in great numbers.• 
· .. The first settlers who attempted to farm lands adjacent to the Kankakee marsh 
reported that the deer were so common that they were a menace to corn and other 
crops. One of these early settlers showed Mr. Irwin the 40-acre field in which he 
had planted his first corn. The farmer said the deer came into the field in herds of 
30 to 40 animals. The farmer would go out into the field in the morning with a 
dog and drive the deer out, but by the time he returned to his farm house the deer 
would be back in the corn. All the other settlers suffered similarly from deer 
depredations, and were forced to organize hunts to kill the deer for the protection 
of their meagre crops. 42 
1949: Wildfowling in tlte Mississippi Flyway 
The Beaver Lake area is featured in William Barnes' chapter about hunting waterfowl in 
Indiana: 
In Newton County a high sand ridge separated the drainage of the Kankakee and 
the Iroquois Rivers. This basin formed Beaver Lake, the largest body of open 
water in the entire region. It extended from east to west, a distance of seven 
miles, and was four miles wide the other way. This lake of 16,000 acres, harbored 
countless thousands of waterfowl during migration. From the outlet where 
Beaver Lake emptied into Beaver Creek, continuous marshland spread northward 
some 30 miles in the direction of Chicago. In a few locations, on the north side of 
the river, it was interspersed with small lakes, varying in size from 40 to 60 acres. 
In all, the Grand Marsh of the Kankakee originally contained about 500,000 acres 
of some of the best waterfowl habitat to be found on the North American Conti­
nent. 
· .. Prairie farmers, who followed close on the heels of the more adventurous 
frontiersmen, found the wet land of no value other than for production of wild 
hay, and immediately initiated the first drainage projects in the form of hand-dug 
ditches. Beaver Lake, being in a basin slightly higher than the adjoining swamp, 
was one of the first to feel the dip of the dredge. Initial efforts were made in 
1873 with an old side delivery contraption that deposited the muck and sand a 
short distance from the dug channel. This only resulted in eventual sluffing back 
of the material into the new ditch. A steam dredge, brought in after the initial 
failure, soon succeeded in lowering the gradient and widening the outlet to Beaver 
Creek which, in turn, emptied into the Iroquois River. Later, the old State Ditch 
• Mr. Irwin's recollection of a big flock of prairie-chickens is on page 409. 
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was constructed and ran directly north into the Kankakee; thus completing the 
drainage of a combined 36,000 acre area of marsh and open water. • 
On the north side of the river, the Singleton Ditch, in southern Lake County, was 
the first large drainage project. The underlying soil was very fertile and resulted in 
largescale farming operations. The first efforts to directly affect drainage in the 
river proper consisted of the straightening of the upper end for a distance of seven 
miles. This was immediately beneficial to a few thousand acres in the limited 
watershed. As the years passed and floodwaters began to back up in the lower 
reaches, more and more pressure was brought to bear for straightening the entire 
river lying within the state. Thus, by 1917, the project was completed to the state 
line. A few bends in the new Kankakee replaced the 2000 bends in the old river. 
Eighty-eight miles of dredged channel replaced the original 240 miles of meander­
ing stream. 
· .. a good percentage of the drained land produced good farms, especially on the 
north side of the river. Many other submarginal areas adjoined the main dredge 
ditch in the form of narrow, poorly drained tracts. The acid, dry, sandy ridges also 
created little dust bowls when stripped of their native vegetation. 
· .. Probably wildfowling reached its peak in the period between 1870 and 1890. 
Hunters from many parts of the world came to the Kankakee to participate in the 
superb shooting. 
· .. It should be remembered that the Grand Marsh spread out over sections of 
eight different counties ... , ... Wildfowlers around Morocco, Lake Village, 
and Kentland frequented Beaver Lake, which in turn, was divided up into many 
smaller marshes with local names. 
Willow Slough lay about three miles northwest of Morocco and adjoined the 
Murphy and LaGree marshes in Il1inois. Carey Murphy, now over 80 years old, 
did a lot of duck hunting there. From his farm home he could walk over the sand 
ridge and in a short time bag all the ducks and geese he could carry back. One 
water area, known as the Goose Pond on the south edge of Willow Slough, was 
most attractive to these large birds. . .. In a room on the Bogus Island Ranch, 
one may view old muzzle loaders, bear traps, a hand forged trapper's axe and 
walls covered with Indian relics picked up on the farmland that was once the 
bottom of this large body of water. 
• William Barnes' outline of the history of ditching is not accurate. The first ditch was dug in 
1854 and 1855, not 1873. (Some books give the date as "about 1853.") This ditch carried water to the 
Kankakee River, not to Beaver Creek. Contrary to Barnes' statement, the "old State Ditch" was the 
first one to be dug at Beaver Lake. 
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Jim Cory, also living in Morocco, spent a lot of time hunting on Beaver Lake with 
Charlie Smart, Lew Cory and Bob Small. Forty years ago they would pitch two 
tents on a high spot just north of the old State Ditch. Most of their hunting was 
done in the section known as the Sand Desert. At that time the main ditch had 
been dug, but because of a lack of connecting laterals most of the adjoining tracts 
were poorly drained and held from one to two feet of water in the spring of the 
year. This party would pitch camp around the first of March and use it between 
spells of odd work up until the fifteenth of April. There were three sink boxes in 
an open pond to the northeast of their tents, and two others in another one to the 
northwest. Each box was large enough to accommodate two shooters with an oil 
stove in between them. This group owned 75 live decoys that were turned loose 
in the open ponds. Some of the wilder ones were tethered by use of a neck collar 
rather than a leg cord. At night the ducks were caught and placed in the sink 
boxes to prevent predation by mink and coyote. 
In those. days the daily limit was 25. Many times the party had killed their limit 
and returned to camp before dark. The bag consisted mostly of Mallards as a 
result of selective shooting. Quite a few Pintails were also taken, along with other 
dabbling ducks. Other water birds were taken as opportunity afforded. Many 
marshes held large numbers of jacksnipe. Sandhill Cranes could be killed if one 
had the stalking ability to get close enough for a shot at these wary birds. Jim 
Cory remembers them as being very good eating and so large that it was necessary 
to cut off the legs to place them in a good sized roaster. 
These men did some jump shooting in the fall, but like the reports from all other 
old-time hunters in the Kankakee region, as well as elsewhere in the state, spring 
shooting was far more popular. Although market shooting had passed, some 
ducks were sold to grocery stores, and city hunters would often buy enough from 
the local boys to fill their limit. Twenty-five cents was the standard price for Mal­
lards and ten cents for jacksnipe. 
. . . In an old weatherbeaten house four miles north of Mt. Ayr, Indiana, lives a 
man who has spent his entire life on the same farm. In fact, Johnny Giildenzopf 
was born there four days before his father returned home from the Civil War. He 
can remember when the water came up to within a few feet of their bam. Canada 
Geese and Sandhill Cranes nested on the tussocks and grassy flats. On the higher 
ground, young prairie chickens darted in and out among the hazel b.ushes or sought 
refuge under the broad basal leaves of the rosinweed.• To the northwest, in Little 
Lake, nesting waterfowl could be found in larger numbers. In Black Marsh, 
another part of Beaver Lake, the Trumpeter Swans built nests on floating bogs. 
Johnny recalls two swan eggs that were brought home and placed under a domes­
tic goose but never hatched out. Many of the lighter colored fowl, such as the 
• Rosinweed = Silphium terebinthinaceum (prairie dock). 
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swans and Sandhill Cranes, would take on a rusty breast coloration after swim­
ming or wading around in the bog ore during the summer months. 
Giildenzopf market hunted in the early days. The Mallard brought ten cents and 
Blue-winged Teal five cents, each. Canvasbacks, never plentiful, brought twelve 
cents. He killed six swans in his lifetime, but found no market for them. Water­
fowl were placed in barrels and taken to Beaverville, Illinois, located on a direct 
railroad line into Chicago. 
Occasionally some of the local boys would hunt for the fun of it, when more 
prosperous persons would furnish ammunition. These treks generally took on a 
more competitive complexion. Giildenzopf, John Zoborosky, and his brother 
George, once participated in such a shoot. Large tracts of land bordering the 
south shore of Beaver Lake were owned by Gaff and Fleischman; who provided 
shells and other remuneration to these men. Johrmy went to his favorite stand on 
Lone Tree Point, while the two brothers hunted to the north of him. . .. All day 
the guns roared. Ducks were shot on the water and in the air. Giildenzopf made 
it clear that when waterfowl were being bagged either for the market or for local 
consumption with a muzzle loader, all ducks were not taken on the wing. '" This 
might explain some of the high bag figures reported by market hunters from 
various parts of the country. Anyway, on this particular day the chips were down, 
and Johrmy had not done so badly with a pile of 102 ducks as day drew to a close. 
John Zoborosky soon showed up empty-handed and noted the "small" pile of 
ducks. He and his brother were in need of a team, • so great was their kill. When 
the final count had been made, George won with a high of 118. 23 
1951: An Archaeological Report on Newton County, Indiana 
Joseph Hiestand's monograph contains a wealth of information about the archaeological 
resources of the Beaver Lake area. Hiestand mentioned the former lake in his introduction: 
Today four miles north of Morocco, Indiana, on U.S. 41, one crosses a ridge of 
high ground and then drops down and proceeds across a depression of flat level 
country, part of which is now productive farmland. Years ago this was the site of 
the beautiful Beaver Lake, called by the Potawatomi, Sag-a-yi-gan-nik-youg, or 
"Lake of the Beavers," which extended north eight miles nearly to the town of 
Conrad and extended ten miles east and west. The lake proper ... was surround­
ed by 26,000 acres of swampy marshes .... Before the drainage began this was a 
noted resort for trappers, hunters, and sportsmen. Indians and white settlers 
received thousands of dollars for the furs trapped here, and it was an inexhaustible 
source of fish and game. These facts no doubt account for the large numbers of 
• They needed a wagon drawn by a team of horses. 
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Indian encampments surrounding it. Before its drainage it furnished wild game to 
the Chicago market, and its fame as a hunting resort was worldwide. 
· .. Sections of this old lake bed are still covered with water in wet seasons of the 
year .... 138 
Beaver Township lies south of Beaver Lake and includes the town of Morocco. According 
to Hiestand, 
At the time of its settlement Morocco was right in the midst of the finest trapping 
ground, and trade flourished with the agents of the American Fur Company. 
· .. The northern part was once submarginal marsh lands of the famous Beaver 
Lake which lay to the north .... 
Many of the Indian sites in this township were along Beaver Creek which flows a 
short distance north of Morocco. 
· .. Another point of interest in this township is in the northwest corner of section 
1, T 29 N, R 10 W, and sections 6,7, and 12, T 29 N, R 9 W. This area was 
covered by a lake and marsh called Willow Slough. It covered nearly 1,400 acres 
and was a noted hunting place in the early days. The body of water was similar to 
Beaver Lake to the east but a distinct sand ridge divided the two. Willow Slough 
was directly southwest of the old Pogue ranch which was an important cattle­
shipping center over the old Chicago and Eastern Illinois Railroad. 
In the northwest corner of the section and extending to the southeast in a kind of 
peninsula into what used to be water and marsh, is a big sand hill now covered 
with scrub oak. In the early days this was called Moorman Hill. It was an impor­
tant camp site, first used by the Indians and then by the early white settlers. It is 
the highest point in this area, and it is one of the projects of the Izaak Walton 
League to have part of this area put back into a waterfowl sanctuary.• The pin 
oak and black oak trees are beautiful here in October after the first frosts and the 
fall colors exceed those in Brown County. At the present time the marsh is drain­
ed by the Houseworth-Riner Ditch. Parts of the marsh are covered with water in 
• The area has become Willow Slough State Fish and Wildlife Area; 
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the spring of the year and many waterfowl can be seen. It is a wild and sparsely 
populated region. 
A short distance to the south of Moorman Hill, also in the old marsh, was Wild 
Cat Island. This was an important camp site for the red man and hunting place for 
sportsmen. 138 
McClellan Township encompasses most of the former bed of Beaver Lake. Mr. Hiestand 
described evidence of Indian occupation on several former islands in the township: 
Village Site 2 is the site of Bogus Island. . .. The author ... found many arrow 
points and also some lead balls from large caliber muzzle-loading rifles. 
There is another small moundlike island about a half mile directly to the northwest 
of Bogus Island. . .. The author visited this site when it was first plowed and 
found 60 perfect arrow points, many broken ones, large pieces of pottery, ham­
merstones, 1 celt, and a broken plummet of banded slate. 
· .. Another island, much smaller in size, lay directly east of Bogus, across the 
New York Central tracks and some distance out into the old lake bed. It is 
covered mostly with brush today. This was an Indian camp site and early settlers 
called it Squawk Island, probably because of the large number of ducks and geese 
that were killed there. • On these sites just described are the few and only 
remaining prairie chickens to be found in Indiana. They have been seen in the 
spring of the year feeding and drumming on the beds of this old lake bottom. 
Village Site 3 was one of the largest camps in the county. This site is approxi­
mately two miles directly southeast of Bogus Island. It is a series of islands or 
sand knobs peninsular in shape which extended out into the lake from the south­
west and is known since the early days of the lake as the Wheaton Arm. 
· .. The author has ... found the teeth of beaver here and many jawbones of the 
muskrat, which may mean that the Indians used these animals for food. . .. over 
near the Bogus Island site the old lake bed is covered with beautiful spikelike 
flowers called the Kansas Gay Feather. t 
· .. Village Site 6 is in section 9, T 30 N, R 9 W, northwest of the Bogus Island 
site. Here is another "island" out in the lake bed. It is called Cherry Island after 
• Another possibility: the island might have been named Sqnawk if it had a rookery of night­
herons, which are called squawks (page 248). 
t Kansas Gay Feather = LiaMs (L. spicata and perhaps not as commonly, L. pycnostachya). 
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the large number of wild cherry trees which cover it. It is part of the Bogus Island 
chain, and the outlaws used it as a ferry point to and from the main island. 
. . . Village Site 7 is another "island" northwest of Cherry Island. . .. The author 
noticed a large number of bones here and thinks that perhaps this is the site 
referred to by Elmore Barce in his book on Beaver Lake, which he said was south­
west of Conrad, and contained many buffalo bones.• 138 
In 1908 the village of Conrad was founded in Lake Township at the north edge of Beaver 
Lake. Joseph Hiestand recalled, "Its railway station was at one time a great shipping center 
for range cattle and other livestock which grazed on the reclaimed marsh lands of this 
area." 138 
1960: Kentland-Newton County Centennial 
A reminiscence by Helen Washburn Knollin reads in part, 
Beaver Lake was the largest natural body of water ever to be in Indiana. . .. Wild 
water fowl came here by the millions. .., I have heard my father tell of seeing 
great flocks of Whistling Swan fly over as a solid white cloud. He also told of the 
Sand Hill Crane, a slate-gray bird about four feet tall. At sun-set these Cranes 
would "land" on a sand ridge and "hold" a dance. They would go through the 
most grotesque antics, stretching their necks, flapping their wings, and all the time 
jumping up and down. 124 
1964: The Kankakee: River ofHistory 
In River ofHistory Marion Isaacs chronicled the exploits of hunters in the Grand Kankakee 
Marsh-local men as well as European royalty, wealthy Chicagoans, and other prominent 
visitors. Mr. Isaacs gave a few specifics about the abundant harvest of game: 
Casually leafing through the old registers or note books from all the hunting 
lodges, from Thayer to Mill Creek, or down river from Shelby to Kankakee, Ill., 
• Elmore Barce's discussion of buffalo bones on an island in Beaver Lake is on page 347. 
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we find items like this: "Eight gentlemen here a few days and they got 60 snipe, 
and 513 ducks" or "The members of the Pittsburg Gun Club and their guests have 
got a total of 689 ducks as well as many other birds." And the same G.M. Shaver, 
who belonged to Camp Mulligan, a site and club house existing before the days of 
the Cumberland Lodge, once made this entry: "From September 1 to September 
17 there have been shot 1,100 ducks from this place, as well as many other water 
fowl."· In an undated note written by Aaron F. Ferman of Hebron, Ind., he 
reported: "Many prominent people are on the Kankakee this season. Each hunter 
can average 100 birds a day if he wants to make an effort." 
· .. There was also a record posted some place along the river that "Ed McNeel 
got seven deer in two days." 157 
Mr. Isaacs provided a commentary about the region's mineral resources: 
It has long been known that the vicinity is well marked with deposits of bog iron. 
There was at least one effort made to ship the ore to a smelter, but the charges 
made by the railroads made shipping impossible. 
· .. Early surveyors, especially Uriah Biggs, A.E. Van Ness, and Jeremiah Smith, 
reported such things as sulphur outlets, natural gas, bitumen, and great deposits of 
bog iron along the Kankakee. It was Uriah Biggs who said 600 acres of bog iron 
along the Kankakee in Jasper County shows some ancient signs of casting. 
There was also a pitch deposit at a place named "Asphaltum" in Jasper County that 
long before the arrival of the French was used by the Indians to "pitch their 
canoes. ,,157 
1964: The Settlement ofthe Kankakee Valley, 1830-1855 
Historical research by Thomas Conway has shed light on the ecology of the Kankakee valley, 
and its effect on settlement: 
The Kankakee area was the last Indian stronghold south of Chicago of any note. 
· .. Around 1820 the chief Indian villages in the greater Kankakee region ... 
were: Minemaung (Yellowhead) located a few miles north of present day 
Momence, Illinois, She-mar-gar (Soldier's Village) at the mouth of the creek at 
Kankakee, Illinois; Shaw-wan-nas-see (Little Rock) at the mouth of Rock Creek 
some ten miles northwest of Kankakee. . .. These were the major Pottawatomie 
• Timothy Ball credited Mr. Shaver with single-handedly killing 1,100 ducks in one year 
(pages 123 and 249). Shaver's hunting headquarters was about three miles east of the state line at the 
north edge of the Grand Kankakee Marsh. 
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Villages of a more or less permanent nature. None of the large villages was 
located in the Indiana portion of the Kankakee Valley which was the geographical 
center of the tribe. The only reason that could explain this was the unbroken 
swampiness of the valley, making an ideal hunting ground but a poor residence. 
· .. An important historical accident of the Indian occupation of the Kankakee
 
Valley, both in Illinois and in Indiana, until the late 1830's and even into the early
 
1840's was that many less intrepid pioneers passed up the opportunity of settling
 
the Kankakee River and its environs because of the fear of having Indian neigh­

bors. This obstacle to the early settlement of the region looms large as a delaying
 
agent, accounting to quite a large extent for the actual encirclement of the valley
 
before any real settlement activity occurred within the valley.
 
Part of the same historical accident were the terms of the final treaties with the
 
Pottawatomies giving the Indians, under the title of their chiefs and headmen,
 
claim to all the sections of land on the banks of the Kankakee River in its Illinois
 
extent. The chiefs and other treaty beneficiaries were to choose locations for their
 
reserves on the river as an extra compensation for the removal of the Pottawato­

mles.
 
· .. Delays and uncertainties about treaty interpretations left the actual survey and
 
location of the small reservations uncompleted for several years. The uncertainty
 
about their final location made settlement in the Kankakee Valley by new settlers
 
very unlikely. The average pioneer preferred land bordering on streams with
 
standing timber on the property, and such land in the Kankakee region was the
 
very land most likely to be chosen by the Indians for their reservations. It was a
 
bad gamble to squat on such land and then have one's improvements lost to the
 
holder of a "float," an unlocated reservation.
 
· .. In 1836 a number of floating reservations granted to the Pottawatomies of
 
Indiana and Michigan were permitted by the Land Office of the United States to
 
be located on the Kankakee River within the State of Illinois. . .. all the land on
 
the Kankakee River which was fit for the purposes of agriculture ... had been
 
occupied by settlers, or covered with reservations, and none was left which would
 
be of any adequate consideration for the purchase money.... in 1838 the Kan­

kakee River was settled to a moderate degree in its choicer lands. .
 
The Illinois portion of the river was utilized well ahead of the Indiana portion.
 
As late as 1834 the exact location of the Indiana-Illinois border was still in doubt.
 
Surveying of the Kankakee swamps and ponds could only be done during the
 
winter, but in 1835 the government was able to announce that all the lands in
 
Indiana and Illinois which were part of the 1832 Indian cession had been surveyed.
 
Much of the land was brought into market for the first time in the spring of 1836.
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· .. A large emigration ofIndians took place in the summer of 1838 under General 
John Tipton and Colonel Pepper. Tipton's volunteer force persuaded the Indians 
to emigrate and some nine hundred complied and left for the West. In 1840 when 
William Parish came to Momence, Il1inois, the Pottawatomies were still found in 
numbers occupying tepees in the woods along the Kankakee River. However, few 
Indians lingered after this year except at Winamac, where they remained until 
1844. 
· .. The economic depression of the late 1830's slowed down the development of 
the Kankakee Valley as it did that of the whole nation. It had the effect of keep­
ing away prospective settlers and preventing the sale of extensive quantities of the 
public lands. .,. The Kankakee region was especially affected. Since land was 
sold at a flat rate everywhere, the most attractive and most easily utilized land on 
the market sold first. The added expenses necessary to bring land in the Kankakee 
Valley into cultivation were prohibitory at a time when money was scarce. 
· .. Prior to 1841 it was quite difficult to attract the numerous squatter class of 
settlers to the Kankakee area because of the baneful reputation of the speculators 
who successfully exploited the squatters, often gaining title to the homestead of 
the luckless squatter at the auctions of the public land. It is appropriate to review 
the legal method used by squatters to counter the vicious tactics of some specula­
tors. This method consisted of the preemption acts, laws passed by Congress 
guaranteeing the squatter the right to purchase his homestead of eighty or more 
acres at $1.25 per acre without competition. These were all limited in extent and 
duration until the Act of September 4, 1841, was passed, establishing a permanent 
preemption system. Although subject to abuse, this act effectively encouraged 
new settlers. 
· .. During the decade 1840-1850 farming in the prairie region returned but small 
profits. Although the western farmer might raise four bushels of wheat or corn or 
four pouIids of beef or pork as cheaply as the eastern farmer could raise one 
pound, yet the one bushel or pound in the East brought more money than the four 
in the West. Interior farmers could not sell any of the products of his farm at 
home for cash at any price, and the cost of transportation to a cash market was in 
many instances equal to the entire value of the product. 97 
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1968: Ofthe People 
In their "Popular History of Kankakee County," Mary Jean Houde and John Klasey dis­
cussed three dams on the Kankakee-at Bourbonnais, Aroma Park, and Altorf: 
Below Aroma, there was a dam near Bourbonnais built by David Perry and Philip 
Worcester in 1841, powering both a sawmill and gristmill. High water in 1856 
damaged the dam structure so severely that it was abandoned, and the gristmill 
sold to the Kankakee firm of Durham, Dean and Dixon. The building was moved 
to the foot of West Avenue, on the north bank of the river, and a new dam erected 
in 1858-59 to provide power. The dam was barely completed before its owners 
were involved in a lawsuit, instigated by the Aroma miller, Beardsley. He charged 
that the dam at Kankakee was causing water to back up, during flood stage 
periods, to such a height that his mill became inoperative. . .. attorneys for the 
Kankakee dam owners forced the admission that this condition had existed for 
many years. The volume of water pouring in from the Iroquois River, which 
joined the stream just below the Aroma dam, usually caused a swift rise of water 
on the Kankakee above the confluence. 
. . . Yet another dam existed further downstream, where A.F. Markle had platted 
the town of Altorff. He dannned the stream from the north bank out to KaWer 
Island, and built a stone gristmill on the north bank in 1858. David Denny stretch­
ed the dam across from the island to the south bank, but apparently built no mill on 
his side. 147 
A man traveling the breadth of the Iroquois River valley slew scores of serpents: "... one 
herdsman working for cattleraiser Lemuel Milk killed 117 rattlers on a drive from Kankakee 
to Loda, in southwestern Iroquois County." 147 
1968: This Is Grundy County 
Helen Ullrich's book preserves the following history about the Goose Lake area, at the 
mouth of the Kankakee River: 
In 1870 much of Goose Lake was drained by W.C. Osborne and careless hunters 
set fire to weeds and peat there which burned for three months. By the use of 
drain tile and clearing the land of stone much of the township became produc­
tive .... 
. . . Some of the township remained in pasture and hay land and a part of the 
Goose Lake which did not lend itself to drainage remained a haven for wildlife. 
This true experience was told to the writer by Mrs. Wilbur Brown of Morris. 
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"Heruy Brown and Frank Collins went duck hunting one day on Goose Lake and 
shot 165 ducks. Mr. Brown had to go home and get a spring-wagon to haul the 
birds home. He used a double-barreled shotgun .... " 305 
1973: Our Roots Are Deep 
Muriel Mueller Milne's history of Monee recounts hunting opportunities after the Illinois 
Central Railroad was laid across the Kankakee valley: 
Small game was so abundant on this virgin land that trainsmen sometimes carried 
guns with them on their runs and combined business with pleasure by taking pot 
shot along the right of way. An engineer of one train broke his leg, when, after 
shooting a quai~ he stopped the engine, and in running to retrieve the bird, stepped 
into a hole. 195 
1976: History ofNorton Township 
This chronicle oflife in the southwest corner ofKankakee County includes oral history from 
David Huntley, who recalled his grandfather's stories of hunting on the Grand Prairie: 
There would be acres of wild fowl and when they would rise they looked like a 
cloud. In the fall of 1858, Mr. Huntley, Sr. and Joseph Cutting shot 686 prairie 
chickens in 5\1, days. They made a contract with Isaac Hardy who ran a large 
hotel in LaSalle to take all they shipped him at $1.50 per dozen. Mr. Hardy, 
finding he was receiving too many to use, telegraphed them to stop sending birds. 
In one winter and spring of trapping, Mr. Huntley caught 144 mink and sold the 
skins in Toledo, Ohio for from $4 to $8 each .... 
The winter of 1863 was very cold and the wolves grew bold. One day Mr. Hunt­
ley saw a wolf crossing the prairie and without stopping to get a gun, he mounted 
his horse and gave chase. When the wolf finally ran into an old slough well, Dave 
could find no club and the stones were frozen fast to the ground so he unbuckled 
one of his saddle stirrups and killed the wolf. In the winter of 1864, Mr. Huntley 
killed between 15 and 20 wolves .... 
Mr. Huntley frequently went deer hunting. On one trip, he and two companions 
killed seven deer, sold six of them in Ottawa for $68, and kept the seventh for 
their own use. 179 
W.V. States contributed reminiscences about early days in Norton Township: 
Deer were quite plentiful. Mr. John Law killed two at one shot on Section 4 north 
. of Cabery. Adam Glass killed another the same night. Mr. George Allen ran one 
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down with his beautiful horse, Bay Dan. And one would think from the noise that 
the wolves made at night that they were numbered legions; prairie chickens were 
always to be had in abundance. 179 
1976: Memories ofMomence Township, 1776-1976 
Elizabeth Morrison's history of Momence Township speaks of the Kankakee valley's trap­
ping industry: "The earliest white men, hunters and trappers, ... spent their winters in the 
swamp.... A.S. Vail recalled that during the winter of '51 he gathered $13,000 worth of 
furs." 201 
Addressing more recent concerns, Memories ofMomence Township discusses sedimentation 
of the Kankakee River in Illinois, which is said to be a consequence of turning the Indiana 
portion of the river into a big ditch: 
The swiftly moving current of the ditch carried (and still carries) great quantities 
of sand down river. As early as the middle 1920's this sand was filling in the 
bayous of the swamp edge in Illinois and was creating sandbars west of Momence. 
. . . Lee Snapp, a Momence riverman remembers, as a boy, the spawning grounds 
of bass at the rock outcropping just above Momence. It is now sand covered; the 
bass no longer spawn there. 201 
1978: The Natural Character ofthe Momence Wetlands, 
Kankakee County, Illinois 
Max D. Hutchison prepared this document, subtitled "A Description of the Presettlement 
Features of a Part of the Great Kankakee Swamp." The study focuses on the Kankakee 
River lowland from the state line westward to Momence. Mr. Hutchison's descriptions are 
"based primarily upon data from the Public Land Survey' field notes together with informa­
tion from other historical sources and with some inferences drawn from the present character 
of the area." His discussion of 11 ecological types is presented here in full. t 
1. The river and its tributaries 
The river widened as it entered Illinois and divided into numerous small charme1s 
creating a broad network of sloughs, swamps, and islands, a thousand acres in size 
• The U.S. Public Land Survey is abbreviated "PLS" in this discnssion. See "A Guide to 
Understanding, Interpreting, and Using the Public Land Survey Field Notes in Illinois" 150 for the best 
introduction to the subject. 
t NOTE: All footnotes in the following excerpt from The Natural Character of the Momence 
Wetlands are part of the original manuscript. No footnotes were added duriog the editorial process. 
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in the four-mile stretch just west of the Indiana line.• The river itself had mostly 
low banks, channels full of snags and sand bars, and a sluggish current. t The area 
was subject to considerable water level fluctuations during the winter and spring 
and appeared as one huge lake during times of flood. ~ The banks were mostly 
lined with trees, but sizeable timber tracts bordered the river for less than half its 
course, many of its edges being brushy or adjacent to prairie. ~ River bank trees 
were often large with huge crowns overhung with grapevines. Elm, silver maple, 
birch, ash, black oak, and white oak occurred along the slightly higher natural 
levees of the channels. § The water was very clear, and even during times of 
• Determined from PLS notes and plats. 300 
Meyer says that the Kankakee was "a notoriously rambling and snag-infested stream, ever abandoning 
old and establishing new channels. As a resuit, there was formed an intricate maze of meanders, 
oxbow lakes, sloughs, and bayous . . .." 193 
Bartlett describes the river upstream: "During the historic period, the river has been a mere thread of 
silver meandering through the sloughs, the lilybeds, and the rice; now trending over to the ancient bank 
on the right, and now wandering far off to the left; here creeping around and between the members of a 
group of islands, and then quite losing itself in ten thousand acres of rushes and reeds:" 24 
t Meyer qnotes one of the Federal surveyors in Indiana as describing the swamp: "The 
Kankakee River is a sluggish stream . . .." 193 
In several places the PLS surveyors noted the low banks of the river, hardly above the level of the 
adjoining land. 300 
~ Meyer describes the Kankakee River valley: "For some eight or nine ll)onths of the year 
water from one to four feet in depth covered an area from three to five miles wide on each side of the 
river." Flooding was not that extensive nor its duration as long in the Momence region. 193 
~ Determined from PLS field notes. The meander notes (following the river edges) describe 
areas of timber and prairie. Several comers were witnessed by only one tree with the note "no other 
trees near." 300 
§ Tree species were listed by PLS surveyors. Meyer quotes an Indiana surveyor: "its [the 
Kankakee River] bank very low and lined on each side with a heavy growth of timber, mostly ash, some 
ebu, maple, oak, and birch, which grow very tall, and is undergroWll with swamp alder and wild rose, 
etc., making an interminable forest." 193 
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flooding and swift current, carried more sand than silt and settled quickly. High 
sandy banks formed the south edge of the river along some stretches, and lime­
stone occurred in the river bed near Momence.• 
Extensive ponds in the basin drained slowly into the river through relatively small 
ditches. t One large tributary creek entered the river from the north with a size­
able channel, a swift current, and a rock bottom. ~ A large pond lying to the north 
drained into the river by means of a relatively deep wide channel. The large ponds 
south of the river had very small drainage ditches or sloughs with sluggish flow or 
were completely cut off from the river by low sandy ridges. ~ 
II. The islands 
The islands in the east part of the area were mostly low, miry, and swampy, but 
those in the west part were higher and drier, mostly above inundation. The wet 
islands were covered with water much of the year and were thickly set with mostly 
small red maples and river birches, a dense undergrowth of alder, and occasional 
openings of buttonbush and marsh vegetation. § The drier islands, not subject to 
flooding, had rather open stands of tall, even-sized, black oaks, white oaks, bur 
oaks, chinkapin oaks, hackberrys, hickories, walnuts, and basswoods, with little 
understory and a rich ground cover of woodland herbs, mosses, and grasses... 
Meyer quotes the Indiana State Commissioner of Fish and Game as giving the following account in 
i911-12: "The river courses through a forest of great elms and trees such as grow on wet gromld, and 
the branches of these hang near, or touch the water. Some of the trees are beautifully hung with vines, 
and all in all the scenery is altogether unlike that of any other river in Indiana." 193 
• Described in the PLS field notes. 300 
t Determined from the PLS field notes and plats. Some ponds had no drainage ditches large 
enough or distinct enough for the surveyors to recognize. 
~ Dennies Creek (called Trim Creek on USGS topographic maps) was so described by the PLS 
surveyors. 
~ The largest pond mapped by the surveyors had no drainage outlet noted. It probably drained 
north from its west end by means of the wide shallow divide between the low ridges. 
§ The PLS surveyors described the wet islands as mostly swampy and covered with water; one 
was called a "marsh"; several were described as "impassible." 300 
.. Burroughs mentions the "oak-crowned islands." 77 
Bartlett gives some rather detailed descriptions of islands (probably further upstream): "Islands are 
heart-shaped and fringed with bush covered flats-are covered in most parts with an oak-grove, with 
here and there a giant shell-bark hickory. The soft turf spread beneath this grove was screened from 
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The edges of the islands often had a dense fringe of willows along sandy banks 
covered with sedges and other marsh grasses and sometimes had clean bars of 
sand extending from the downstream end. 
III. The floodplain swamps 
The relatively narrow floodplain along the river, actually an expansion of the river, 
was a maze of abandoned channels, old oxbows, sloughs, swamps, and bayous, 
mostly timbered, but with brushy areas of buttonbush and openings of deeper 
water covered with sedges, rushes, and pond lilies. • Occasional large silver maple 
and pin oak trees occurred, but the tree canopy was mostly uneven and a mosaic of 
different species, sizes, and ages of trees depending on the depth of water and 
duration of flooding. Black oaks, red oaks, bur oaks, and white oaks occurred on 
the low sandy banks and ridges. t Large vine-covered dead trees were not uncom­
mon along the channel banks. There were dense almost pure stands of small red 
maples, silver maples, birches, willows, alders, and various kinds of understory 
view on all sides by the tops of dense thickets of dogwood, and marsh maples and soft willows that 
rose from the low ground surrounding the islands. Here and there, over the interior, was ·a clmnp of 
sassafras or a billowy area of wild roses."; "surface of island was in general a smooth, level floor. 
Great trees stood far apart so everywhere one conld look through grove to skY beyond."; "springs on 
Islands; Islands favorite campsites of Indians"; "small island with a few large trees and au area of 
pawpaw shrubs"; "islands were hunnnocks of sand rising boldly out of the sedgy plain, cast up by the 
wintry flood ages ago at the close of the glacial epoch."; "Islands heavily wooded with oak and elm 
and grape." 24 The PLS surveyors described tree species and made some comments about structure of 
forest on islands. 300 
• Nmnerous notes of the PLS surveyors· describe the swampy floodplain. A definition of 
"swamp" was difficult to determine. TI,e tenu seems to have been used rather loosely by most writers 
of the region, even the PLS surveyors. The surveyors mention leaving the tinlber and entering the 
swamp, but they usually listed tree species in the swamp. 300 Meyer said that the swamp contained trees 
"of extraordinary size, two to three and even four feet in diameter"; he listed ash, elm, maple, oak, and 
birch as the dominant species. 193 The PLS notes did not list any trees in the floodplain swamps that 
were very large and implied that the trees were scattered (sometimes there were no trees close enough to 
witness comers in this area). 
Burroughs said that the "bayous and marshes were fringed with black ash, 'elbow brush,' 'pucker 
brush,' alder and willow . . . ." 77 
Bartlett said that "pickeral plants lined the water courses" and that "arrow leaves, and lizard tongues 
grew in shallow water." 24 
t These species were listed in the floodplain by the PLS surveyors, black oak being the most 
common tree noted. 300 It is entirely probable that Quercus velulina could have grown commonly on the 
sandy soils of the floodplain. It is possible that it could have been another species of oak, such as 
Quercus falcala pagodaefolia. 
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shrubs in parts of the bottomland, while other wet deeply shaded areas had no 
undergrowth or ground cover.• Much of the floodplain was subject to water level 
fluctuations of from three to six feet. t The soil was a mixture of heavy black peat 
and sand. + 
IV. The pOllds 
Large areas of the flat valley in the Momence Wetland region were true ponds 
with nearly permanent bodies of water that hardly drained. ~ Most were shallow 
and with flat bottoms, often from 8 inches to 2 feet deep, but with occasional 
channels 4 liz feet deep. § They had definite edges usually with the margins thick­
set with sedges, bulrushes, and clumps of willow... Some were almost completely 
covered with pond lilies. tt Individual ponds were large enough to cover parts of 
several sections, while other small circular ponds were no more than 300 feet 
across. ++ 
V. The marsh 
There was only one sizeable true marsh in the Momence Wetland region, a large 
contiguous area extending from the north morainal edge of the basin southward 
to the river. ~~ The marsh was distinguished from wet prairie in that it was wetter 
(probably almost always covered with water) and yet the water was not deep 
• The PLS surveyors specifically noted dense undergrowth in some areas and none at all in 
others. 300 
t The PLS surveyors often judged the depth of flooding by water marks and drift on trees. 300 
+Noted by PLS surveyors. 300 
~ There appeared to be·a clear distinction in the minds of the surveyors as to the differences 
between ponds, marshes, and wet prairies. 
§ Depths were usually given by PLS surveyors. 300 
... So described by PLS surveyors. 300 
tt The large pond north of the river and near the Indiana line was described as covered with 
pond lilies. It was referred to as the Pond Lily Pond by thePLS surveyors. 300 
++ All ponds seemed to have definite edges. 
~ This region described as "marsh" or "marsh prairie" by the PLS surveyors was practically 
the only area in the study area described by that term. 300 It is interesting to note that according to John 
White (personal communication, 1978) there are a nwnber.of seep springs located along the base of the 
north morainal edge of that area described as "marsh" in the 1830's. 
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enough to eliminate the marsh vegetation (as was probably the case in the 
ponds). • The marsh was in many places bordered by dry prairie and upland timber 
groves, but often had obscure edges of wet prairie so that some areas were a 
mixture of wet prairie plants and marsh species, and were referred to as "marsh 
prairies." t The marsh was mostly covered with coarse grasses, especially sedges 
and rushes, with deeper areas wet enough for pond lilies. Small groves of pin 
oaks were scattered, and not uncommon in the marsh. + 
VI. The wet prairie 
Wet prairie was the most common and wide-spread natural type in this region of 
the basin. ~ It had prairie vegetation, was flat and level, was usually wet, and often 
was covered with from 3 to 5 inches of water in the winter and spring. § Much of 
the wet prairie had scattered clumps of willows and was covered with sedges and 
other grasses, and there were occasional trees. .. There were areas of miry peaty 
black soil and other areas of sand. Some wet miry sites were described as "quick­
• This distinction is not clearly spelled out by the PLS surveyors, but they apparently knew the 
difference between a marsh and a pond. 
Ball describes a marsh in 1900: "In a marsh proper, a prairie marsh, grass grows, sometimes rushes, 
sometimes even pond lilies; but the larger marshes in early times usually had in the center open water 
where there was no grass, and in tins open water one pair or more of wild ducks might generally be 
found in the springtime." 19 
Meyer describes the marsh as "Rank sedges and grasses, fields of wild hay and wild rice dominated the 
marsh landscape, interrupted now by a swamp-timber outlier of pin oak and its tree associates, now by 
a pond or a lake of lily pads, reeds, cattails, and flags."; "••. the marsh was ... a complex affair-a 
maze of multiple marshes interspersed with sinuous sandy ridges of higher and drier land. Streams 
descending from the marginal moraine debouched into the stagnant marsh waters and formed delta-like 
distributaries and deposits ...." 193 
t The "marshes" or "marsh prairies" were described by Meyer: "Marsh prairies of aquatic 
sedges and grasses .••"; and he quotes another surveyor as describing an Indiaua township to the 
point: "The marshes or marsh prairies are smooth to walk over, but not a bit more pleasant to walk over 
than ti,e prairies, for though we have not the stubby sods to be stumbling over continually we have 
water and a marshy substance to wade through and the whole placed upon a yielding elastic sod." 193 
+Meyer. 193 
~ Probably more common here than further upstream, where the marsh seems to be most 
extensive. 
§ Taken from notes of PLS surveyors. 300 
.. The PLS surveyors occasionally mention scattered trees. 300 
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sand.'" Much of this wet prairie land was subject to flooding from the river and 
its tributaries. t 
VII. The mesic prairie 
Small areas of rich mesic prairie with good soil occurred on well-drained sites. 
Here, the prairie was seldom flooded, and it had relatively heavy soils derived 
from alluvium. The most of this type occurred on slightly to moderately rolling 
land in the west part of the area. : 
VIII. The dry prairie 
Dry prairie was a common type in the Momence Wetland region. It usually 
occurred in the form of narrow linear ridges running east and west through the 
wet prairie, but there were small areas along the river, north of the river between 
the marsh and large pond, and an extensive site of dry prairie in the west part of 
the area near the present site of Momence. ~ Most dry prairie sites were on light 
sandy soils, sometimes with yellow sand areas bare of vegetation. § Some shrubby 
oaks grew on the dry prairie sites, and the ground cover was sparse with forbs 
more common than in the wet prairie... 
• Several sites south of the river in the area of the big ponds were described by the PLS 
surveyors as "quicksand." 300 
Bartlett mentions a "deep pit of boiling quicksand dexterously roofed over with living green." 24 
t The PLS Slln'eyors described much of the wet prairie land as "recently flooded" and "subject 
to inlllldation." The area along Dellllies Creek was called a "bottom." 300 
: There were not many sites that appeared to have good soil, fit for cultivation, and that were 
not wet or subject to imUldation. Most dry prairie seems to have been sandy and light. 
~ "Dry prairies" and "mesic prairies" were not clearly distinguished by the PLS surveyors. 300 
Probably most prairies above flooding were called "dry prairies." The distinction is made here based 
upon the quality of the soil (whether it was described as rich or poor, first rate or second rate, fit for 
cultivation or not fit for cultivation) and present character of the sites. 
§ Such sites are described by the PLS surveyors, mostly south of the river. '00 
.. The PLS surveyors mention bare areas of yellow sand. They do not mention shrubby oaks 
on the dry prairies, but several other writers have mentioned "scrub oaks," "brushy areas," and 
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IX. The upland forest 
Upland forest, in two sizeable stands, bordered about 3 miles of the river flood­
plain along its north side near the east end of the area. • There was another small 
stand along the south edge of the river, but elsewhere it occurred as mostly small 
groves in the basin (and on a few islands). 1 Here, above the level of flooding, the 
soils were often sandy, and the trees were not especially tall nor large. I Black 
oak, white oak, red oak, and an occasional hickory were most common trees. 
Some sites had an understory of hazle and sassafras, but many areas had little 
understory. The trees were mostly even-sized, and the larger trees averaged about 
24 inches dbh. ~ 
X. The timber groves 
The timber groves and "points of timber" occurred in the prairie ,region away 
from the river, usually on low sandy hills and ridges. § These isolated "islands" of 
trees were mostly less than 40 acres with some as small as 2 acres and with as few 
as 20 trees. .. The sites were dry and excessively drained with poor soil. Black 
oak and white oak were the dominant tree species with an occasional bur oak and 
hickory. 11 Most larger trees were 20 to 24 inches dbh, with a few over 30 inches 
dbh. II The trees were well spaced with large canopies, and canopy gaps often 
"barrens" on the dry sand ridges. 300 
• PLS notes. 300 
1PLS notes. 300 
I The PLS notes do not list large trees. In some areas they mention shrubby oaks; 300 
~ Meyer described the drier sandy uplands as supporting a ". . . thin herb or moss gromld cover 
reflective of acid soil conditions ..." or as bearing " •.. a stand of scrub or medimn-sized timber 
consisting chiefly of black oak and white oak ..." 193 He (and other writers) mention the "oak barrens" 
in the Kankakee valley. No mention of any kind of "barrens" was made by the surveyors in the stndy 
area. 
§ Several remnants of the original groves still exist today just where they were located by the 
PLS. 3OO 
•• The PLS surveyors usually described the shapes of the groves and sometintes gave the 
nmnber of trees. 300 
11 Black oak was the most COll1ll1on species listed by the PLS surveyors. 300 
II Certainly, there may have been some prejudice for the surveyors to have chosen certain sizes 
of witness trees, but that probably wasn't the case here where the trees were usually so scarce and 
scattered they sometimes could find only one tree near enough. 
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allowed a ground cover of woodland flowers and prairie grasses. • There was 
little understory, although hazle and sassafras were occasional. Although groves 
were common north of the river, there were practically none in the two to three­
mile wide region south of the river. t 
XI. The morainal highland 
The high land on the moraine bordering the north edge of the valley was mostly 
rolling to levelland and had both prairie and timber. I lSI 
1979: The Natural Character ofthe Braidwood Savanna Natural Area 
Region in Will County, Illinois 
Max Hutchison prepared this report to describe the former character of the landscape in and 
around Braidwood Dunes and SavannaNature Preserve. This area is at the west end of the 
Kankakee River valley. As in his study of the Momence Wetlands (page 366), Hutchison 
based his description of the Braidwood area primarily on the U.S. Public Land Survey: 
A rather detailed picture of the presettlement character of this part of the original 
wilderness can be determined from a study of the historical records, primarily the 
original notes and plats of the Public Land Survey. The survey of this part of the 
public domain was completed in 1821, just prior to disturbance by European set­
tlers. The field notes provide standardized, relatively unbiased, eye-witness 
descriptions of the general area and the features the surveyors encountered along 
each section line. 
. . . This PLS description provides a scientific basis for evaluating and incorpor­
ating additional items of information about the region's natural character collected 
from other sources. The Illinois State Geological Survey publications of studies 
of this area, the Will County soils map and report, and the Department of Conser­
vation Natural Areas Inventory data about the present character of the Braidwood 
Savanna Natural Area, were also useful in providing additional clues to the 
appearance of the region prior to the unnatural disturbances of the white man. 152 
• Most descriptions of the groves indicate little understory. 
Bartlett lists the following woodland species: "blue violets, white violets, yellow honeysuckles, fringed 
gentian, roses, ox-eyed daisies, yellow ladies"slippers and purple ones, strawberries, black berries, 
May-apples, goldenrod, clover, snakeroot, ginseng, crab, plum, and red haw." 24 
t This is probably partly because of the topography, but there were dry saudy ridges south of 
the river that apparently were prairie instead of timber. 
I The timberland does not appear to have been on the more rugged topography along the steep 
edges of the moraine. Probably most of this upland was prairie. 
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Hutchison prepared the following review of terms as an aid for understanding the Public 
Land Survey's description of the region: 
timber, thinly timbered, scattering timber-all such comments are considered to 
be and are mapped as forest although most of this community was probably 
savanna; the surveyors did not use the term "savanna", but "thinly timbered" was 
a common comment; the distances of witness trees' from the comers t is an 
indication of the forest density, 
prairie-all that was called "prairie" by the surveyors and that had boundaries 
located along the section lines was considered to be true prairie; it had scattered 
trees, brushy areas, and wet places, but it was clearly distinguished from forest, 
lake-a permanent water feature, deeper than a pond or swamp, With definite 
edges, 
pond-a permanent water feature, completely covered with water, but shallower 
than a lake; it had definite edges, 
swamp, swamps, swampy-not always distinguished from "pond" when used as a 
noun; as an adjective, it described a less definite wetland with incomplete water 
cover and obscure boundaries; it was usually in the forest and had trees along its 
edges and in shallow places, 
marsh, marshy, with some marshes-sometimes synonymous with "swamp"; it 
generally was in the prairie, had shallower water, fewer trees, and was character­
ized by grasses, 
undergrowth-the shrub layer in the forest; probably referred to shrubs, brush, and 
small trees when mentioned in the prairie, 
barrens-interpreted to mean small shrubs and stunted trees on poor (probably 
sandy) soil; the term was used as a noun in this township, and it appears to have 
described a vegetation type rather than the lack of vegetation; it may have been 
designated by the surveyors on the basis of several factors including poor soil, 
poor drainage, stunted character of trees and shrubs, and presence or lack of 
certain groundcover species, 
• Witness trees were used by tbe Public Land Survey to mark tbe location of section corners 
and quarter-section corners. 
t These "corners" are section comers and quarter-section corners. The corner of each square­
mile section of land is a "section corner." A "quarter-section corner" is at tbe midpoint of each section 
line, midway between section corners. 
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... creek-a stream larger than a brook and smaller than a river, 
brook-a small stream; smaller than a creek, 
low, low grounds-areas of low, poorly drained terrain, but not wet enough to 
normally have standing water, . 
wet~poorly drained areas that were frequently wet but that had not developed 
characteristic marsh or swamp vegetation, 
level-areas of even level terrain, usually low, 
rolling, gently rolling-areas with low rises and small hills and ridges; usually well 
drained; uneven or irregular land, 
broken-areas of uneven terrain with some sharp relief features such as small 
valleys and drains, 
rich-the best quality of soil for farming, 
good-good soil for farming; less than rich but better than 2nd rate, 
2nd rate-fair soil for farming; less than good but better than 3rd rate, 
3rd rate-poor soil for farming; less than 2nd rate but usually was better than 
"unfit for cultivation", 
unfitfor cultivation-the poorest grade of soil for farming 152 
Max Hutchison's analysis includes all of Township 32 North, Range 9 East, which lies 
mostly west of the Kankakee River. Braidwood Dunes and SavannaNature Preserve is near 
.the center of the township. Hutchison described three broad community types that occurred 
in the township at the time of the Public Land Survey in 1821: 
1) timber-This is the community designated ... as forest, and is distinguished 
from prairie and from the water features. Fifty-four percent of the township area 
was forest, and 92% of the forest area was described as a wetland of some type. 
Within the forested area are most of the water features with definite boundaries: 
the ponds, lakes, and swamps. Ninety-five percent of the forest area had 2nd or 
3rd rate soil. Almost 50% was rolling terrain, with 27% described as level. Of the 
forested wetland area, 48% was swampy, and 5% had marshes. The forest was 
not dense, and much of its area might properly have been described as savanna, 
although the savanna community was not mentioned by the surveyors. . .. The 
wettest and driest sites had the fewest trees, and much of the forest area was 
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interspersed with wet openings. Sixty-eight percent of the forest was described as 
"thinly timbered" or with "scattering timber". The average distance of witness 
trees from the corners was 145 links (95.7 feet) with several over 300 links (198 
feet) away. One line is described as "briers". Oak was the most common tree 
mentioned, and 90% of the trees listed as dominant in the general mile comments 
were oaks. An occasional other species was mentioned as dominant along one or 
two section lines including, hickory, elm, ash, swamp willow, willow, and hazel. 
The undergrowth was described for 10 section lines and comments include the 
mention of 1 oak, 5 willow, 1 swamp willow, and 4 barrens. The four lines de­
scribed as "undergrowth barrens" are in the east part of the township, near the 
Kankakee River. They were mostly timbered, but three of the lines had some 
prairie. The "barren" areas were wet to fairly well-drained with some rolling 
topography. Two of the "barren" lines were thinly-timbered, and three were 
described as 2nd rate soil. One line was unfit for cultivation. One line mentions 
swamp willow as an understory species. It is probable that the "undergrowth bar­
rens" comment, in this case, meant an understory of shrubs and brush on poor soil. 
Of the witness and line trees, black oak was listed 82 times (67%) and white oak 
32 times (26%). Four "S. oaks", • 2 hickories, 1 ash, 1 black walnut, and 1 walnut 
are mentioned. The trees were relatively large, with one black oak 36" dbh t and 
an overall average dbh of 17". The white oak average dbh was 19", with two trees 
40" dbh. The "S. oaks" averaged 24" dbh with one tree that was 46" dbh. 
2) prairie-There was slightly less prairie (42%) than forest in the township, and 
it occurred primarily in the drier regions of the township with only 16% described 
as wet. Forty percent of the prairie had rich or good soil. Nearly 50% of its area 
was 2nd rate or unfit for cultivation. It was mostly (58%) rolling with 32% 
described as level. There were no large water features located in the prairie, 
although "some marshes" (without definite boundaries) are mentioned. Five per­
cent of the prairie was swampy. Although there were no general mile comments 
mentioning timber in the prairie, there were evidently scattered trees, as two cor­
ners each have a witness tree listed: a black oak, 12" dbh, 301 links (199 feet) 
distant, and a black oak, 15" dbh, 791 links (522 feet) distant. There was prairie 
along a part of four lines described as "undergrowth barrens". This may have 
indicated shrubs and brush in the prairie as well as the forest. 
3) water features-Water features are distinguished ... as separate from wetland. 
About 4% of the total township area was covered with a permanent water feature. 
Three small lakes and three ponds or swamps are noted, as well as one brook, 3 
• "S. oak" probably is an abbreviation for Spanish oak. The identity of Spanish oak is uncer­
tain; it is almost certainly a member of the black oak subgenus (including black oak, red oak, pin oak, 
and their relatives). 
t Dbh = diameter at breast height. 
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creeks, and the Kankakee River. The ponds, swamps, and lakes described, with 
definite edges, were more permanent and better developed than the "swampy 
woods" and "wet" areas that commonly occurred in the region. The distinction 
between wetland and water features is made on the basis of whether or not the 
wetland indicator name was used by the surveyors as an adjective or a noun, and 
whether or not it was located and mapped by the surveyors as a feature with defi­
nite boundaries. The water features had a more complete water cover, and they 
had few trees. The water was shallow, as the surveyors apparently had no trouble 
carrying their lines across them. A note for the largest swamp implies few trees in 
this type: "Land this mile an entire swamp except a few chains on theE and W of 
timbered land and a small grove of elm and ash near the center." The river had a 
border of trees along its banks, but prairie came very close on its west side. The 
lakes were not characterized, but they may have been deeper with more distinct 
edges than the ponds and swamps. 152 
Here is Max Hutchison's summary of the former character of the nature preserve area: 
The Braidwood Savarma area in 1821 was predominately forest with relatively 
dense groves of timber on the higher ground and better-drained sandy ridges. The 
trees were scattered in the wetter lower ground with extensive areas of shallow 
water and grassy marshes. Some of the drier sandy sites had open forest and an 
almost complete prairie groundcover forming a savanna community. The general 
area was poorly drained and wet most of the year, but the slightly higher rises 
were excessively drained and dry to xeric in the late summer season. Ponds and 
swamps had a shallow but nearly permanent water cover and were mostly covered 
with sedges, cattails, and other marsh and wet prairie species. There were few 
trees in the ponds and swamps. The open-grown trees, especially in the savanna, 
had widespread crowns and relatively short large trunks. There was little brush, 
and the groves were almost park-like. Most of the better drained sites had black 
oaks (Quercus velutina) and less commonly, white oaks (Quercus alba). The 
more mesic sites had elm (Ulmus americana) and ash (Fraxinus sp.) with an occa­
sional walnut (Juglans nigra). The wetter sites had willow (Salix nigra). The 
more common grasses in the prairie and savanna communities were Indian grass 
(Sorghastrum nutans), big bluestem (Andropogon gerardi), porcupine grass (Stipa 
spartea), and blue-joint grass (Calamagrostis canadensis). 
Specifically, the PLS surveyors describe the Braidwood Savanna: site as follows: 
The water feature in the southeast comer of Section 16 is called both a "pond" 
and a "swamp". It is called a pond when the surveyors enter and leave it (along 
the line between sections 15 and 22), but it is referred to in the general mile com­
ments as a swamp: "Land this mile an entire swamp ...". Going north between 
sections 15 and 16, the surveyors mention "left the swamp" at 6.00 chains. The 
rest of 15-16 is described as "thinly timbered" with "some marshes". Witness 
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trees are 22 to III links (14.5 to 73.3 feet) distant from the corners. The land 
is "gently roIling" and "unfit for cultivation". Between sections 16 and 21, the 
land is "low", "swampy", and "unfit for cultivation", with "some small rises tim­
bered with oak". One witness tree at the quarter mile post is 102 links (67.3 feet) 
distant. The land is "with low grounds and swamps", "roIling", and "unfit for 
cultivation" between sections 16 and 17. The farthest witness tree from a corner 
along this line is 50 links (33 feet) away. Between sections 9 and 16, the land is 
"swampy", "thinly timbered", "rolling", and "unfit for cultivation". A swamp, 15 
chains (990 feet) across is located in the west half. 152 
1984: Ford County History 
Milton Lemuel Odell was born in 1858 and grew up near Paxton and Loda, close to the 
south edge of the Kankakee valley. In a bit of family history, Mr. Odell depicted the vegeta­
tion of the prairie sloughs: "The wild prairie grass grows in these low places, and a man 
could ride in it to water his horse and the grass would be so tall you could not see the man 
on the horse's back. At the bottom it grows almost as large as corn stalks." 122 
1985: History ofNewton County, Indiana 
This volume preserves the reminiscences of men who lived in the Beaver Lake area. 
Dempsey Johnson started farming south of Beaver Lake in 1848. Half a century later he 
recalled, 
One morning wife and I were eating breakfast, the door was open, and. a wolf 
caught a hen within twenty feet of the door. I got two or three of the neighbors 
and their dogs and we caught two wolves in side of two hours. We could 
frequently hear them at night. Two were killed within eighty rods of the house. 
Chickens, ducks, geese and crains were very plenty at that time. 
. . . In the summer time the horse flies were so bad that we would start at three or 
four o'clock in the evening and drive through in the night. 160 
Ned Barker was the region's most famous outdoorsman: 
In 1936, "Kankakee Ned", aged 82, • addressed the Studebaker AtWetic Associa­
tion Rod and Gun Club in South Bend, Indiana. He told a tale of suffering and 
death among wildlife, especially fowl, of the Kankakee marshlands of Indiana, 
when lakes and lowlands were drained to create new farmland. He recounted how 
the development companies drained the land and left many swans, geese and other 
• Ned Barker was born in 1861 (page 345). He was about 75 years old when he gave this 
lecture. 
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wild water fowl without their nesting places. Many of them starved, and great 
numbers fell prey to fox, wolves, hawks and other predatory creatures. The 
ground was strewn with white feathers. 
Mr. Barker and his playmates, he was then 12 years old, tied baskets to their 
horses and gathered the birds off the ground to take them to places where water 
remained. The slaughter of the birds by predators led Mr. Barker into a life of 
hunting. He asserted that the land gained by the drainage operations was not 
worth the effort. 160 
J.C. Murphy, a founder of the nearby town ofMorocco, recalled that one hunter bragged of 
killing 33 geese in 40 minutes during the early days. 
1985: Iroquois County History 
This book's account ofthe Young andWerkau families mentions game birds in the BigMea­
dows Swamp near Clifton: 
The Peter Dieters ran a hotel ... in Chicago. In 1860 hearing about the Illinois 
Central Railroad homesteading, they came to Iroquois County, settled on a frac­
tional section #18 in between Clifton and Ashkum about 4Yz miles west of the 
railroad. Their land touched the Big Meadows Swamp (roughly 2 sections wide 
and 8 sections long.)' The area was known for game it provided hungry settlers. 
English nobility hunted here-King Edward VII was one. t Prairie wolves could 
be heard for 4 miles. The sandhill cranes looked like flocks of sheep on the 
prairie. In the spring wild geese and ducks would rise like clouds and their clamor 
heard for 3 miles. Wild ducks and prairie chickens were shipped to Chicago. 
Also, prairie hay was baled and shipped. 156 
• Big Meadows occupied about 11 square miles in the headwaters of Langham Creek (Langan 
Creek), west of Clifton and Ashkum. 198 
t In 1860 Prince Albert Edward, the future King of England, hunted near Dwight, about 25 
miles from the Big Meadows. 324 
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WILDFIRES 
Fires were witnessed along the Kankakee River during the very first French expedition to the 
valley in December of 1679. As soon as the explorers emerged from the Grand Kankakee 
Marsh, they found that the prairie along the river had all been burned off: "Having past 
through great Marshes, we found a vast Plain, on which nothing grows but only some Herbs, 
which were dry at that time, and burnt, because the Miami's set them on fire every Year, in 
their hunting wild Bulls .... ", The Frenchmen saw "great Fires" set by Miami hunters in 
the distance. 
Jane Frame Kenoyer immigrated to the Spring Creek valley of Iroquois County in 1834. In 
a letter written more than 60 years later, Mrs. Kenoyer documented her vivid recollection of 
a wildfire that passed through their new settlement: 
Mention has been made frequently of the prairie fires that were so annoying and 
destructive of property to the early settlers of those early days, and I will now 
describe a fire that I witnessed in the fall of 1835-36. Looking far to the west­
ward one day, we could discern columns of black smoke towering high in the air, 
and the wind blowing a stiff gale from that direction. It took but a moment's 
thought to realize that we were in great danger, and scarcely had the older ones 
time to think what action was best to take, before great piles of lurid flames 
seemed to rise up to the sky, and a solid wall of fire extending as far as the eye 
could reach was bearing straight upon us. All hands old enough to fight fire were 
immediately at work, while someone was sent with the children across the creek. 
On cultivated land was burned a strip so wide that the approaching fire could not 
cross over it, and in this instance just as we were about to give up in despair, the· 
advancing fire was momentarily checked and turned aside by the waters of a deep 
slough which lay just to the east of us, and victory was ours. Although the stag­
nant waters of this slough had perhaps helped to give us many a shake, t it no 
doubt saved our home at this time. This was the most appalling prairie fire we 
ever witnessed; so rapid indeed had been the progress that the ground in its wake 
was literally strewn with dead reptiles and animals that had been overtaken. 
Several wolves were found along the creek that were so badly burned that they 
had died. 156 
• This statement by Louis Hennepin is from a passage on page 16. Other early French 
references to fire in the Kankakee valley are on pages 8, 11, 13, and 14. 
t Malaria was called "the shakes." 
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In December of 1839 Solon Robinson of Crown Point wrote to the Albany (New York) 
Cultivator to protest the overly dramatized image of prairie fires that was being promoted 
by the Eastern press: 
I have just read an account in the "Christian Keepsake, Philadelphia," of the "burn­
ing of a prairie, and a whole family that perished in the conflagration," that is 
going the round of papers that delight in the marvellous, and which is calculated to 
create a very erroneous impression in regard to a prairie country. Such tales as 
this are vastly amusing to us who dwell upon the great western prairies; but to 
those who know naught of them, it is a wonder how we escape from such "a vast 
sea of fire," as they suppose annually "rolls in terrific grandeur," over the whole 
face of the country. Let me assure you that all these wonderful fire stories are 
more smoke than fire. 
The idea of burning men, oxen, wagons, horses, and every thing that happens to be 
in the way, belongs to the great humbug family. 
The soil of prairies is as diversified in character as that of a timbered country, 
varying from dry and hilly, to deep and miry swamp. The great body is dry, till­
able land, and in a state of nature, is covered with a thick short grass, that would, 
if closely mowed, afford about three-fourths of a ton to the acre. When dry and 
dead in the fall of the year, it is very easy to burn, and will make just such a "sea of 
fire" as would a late mown piece of timothy meadow. Unless the wind is blowing 
with great fury, it is easy to extinguish, by beating it with a bush, board, shove~ or 
even an old hat; and a man can pass across the line of fire with all ease, or ride 
through it, or run away from it. I have often done each .... 
'Tis only in the great marshes, where horses or wagons can not travel, and conse­
quently can not be consumed, that the numerous poetical descriptions of "a burn­
ing prairie" have any application. Upon some of these grow a very rank growth of 
vegetation, six or eight feet high in places, but generally about equal to a very 
good piece of mowing meadow, which makes a great fire, and would endanger the 
life of man or beast to come in contact with it. 
. . . It seems to be the delight of some writers to propagate error; but no person 
who has ever traveled over a prairie country, will believe that man or beast ever 
lost life in the "great conflagration" of dry grass which covers the land, which will 
not average more than six inches high. If the growth was very great, it could not 
be turned under with the plow at mid-summer, which is the time that it is sought to 
be done by every good farmer. 231 
Robinson reiterated his assertions in an 1841 submittal to the American Agriculturalist: 
Notwithstanding the many "interesting accounts of burning prairies," the fire upon 
a dry prairie in a calm time does not blaze as high as it would in an old stubble 
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field. But in the marshes or wet prairies, it sometimes rages with most magnificent 
grandeur. 241 
In December of 1839...,...after living on the prairie for five years~Robinson observed, 
· .. I have seen hundreds of miles of rail fence built upon the prairie, through 
which the fire passed annually, without setting it on fire, except in rare 
instances. 231 
By 1845 he had changed his notion about the flammable nature of rail fences: 
At present, ... we cannot afford to pay 75 cents a rod for fencing, besides the 
cost of hauling and putting it up, and then as most of us do, carelessly risk its 
being burnt by the annual fires that destroy thousands after thousands of rails 
every year. 253 
And in 1846 he railed ... 
Here, upon the prairies of the North West, where it is supposed there is no timber, 
fencing material is altogether too plenty and cheap to think of using hedges yet 
awhile. But as we contrive to burn up what rails we have once a year, we shall 
soon come to the necessity perhaps. 257 
In the course of seven years, Solon Robinson had switched from asserting that rail fences 
rarely burned, to contending that they were in danger ofburning up every year. The basis for 
this change is revealed in the following remark from 1842: 
· .. as our fencing gets old and more easily ignited, ... our annual fires ... will 
continue to bring destruction upon us as long as there is such a vast amount of 
. . I . d 242prame ... uncu tIvate .... 
In each of the previous four excerpts, Solon Robinson stated that prairie fires were a yearly 
phenomenon. In his observations about the region on pages 57 to 86, Robinson mentioned 
the annual nature of prairie fires on four more occasions.• Not only were the conflagrations 
• The yearly recurrence of wildfires was emphasized by many other eyewitnesses in the Kan­
kakee valley. In addition to the accoUllts on pages 384 to 396, see Lonis Hellllepin's remark abont 
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yearly affairs, they occurred regularly at the same season. Robinson alluded to this fact in 
an 1841 address to the Union Agricultural Society in Chicago: "... let me carry you 
magicly forward for fifty years": 
Can you fancy the time when the plough instead of the autumnal fires, shall have 
blackened all this green pasture-when the succulent corn and golden wheat shall 
move where now waves the coarse and useless prairie grass. 235 
In four other places (pages 59, 69, 382, and 421), Solon Robinson is quoted as saying that 
prairie fires recurred in the fall of the year.• 
Henry Bloom, who pioneered along Rock Creek in Kankakee County, recalled some of his 
experiences with prairie fires in the late 1830s and early 40s: 
Prairie fires were one of the institutions of the country in the early days that never 
failed to make their appearance at the proper season of the year. The annual fires 
commenced about the middle of October and continued until rain or snow fell to 
stop them. Every night, for weeks at a time, the heavens were lit with the lurid 
glare of the flames. Sometimes these fires would spread with great rapidity, and 
at other times would burn very slowly. If the wind were quiet it would take days 
for a fire to travel but a few miles, while if the wind were strong the fire traveled 
with wonderful speed. I recollect that in the fall of 1838, of setting fire on Rock 
Creek, southwest of where Manteno now stands, about 10 o'clock in the fore­
noon, and at 4 0'clock in the afternoon it was at Chicago. It did a large amount of 
damage in the Thorn Creek t settlement and elsewhere. The law of that day was 
that one who set fire within five miles of a settlement was liable for all damages. 
I have seen fires in a dry time travel as fast as a horse could go at full speed. A 
brother hunter and myself set fires on Horse Creek, ~ in the fall of 1840 or 1841, 
prairies that the Miami burned "every Year, in their hunting wild Bulls" (page 16), and Timothy Ball's 
recollection that the prairie "burned over every fall by the fires that came up from the Kankakee 
Marsh" (page 243). 
• According to the dates and seasons reported throughout these pages, the great majority of 
wildfires during the early pioneer era occurred in the autunm or winter months. Exceptions include a 
big fire arowld September I during an extraordinary drought (page 386) and a general reference to 
"the terrible dangers of swmner fires" in Iroquois County (page 388). Many of the autunmal fires 
were set by hunters. Farmers suppressed wildfires to protect their lives, livestock, crops, and buildings. 
Farmers tended to set smaller, controlled fires in the late sununer to intprove pastures and to reduce the 
danger of a conflagration at the end of the growing season when prairie grass is highly flantmable. 
Fires were also set in thespring (page 396). 
t The settlement along Thorn Creek was about 20 miles northeast of Bloom's home on Rock 
Creek. 
~ Horse Creek is on the south side of the Kankakee River, west of Bloom's home. 
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to drive out some deer that we were hunting. We set fire first in a large circle, 
which at the start burned very slowly. The wind soon struck it, and we had a 
terrific blaze. We were inside the circle. The game soon started, and there was 
soon a lively time; several deer were killed. Some made their escape to the lee­
ward of the fire. We cut off the retreat of one fine buck, who plunged into the 
flames inside the circle. We afterward found him as blind as a stone, with his hair 
completely burned off. We put him out of his misery. In our eagerness for game 
we had lost sight of our own safety. The fire was raging on either side and in our 
rear, and traveling much faster than we could go; we therefore set fire in front of 
us, and as soon as a small space was burned, we leaped into it and followed the 
retreating flame, half suffocated with the dense smoke and heat; it was a narrow 
escape. After recovering from our fright and when the fire had burned away from 
us, we went back and secured our game as best we could, preparatory to coming 
the next day to take it into camp, but when we returned the day following, in spite 
of our efforts to protect the game, the wolves had then ·already devoured the most 
of it. 207 
Judson D. Nichols could recall life in Kankakee County during the early 1840s. According 
to interviews conducted with Nichols ... 
Along in the fall, shortly after the arrival of the first frosts, began the season of 
the prairie fires that inspired the pioneer settler with a wholesome dread. • Day 
after day and night after night the heavens were lighted by leaping tongues of 
flame from fires that raged far out on the broad expanse of Grand Prairie, travel­
ing oft-times with the speed of an express train. Viewed at night, the sight was 
most spectacular, great curling, leaping mountains of flame giving to the universe 
something of the appearance of a seething volcano or inferno. Persons caught in 
the pathway of the advancing flames saved themselves by back-firing. Attempts 
to break through the wall of fire were sometimes attended with fatal results. 
Game generally made its escape before the approaching wall of fire, their wild 
natures sensing danger long enough in advance to make safety possible, but snakes 
and other creeping things fared disastrously. The grain fields of the settlers often 
fell a prey to the flames, for a fire under full headway would easily jump the inter­
val of plowed ground provided as a protection. In the fall of 1844 the Nichols 
corn field was thus swept and the cornstalks looked like rows of charred sticks on 
which hung the ears of corn with their husks burned off. 76 
• During the early 1800s the autumnal period known as Indian Sunnner·was noted for its 
hazy skies-the result of smoke from widespread fires. George Woodruff mentioned that this condition 
occurred on the day of a wolf hunt in the north part of the Kankakee River Area in 1842: "It was one 
of those beautiful days of the early November, to which the name of 'Indian Sunnner' has been given­
when the sun, mellowed by that peculiar smokey haze which then obtains, vouchsafes his blandest 
smiles." 322 
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Mr. Nichols told of a prairie fire that consumed their threshing machine, which was the first 
in the county: 
The machine was operated for several seasons on the Nichols farm and at last 
came to grief in a prairie fire that burned its way through the heart of a slough, 
jumped the fifty or sixty feet of plowed ground surrounding the wheat field and 
set fire to the wheat and consumed it, along with the machine. 
· .. Many years later Henry S. Bloom, who as a boy lived in the Rock Creek 
settlement in the early forties, told Mr. Nichols one day how he set fire to a piece 
of prairie to find, if possible, the carcass of a deer he had shot. So deeply 
engrossed did he become in his search that he forgot all about the fire, and it got 
away from him and burned over a large area.• 
· .. The law of that day was that whoever set fires on the prairies within five miles 
of a habitation could be held for all damage resulting therefrom. 76 
Marcia Robinson's family members were neighbors of the Nichols and Bloom families. In 
a history of Rockville Township, Robinson recalled how her parents managed to survive 
when they were overtaken by a wildfire on the open prairie between Joliet and their home on 
the north side of the Kankakee River: "... Father saw the fire coming some miles distant. 
He struck a flint and kindled a fire which burned a space; speedily ... drove his team onto 
the burned space and thus was saved." Women and girls joined in the fight when an 
approaching prairie fire threatened a farmstead: "We were provided with a mop of woolen 
rags with which we would whip out the fires." Robinson remembered the spectacle of "resin 
weed t that grew sometimes four to five feet high" when it was ablaze: "Fire would burn up 
to the top then burst the buds and the fire would fly ten feet." 317 
A Ford County history quotes John Lewis' account of an exceptionally hot early-season fire 
that blazed across the southern Kankakee valley: 
On or about September first 1856 a prairie fire started in the south part of what is 
now Ford County and the wind being from the south drove the fire over the 
country at a frightful speed, burning all the prairie lying west of the Illinois Central 
to what was known as Indian Timber I and as far north as the Kankakee River ... 
the low sloughs continued to burn for fully three months. 
• Mr. Bloom's recollection of setting fires while hWlting is on page 384. 
t Robinson was recalling one or more members of the genus Silphium: S. terebinthinaceum 
(prairie dock), S. laciniatum (compass plant), and S. integrifolium (resin weed). A footnote on page 
252 discusses the identily of resin weeds (rosinweeds). 
I The Indian Timber was along Indian Creek, a tributary of the Vermilion River in sontheastern 
Livingston COWlIy. 
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... In some places the fire burned holes fully three feet deep, and these spots 
were barren for several years. Also before the fire herds of deer could be seen 
grazing quietly on the prairies but these beautiful animals were now driven to other 
localities and consequently deer meat was scarce. 121 
This book adds, "Some flat grassland sloughs became lakes and ponds, and much timber in 
Oliver's Grove' was destroyed." t 
The August 25, 1866, issue of the Prairie Farmer carries a letter from G.W. Conklin of 
Kankakee County, who asked, "Will some of your readers please inform me at what price 
per ton a man can sell prairie grass, standing, so as to repay what is taken from land as a 
manure. Upland grass will yield on an average one and one-half tons per acre ...." 96 The 
editors of the Prairie Farmer replied, 
It would be difficult to estimate such a crop in manure. When burnt over as it is 
usual with prairie grass of this description, the value of the manure goes to some 
distant farm probably hundreds of miles distant. It would therefore make but little 
difference to the owner, whether the manure sailed off in the fringes of the 
autumn clouds or was hauled on some farm wagon. The result is about the same. 
And yet the mower cannot take up the crop quite as clean as does the autumn fire 
that laps up the last blade and sends its elements of fertility aloft. 96 
The 1880 History ofIroquois County contains several anecdotes aboutwildfires. The chap­
ter about Crescent Township attests, 
The fires were the greatest danger. All was open prairie. One day when Mr. 
Deitz was returning from Crescent the first year he was here, ~ he saw his place 
entirely enveloped in the smoke of a great fire. He had done but little plowing 
• Oliver's Grove was near Chatsworth in southeastern Livingston County. 
t The region suffered extreme drought during the year of this fire. One Kankakee valley 
pioneer called 1856 "the dryest season ever known" (page 423). John Lewis' description indicates that 
peaty wetlands had dried up so much that the nonnally water-saturated peat could ignite. Peat fires can 
burn for months, which is in accord with Lewis' statement that sloughs burned for three months. Lewis 
reported that as much as three feet of peat was consumed by fire. The resulting depressions filled witll 
water and became tl,e new lakes and ponds that Lewis reported after the blaze. Others observed the 
same phenomenon in the Kankakee valley. Doctor Sandy described how wildfires could result in open 
ponds (page 393). Solon Robinson observed that fires "burnt off all the sod" after an extreme dronght 
in the sunnner of 1838 (page 421). Lorenzo Werich noted that fires in peaty wetlands along the 
Kankakee "burned everything down to the sub-soil" during the great drought of 1871 (page 424). 
During the extreme drought of 1894-95, drained peatlands in the Kankakee valley burned as deep as 
15 feet (page 224). 
~ Mr. Deitz appears to have arrived in Crescent Township about 1865. 
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on the west side of his house, and everything indicated that the fire would sweep 
over all that he had, in which case his family could hardly escape alive. . .. his 
wife, by the timely assistance of a lad ... , had kept back the fire from reaching 
the buildings. . .. It was, indeed, a narrow escape, but such were the early 
dangers of those who changed this prairie into fruitful farms. 45 
This volume describes a fire in Ridgeland Township on September 23, 1860: "On Sunday 
morning a very destructive prairie fire came up from the southwest. The wind was blowing 
a gale, and everything was very dry. The fire had been set by men who were hunting deer." 
The fire jumped plowed ground at the Booth farm and consumed everything except the 
house and corn crop. 45 
Grassland extended southward for 13 miles from Sugar Creek in Fountain Creek Township 
to Rossville. This area was described as "the stretch of prairie which had a dread to those 
passing over, either in the storms of winter or the terrible dangers of summer fires." 45 
In Prairie Green Township, a Mr. Pixley attempted to improve a roadway by paving it with 
flax tow (a fibrous product of flax processing). "But it all ended in smoke, for the annual 
prairie fire swept that way soon after, and left not a trace of Pixley's road behind." 45 
In Stockland Township during the pioneer era ... 
The extensive annual fires effectually cleared up the underbrush, thus keeping a 
"clear field." These fires continued to sweep the face of the country as late as 
1865, although each year witnessed a constantly decreasing area devoted to this 
destruction. 
. . . At the time of its first settlement Stockland was almost all prairie. But little 
timber was found, and that by no means of the dense character of other portions in 
adjoining townships. This sparseness of timber was owing to the extensive fires 
that annually swept the country. Since these fires have ceased their ravages, in 
other words, as improvements have been extended, the timber sections have had 
opportunity to grow, until now dense groves are found where formerly an unob- . 
structed view could be had in all directions. 45 
T.H. Ball wrote about the severe fire season of 1871 in his history of Lake County: 
In October strong winds prevailed. The summer was very dry, and unusual fires 
raged along the marsh and in the islands of timber. It seemed as though what the 
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ice and the locusts had left unharmed, • the fires were commissioned to destroy. 
The October fires of 1871, in and out of Lake, t will long be remembered. 1 17 
I.H. Battle's 1883 "History of Newton County" has a long discussion of wildfires. ~ Mr. 
Battle introduced the topic under the heading "Then and Now": 
The open land was originally covered with a rank growth of prairie grass; on the 
high lands the grass did not reach its normal height, while on the lower levels, its 
growth was of astonishing proportions, frequently reaching a height which would 
hide a man on horseback, and would thus tend to create the illusion of a perfectly 
level plain. In the timber lands the change has been still more marked. The dense 
forests of young growth, underbrush and saplings did not exist fifty years ago. § 
Then the timber, save along the streams, was marked only by scattered groves 
which farming localities preserved from the ravages of the annual fires that swept 
over the prairies. These were started by accident from the fires of the hunters, or 
by the Indians to keep the timber in check and to clear the country of the rank 
grass stubble. These fires which kept the beautiful vista of prairie unobstructed, 
were most to be dreaded of all the early contingencies with which the settler in the 
region had to deal. Those only who have been awakened at the "dead hour" of the 
night by the lurid light of the approaching flames, can appreciate the horror con­
nected with such an event. The feeling of utter helplessness in face of the unequal 
combat; the wall of fire, from ten to fifty feet high, advancing with the speed of 
the wind; the winged denizens of the prairie flying affrighted and screaming 
before its approach; the maddened rush of deer, wolves and other animals, forget­
ting all other fear in the presence of this overshadowing calamity; the terrible 
grandeur of its irresistible advance; the suffocating heat of its presence; the charr­
ed and blackened waste which marked its fateful course; the bewilderment of the 
• The region had experienced a terrific ice storm in Jannary 1871. There was an outbreak of 
seventeen-year cicadas ("locusts") during June of the same year (page 170). 17 
t That is, Lake County, Indiana. 
I The autunm of 1871 was the time of the great Chicago fire aud huge blazes in the wilds of 
the upper Great Lakes region. 
~ Much of Mr. Battle's discussion of prairie fires in Newton County also appears in his history 
of Jasper County, Indiana. 35 
§ See J.H. Battle's discussiou of the spread of forests on page 184. 
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isolated family grouped on the only bare spot that offered safety-all this cannot 
be imagined; it must be felt to be appreciated. 
. . . The prairie fires were as regular a phenomenon as the recurring seasons, and 
while, fortunately, they were less destructive than the uninitiated might expect, 
they were none the less serious to deal with. . .. Against this evil, there was no 
sure defense, but eternal vigilance. So great was the danger from this cause, the 
State forbade the wanton firing of the grass, which at certain times of the year 
burned like tinder; but the subject was one little able to be controlled by legislative 
action. The inadvertence of hunters or teamsters was sufficient alone to account 
for most of the fires. It was the habit, too, of many farmers to plow a few 
furrows along the line of their fences and then a few rods further out to plow 
another series of furrows. Between these lines of plowing the grass was burned, 
care being taken that the flame did not leap these barriers. This arrangement, 
when successfully carried out each year, proved a sufficient protection against an 
ordinary fire, as the flames would not leap the space thus bared of fuel. This 
operation, however, often proved the direct cause of igniting the prairie beyond, 
and once thoroughly fired there was no checking its fury until a stream or heavy 
body of timber checked its progress. 
The tall joint grass' was of considerable body nearer the ground, and when dry 
and partially broken down by frost and wind, it afforded fuel substantial enough 
under a high wind to feed a terrible flame. The fire when once started proceeds 
with the rapidity of the wind which propels it. The heat which precedes it pre­
pares the dry grass to ignite at the touch of the blaze, and the fiery tide passes 
almost like a flash. The central portion keeps the direction of the wind, but the 
tinder-like material needs but little fanning to burn, and the fire spreads slowly 
sideways as it advances. The lateral fire advances but slowly, and is successfully 
checked by back-firing, i.e., by starting from some barrier, and firing the grass, 
and allowing it to burn slowly to meet the approaching conflagration. The prop­
erty principally endangered was the fences. The cabins and stacks, after a few 
years at least, were generally safe from destruction. The joint grass was destroyed 
by the constant tramping of animals, and the mowing and grazing to which it was 
subject, and its place supplied by the blue grass which springs upon its place spon­
taneously, and will not burn. Blazing grass, however, is often carried far out of 
the track of the fire, and in very dry seasons, this caused some anxiety, as there 
was danger that a stack or even the roof of the cabin might afford material to it to 
ignite. With all the precautions that were taken several severe losses were experi­
enced in this county, and the fires did not entirely cease to run until about 1860. 36 
Mr. Battle quoted from an essay titled "Prairie Fires" that had appeared in the 1877 History 
ofLa Salle County '6-although he did not credit the source or the author, Elmer Baldwin: 
• Mr. Battle often referred to prairie grass as "joint grass." 
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From the time the grass would bum, which was soon after the first frost, usually 
about the first of October, till the surrounding prairie was all burnt over, or if not 
all burnt till the green grass in the spring had grown sufficiently to prevent the 
rapid progress of the fire, the early settlers were continually on the watch, and as 
they usually expressed the idea, 'slept with one eye open.' When the ground was 
covered with snow, or during rainy weather, the apprehension was quieted, and 
both eyes could be safely closed. 
. . . Various means were resorted to for protection. A common one was to plow 
several furrows around a strip, several rods wide, outside the improvements, and 
then burn out the inside strip, or to wait until the prairie was on fire and then set 
fire outside of this furrowing, reserving the inner strip for a late burn, i.e., until 
the following summer, and in July burn both old grass and new. The grass would 
start afresh immediately, and the cattle would feed it close in preference to the 
older grass, so that the fire would not pass over it in the following autumn. This 
process repeated would soon, or in a few years, run out the prairie grass, which in 
time would be replaced by blue grass, which will not burn to any serious extent. 
. . . A prairie fire when first started goes straight forward with a velocity propor­
tioned to the force of the wind, widening as it goes, but the center keeping ahead; 
it spreads sideways, but burning laterally, it makes but comparatively slow prog­
ress, and if the wind is moderate and steady, this spreading fire is not difficult to 
manage, but if the wind veers a point or two, first one way and then the other, it 
sends this side fire beyond control. The head fire, in dry grass and a head wind, is 
a fearful thing, and pretty sure to have its own way unless there is some defensible 
point to meet it. 36 
The "History ofNewton County" continues by quoting from Elmer Baldwin's discussion of 
strategies and tactics for fighting a prairie fire. A "back-fire" was employed, and flames 
were often quelled with "a bundle of hazel brush, a spade or shovel." Mr. Baldwin's essay 
concludes, 
When the open land was all fenced and under cultivation, so that these fires were 
a thing of the past, the residents of the prairie were happily released from the con­
stant apprehension which for years had disturbed their peace by night and caused 
anxiety by day, though the early settlers still retain vivid recollections of the grand 
illuminations nightly exhibited in dry weather, from early fall to late spring, by 
numberless prairie fires. The whole horizon would be lighted up around its entire 
circuit. A heavy fire six or seven miles away would afford sufficient light in a 
dark night to enable one to read fine print. When a fire had passed through the 
prairie, leaving the long lines of side fires like two armies facing each other, the 
sight at night was sublime; and if one's premises were securely protected, and he 
could enjoy the exhibition without apprehension, it was a sight well worth going 
far to see. 36 
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The 1916 Standard History of Jasper and Newton Counties repeats the above discourse 
about prairie fires from the 1883 "History ofNewton County." The 1916 volume also pre­
serves the reminiscences of John R. Hershman, who was born on the prairie in 1848.• 
Hershman's testimony appears under the heading "Fighting a Prairie Fire Scientifically": 
There is one other scene that left an indelible impression on my youthful mind. It 
was a prairie fire at night. It had been seen all the afternoon coming from toward 
the west; at first, perhaps ten or fifteen miles away. It was a calm day and at first 
only smoke could be seen, which was anxiously watched by the settlers, but as 
evening came on and darkness set in, the flames began to 100m up and assume a 
fearful aspect, as their long lines came steadily on, destroying everything in the 
way of their onward sweep. By this time the men and boys were aroused and 
organized into a fire-fighting squad. 
They knew how to fight prairie fires, for they were accustomed to it, and had 
reduced the system to a science. They did not attempt to beat out the fire by 
helter-skelter pounding of the leaping mass of flames, by which they would have 
soon exhausted their strength and accomplished nothing. They met it with a 
counter fire. That is, they went onto the highest grounds ahead of it, where the 
grass was very short, and started a new fire; one stringing out the fire and others 
following up, beating it out on the leeward side as soon as started and allowing 
the windward side to burn back toward the oncoming flames. In this way the fire 
was headed off and disaster averted. 
I was too small to go out with the men to fight the fire, but I remember standing 
out in the yard watching the flames as they approached to within less than a mile, 
lighting up the night and making quite an imposing scene. We could see the men 
as they ran back and forth before it, silhouetting their forms on the back-ground 
of flame and smoke, like giants of the night engaged in a great battle with the 
destroying demon to save their homes. And they succeeded. 135 
Charles Bartlett grew up at the eastern edge of the Kankakee valley. In his 1904 classic 
Tales ofKankakee Land, he recalled the marsh fires: 
Among the more vivid recollections of my early childhood is that of a certain 
dread, or awe, aroused at that time by the mere mention of the land of the Kan­
kakee. It was a place of mystery and peril. Our town, or village, was located 
just beyond the very tip and source of the eastern arm of the Kankakee t .... 
• Mr. Hershman grew up "on the prairie side of White county" near Wolcott, about 25 miles 
east of Iroquois County, lllinois. He prefaced his remarks, "I take for granted that what would be true 
in one of those Grand prairie cOlmnunities would be similarly true in the others." 135 
t The "eastem arm of the Kankakee" is the Yellow River. 
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Especially in the late fall, when the marshes were burning, was the sense of alarm 
extremely acute, for the smoky atmosphere and the smell of fire quickened within 
me lively notions of danger. Nor was I alone in my fears. At such times, if it 
happened that a dry fall had followed a season of very luxuriant vegetable growth, 
my elders, too, were much disturbed, lest a rising wind should drive those flames 
far beyond the lowlands-as had always occurred at an earlier period. All night 
long the heavens in the southwest glared in the red light of the glowing plain, 
where miles and miles and miles of flaming billows rolled. 24 
In a chapter titled "The Flaming Sea," Charles Bartlett related a story that was told to him 
when he was young. One Indian Summer day during his youth, Bartlett and an old man 
named Doctor Sandy were hunting and gathering herbs in the Kankakee Marsh. Doctor 
Sandy recalled a tremendous fire that had burned across the marsh in 1835. As recounted by 
Mr. Bartlett, Sandy's story begins, 
'That green pool of deep water over there at the left," said he, "was dry land in 
1835. It was covered with grass like that on the upland prairies and was firm 
enough to walk upon; and although there were no trees on its surface, the ground 
seemed as substantial as this island. But on that date the ground went out of sight, 
and ever since deep cold water has held the place." 24 
Thirty-six pages of Bartlett's book are devoted to Doctor Sandy's horrific tale of being 
overswept by the 1835 inferno. Sandy explained that the fire burned deep holes in the sur­
face of the peat: 
"A wind-driven fire sweeping through the length and breadth of the Kankakee 
resembles in many features the dreaded prairie-fires of the Western plains. But on 
the plains when the cyclone of flames has whirled away, there remains indeed a 
glowing field, yet the ruddy tints soon grow dull and disappear, while in our 
Kankakee Land-as we know full well-the persistency of the raging fires is not 
the least of their horrors. There are two reasons why the agony is here so intense 
and so prolonged. After a season of drought a layer of the spongy soil, in some 
parts of considerable thickness, becomes as dry as dust and is highly inflammable, 
and it is over such a surface that the fires long rage with furnace heat. Another 
reason is found in the exhalations from the deep and vast areas of decaying 
vegetation. When high winds bear down on the quaking lands, great volumes of 
these gases are given off, and contribute not a little to the lurid glare of the armual 
conflagration. Even in the ordinary marsh-fires, that are peaceful enough and little 
to be feared when no wind is blowing, the escaping gases add much to the flames 
and greatly prolong them." 24 
Bartlett wrote about an area of 200 to 300 acres called The Great Island: "The tract was 
often the topic of conversation at our fireside, for the place was well known to all of us and 
to our friends." He explained­
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One reason why the spot seemed peculiarly attractive was found in the fact that 
we saw in it the conditions that had once prevailed in all the upland woods of this 
region; it had preserved the state of the typical Indian forest as observed by my 
father and others who were the first of our race to make their homes in this soli­
tude. 
As described by these early witnesses, the Indian's forest in this part of the Ameri­
can wilderness was like apark, and the little prairie like a lawn. Such conditions 
were made possible through the instrumentality of the annual fires. When the 
leaves had dropped from the boughs and the heat of the late summer and the fall 
had reduced the dead herbage to a condition of tinder, then the flames stole up 
from the marshes, and the blaze swept over the land far and near, creeping slowly 
through the forest, running quickly across the meadows, and rushing wildly over 
the prairies, like a mad hurricane. The fallen branches were thus consumed, any 
low-hanging bough was withered and scorched so that it died, and the tender 
saplings of a summer's growth were destroyed. And what was left alive when 
these waves of flame were gone? Only a great tree here and there. Those with 
massive trunks were able to survive, since they lifted their tender twigs far up out 
of harm's reach. In the spot where an exceptional condition of moisture in some 
degree exempted a young shoot from the fiercest rigors of this baptism of fire, a 
new candidate now and then struggled up for recognition in the forest brother­
hood. But this brotherhood in general consisted of little more than giant trees 
standing far apart, like a straggling orchard, lifting their lower-most branches forty 
or fifty feet from the ground and overarching therewith stately avenues that 
wound in every direction. Over a level tract, one could see any creature, such as 
a fox or a wolf, moving through the forest a mile away. 
In this manner the woods and open tracts were purged once a year of every 
troublesome growth. 
. . . Such was this primitive forest of The Great Island, where the Kankakee fires, 
long after they were shut out from the uplands, perpetuated those charms that 
once had been the glory and the common heritage of all the green woods and the 
sunny plain. 24 
Contrary to the views ofmany early Illinois residents and historians, editors of the 1906 His­
tory ofKankakee County maintained that Indians rarely set the prairie ablaze: 
So long as the Indian was undisputed monarch of the wilds, prairie fires were 
practically unknown. The Redman realized the danger of these conflagrations, 
and, with a wisdom beyond that of his successors, surrounded himself with every 
possible precaution. His keen intelligence, sharpened by centuries of contact with 
racial foes and the denizens of the forests, led him to construe every manifestation 
as a whisper of caution, converted him into a barometer and prophet of coming 
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events, and taught him the manner of working with and harmonizing his actions to 
the great forces of nature. The supplanting brethren, less familiar with the laws of 
the plains, with their greater needs and greater complexity of interests, lent a ready 
hand to igniting the dry grass of October, and producing a spectacle of more lurid 
magnificence than has been vouchsafed the eyes of man at any other time or place. 
The fires became a settled and expected calamity. As a rule the settler plowed a 
strip of land, around his belongings, two or three rods wide, but across even this 
the flames leaped at times, and were often impossible to extinguish. '" For miles 
the heavens would be lit with angry crimson, sending terror to the heart of every 
living thing within sight. With the encroachments of civilization, this splendid and 
spectacular disporting of flame no longer was possible, and with the buffalo, the 
Indian, and the oppressive silence, this accompaniment of pioneering also has 
receded into the shadows of history. 27 
Lorenzo Werich presented a different view in Pioneer Hunters of the Kankakee: "The 
Indians sometimes would set the grass on fire to drive the game out." He further recalled, 
"One of the most wonderful stories of all is a prairie on fire, which is one of the grandest 
sights in the world. I have seen, in the fall of the year in a dry time, the Kankakee Prairies 
on fire, the time of the sear and yellow leaf ...." 310 He related the tale of an old hunter: 
One time many years ago, ... Aubbeenaubbee and Mingo, an Indian boy, and 
myself, were out hunting in the tall grass and weeds on the marshes about two 
miles from the river. We had killed a deer and ... were preparing to ... carry it 
home, when we heard a roaring and crackling noise west of us like the coming of 
a mighty storm. Aubbeenaubbee, with terror despicted on his face, said that the 
prairie was on fire and that we must get out. As the wind was blowing hard from 
that direction we knew that it would soon be upon us . . .. . .. we opened out the 
deer and shoved Mingo in and then closed it up like a clam. . .. I took a straight 
shoot for the river but Aubbeenaubbee took off to the left of me and reached the 
pond or slough with some water and musk-rat houses in it and he rushed in and 
hurriedly tore off the top of an old musk-rat house and jumped in and was saved. 
After running hard and being almost given out of being overtaken by the fire I 
reached a creek near the river where there was some water. I crossed over and 
was safe on the other side of the Jordan. Then I stood with wonder and amaze­
ment at the glorious sight of the ocean of fire rolling by and some deer and wolves 
rushed by me in their fright to escape the scorching elements. But I paid no atten­
tion to them. After the fire had passed by it had left nothing but a blackened pall. 
I started to find my companions and found Aubbeenaubbee with his head stuck out 
of a musk-rat house, all right except a little scorched about the head.... We 
found the roasted deer and knocked at the door and to our great delight Mingo 
called out ... , And we opened the deer and behold, he was safe and sound, 
although he said it was red-hot for him for a short time. The deer was roasted to a 
nice brown on the outside, so we sat down and made a square meal off of him. 310 
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Lorenzo Werich offered his personal testimony regarding this culinary practice: 
The finest bill of fare that I ever saw was to pass over the burnt district just after a 
big fire had passed and you could find all kinds of game; coon, rabbits, and some­
times prairie chickens and ducks, nicely roasted and many a meal have I made of 
them when out hunting and hungry. 310 
Although Mr. Werich found that prairie fires cooked wild game for him, August Maue 
reported that spring fires did not ruin the eggs of ground-nesting fowl in Will County: "Wild 
eggs were abundant. Prairie hens were numerous. In the spring, after nesting had begun, 
settlers would set fire to the prairie grass. When it had passed the eggs were easily gathered 
for use in the home." 188 
Mr. Maue also observed, "The present growth of timber has mostly grown up within the 
memory of the older settlers." 188 His statement echoes several earlier writers in Kankakee 
valley, who noted the role of fires in maintaining the open character of woodlands. Some 
writers mentioned the rapidity with which some areas sprang up in trees and shrubs as soon 
as wildfires were suppressed.• 
In Tales ofan Old "Border Town," Burt Burroughs described how some parts of the Kan­
kakee Marsh would be skipped when other parts burned: 
Often in the fall of the year, the marsh would be burned over, at least sections of 
it would be, but it never burned cleanly. Here and there would be left islands of 
rushes, saw-grass, t cat-tails and other swamp growth, in the center of which was 
generally to be found a musk-rat house or two. I 77 
Uncle Demps Johnson came to Newton County in 1848. More than haifa century later, he 
recalled, "In the fall of the year when the frost had killed the grass on the prairie there was 
a universal dread of fire": 
It would be sure to come. On a windy day men would stop work and look to see 
if there was smoke anywhere. Those fires were destructive and caused much hard, 
hot work. Uncle Jacob Ash said he would sooner fight a man because then he 
could holler when he got enough. 160 
• See discussions by Solon Robinson (sunnnarized on page 86), I.H. Battle (pages 184 and 
389), a contributor to the History ofIroquois County (page 388), and Charles Bartlett (page 394). 
t "Saw-grass" probably is a general reference to species whose leaves have finely serrated 
margins, such as prairie cord grass (Spartina pectinata), cutgrass (Leersia), and certain kinds of sedge 
(Carex). 
I Perhaps foraging by muskrats created open-water breaks in the vegetation that halted fires. 
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WEATHER EXTREMES
 
Winter of the Deep Snow, 1830-31 
Micajah Stanley settled near Milford in the fall of 1830, shortly before the onset of the 
Winter of the Deep Snow. Mr. Stanley's recollection of that time is documented in the 1880 
History ofIroquois County: 
That winter we witnessed the hardest I ever experienced in my life. We were 
destitute of almost everything. We came here with eight head of horses, fifteen 
head of cattle, and a flock of sheep; and we expected to get hay of the people that 
were here, but the fire had destroyed it all. We had to haul our corn from the 
Wabash: we hauled what we expected would do us. In the early part of the 
winter, in December, a snow fell ten inches deep; that was increased through the 
winter until it became eighteen inches deep on the level, and then there came a rain 
and formed a crust on that. It created such a crust that a dog could run anywhere 
over it. The snow in places was drifted until it was six or seven feet. That fall we 
had plenty of wild turkeys, but the winter was so severe they all froze; and we had 
plenty of deer; the dogs and wolves killed a great many of them; we could find 
plenty of deers' carcasses afterward. The deer were not all killed, and we soon 
had plenty of them again, but we had no more wild turkey after that. 223 
The History of Iroquois County further discusses the Deep Snow in its chapter about Mil­
ford Township: 
The settlers of that date now living, well remember the terrible winter of 1830-31. 
Snow fell early, and before spring opened had accumulated to a great depth. The 
driving winds heaped the drifting snow, and along the edges of the groves drifts 
were formed eight or ten feet high. Large numbers of deer, caught in these drifts 
by the pursuing wolves, were destroyed. Cattle also suffered severely. 
. . . The Stanleys and some others made trips after provisions. . .. They were, on 
one trip, blinded by a furious snow-storm. . . . Many similar instances occurred; 
two others who were exposed to the intense cold were so frozen as to remain 
cripples for life. 
The snow did not begin to melt until the first of March, and then, in one night, the 
water in Sugar creek rose over twelve feet. In many shaded places along the creek 
the snow did not melt until May. '" But the trouble did not end with the depar­
ture of jack frost. During the following summer severe sickness prevailed. So 
prevalent was this sickness, chills and fever, that the most necessary work in house 
and field was left undone. The settlers were without medical aid, and frequently 
without bread. The country was very wet, and the exhalations were the fruitful 
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cause of sickness. • The country at the present time presents a widely different 
appearance. What was then swamp is now the best arable land. What were once 
denominated "swamp and overflowed lands," are now dry and readily cultivated. 
Teams became mired where now is firm ground. It is certainly curious to observe 
that as the country becomes settled and improvements are made, the wet portions 
become dry and tillable. t 45 
Gurdon Hubbard wrote of the hard winter of 1830-31. At the time he was living along the 
Iroquois River at Iroquois: 
The winter of 1830-31 was the most severe one I ever experienced in the Indian 
country, and was always remembered and spoken of by the early settlers as the 
"winter of the big snow." I was employed in gathering together hogs to drive to 
Chicago to kill and sell to the settlers and soldiers at Fort Dearborn .... 
• Noxious vapors from wetlands were thought to cause disease. 
t This remark was echoed by many pioneer farmers, who noted that the prairie tended to dry up 
even before it was ditched and tiled. Geologist Henry Engelmann attested in 1865 that cultivation by 
itself often sufficed to remove excess water from the soil: 
The character of our prairies is undergoing a gradual but very perceptible change in the pro­
gress of their cultivation. Their natural drainage is generally very imperfect•... and formerly 
it was still more obstructed by the dense growth of the tall prairie grasses . . .. Besides 
impeding the rapid surface drainage, and thus causing the soil to absorb more of the falling 
rain, it attracted the night dews, and shielded the soil from the desiccating and warming rays of 
the sun. In consequence thereof, our prairies appear to have been formerly, without exception, 
wet. This has considerably changed, and continues changing under our eyes. The surface 
drainage is facilitated, ... the tall grasses have disappeared nearly everywhere, the soil is 
exposed to the sun and to the winds, the prairies have consequently become drier, some of them 
very markedly so . . . . The prairie lands are thus becoming more and more adapted, also, to 
the growth of the more deep-rooted of our ordinarily cultivated dry land plants, especially the 
fruit trees . • . • 116 
In 1876 John Smitll mentioned that pasturage of domestic stock improved drainage by killing the native 
grasses: "The fact is that there is much of the land ... that is now considered high and dry, or at least 
sufficiently so for all practical farming purposes, that was so wet tllat during a greater portion of the 
year it was absolutely dangerous to ride over it on horseback, for fear of miring." 274 
The editors of the Prairie Farmer rendered a succinct opinion about the matter in 1845: "The extirpa­
tion of tlle wild prairie grass would materially dry the surface." 326 
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On the seventh of November 1830, • I started out to gather up my hogs, which 
were in small droves at different points on the road. The snow was then about 
seven inches deep, and it continued to fall for four or five days. 
· .. When we left Beaver Creek marsh the weather had changed, and the day 
was rainy and misty. At dark we had reached the Kankakee and camped .... 
It rained hard a portion of the night, and then the wind changed and it began 
freezing. 
· .. In the morning we ... started to find Billy Caldwell, who I knew was camped 
somewhere near Yellow Head Point, which was about six miles from Kankakee. t 
Following up the creek we found him without difficulty .... 
· .. We remained at Caldwell's a day and night, when we again started the hogs 
for Chicago, where we arrived in about thirty days. The snow was about two feet 
deep on a level and four or five feet in the drifts. I killed and delivered my pork, 
and with empty wagons started on my return to Iroquois. Much of the way we 
were compelled to cut a passage through the snow and ice .... 
· .. It was a bitter cold night when we arrived at the Kankakee River, which we 
found very high and full of floating ice, with no possibility of fording it. . .. From 
this point we progressed at the rate of five to eight miles a day, and camped at 
Beaver Creek the evening of the second day thereafter. It had again rained, and all 
the channels and streams were high, and Beaver Creek had overflowed its 
banks .... 148 
Crossing Beaver Creek was a prolonged ordeal. By the time all the men arrived back home 
at Iroquois, they had taken 20 days to travel 7S miles from Chicago. 
Alfred Moore Stringfield of McLean County lost four oxen on the way to Chicago in the 
autumn of 1830. The animals took shelter in the Iroquois River valley to endure the Winter 
of the Deep Snow: 
During the fall before the deep snow, Mr. Stringfield went on a trip to Chicago, 
and lost two yoke of oxen in a prairie fire. He hunted for them on horseback, but 
did not find them during that fall. . .. He did not find his oxen until the March 
• Hubbard's date conflicts with most accounts, which say the onset of the Deep Snow was late 
in December of 1830. Professor Duis of Bloomington attested, "The weather during the fall had been 
very dry, and continued mild until late in the winter. But at last the snow came during the latter part of 
December; and such a snow has never since been known." 110 
t Yellow Head Point was along Hubbard's Trace about six miles north of the Kankakee River, 
not six miles from the town of Kankakee. 
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following the deep snow, when he came across them near the head of the Iroquois 
river, where they had been driven by the fire. They had lived during the winter on 
brushwood and the stems of trees where some woodmen had been cutting. 110 
The 1878 "History of Will County" recalls of the Deep Snow, "It is said to have killed off 
the native game animals to such an extent as to have made them very scarce for several 
years, and to have been a serious loss to the Indians. It is said to have been four feet deep 
on a leveL" 322 
A 1931 report to Congress provides the following facts about the Winter of the Deep Snow: 
"On January 14, 183 I, snow commenced to fall, and remained on the ground for nine weeks. 
The total depth, throughout the Kankakee watershed, was 48 inches." • 309 
A biography of James Martin tells of a hard winter in 1831-32. Unless these dates are in 
error, this was the first winter after the Deep Snow: 
In 1831, when Mr. Martin's father moved to Benton County, he had six horses, 
three cows, five steers, thirty sheep and thirty hogs. When the winter of 1831-32 
was over, there were left of the above one yearling colt, one cow and four steers. 
Starvation was the cause. For two months, three of the four steers had to be 
helped up when they lay down. He had but one neighbor within seven miles; he 
was there five years before he saw a rabbit or a quail, but there were many prairie 
wolves; prairie fires were destructive to fowls and rabbits. t 36 
Mr. Martin's biography does not say that deep snow was responsible for the death of his 
animals. Perhaps prairie fires consumed so much forage that little remained for livestock. ~ 
• The report does not cite a source for this information. 
t Did Mr. Martin see no qnail or rabbits for five years because they had been killed off by 
severe weather? Wildfires and predators are not likely to have kept their populations at an undetect­
ably low level. The decline of bobwhites during hard winters is discussed in a footnote on page 408. 
Populatious of quail, rabbits, and other upland game ofteu increased in the years immediately after 
the advent of white settlers, for four reasons: (1) prairie fires were snppressed, (2) brush grew up and 
provided more cover, (3) predators were persecnted, and (4) crop fields and gardens provided a food 
bonanza. During the early pioneer era, certain game species sometimes increased in abundance becanse 
there was ample habitat, predators were declining, and hunting pressure was not yet sufficient to quell 
reprodnctive increases. . 
~ Pioneer fanners sometimes were unable to gather or raise and store enough livestock feed to 
prepare for their first winter on the prairie (see Solon Robinson's story on page 406). A report about 
the winter of 1830-31 in Pike County points out that both deep snow and prairie fires had an impact on 
the availability of forage: ".•. the snow covering the mast and other food of wild animals, resulted in 
starving and freezing to death most of the game . . . • The deer, indeed, had been rendered scarce by 
the sweeping fires of the preceding autumn which the Indians had set ou!." 89 See Micajah Stanley's 
account of suffering caused by both snow and fire on page 397. 
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Sudden Change of 1836 
Next to the Deep Snow, the climatic event most likely to have been long remembered by 
pioneers was the Sudden Change. An article by Enoch Kingsbury of Danville sets the scene 
for the passage of a terrific cold front on Tuesday, December 16, 1836: 
The weather on Monday was quite warm, softening the heavy snow. On Tuesday 
it began to rain before day and continued until four in the afternoon, at which time 
the ground was covered with water and melting snow. All the small streams were 
very full and large ones rapidly rising. At this crisis there arose a large and tumul­
tuous looking cloud in the west, with a rumbling noise. On its approach every­
thing congealed. In less than five minutes it changed from a warm atmosphere to 
one of intense cold, and flowing water to ice. 100 
When the Sudden Change struck, several farmers were herding swine across the high prairie 
between the Kankakee River valley and the Vermilion River basin. The men were in the 13­
mile expanse of prairie between Sugar Creek (a tributary of the Iroquois River) and Bick­
nell's Point (the northernmost timber on the North Fork of the Vermilion River): 
Mr. Alvin Gilbert, with his men, was crossing the prairie from Bicknell's to Sugar 
Creek, with a large drove of hogs. Before the cloud came over them the hogs and 
horses showed the greatest alarm and apprehensions of danger. And when it 
. actually came upon them, the hogs, refusing to go any farther, began to pile them­
selves in one vast heap as their best defense on an open prairie. During the night 
half a dozen of them perished, and those on the outside were so frozen down that 
they had to be cut loose. About twelve others died on their way to Chicago, in 
consequence of being badly frozen, while many others lost large pieces of their 
flesh. Mr. Gilbert and his young men rode five or six miles distant, all of them 
having fingers, toes or ears frozen, and the harness so frozen that it could not be 
unhitched from the wagon, and scarcely from the horses. 
Two men riding across the same prairie, a little farther west, came to a stream so 
wide and deep that they could not cross it. The dreary night came on, and after 
exercising in vain to keep from freezing, they killed one horse, rolled his back to 
the wind, took out his entrails and thrust in their hands and feet, while they lay 
upon them. And so they would have used the other horse, but for the loss of their 
knife. Mr. Frame, the younger and more thinly clad, gradually froze and died in 
great agony at daybreak. The other, Mr. Hildreth, at sunrise, mounted the remain­
ing horse and rode over the ice five miles to a house, but so badly frozen that 
about half of each hand and foot came off. [00 
The two men were Thomas Frame and James H. Hildreth. The History of Vermilion County 
chronicles their fate: 
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In December, 1836, on a mild warm day in which rain and snow mingled until the 
ground was covered with slush, and everything which travelers wore was wet 
through, the thermometer ranging above forty degrees, two travelers, Frame and 
Hildreth, were making their way back toward the settlements on the Vermilion, 
and, just after night overtook them, when not far from where Hoopeston now 
stands, the "sudden change" so often alluded to by the old settlers struck them. 
The weather, from ranging above freezing, suddenly dropped to twenty degrees 
below zero, accompanied by a wind which was severe enough to freeze every 
article of wet clothing in an instant. The ground, full of water, became frozen in a 
very few minutes, and no man could stand it for even a short time on horseback. 43 
Stranded on the open prairie near Fountain Creek, Frame and Hildreth killed and opened the 
abdominal cavity of a horse and thrust their hands and feet inside, "hoping that the friendly 
shelter of the stiffening carcass and the warmth of the animal heat might save them from 
certain death." Mr. Frame died. Mr. Hildreth "was so badly frozen that he suffered partial 
amputation." • 43 
The History ofIroquois County has a lengthy discussion of the plight ofFrame and Hildreth, 
and their rescue attempt. The saga is introduced in this manner: 
On December 20, 1836, t occurred the most remarkable change of weather ever 
recorded. Its suddenness and severity are fully attested by many living witnesses. 
The water that everywhere covered the ground froze sufficiently in five minutes to 
bear a man. Many assert that the change was even more sudden, and that, improb­
able as it may seem, the "strong wind threw the water into waves, which froze as 
they stood." I 4S 
David Bloomwas herding swine on the same prairie in the south part of the Kankakee valley 
when the Sudden Change swept over. He and his companions were driving about 400 hogs 
north from Danville: 
They had driven them northward as far as Sugar Creek, in what is now Iroquois 
County, when they were overtaken by that sudden and terrible change of the 
weather which is still spoken of by the earliest settlers with a shudder of dread. 
This is the most remarkable change of weather ever recorded in the annals of this 
country. The date is given as December 20, 1836. The day and night previous 
• "Hildreth lost all his fingers except one, and both of his feet up to the instep." 45 
t Almost all accounts say that the Sudden Change occurred some time in the latter half of 
December 1836, but the date varies from account to account. One of the most authoritative reports 
(page 401) gives the day as December 16, but the correct date appears to be December 20. 108 
I The 1880 history of Milford Township states, "The streams, which in the morning were 
bank-full of rushing water, were quickly filled with floating ice, and the small runs and pools of water 
frozen solid enough to bear a man's weight. It was terribly cold." 45 
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had been mild and foggy-part of the time with heavy rain-until, about 3 or 4 
o'clock, P.M., it cleared off and a polar blast came sweeping down across the 
almost barren prairie from the northwest. The first touch of its icy fingers trans­
formed, as by magic, the appearance of the whole face of nature. The ground had 
been covered with slush; north of the Kankakee to Chicago the saturated snow 
was about one foot in depth, and the sloughs and streams were full of water. In 
an incredibly short space of time, everything was stopped-the whole country 
became a vast sheet of ice. Some of the old settlers contend that it froze suffi­
ciently in five minutes to bear the weight of a man. Multitudes of wild animals 
and birds perished with the intense cold, or were starved to death afterward. 207 
Most of the party hastened for shelter, but, "Mr. Bloom remained with the drove until he 
found a partial shelter for them in a patch of tall prairie grass." He was rescued before he 
could freeze to death. The outcome: "On the following day, they visited the drove, but 
could do nothing but feed them, the cold still continuing to be severe. Many had perished, 
and some were badly frozen." 207 
Extreme or Unseasonable Cold 
In addition to the Winter of the Deep Snow and the Sudden Change, the Kankakee River 
region experienced other harsh cold spells during early historic times. The annals of Illinois 
hold many references to a legendary winter that killed off the buffalo some time during the 
late 1700s or early 1800s. Hiram Beckwith referred to this winter in his "Historic Notes on 
the Northwest": 
The Indians had a tradition that the cold winter of 17-,-called by them "the 
great cold," on account of its severity,-destroyed them. "The snow was so deep, 
and lay upon the ground for such a length of time, that the buffalo became poor 
and too weak to resist the inclemency of the weather;" great numbers of them 
perished, singly and in groups, and their bones, either as isolated skeletons or in 
bleaching piles, remained and were found over the country for many years after­
wards. 44 
Beckwith did not try to date this winter other than "17_." Many county histories mention 
buffalo bones on the Illinois prairie, saying that the remains were from a severe winter "from 
fifty to seventy-five years before any white occupation" (or similar words to that effect).• 
The various accounts range widely in their details, and there appears to be no certain evi­
dence to link buffalo bones with a die-off during one particular winter. 
• Several histories mention the year 1790 in reference to a bnffalo-destroying winter. Such 
statements probably owe their origin directly or indirectly to the writings of Nehemiah Matson (see a 
footnote on page 343). Matson published three estimates for the date of the die-off and exodus of 
bison: "about the year 1790," 182 "previous to 1790," 183 and "between 1780 and 1790." 184.186 Bison 
could not have been killed off during the winter of 1789-90, which was unusually mild in the Kanka­
kee valley (page 420). 
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Citing a relatively recent date, the 1906 History ofKankakee County blames the winter of 
1819-20 for the demise of bison in Illinois: 
According to statements made by the Indians, the buffalo of Illinois were not, as 
in many other states, exterminated by hunters to whom their hides represented a 
practical commercial value. On the contrary, the hand of nature is seen in the 
retreat of these giant and kindly animals to the other side of the Mississippi river. 
The winter of 1819-20 was bitterly cold. For months a mantle of snow four feet 
deep or more rested on the prairies, and not only Indians, but hundreds of buffalo 
and elk perished from hunger and cold. Those of the buffalo who survived the 
ordeal, strayed, during the following summer, many miles to the west, and since 
then their shaggy heads have never been seen within the borders of the state. 
Undisputable evidence of their sojourn here were the bleached bones which whit­
ened the prairies, and which the settlers were obliged to remove before they could 
cultivate their land. 27 
The editors ofthis 1906 account provided no evidence to support their story. No documents 
from the early 1800s are known to report a brutal winter in 1819-20. Bison stilI occurred 
in the state after 1820.• Although there are several eyewitness accounts of concentrations 
of buffalo bones in Illinois, none is known to say that the bones "whitened the prairies" as 
stated above. 
The next history of Kankakee County, authored by M.J. Houde and J. Klasey in 1968, cites 
the winter of 1779-80 as the time when bison died off or moved away: 
Old Indians told the pioneers of the 1830's that the winter of 1779-80 was extra­
ordinarily cold, with heavy, hard-frozen snow covering the prairie grass. Both 
buffalo and Indian suffered terribly. Many Indians froze to death, and perhaps 
tens of thousands of buffalo either froze or starved because the deep snow made 
grazing nearly impossible. The few bison that survived the winter moved west the 
following spring, somehow crossing the Mississippi River, and were never again 
seen in Illinois, according to the Indians' story. 147 
Contrary to this passage, there are several records ofbison in Illinois during the years follow­
ing the winter of 1779-80. t Houde and Klasey's statement appears to have been adapted 
• Following are post-1820 accounts of bison in Illinois. Between 1819 and 1821: buffaloes 
"to the north" of Edwards County. 323 In 1831: a single bison pursued in Lee County. 183 In 1835: 
bison "seen occasionally" in Whiteside County. 48 About 1837: a single bison killed at Troy Grove. 219 
t Reports of bison in Illinois during the decades following the winter of 1779-80 include the 
following. In 1787 between Vincennes and Kaskaskia: "The counliy ..• abounds in buffalo, deer, 
bear, etc." 279 In 1789 at the mouth of the Ohio River: "In the woods the marks of Buffalos was like 
a Cow yard." 123 In 1795 between Kaskaskia and Fort Massac: "killed a Buffalo," "saw another 
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in part from the 1906 History of Kankakee County quoted above, and they consulted the 
1883 "History of Kankakee County." The 1883 history relates the story ofH.S. Bloom, 
who moved to the county in 1837. Mr. Bloom recalled "an abundance of game, and in 
former times, immense herds ofbuffalo and elk, as their numerous bones scattered over the 
prairies would attest," and he continued ... 
I have heard tell, when a boy, by some of the old pioneers, who had it direct from 
the Indians, that previous to the hard winter of 1779-80, that there was a great 
abundance of buffalo allover this country, but that winter the snow fell to an 
unusual depth, some four feet, and lay for a long time; that the weather was so 
extremely cold, so cold in fact, that many Indians froze to death, and most of the 
buffalo perished. What few survived went west of the Mississippi the next sum­
mer, and since then there have been no buffaloes in Illinois. 207 
H.S. Bloom's recollection is similar to testimony in the 1880 History of Iroquois County. 
In its discussion of the Deep Snow of 1830-31, the Iroquois County volume states, 
An old Indian, named Pesque, • said that no such snow had been seen for sixty 
years. Previous to that time the country had abounded in buffalo and elk, but after 
Buffalo." 296 In 1796 on the Mississippi River in Alexander CDlUlty: "We saw a great quantity of 
... roebucks, bears, and buffaloes; we killed one of the latter." 9' In 1796 between Vincennes and 
Kaskaskia: "Five years ago, you could not fail of meeting ... with herds of four or five hundred 
buffaloes " 307 About 1796, along the Ohio River in Indiana or lllinois: "Not far from the 
Wabash, a small herd of buffaloes ...." 69 In 1815 near Sheffield: "a small herd of buffalo, 
consisting of fifty or sixty." 183 As late as 1818: "small herds of buffalo were occasionally seen 
roaming through the country" (Gurdon Hubbard). 183 All but the last two of these reports are from 
major travel routes (rivers or river-to-river trails) in southern lllinois. The paucity of reports from 
northern and central Illinois during this era reflects the lack of observers, not the number of bison. 
Donald Hoffmeister reported that 7,380 dead bison were found drowned on the shore of the Mississippi 
River in Mercer County on May 2,1807. 144 This statement is in error: it is based on a May 18, 1795, 
report of 7,360 dead bison on the Qu'Appelle River near the Saskatchewan-Manitoba border. 311,98.181 
• Pesque's identity is not known. The name is similar to that of several persons who are 
documented to have lived in the general region during the early 1830s. Pashasakay (Pashawsankay), a 
Mesquakie, was a signer of an 1830 treaty. 313 At the close of the Black Hawk War in 1832, Pasque 
and Pash-qua-yah (Sank or Mesquakie) were prisoners at Prairie du Chien. 314 Pashequa (a Kickapoo) 
was a prisoner of war at RockIsland. 314 Charles Bartlett, author of Tales ofKankakee Land, knew an 
old Miami named Pe-ash-a-way, who was among the last Indians to live free in the Kankakee wilder­
ness. 24 J. Lorenzo Werich, anthor of Pioneer Hunters ofthe Kankakee, was acquainted with "old 
Peashaway, who for many years dwelled on an island in the north marsh near the Cumberland lodge" 
(close to the state line) and who also "lived on the headwaters of the Kankakee near English Lake." 
Werich described Peashaway as one of "the last of the Pottowattomies on the Kankakee." 310 
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that winter, Pesque says, they entirely disappeared. Mr. Johns and others say that, 
in a hickory grove about four miles above Milford, they have seen the remains of 
buffalo, and elk horns, that then covered the ground. 45 
This is one of very few accounts of the legendary killer winter that refer to an eyewitness or 
a second-hand informant by name. If this statement is true, Pesque may have personally 
recalled the winter, which would have occurred about 1770 (six decades before the Deep 
Snow of 1830-31). The testimonies of Pesque and Bloom have historical merit, but the 
1906 and 1968 histories of Kankakee County are of little value as sources of information 
about the infamous winter. 
InMammals ofIllinois, Donald Hoffmeister chose the 1968 History ofKankakee County to 
support his conclusion that "adverse weather with heavy snows at the end of the 1700's and 
into the early 1800's killed off many bison." Dr. Hoffmeister wrote, "In a history ofKan­
kakee County (Houde and Klasey, 1968), it is recorded that the Indians told the early settlers 
that buffalo in Illinois were killed by the tens of thousands during the hard winter of 
1779-1780." [44 To the contrary, Houde and Klasey merely conjectured that "perhaps tens 
of thousands" of buffaloes died. They appear to have based their conjecture on H.S. 
Bloom's inference that there had once been "immense herds of buffalo and elk" (based on 
their bones), and his recounting the tale of"a great abundance ofbuffalo" prior to the winter 
of 1779-80. 
In all these statements about a killer winter, neither the number of dead bison nor the date of 
their demise is certain. Now to more recent bouts of cold ... 
On March 30, 1843, Solon Robinson sat down at his home in Crown Point to inform the 
editors of the Nashville Agriculturalist, "Never before since the country has been known by 
white men, has such a winter as this been known"­
... here, the snow is more than two feet deep where it lies level, and a violent 
Northeast snow storm now raging. '" Such a universal cry for hay, straw, grain 
or anything that will keep the life in cattle. And the supply is nearly exhausted­
many cattle have already perished, & thousands more must die. . .. And through­
out the greatest portion of this famished region, the timber is mostly oak and hick­
ory, so that keeping the cattle alive upon browse, is out of the question. 
It is a gloomy time-the storm rages worse and worse as night approaches. What 
a night for starving cattle-without food & without shelter-for a great portion of 
the sheds and stables have been covered with prairie hay, which grows so abundant 
here, and those have been stripped to furnish feed-I have allowed some of my 
neighbors to strip the covering from some sheds of mine that had been on three 
years. 165 
Robinson described his circumstances in a letter to a friend in New York: 
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This is a very unusual hard winter, and the people are learning a lesson of dear 
bought experience. For notwithstanding the fact that hay of a most excellent 
quality, equal to timothy, may be made in any desired quantity, as fast as a man 
can cut it upon smooth clean ground, at the rate of two or three tons to the acre, 
they did not provide enough for this very severe winter, and the cattle are actually 
starving to death at this time. 248 
Four years later Robinson recalled that awful winter in a lecture about the history of Lake 
County: 
The winter of 1842-3 it was said, would long be remembered-How long has it 
been? ... Yet this was the hardwinter. The winter in which people had to dig 
out of the snow the neglected straw, and strip off the hay covering of old sheds & 
stables to feed the cattle to help them eke out an existence, until grass should 
grow. A period that many of them failed to see, for every resource of feed utterly 
failed their owners, and the poor brutes actually starved to death, and that too in a 
country where any quantity of grass can be had for the mowing, and where thou­
sands of tons of wheat straw are annually burned "to get it out of the way". 
. . . The winter commenced the middle of Nov. and one of our citizens was frozen 
on the Grand prairie Nov. 17, 1842.... Snow continued very late, for here we 
had good sleighing into April. 16' 
J. Lorenzo Werich, who was born along the Kankakee River in 1860, wrote in 1920 that the 
winter of 1843 was "the coldest winter ever known." Werich recalled a story about fishing 
on the river during that winter-when the ice was "so thick that they could not cut a hole 
through it with an axe" (page 290). In the spring of 1843 hunters were able to cross the 
river on ice as late as April 17. 310 
The 1882 History ofGrundy County states, "The severe winter of 1853 or 1854 killed the 
larger part of the peach trees, and fruit interests have languished here ever since." 33 
The 1880 History of Iroquois County recalls a severe snowstorm that struck less than two 
years after the Illinois Central Railroad was completed through the region: "In January, 
1855, a snow fell, which was followed by terrible cold and high winds. For two weeks the 
men employed by the railroad tried to keep the track clear ...." And, "This storm ... has 
hardly been exceeded in severity or length in the twenty-five years which have followed since 
that time." 4' The storm is chronicled in the 1928 History of Will County: 
The train which left Joliet at noon on the 25th day of January ... was brought to 
a full stop when near Dwight. The weather had grown cold and the engines had 
frozen up, and they were utterly unable to proceed. They were held in this condi­
tion for six days and nights. . .. . .. on the seventh day, an engine from Joliet 
succeeded in forcing its way through and bringing the shipwrecked train back to 
Joliet. 188 
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Joseph Haigh of Chebanse Township testified in 1884, 
The great storm of January 1st, 1863, • was the most severe that Chebanse ever· 
witnessed before or since. It commenced in the morning with a snow storm, 
which grew colder and fiercer all day. The wind blew a gale, and was the most 
intense ever witnessed here. . .. Large nuinbers of cattle drifted away with the 
storm in the night and perished. . .. Hundreds, and perhaps thousands of chickens 
and turkies were frozen to death, or gagged and choked with a plug of ice in their 
throats, in this township. . .. And indeed I had a narrow escape, having gone to 
the timber on the other side of the river in the morning. I got there well enough, 
but coming back at night the storm was in my face, bitter, cold and blinding. The 
track lay across the prairie, and my only guide was a thin strip of grass that came 
up between the wheel tracks. Had I lost my way, I never could have seen daylight 
again. Three miles from home I left my load of wood; and still I had the greatest 
difficulty to get my team to face the storm and travel. 
... On Saturday night, August 29th, 1863, a heavy frost destroyed the entire com 
crop of the country. Up to that time the prospect for an abundant crop was never 
better. Laborers had been very scarce during the summer, on account of so many 
men having gone to the war. But those remaining at home had worked hard and 
long, and the fruits of their labor was destroyed in one night. It was a terrible 
catastrophe, and the people were not prepared to stand it. 134 
Mr. Haigh's report about the summer frost appears to have been derived in part from the 
History of Iroquois County. Here is the earlier version, which was published four years 
before Haigh's: 
On August 29 and 30, 1863, occurred the terrible summer frost .... Up to that 
day there never was a finer prospect for com than was in the fields then .... 
What was not killed the first night was on the second; even the stalks were frozen 
to the ground, and had a fire swept through it the destruction would hardly have 
been greater. Many farmers who had just commenced were ruined. Hogs were 
killed off in great numbers to prevent starvation. 223 
E.P. Farrell, who lived near Peotone in the middle 1800s, recalled, "The winters in the early 
sixties were very severe and the snow falls heavy.... So severe was one winter that stock 
was known to freeze while in their stalls. Men went out and brought in whole coveys of 
quail and prairie chickens frozen stiff." t 188 Another resident of the Peotone area had a 
• The storm was on January 1, 1864. 
t In addition to the early 1860s, severe cold and deep snow in the Kankakee valley caused 
severe declines in the bobwhite population in the winter of 1878-79 (page 227), in the years prior to 
1884 ("the last few winters," page 210), in the winter of 1892-93 (page 227), and prior to 1938 ("not 
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more specific recollection: "Christmas time, 1863, a fierce blizzard swept over the whole 
West. Cattle froze to death in the half protected yards. Men froze on the prairie. Children 
stayed all night in the country school. ... It lasted a week." 118 The winter of 1863 was 
recalled as "very cold" in Norton Township of Kankakee County. 179 
C.F. McNeill's testimony regarding the Cold New Year's Day is as follows: 
January 1, 1864, the Iroquois County Medical Society met in Watseka .... An 
extraordinary cold storm set in that evening, during which several persons return­
ing to the country were badly frozen, among whom was a Mr. Ooton and a lady 
with him, who resided in Belmont. Ooton's limbs had to be amputated, and the 
lady died at the Poor Farm from the effects of the cold. 191 
A severe snowstorm onDecember 20, 1869, struckHebron, Indiana, atthe north edge of the 
Grand Kankakee Marsh. E.W. Irwin, a newly arrived market hunter, recalled that the snow 
"almost covered an osage orange hedge near his host's farmhouse." Prairie-chickens sought 
shelter next to the hedge and "almost covered the snow." 42 
In his 1873 history of Lake County, the Reverend T.H. Ball provided records of several 
unusual cold spells: 
1835: "Winter mild until February; then exceedingly severe weather.• April 4th, 
'A most terrible snow storm.'" 
1842-43: "The winter of 1842-43 was called the hard winter, one, it was said, 
that would long be remembered. Many cattle starved to death." 
1856-57: "Winter of 1856-'57 severe, with deep, drifting snows." 
1859: "June 5.-Verywhitefrost. lIth-Frost. July4.-Lightfrost. Mterward 
hot. . .. In September light frosts. In October hard frost; cold, some snow." 
1860: "June I.-Light frost. August 10, 12, 14.-Light frosts." 
1861: "May 30th-White frost. July 2.-Light frost." 
1862: "June 9.-White frost." 
many years ago," page 350). In 1899 Maurice Thompson identified intensive farming and habitat 
destruction as the causes of winter mortality of bobwhites (page 235). 
• In 1847 Solon Robinson stated that February of 1835 had "the most severe weather that 1 
have ever seen since I have lived upon this prairie" (since October 1834). 165 
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1863: "Frost every month this year. August 2d-Mercury 98°. 3d, 100°. 8th, 
99°. 30th-Hard frost; killed vines and corn." 
1864: "January I.-An intensely severe day; known as the cold New Years. 
Wind and snow; mercury-20°." 17 
In his 1884 volume about Lake County, the Reverend Mr. Ball continued his chronicle of 
hard winters and low temperatures during the growing seasons: 
1872: "On December 23, the mercury went down to 30 degrees below zero. 
. . . December 24: '26 below zero.''' 
1875: "June 13, a white frost." 
1879: "In September 9, 10, frost. Corn in low ground killed." 
1884: "January 5, ... the mercury was from 27 to 32 degrees below zero." 18 
According to John Ade, the two most memorable cold and stormy days in the history of 
Newton County were January 1, 1864, and February 14, 1866. Writing in 1911, Mr. Ade 
averred, "There have been colder days, probably, than either of these, but the days above 
named were not only cold but accompanied by snow and high winds." He continued, "The 
winter of 1884-85 was a very cold winter. There were thirty-three days that winter when 
the thermometer stood below zero ...." 4 
Extreme Precipitation, Storms, and Floods 
As described on pages 397 to 400, the winter of 1830-31 was a period of excessive snow: 
"In the spring of 1831, when the snow melted, the face of the country was covered with 
water. The little creeks became great rivers, and all intercourse between the settlers was 
stopped; for people could have traveled better with steamboats than with ox teams." 110 
Armstead Runyon of Lockport Township lost all his hogs to starvation during the winter of 
1830-31 because the snow buried their forage of acorns and other nuts. In the spring he 
traveled to Danville to replace his livestock and replenish other supplies. His route took him 
across the Iroquois and Kankakee valleys. The terrain was flooded by melting snow: "The 
high waters, consequent on the melting of such quantities of snow, detained him six weeks 
beyond the time he expected to be gone ...." 322 Micajah Stanley of Milford recalled that 
streams were high that summer,·but he blamed rainfall rather than snowmelt: "In 1831 we 
had a pretty hard time making a crop; with the rains we had, our streams were filled up very 
high, I may say tremendously high." 223 
Jane Frame Kenoyer, one of the first white residents of Iroquois County, recalled that the 
summer of 1834-the year of her arrival-was so rainy that their first corn crop nearly 
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failed: " the season was so wet and having early frost that fall, we raised but little 
corn " 156 
The 1883 "History of Kankakee County" tells of big floods on the future site of the city of 
Kankakee: 
It is related by one of the Hawkins family that in a very early day, 1832 to 1834, 
the Kankakee at this point so far overspread its banks as to reach the base of the 
hill on which the greater portion of the city stands. . .. Mr. Revilo Beebe is the 
authority for the statement that he often heard the Indians relate a tradition that at 
one time this country was so flooded that the Indians took refuge on Mount 
Langum, southeast of Aroma.• 207 
The 1882 History ofGrundy County describes the downstream consequences of high water 
on the Kankakee River early in 1837: 
Felix t was especially exposed to ... inundations, and hardly a year passed without 
an extensive overflow. The one of 1837 is especially remembered. In the early 
spring of this year, a sudden flood broke up the ice, which, forming a gorge, held 
back the waters until their weight made the ice give way, and the flood of water 
and ice made its way down the Illinois, submerging the islands in its course and 
flooding its banks until even the highlands were reached, threatening destruction 
to homes and stock which were supposed to be out of the reach of anything save 
another deluge. Huge masses of ice were lodged upon the banks in every con­
ceivable shape, which, gradually melting in the spring sun, kept the soaked earth 
saturated until the middle of summer, when the hot stifling weather of August 
gave rise to an unusual amount of sickness all along the river. 32 
In March of 1837 H.S. Bloom came to live along Rock Creek, north ofBourbonnais. Later 
that summer, a fierce rainstorm overswept him on the open prairie north of home. As he re­
counted in the 1883 "History ofKankakee County," 
In the summer of 1837, I started for Van Horne's mill, at the head of Hickory 
Creek, after a load of lumber. On my return trip, when about half way between 
• Mount Langham is a prominent hill about two miles east-southeast of the confluence of the 
Iroquois and Kankakee Rivers. The summit of Mount Langham is 730 feet above sea level. The eleva­
tion at the foot of this hill is about 665 feet. To reach the base of Mount Langham, a flood on the 
Kankakee River would have to rise about 65 feet-high enough to inundate the courthouse square, the 
loftiest point of land in Kankakee. 
t When this account was written, Felix Township bordered the mouth of the Kankakee River 
and the head of the Illinois River. The township's boundaries were subsequently changed; now Goose 
Lake Township verges on this confluence area. 
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Twelve Mile Grove and Huyck's Grove, • there came up one of those sudden 
thunder storms that sometimes occur here. I chained a yoke of oxen to either side 
of the wagon and got underneath the wagon. The wind blew a gale, and I soon 
found myself completely wet through, and then stood upright in the rain for an 
hour, when the storm suddenly ceased. It was one of the most terrific storms I 
have ever witnessed in this country. It was a continuous flash of lightning and 
peal of thunder. The whole face of the earth was covered with water, and my 
journey homeward was difficult and perilous. 207 
Mr. Bloom was hampered by high water when he made a trip to another mill: 
... I took a grist to Joliet Mills. Started with an ox-team at night. . .. . .. got 
my grist grinding .... It had rained most incessantly, but my flour being ready, 
I hitched my cattle and started homeward. At Five-Mile Creek t the water entered 
the wagon box; at Mud Creek ~ the stream was swollen to twenty rods in width, 
and I knew the main channel to be deep and narrow.... At Twelve-Mile Creek ~ 
I had a bridge, though submerg~d; I struck and crossed it safely. Huycks Creek § 
and Rock Creek were safely crossed and home reached with no serious damage. 207 
Bloom later summed up, "The summer of 1837 had been very wet; an unusual amount of 
rain had fallen and the streams had been filled the season through, and the winter following 
was a stormy one." 207 
William McCutcheon came to live in Iroquois Township in Iroquois County during the wet 
year of 1837. He could not foresee the trials that he would endure because of rains: 
• The Wilmington-Peotone Road now crosses the area where the storm caught Mr. Bloom. 
t Five-Mile Creek =the south branch (main fork) of Jackson Creek, a tributary of the Des 
Plaines River. 
~ Mud Creek = Prairie Creek, the northermnost tributary of the Kankakee River in this part of 
the valley. 
~ Twelve-Mile Creek = the main stem of Forked Creek. 
§ Huycks Creek =South Branch of Forked Creek. 
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William McCutcheon, whose name is still known here only as having been given to 
the slough which winds down through to the creek, came here from Milford in 
1837, and took up a claim on S.W. Yo of section 30 ..... ,. Whenever it rained 
he would complain of being drowned out, and if it did not rain he thought every­
thing was going to bum up. .,. In 1844 it rained all the time, and the slough 
which bears his honored name was "booming" from early spring till fall, much as 
some of the later residents remember that it did in 1869. 45 
Beginning in 1844, high water repeatedly damaged river bridges at Momence, according to 
the 1883 "History of Kankakee County": 
The first bridge across the Kankakee River, within the limits of this county, was 
known as "Hill's Bridge." It was located about a mile above the present one. It 
was built at Hill's Crossing, on the Hubbard Trace, in 1842, on the section line. 
It was carried away by the flood in the winter of 1844, rebuilt about 1846, and 
carried away by ice and high water of February, 1849. Mr. Vail says the lumber 
for the dam was partly on the ground when he came in 1836. The year after, the 
dam was completed (1837). 
There is no agreement whatever in regard to the present bridge, as about the time 
it was first put up it was borne off by the ice and water, and seems to have been 
re-constructed once or twice before a structure was obtained sufficiently perma­
nent to withstand the spring floods. 207 
A biographical sketch of an Iroquois County farmer tells of the extraordinarily wet year of 
1844: 
Robert Stearman ... came to Iroquois County in 1839, settled near the town of 
Iroquois, • then called Bunkum. . .. The season of 1844 was the wettest he ever 
knew, rained nearly all the time, and could scarcely get any place, there was such 
an amount of water. t ... He remembers in this same year of 1844 a quarterly 
meeting was held at Ash Grove, and he with three of his neighbors started to 
attend this meeting, but when they had reached the bridge near the present location 
of Watseka, found the high water had carried part of it away, they got poles and 
run them up on the bridge and put leaves on top of these, and finally, after much 
hard work, got across. 207 
George Hinshaw, Jr., farmed near Bloomington. His biography tells of difficulties that he 
encountered when traversing the Kankakee valley during this extended rainy period: 
• Iroquois is on the Iroquois River about 10 miles upstream from Watseka. 
t Another sketch of Robert Stearman's life says "business and travel almost entirely stopped" 
during the wet year of 1844. 207 
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The year 1844 was the wet season. During that year he drove a herd of cattle 
from here to Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He swam creeks and rivers of all kinds and 
sizes. He was delayed at the Kankakee and was fifteen days in crossing it. He 
frequently drove his cattle in the river, but when they struck the swift current they 
turned for the shore from which they started, and came back. But at last he found 
a tall ox, which touched bottom, and went across, and the rest followed. 110 
In his Legends and Tales of Homeland on the Kankakee, Burt Burroughs recounted the 
experiences of pioneers during this wet year-though he was mistaken about the date: 
The spring of 1846 was long remembered by the settlers who lived along the 
Kankakee and on the edge of that vast, unoccupied country which stretched inter­
minably to the south and west, called "Grand Prairie," for that was the year of the 
rains. Rain fell almost constantly until sloughs, and swales, and every depression 
in the prairie wilderness, were filled to overflowing with water. There was no 
drainage in that day, and water thus deposited, laid there and, under the rays of the 
hot, summer sun, became stagnant and foul with vegetation that steamed and 
rotted, filling the air with noisome, reeking vapors that became a serious menace 
to the health of the wilderness dweller. 76 
James Gay built a cabin on the south side of the Kankakee River at the future site of Kan­
kakee in November of 1848. In the "History of Kankakee County," he reminisced, 
The following winter, of 1848-49, was a very severe one, and a vast amount of 
snow fell. In January of that year, we had the most extensive freshet of ice and 
flood I ever knew on the Kankakee River. Bridges were swept away; trees along 
the banks were literally cut in twain by the ice, many of which were over a foot in 
diameter. Momence was an island. Beebe Town· was flooded, and nearly all of 
Wilmington was under water. The saw mill located at that place was carried down 
stream, root and branch. One set of buhrs in the grist mill were feloniously taken 
out and borne some distance farther down the river by the ice. It was at this time 
that I converted my boat into a ferry, and for the remainder of the winter and 
during the spring my boat afforded the only means for crossing the river, and was 
the first ferry over the river in that locality. Our little shanty was surrounded with 
howling wolves at night, and crowded with anxious travelers by day, seeking 
passage over one of nature's most beautiful, but then much to be dreaded 
rivers. 207 
George Woodruff recalled two big inundations along the Kankakee: 
All our streams are subject to heavy floods, especially upon the breaking-up of
 
Spring, when snow and ice are abundant, and much loss has been experienced at
 
• The site of Beebe Town is about two miles upriver from Aroma Park. 
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times in mills and bridges, etc. In January, 1849, there was a big flood, especially 
in the Kankakee. Many families in Wilmington were compelled to leave their 
houses, and the upper mill was partly carried away by ice, and also the woolen­
factory and a saw-mill, and the bridge over Forked Creek. The feeder' was also 
damaged severely. Another flood in 1867, carried off the railroad bridge landing 
it within a mile of Morris, and during the ice-gorge below, the water rose several 
feet in the main street of the city. 322 
High water on the Kankakee River in 1856 is said to have severely damaged the mill dam 
at Bourbonnais. 147 
An 1880 history of Loda Township discusses the heavy rains of 1844, and a series of wet 
years that followed at seven-year intervals: 
So far as can be ascertained, Alexander Henry made the first permanent settlement 
in the township .... This was in the year 1843.. ,. The following year was the 
famous rainy season, the first one which was known after the settlement of this 
county, but which returned with remarkable regularity each seventh year; the years 
1851 and 1858 being each so rainy as to render it nearly impossible to raise any 
crops. During the entire summer of 1844 the rains poured in torrents, so that 
there was no opportunity to plant, or cultivate what little was planted. In the 
frequency and duration of its rains there has been nothing equal to it since, the 
year 1869 coming the nearest to it. 45 
R.J. Hanna came to live in Chebanse in 1855. A book about Kankakee County quotes his 
recollection of a powerful windstorm: 
"The prairies afforded an unobstructed sweep for the winds," Hanna said. "I 
remember one time we retired for the night with a strong wind blowing from the 
southwest. We were awakened about midnight by the howling of wind and the 
trembling, shaking and swaying of the house. To sleep was impossible; to remain 
and go down with what seemed the inevitable falling of the house was folly. We 
dressed quickly and beat a hasty retreat to the station. . . . At daylight, I peeped 
out. . .. To my astonishment, the house was there, none the worse for the 
blow." 147 
• A feeder canal supplied water from the Kankakee River to the l1linois and Michigan Canal by 
way of an aqueduct that spanned the Des Plaines River. 
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According to The History of the Early Settlement of Chebanse Township (1884), 
Chebanse has had many a severe drenching, but the heaviest rains and the greatest 
floods ever seen in the township, occurred on the two last days in May, 1858. On 
the latter it seemed as if fully one-half of the country was under water. Early in 
the morning of May 31 st, the flood washed out a railroad culvert two miles south 
of town; leaving the iron and ties standing across the breach without support. 
. . . June 1st was a very clear and beautiful day. Amos Shaw, Sr., started from 
here to walk to Kankakee on the railroad. But when he got to Gar creek, two 
miles south of the city, he found the railroad bridge at that place was also washed 
out. The water was so high he could not get across the stream .... 134 
Milton Lemuel Odell was born in 1858-the year of a horrific storm in the southern Kanka­
kee valley. Years later he wrote "When Our House Blew Away Out in Illinois" to document 
his parents' story of the ordeal. The Odell farm is thought to have been about two miles 
north of Paxton. When the storm struck, the father, Samuel Odell, was outside but within 
sight of their house. 
According to the story, the passage of a severe cold front brought a deluge of hail: "Soon 
the ground was white with hail, about the size of pigeon eggs." Mr. Odell struggled home: 
"His face was swollen, his eyes almost closed, and one of his hands was bleeding and 
swollen. He happened to have on a heavy woolen hat, or the hail would have knocked him 
insensible. He scarcely knew where he was and could not talk." 122 
As the storm intensified, hailstones became "about the size of hen's eggs." The house blew 
away. Mrs. Odell ended up in a slough that was "covered with ice." The hailstones grew 
until they were "larger than any hen eggs." Hail cut Aunt Janey's legs badly. A horse was 
wounded: "The hail had tom his hair off and had broken his skin in some places." 122 
The ice melted by the next morning (it was June). The Odells set out for their nearest 
neighbor, who lived three miles to the west. The headwaters of the Middle Fork of the 
Vermilion River were flooded, but the water "did not look over a half a mile wide." Before 
they crossed the stream, the Odells' neighbor reached them in a wagon pulled by oxen: "He 
had crossed the river by putting two wagon boxes on top of each other. . .. they helped 
float the wagon part of the time." The oxen had to swim more than half a mile.• 122 
• This story has two obviously erroneous statements, which indicates that the description of 
the storm may not be accurate. According to the Odell family tradition, "Mter the storm was over, 
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Under the title "How We Went to Mill," an early resident of Grundy County described the 
high water that attended a warm, rainy winter: 
The winter of 1858-9 was one of those wet, open winters that has always wrought 
ruin to Illinois roads. . . . The streams were full and covered with ice, but not 
strong enough to bear a team. . .. D.R. Doud ... started to Wilmington to mill, 
but striking one of these treacherous streams, his horses broke through the ice and 
went down, wagon following. 113 
The 1883 history of Kankakee County preserves the observation, "Several very severe 
storms have passed over Kankakee County": 
About the year 1859, a severe hail and wind storm struck the city' from the west, 
and smashed pretty much all the window glass in the town which fronted that way. 
A little later, a terrible tornado crossed the south part of town from southwest to 
northeast; it blew down and unroofed many buildings, while a few years ago a 
passenger train ... between this place and Manteno was blown from the track. A 
remarkable ice storm occurred here some twelve or thirteen years since, t which so 
heavily loaded the trees as to cause great damage, breaking and disfiguring them. 
While the ice held on the trees, bending many of them to the very earth, the city 
presented the scene of a succession of crystal arbors. 207 
Peotone suffered a deluge in August of 1864, according to reminiscences published 64 years 
later in a local newspaper: 
... we had a tremendous rainstorm one afternoon and night which flooded the 
streams and swept every bridge away. Out southwest of town the farmers' cattle 
were caught on the wrong side of the river-like creek. Next morning a bunch of 
farmers sat on their horses looking across the stream and wondering how they 
were going to get their cows home. By and by, a ten-year-old Scotch girl came 
riding down the road on a gray stallion work horse, rode him straight into the 
water, swam across the twenty-five or thirty rods of it, drove the cows in and 
brought them across .... 188 
antelope and many young buffalo were found dead"-yet there were no antelope or bison in the area in 
the 1850s. The story also relates, "In those days there was probably not a tree within 100 miles of 
Paxton or Loda"-but in fact there were several groves in the general vicinity. 
• That is, the city of Kankakee. 
t Writers in the 1800s employed the word since in the sense of ago. The ice storm occurred 
some 12 or 13 years before Paddock wrote his 1883 history of Kankakee County, not some 12 or 13 
years after the terrible tornado. 
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An 1880 history of Milford Township testifies, 
On June 20, 1866, a tornado swept over this township .... Mr. C.W. Dawson 
was the principal sufferer. . .. He says: "I first saw a funnel-shaped cloud com­
ing from the west. It came near the ground in the timber on Mud creek, cutting 
off the tops of the trees; then rising, it struck the ground about one-fourth of a 
mile west of the barn. It made a clean sweep of my farm. The barn was utterly 
demolished. . .. .., Not a panel of fence remained on the place. .., my son, 
a married man, was carried from the yard about eighty yards, and deposited in a 
spring. One mule was killed outright, and five hogs, each weighing over 200 
pounds, were never heard of afterward. It was a lively time for about a 
minute." 4S 
The 1878 history ofWill County says of the Kankakee, "The river, on several occasions, has 
been the cause of much anxiety to the citizens of Wilmington . . .. On the 14th day of 
February, 1867, the floating ice gorged at the lower dam '-then the only one-and in a few 
hours all of the business part of the city was under water." 322 
From the Kankakee Gazette of February 21, 1867: 
An ice gorge at Aroma came down like an army of grim Norsemen During 
Friday night, a small addition to Dickson's mill was carried away , while all 
day Saturday the ice ran in such quantities and with such impetus as to endanger 
the entire mill . . . . One of the abutments of the 1CRR bridge was injured. This 
was on Monday, but the flow of water and ice gradually lessened and the imminent 
danger ceased. At about noon on Sunday, both wagon bridges at Momence were 
swept away and totally demolished and the whole town was submerged in two feet 
of water. The bridge at Aroma was for a long time seriously in danger, and may 
be yet, if the gorged ice between that place and Momence which is said to be piled 
in places, from 20 to 50 feet in height, should suddenly give way and be hurled, as 
it were, on the bridge. 147 
J.H. Battle made note offlood damage inNewton County in 1882-83. He observed that the 
destruction had resulted from a change in the streams-not necessarily from exceptionally 
heavy rains: 
The marshy character of the streams and the unfortunate character of the general 
conformation of the land has made roads and bridges an important imd difficult 
subject. The character of the streams has changed from the rather sluggish current 
and pretty constant stage of water to a rapid rise and fall of water. This change, 
with the unfavorable character of the banks, has made bridging expensive .... 
Three iron bridges have been constructed ... ; four wooden bridges made up the 
, An ice gorge is an ice jan1. The river rose behind ice that piled up at the dam. 
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seven which spanned the water-way of the county; but all of these latter structures 
have been swept away by the high water of the winter of 1882-83. 36 
A Kankakee County history notes that bridges at Aroma Park and Momence were damaged 
in 1883. High water and ice were to blame: 
The Aroma span was replaced by a new iron bridge in 1874..... In 1883, 
another ice gorge slammed into the structure, ripping it from its piers and 
carrying it away. The Big Four railroad bridge, just upstream, was badly damaged, 
with the superstructure shifted two feet out of line in some sections. The 1883 
rampage also visited destruction upon Momence again, destroying the bridge on 
the south side of the island and flooding the town to a depth of two feet. 147 
In 1873 T.H. Ball published this review of wet periods and heavy storms in Lake County: 
1836: "A very wet summer." 
1837: '''A most excessive wet one.''' • 
1844: " ... summer of 1844 very wet." t 
1862: "April 4th-Severe hail, stones larger than hickory nuts." 
1865: "June 2.-Terrible hail, wind, and rain; much damage was done. Marks of 
the hail storm remained for years." 
1869: "This summer may well be called the Wet Summer. It was a very poor com 
season." I 
• Mr. Ball was quoting Solon Robinson, who remarked in his 1847, "The summer of 1837 was 
a most excessive wet one, as in fact was that of '36." 165 
t Additional testimony about the extreme precipitation and high water during 1844 is on pages 
196,322,323, and 413 through 415. 
I J. Lorenzo Werich referred to 1869 as the "wet season" in the Kankakee valley. 310 Other 
references to heavy rains and flooding in 1869 are on pages 106, 120, 155, 196,285,413, and 415. 
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1871: "... January ... gave us the most magnificent ice views, so far as records 
show, ever witnessed in this latitude. Commencing January 14, the sheet of ice 
continued over everything for two weeks. Immense damage was done to forest 
trees. . .. all our woods still show the marks of the giant power that was laid 
upon them; the like in our history was never known before." 17 
In 1884 Mr. Ball provided an update: 
1873: '''July 4, the greatest fall of water in an hour and a quarter ever known.'" 
1876: "March. A disagreeable, wet month, the worst travelling known." 18 
In addition to the immediately preceding pages, flooding on the Kankakee River is reviewed 
and summarized in a Corps of Engineers report on pages 321 to 327. 
Unseasonable Warmth, Extreme Heat, and Drought 
Our earliest weather report from the Kankakee region is a complaint. A fur trader wrote on 
February 2, 1790, "As to the trade of ... the Kinkeki, it goes on but very slowly as yet 
owing to the mild winter we have here." • 149 
In Grundy County, "The winter of 1833-4 was very mild .. ." 
· .. and in January the weather came off warm and spring-like during the day, but 
with sharp cool weather at night. The bees deluded by the inviting warmth of the 
sun sallied from their hives, and becoming chilled, fell dead upon the light covering 
of snow which lay upon the ground. 
· .. the open winter allowed the cattle to feed on the prairie most of the season. 
There was a fall of snow which lay on the ground from early in January to the 
10th of February. The cattle had found a choice piece of pasture south of the ox­
bow bend of the Au Sable Creek, t which they refused of their own will to leave 
• Lake Michigan's moderating effect on weather in the Kankakee valley is discussed in the 
1882 "History of Lake County": 
· . . late in the season the water of Lake Michigan becomes quite warm, and continues during 
those golden days of October and sometimes through November, which we call Indian Sum­
mer, the north wind bringing that vapor and warm air over the ridge and down our southern 
slope to the Kankakee keeps off the early autnnmal frosts, and this county is sometimes 
protected for weeks after the frost appears farther west and farther south. If the springs, 
therefore, are wet and backward, occasionally, the autnnms are, quite usually, warm, late 
and delightful. 130 
t This place is about five miles west of the mouth of the Kankakee River. 
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during this snow. They were driven up to the cabins and fed some corn, with the 
hope that this would reconcile them to the prairie hay which had been provided the 
previous fall, but in the morning they were found again at their old feeding 
ground. A considerable band of Indians was encamped at the mouth of the Au 
Sable, and the cattle feeding in the track of their Indian ponies found plenty to eat 
where they had pawed off the snow. 31 
The first severely dry spell to greet the influx ofpioneer farmers in the Kankakee valley was 
in 1838. On November 25 Solon Robinson wrote from Crown Point, "This has been a 
season of suffering in the west": 
It is worthy of note that the drouth still continues in this section of the country to 
a distressing degree. . .. not rain enough to prevent a complete exhaustion of 
springs, ponds, streams and marshes, &c. 230 
Robinson elaborated in his 1847 "Lecture upon the Early History of Lake Co.": 
The summer of 1838 was one of severe drouth & great sickness & probably more 
deaths in proportion to the population than in any other year up to this time, since 
the commencement of the settlement. So great was the drouth in the fall that the 
muskrats were driven out of their usual haunts & frequently burnt out by the fall 
fires running over the marshes, and were found wandering about in search of 
water. One of them came into my house but never so much as asked for a drink of 
whiskey, but made his way through & went directly where "the old oaken bucket, 
the moss covered bucket" contained a more natural beverage for a thirsty muskrat, 
and I was obliged to cover the well to keep them out. I saw many places where 
the autunm fires burnt off all the sod, and hundreds of the houses of these animals 
were of course burnt up. Much damage was done to fences and crops­
... The drouth of this year was the cause of setting a great number of persons to 
digging wells. Heretofore they had depended upon water in ponds and marshes, 
the drying up of which put them to great inconvenience, particularly for stock 
water after winter set in. One circumstance worth noticing in connection with this 
subject, may be mentioned in regard to Cedar Lake. This beautiful sheet of water 
was so affected that all around the edge of the water it was covered with a thick 
scum so offensive that no one could use the water without being disgusted.• 
The health of the settlers the two last seasons goes to prove that a dry season will 
always be found far more sickly than a wet one. [65 
H.S. Bloom, who came to Kankakee County as a boy in 1837, recalled the drought that 
visited the region during the following year: 
• Cedar Lake is not a small, stagnant body of water. It covers close to two square miles and 
averages about 10 feet deep. 
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The summer and fall of 1838 was very dry, indeed. The streams all dried up. I 
have heard my father say that there was not water enough to wet a wagon tire 
from Rock Creek to Chicago. Rock Creek' and the creeks at Huyck's Grove, t 
Twelve-Mile Grove, 1Hickory Creek ~ and the Calumet, at Blue Island, were all 
dry. There were but four or five places where stock could be watered in the 
whole country about. The drouth commenced about July 1, and continued until 
November. 
... 1838 opened up in the spring dry; all the wells failed; sickness set in; bilious 
and intermittent fevers in every house; not a family in the whole country that 
escaped. In some instances every member of the family was down. .,. The 
longer the drouth continued the more severe became the sickness. The pestilence 
claimed victims in every household. § ••• The Kankakee River was almost dry. 
I crossed it, near the large Indian mound, •• and it did not cover my shoe tops. 207 
The decade of the 1850s brought recurring dry spells to Illinois, but records are spotty. Per­
haps some of the drought-stricken areas were localized and escaped general notice. There 
was a terrific region-wide drought in 1853-54, 263 but it appears to have passed unnoticed by 
chroniclers of the Kankakee valley; or perhaps memories were confused about the date. 
• Rock Creek flows into the Kankakee River in Kankakee River State Park. 
t Huyck's Grove was along the South Branch of Forked Creek. 
1Twelve-Mile Grove was along the main fork of Forked Creek, where Wilton Center was 
founded. 
~ Hickory Creek is immediately north of the Kankakee River Area. It enters the Des Plaines 
River at Joliet. 
§ In the above quotations, both Solon Robinson and H.S. Bloom noted a connection between 
epidemic disease and the hot, dry weather of 1838. D.H. Paddock's history of Kankakee County says 
the same: "The sununer following the winter of 1837-38, ... the whole settlement were sick with 
malarial fevers and ague. Prairie dock was substituted for quinine." 207 Midwestern pioneers often 
stated that exceptionally hot, dry sununers were especially unhealthy. For instance Timothy Ball wrote 
of the sununer of 1846, "Long continued hot weather; very sickly." 17 
Settlers also found a relationship between extremely wet seasons and a high incidence of illness. 
Flooded prairies or bottomlands were blamed for rampant disease in the snnnner or fall of 1831, 1834, 
and 1837 (pages 397, 54, and 411). 
•• The site of tins momld is on the north bank of the Kankakee River in Kankakee River State 
Park, about a mile above the mouth of Rock Creek. 
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In his monograph Northwestern Indiana, T.H. Ball pointed out that severe drought in the 
1850s stimulated and accelerated the conversion of prairie to farmland. He quoted Judge 
Thompson of Jasper County, who characterized 1856 as "the dryest season ever known." 
According to Thompson, "The pioneers uniformly settled in or near the groves and along the 
streams." But during the drought, Mr. Ball explained, "... the people first learned the value 
of the prairie lands, even the mucky prairies, and after that year the population and wealth of 
the county rapidly increased." 19 
A huge fire in the western Kankakee valley in September 1856 burned out peat beds so that 
they formed basins and later filled with water (page 387). Such a fire must have come after 
a longstanding severe drought, when normally saturated peat beds had dried out. 
'Squire Harrington ofMorocco recalled that the summer or fall of 1857 or '58 was "a very 
dry season, the streams all dried up." 4 The Iroquois River went dry at Remin~on, Indiana, 
and mills shut down on the Iroquois above Watseka and on the Kankakee at Momence (page 
279). 
Charles Lindsey visited the Kankakee valley on August 18, 1859. It rained a little on that 
day-a little relief from drought. Before then, "rain had fallen but once in two months." 174 
Throughout most of 1867, three crews of U.S. Army engineers were out in force on the 
Illinois River and its upper tributaries, conducting surveys to help plan further navigation 
improvements. Their work was "favored by fine weather and an extremely dry season." 319 
One crew measured the flow of the Kankakee River at its mouth on September 9. They 
thought that the river's discharge was lower than usual because it was during "an extra­
ordinarily dry period." 325 
TimothyBall chronicled hot and dry times in his 1873 history ofLake County. He recounted 
Solon Robinson's story of a muskrat entering his cabin in search of water during the great 
drought of 1838 (page 421). Mr. Ball continued ... 
1846: "The summer of 1846 was one of uncommon calamities. It was very dry 
and very hot. Sickness was almost universal." And, "The fall of 1846 was late 
and warm. Some apple blossoms opened." 
1859: "July 12th-Mercury 104° from 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. 13th, 104°. 15th, 105° 
at noon. 16th, 102° from 12M. to 5 P.M. 17th, 100° at 1 P.M. 18th, 104° at 1 
P.M." 
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1868: "July was a very hot month, with frequent showers. Mercury at 94, 96, 99, 
102, 103, and July 15, 105°." 
1871: "The summer was very dry . . . ." 11 
Lorenzo Werich recalled the extremely dry condition of the Kankakee valley during the 
Indian Summer of 1871: 
It was way back in the hazy and smokey old days of October, in 1871, those days 
that now seem to belong to another century and another manner of living. These 
were the days you could hardly see the sun on account of the dense clouds of 
smoke that would settle over the lowlands and thousands of acres of Kankakee 
marshes and swamps were on fire not only here but thousands of acres elsewhere 
were burning and not only the prairie, marshes and forests, but cities and towns 
were passing away in smoke. The year '71 was known as the dry season. The 
river was very low, the lowest it had been for years. The swamps and marshes in 
many places had dried out and the filling of self-moved earth of past centuries that 
had washed in from the highlands, sediments and decayed vegitation. This took 
fire and burned everything down to the sub-soil. Thousands of acres of marsh 
land were burned out in this way, leaving deep holes covering an area of two to 
twenty acres in a place and from one to five feet in depth and when filled with 
water made many small lakes and ponds. 310 
Werich was 11 years old during that fall, when his family moved to an island in the Grand 
Kankakee Marsh. He added a postscript: "The day we moved to the island, October 9, was 
the hot day in Chicago, the great Chicago fire." 310 
The Midwest experienced a drought so severe that it was called "without a precedent within 
the history of the oldest inhabitant" during 1894 and '95. 281 Peat fires burned out of control 
in drained sections of the Grand Kankakee Marsh (page 223). Forest fires severely damaged 
heron rookeries along the river (page 226). 
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ApPENDIX: ACREAGE OF THEGRAND KANKAKEE MARSH 
Estimates of the former extent of the GrandKankakee Marsh range widely. Acreage figures 
have been based on relatively crude maps because the wetland was largely drained before the 
Kankakee valley was mapped by topographers. The Grand Marsh did not have a distinct, 
continuous shoreline, so it was difficult to decide what to include within the boundaries of 
the Grand Marsh when determining its acreage. 
Joseph Stephan, the first drainage engineer to study the marsh, rougWy estimated in 1875 
that an area of "over a million acres" could be drained (page 133). 
Most of the subsequent acreage figures for the Grand Marsh appear to have been derived 
directly or indirectly from the work of John Campbell, who completed a survey ofthe region 
for the State of Indiana in 1882. Professor Campbell determined, "The number of acres in 
the marshes along the Kankakee and its principal tributaries which may be recovered by 
judicious drainage, is not less than four hundred thousand" (page 175). The map in his 
report depicts approximately 360,000 acres in the Grand Marsh, omitting all ofthe marsh in 
illinois except about 3,000 acres. Campbell cautioned, "The outline of the marsh shown on 
the map is only approximate, but represents generally the section to be recovered." 82 
A week after John Campbell submitted his report, Jared Smith of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers referred to "over 600,000 acres now in swamps" along the Kankakee (page 173). 
Although Major Smith based his estimate on Campbell's survey, perhaps he misread it. 
Professor Campbell listed a figure of 624,805 acres for the area covered with assessments 
by the Kankakee Valley Draining Company, but he pointed out, "These assessments included 
lands adjacent to the marshes which would be commercially benefited by the improvement 
of the river, and therefore give on aggregate considerably in excess of the overflowed 
lands." 82 
In 1898 W.S. Blatchley, Indiana's State Geologist, wrote that the Kankakee valley had 
"almost 500,000 acres" of marsh (page 229). Blatchley cited the year 1882 for this acreage, 
evidently basing his estimate on Campbell's work-although Campbell had written "not less 
than four hundred thousand" acres, not "almost 500,000 acres. In the next several years this 
figure of one-half million acres was cited by three other scientists (pages 261, 271, and 273). 
In 1909 the U.S. Department ofAgriculture reported that "approximately 400,000 acres was 
a marsh plain" along the Kankakee above Momence (page 274). The same figure was used 
in a 1915 report by W.V. Judson of the Corps of Engineers (page 282). Judson's map 
delineates about 360,000 acres in the Grand Marsh.• This is the same overall acreage as in 
• The configuration of the Grand Marsh in Fignre 1 (page xiii) is from Judson's map. 
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John Campbell's map, even though the boundaries of the marsh differ significantly on the 
two maps. 
Later sources give a higher figure for the wetland acreage. A 1931 Corps of Engineers 
document states that "approximately 1,000,000 acres" in the Kankakee watershed above 
Momence had been artificially drained (pages 325 and 329). The same report discusses 
"400,000 acres formerly included within the Kankakee marshes" and "approximately 500,000 
acres" of surrounding land that would be benefited by improving ditches (pages 325 and 
329). 
This concept of two acreage figures-one for the main body of the marsh and one for 
peripheral wetlands-is embraced in a 1934 article by William Bridges, who stated, "There 
were really two sections of the marsh: the 'lower marsh' or Grand Marsh of about 400,000 
acres which remained flooded throughout the year, and the 'upper marsh' of some 600,000 
acres that was usually but not permanently flooded" (page 330). 
In his 1936 monograph about the Grand Marsh, Alfred Meyer would only hazard that "over 
a half-million acres" had been converted to farmland by draining the marsh. 193 Meyer pre­
pared two large-scale maps of the area. One map shows about 430,000 acres within the 
generalized boundaries of the marsh, including about 20,000 acres in Illinois. Professor 
Meyer's other map, compiled from the U.S. Public Land Survey's plats, shows approxi­
mately the same area but is more detailed: it depicts a mosaic of islands and peninsulas amid 
a matrix ofwetlands. Fingers and outliers of wetland extended beyond the main body of the 
Grand Marsh-especially on the south side, which is a sandy lowland. As Meyer explained, 
"A glance at the ... map ... suggests that the marsh was not a single simple unit, but ... 
a complex affair-a maze of multiple marshes interspersed with sinuous sandy ridges of 
higher and drier land. Streams descending from the marginal moraine debouched into the 
stagnant marsh waters and formed delta-like distributaries and deposits ...." 193 
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